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Executive Summary

Five main findings emerged from responses to the August 2016 Presbyterian
Panel survey on Theological Reflection:

Although Presbyterians are involved in a limited number of interfaith activities,
the number of types of interfaith activities in which members are
involved increased somewhat between 2013 and 2016. For teaching
elders, the number stayed the same.

Learning about other faiths is something many Presbyterians see as
important, and their responses to “quiz” questions about world religions suggest
Presbyterians already know a fair amount. Fewer Presbyterians (though still
majorities) regard interfaith bridge-building as a crucial task for the Presbyterian
Church.

Grace is a crucial tenet of Reformed Christianity, for most Presbyterians.
Also considered important by many Presbyterians are: the sovereignty of God,
ministers and elders lead the church together, stewardship, and priesthood of all
believers.

Most Presbyterians believe Jesus is central to salvation, but members and
teaching elders disagree about how this works: The largest number of teaching
elders believe that God selects certain people for salvation through Jesus, while
the largest number of members believe people who commit themselves to Jesus
thereby choose salvation themselves.

More Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) teaching elders than members feel that God
is involved in most aspects of their life and on a daily basis. When asked
whether they regard all of nine listed aspects of their life as a calling from God
and whether they feel God’s guidance at least daily, more teaching elders than
members say “yes.” More PC(USA) teaching elders than U.S. adults as a whole
feel God’s guidance daily, while fewer members than U.S. adults feel such
guidance.
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Theological Reflection
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Overview of the Study

The August 2016 Presbytery Panel Theological Reflection survey married a few
purposes: (1) assessing the impact of the work of the Presbyterian Mission Agency’s
Theological Reflection “Collective Goal Grouping”; (2) exploring complexities in
Presbyterians’ theology of salvation and their understanding of Reformed theology; and
(3) gauging support for and interest in possible innovations in the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.)’s theology of worship.

The Presbyterian Mission Agency’s Theological Reflection “Collective Goal Grouping” is
one of twenty-two such Mission Agency groupings. Each grouping is undergoing impact
assessment between 2015 and 2017. Goals set for the collective goal grouping (hereafter
to be called a ministry) in early 2015 included:

e Equip the church to reflect theologically on its identity and mission through

ecumenical and interfaith engagement.
e Equip the church to reflect theologically on its identity and mission.
e Equip the church to reflect theologically on the vocation of all believers.

This survey was designed to provide baseline information with which to compare any
future change in the ministry’s impact. In the case of interfaith activities, it is possible to
assess change, between 2013 and 2016, because the August 2016 Panel survey included
a set of questions about interfaith activities that appeared—in slightly different form—in
the November 2013 Presbyterian Panel survey on Interfaith Relations.

Controversy over a long-time Presbyterian Panel question about the theology of
salvation also sparked the development of this Theological Reflection Panel survey. For
two decades the theological questions Research Services has asked new panelists in the
initial Panel profile survey have included a question about how much new panelists
agree with this statement: “Only followers of Jesus Christ can be saved.”

Over time, fewer and fewer panelists have agreed with this statement. Starting in 2011,

both Presbyterians and non-Presbyterians began to notice this trend, with some seeing
it as evidence of a growing universalism among Presbyterians. If people did not need to
be saved through Christ, perhaps Buddhists, Hindus, and Muslims could go to Heaven

too. Others labeled the whole question of who goes to Heaven as archaic.

Staff of the Theological Reflection ministry questioned the wording of the question,
saying it presented the question of salvation in a particularly evangelical, not
theologically Reformed, way. The wording of the question, the staff argued, has forced
Presbyterians who are not universalist to disagree with the statement because they
disagree with the un-Reformed notion that people receive salvation by personally
committing themselves to Jesus. This largely online discussion originated the idea of
Research Services and Theological Reflection working together to explore Presbyterians
theological beliefs, over and above what Panel surveys have asked Presbyterians before.

b

Included in such a survey would be questions trying to: (1) disentangle how central
Jesus is to Presbyterians’ faith; and (2) determine whether Presbyterians agree with the
notion that individual believers receive salvation when they personally commit
themselves to Christ.
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While the online debate about salvation was taking place, Research Services was also
working with the PC(USA)’s Committee on the Office of the General Assembly on the
“Church in the 215t Century” project. This project asked Presbyterians to help envision
the future of the denomination by responding to a series of open-ended questions
online. Many responses to these questions brought up issues related to
Reformed/Presbyterian identity, theology, and tradition. The Research Services team
became convinced that it might be wise to invite a representative group of Presbyterians
to participate in a more detailed follow-up survey about Reformed/Presbyterian
theology, possibly including the investigation of the salvation issue raised above.

An additional motivation for the Panel survey was the 2016 General Assembly’s passage
of sweeping changes to the PC(USA)’s broad guidelines for worship, the Directory for
Worship. The survey included a couple of questions about these changes, which await
possible approval by the presbyteries and connect with broader theological issues.

Areas of Investigation
As a measure of the interreligious intelligence and interfaith activities in the
Presbyterian population:

1. How familiar are panelists with key figures and principles of half a dozen other
branches of Christianity and other faiths: Catholicism, Judaism, Islam,
Hinduism, Buddhism, and the Church of the Latter-Day Saints?

2. Have panelists participated in a range of interfaith activities during the past two
years?

3. What are panelists’ opinions on select interfaith/ecumenical issues?

As a measure of the theological understanding within the Presbyterian population:
1. How important to panelists are a range of Reformed theological principles?
2. How do panelists interpret the meaning of salvation, and how do they view
participation in the Lord’s Supper with or without baptism (in light of pending
changes to the Directory for Worship in this area)?

As a measure of Presbyterians’ vocational discernment:
1. How strong a sense of calling do panelists feel?
2. Across how many aspects of their life and work do panelists feel any sense of
calling?
3. What steps have panelists taken to cultivate a sense of calling?

Methodology

This is a quantitative study supported with qualitative responses. That is, the survey
includes mostly fixed-response questions which are assigned numeric response values,
but also includes a few open-ended questions to which respondents provide responses in
their own words. See Appendix A for exact question wording and detailed survey results,
and Appendix B for responses to the open-ended questions.

Study Design and Implementation
Perry Chang and Joelle Kopacz, in collaboration with other Research Services team
members and the clients, designed the study as Principal Investigators.

A total of 2,576 panelists (sampled and volunteer) were invited to participate in this
survey. Surveys were offered in English, Spanish, and Korean, and were distributed via




both web-based and paper questionnaires. (The Spanish and Korean versions were only
available as web-based surveys.) The paper questionnaire was mailed on August 16,
2016 to 1,121 panelists (sampled and volunteer) who had filled out at least one Panel
survey before. A reminder postcard was mailed to all paper questionnaire non-
respondents (n=1,010) on September 6, 2016. The web survey was distributed on
August 12, 2016 via email invitation to 1,455 panelists (sampled and volunteer) who
have either requested web-based surveys or for whom Research Services has have email
addresses and who Research Services continues to invite to participate in the Panel. All
web non-respondents were sent email reminders on August 22 and September 11, 2016.
Returns for both versions of the survey were accepted through September 29, 2016.

Sample Definition

This survey is the seventh full Presbyterian Panel survey to be completed by the 2015-
2017 panelists. It consists of two nationally representative samples of groups affiliated
with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.): members and teaching elders. In this particular
study, a small majority of members who participated in the survey (57%) are sampled
and the rest (44%) are volunteers. Eight in ten teaching elders who responded to the
survey (79%) are sampled individuals and two in ten (21%) are volunteers. For
additional information on the Presbyterian Panel and its sampling and distribution,
please see Appendix C.

Response Rate

Research Services did not have a correct address for 10 of the 2,576 panelists (sampled
and volunteer) who were invited to participate in this survey. As a result, there were
1,218 successful deliveries of the survey to members and 1,348 to teaching elders. In the
end, 459 members and 750 teaching elders completed the survey. The response rate
(total surveys completed/total surveys sent) is 38% for members and 56% for teaching
elders.

Demographics

e Gender: About three in five members (59%) and two in five teaching elders
(41%) who completed the survey are women. This means the gender distribution
of members and teaching elders in these samples is representative of the
denomination. Congregational and teaching elder data kept by the Office of the
General Assembly shows that in 2015, 58% of members were women and 38% of
teaching elders were women.

e Age: The average age of members who participated in the survey is 60, and their
median age is 62. Respondents who are teaching elders are, on average, 54 years
old, with a median age of 57. This group of member panelists is slightly younger
than previous Panel samples (the median age for the last sample of member
panelists was 63). Because the Office of the General Assembly data only provides
membership age in ranges, we cannot make a direct comparison to the average
age of Presbyterians as a whole; however, the median age range of Presbyterian
members is 56-65. The median age of teaching elder respondents (57) is similar
to the median age of teaching elders as calculated using the 2015 Office of the
General Assembly statistics (56).




¢ Race: Slightly more than nine in ten members who responded to the survey
(93%), and slightly fewer than nine in ten respondents who are teaching elders
(89%), identify themselves as White. In this way, member respondents are
similar to the overall Presbyterian population, which is 91% White. However,
teaching elder respondents are somewhat disproportionately White, as only 85%
of teaching elders are White, according to Office of the General Assembly records.

Sampling Error:

Determining precision of findings/margin of error is complicated by the fact that this
study is comprised partially of a convenience sample. The “Demographics” section
above notes where panelists are over-represented or under-represented, when
compared to known estimates of population demographics based on congregational data
collected in the Session Annual Statistical Report by the Office of the General Assembly
in 2015 and teaching elder data reported by presbyteries to the same office.

If this study had researched the beliefs and activities of a random sample of members,
the margin of error for members’ responses (using a 95% confidence interval) would be
4.7%. That is, if 46% of members in the sample responded to a question in a certain way,
there are 19 out of 20 chances that the actual percentage of members of PC(USA)
churches in general who would respond that way would fall between 41.3% and 50.7%
(this is the confidence interval). If the study had researched random samples of teaching
elders, the margin of error for their responses would be 3.7% (giving this sample a
slightly smaller confidence interval).

Data Analysis

Survey results have been analyzed for demographic differences by respondents’ role
(member vs. teaching elder). This analysis helps to identify patterns in responses.
Results are presented as descriptive statistics.

Within these groups of respondents, replies are often broken down by theological
orientation, gender, and age, using information provided by the panelists in an initial
2015 Panel profile survey. When differences between subgroups of respondents (for
example, between male members and female members) are noted in the text,
significance tests (including chi square or ANOVA) have indicated that these differences
are statistically significant at the p<.05-level, meaning that there is less than a 5%
chance that there really isn’t a difference in responses between the two groups.




Interfaith Activities

Readers will recall that staff of the Theological Reflection Collective Goal Grouping help
educate Presbyterians about opportunities to engage with and learn about other
branches of Christianity and non-Christian faiths. In addition, Theological Reflection’s
goals include promoting interfaith activities and enhancing “interreligious intelligence.”

With that in mind, Research Services included survey questions about: (1)
Presbyterians’ involvement with various interfaith activities; (2) Presbyterians’ beliefs
about the relationship between the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and non-Christian
faiths; and (3) Presbyterians’ knowledge about other Christian and non-Christian faith
traditions. In the case of interfaith activities, recall that panelists were asked a set of
questions that was similar to a set of questions asked in a November 2013 Panel survey.
This means Presbyterians’ involvement in interfaith activities in 2013 and 2016 could be
compared, and the impact of the work of the Theological Reflection’s Interfaith
Relations staff during that time period be assessed.

Panelists were asked about their involvement in eight different types of interfaith
activities during the previous two years. Members report having been involved in an
average of about two of these types of activities during the past two years, while teaching
elders report having been involved in an average of three types of such activities. This
average for teaching elders (in fall 2016) is similar to their average in 2013, but by 2016
members have been involved in significantly more types of interfaith activities,
compared with what they reported in 2013 (Figure 1).

Figure 1
Average Number of Interfaith Activities Undertaken in the Past Two Years

3.5
3
2.5
2.1

2
15
1

0.5

Members* Teaching Elders
2013 =2016
Note: In 2016 members had undertaken significantly more types of interfaith activities than they had in

2013 (* = p < .05). Members’ percentages for 2013 are a weighted average of members and ruling elders’
percentages (past Panels sampled these two groups separately).
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Teaching elders who label themselves “moderate,” “liberal,” or “very liberal”
theologically (hereafter referred to as “moderate-to-liberals”) have been involved in
significantly more types of interfaith activities during the past two years than teaching
elders who label themselves “very conservative” or “conservative” theologically
(hereafter referred to as “conservatives™).

The type of interfaith activity that has been most common among members and
teaching elders is attending a class or other educational event to learn about another
faith tradition (Figure 2).

Figure 2
Interfaith-Related Activities Within the Past Two Years

Attended an educational event to learn about || NG NRNREGGEGGEEEEEEEEEEEEEE -

another faith tradition* 74%

_ 0,
Heard a speaker from another faith tradition 202/;,/
0

- 0,
Participated in an interfaith social service activity 151/;0/
(V)

0,
Attended an interfaith fellowship event - 14%6

Volunteered for or donated money to an [ 11%
interfaith organization 13%

0,
Attended an interfaith worship event or vigil* B 0%

Been an active member of an interfaith ] 2%
organization* 10%

Participated in an interfaith demonstration*

0,
None of the above* I s

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

® Members Teaching Elders

Note: Significantly different percentages of members and teaching elders have undertaken each asterisked
activity in the past two years (* = p < .05).




Panelists were asked their opinion about three statements about interfaith relations.
Learning about other religions is something most panelists identify as a priority. Fewer
prioritize interfaith bridge-building and witnessing about Christ’s love to non-Christians
(Figure 3).

Figure 3
Agreement with Statements About Interfaith Relations

It is important for Bearing witness to The PC(USA)
Presbyterians to Christ to people who should spend
learn about other practice a different more energy on
religions religion should be a interfaith bridge-
primary PC(USA) goal building
100%
80%
60%
40%
) I I
0% I I
Members Teaching Members Teaching Members Teaching
Elders Elders Elders

m Strongly Agree = Agree

In response to a final open-ended question at the end of the survey, panelists express a
diversity of views about interfaith relations. Some believe that it is essential for
Presbyterians to pursue interfaith relations more vigorously, while others believe that
pursuing such relations can quickly descend into universalism or even paganism.
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Interreligious Intelligence

Panelists’ knowledge about Catholicism and non-Christian faiths was assessed by asking
thirteen informational (or “quiz”) questions. These questions asked panelists, for
example, to link several religious figures with specific religious traditions, to identify the
religion of majorities of people in several different countries, and to name the Islamic
holy book.

Teaching elders responded to slightly more of the thirteen questions correctly than
members did (Figure 4). Put another way: On average, members scored the equivalent
of a “B” on these questions, while teaching elders scored an “A” (members averaged 88%
of the questions correct, and teaching elders averaged 94% correct).

Figure 4
Average Number of Thirteen Interreligious Intelligence Questions
Answered Correctly*

14

12.2

12

10

(o]

»

I

N

Members Teaching Elders

Note: Members and teaching elders responded to a significantly different number of questions correctly
(*=p<.05).

Theologically moderate-to-liberal members scored higher on average than conservative
members, and male teaching elders scored higher on average than female teaching
elders. Other than these differences, member and teaching elder scores do not vary by
age, gender, or theological orientation.
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Two questions stumped the most panelists. Only about half of members (52%) and
three-quarters of teaching elders (75%) know that Maimonides is linked with the Jewish
tradition. Only about six in ten members (60%) and seven in ten teaching elders (72%)
know that the majority of people in Indonesia are Muslim.

More teaching elders than members responded correctly to all but one of these
questions (about the religion of most people in Pakistan) (Figure 5).

Figure 5
Specific Interreligious Intelligence Questions Answered Correctly

Religious tradition with which Joseph Smith is | 0506
linked* 100%

Religious tradition with which Mother Teresa is |GGG © 7%
linked* 100%

; » N ©4%
Ramadan is. .. 98%

Name of the holy book of Islam [volunteered]* 7 949°/§%

King of gods in ancient Greek mythology* ENEE— 936‘@)

ioi i indio N 02
Religion of most people in India* 98%

Religion of most people in Pakistan gé;@/o

Religion in which Vishnu and Shiva are central | 5500
figures* 97%

Religious tradition with which the Dalai Lama is | 5426
linked* 91%

Day the Sabbath begins in the Jewish faith* I 9% 94%

Religion that aims at nirvana, the state of being |GGG 712

from suffering* 78%

Religion of most people in Indonesia* 60% 2208

Religious tradition with which Maimonides is |GG -0
linked* 75%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

m Members Teaching Elders

Note: Significantly different percentages of members and teaching elders responded to each asterisked
question correctly (* = p < .05). Mother Teresa is now known as St. Teresa.
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Because the survey’s interreligious intelligence questions are from a 2010 Pew Research
Center survey, it’s possible to compare how Presbyterians and U.S. adults as a whole
fared responding to these questions (Figure 6). Members and teaching elders know the
correct responses to significantly more of the thirteen questions than do both U.S.

adults on the whole and U.S. “mainline” Protestants (Protestants from liberal-to-
moderate denominations such as the Episcopal Church, PC(USA), and United Methodist
Church).

Figure 6
Comparison of the Number of Thirteen Interreligious Intelligence
Questions to Which PC(USA) Members, PC(USA) Teaching Elders, U.S.
Adults, and U.S. Mainline Protestants Responded Correctly*

14
12.2
12 115
10.3 10.6

10

8

6

4

2

0

PC(USA) members PC(USA) teaching U.S. adults U.S. mainline
elders Protestants

Note: PC(USA) members, PC(USA) teaching elders, U.S. adults, and U.S. mainline Protestants earned
significantly different total scores on these thirteen interreligious intelligence questions. Source: “U.S.
Religious Knowledge Survey,” Association of Religion Data Archives, at
<http://www.thearda.com/Archive/Files/Descriptions/RELKNOW.asp > (accessed on 20 October 2016).

Readers should keep in mind that the 2010 Pew survey was conducted by telephone. A
follow-up survey (results not released) was conducted—like part of the Panel survey—via
printed paper survey sent by regular mail. Respondents to the 2010 Pew survey replied
correctly to more questions on this survey, apparently because they skipped more
questions and guessed less or because they looked up some of the answers (Besheer
Mohamed, personal conversation, 277 October 2016). Since the Panel survey was also not
conducted by telephone, the actual difference between Presbyterians’ and U.S. adults’
knowledge of world religions may be smaller than the data reported above suggests.
Among panelists, similar percentages of teaching elders responded to the interreligious
intelligence quiz questions and the other questions. Significantly more members
actually responded to the quiz questions than the other questions. It is true, however,
that fewer panelists responded to a couple of the quiz questions that are apparently
more difficult than responded to the other (apparently easier) quiz questions.
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Theological Understanding

Panelists were asked how much they agree with eight theological statements (listed in
Figure 7).

The two most widely supported statements endorse the Reformed concept of grace and
being part of a congregation or other religious community.

Nine in ten members and teaching elders agree or strongly agree that:

e The concept of God’s grace means that everyone, no matter who they are or what
they do, is loved by God.
e Church community is essential to life as a Christian.

Figure 7
Eight Theological Statements and the Percentage of Panelists
Who Agree or Strongly Agree with Each Statement

e e e the, N o7
everyone, no matter who they are or what they 92% 0
do, is loved by God*

Church community is essential to life as a || NN 0%

Christian* 95%

As a church committed to Reformed theology, | RN Go

the PC(USA) must take sin seriously* 89%

Confession is a crucial practice in Reformed | NNRNRNRNRNENEGBgEBEEEE 55

traditions* 94%

Jesus was born of a virgin 6%

56%

In the realm of values, the final authority about [ N N RN 0%

good and bad is the Scriptures* 57%

The Bible cannot be reinterpreted according to | NI 25%
the changing circumstances in which we read it* 19%

In the realm of values, the final authority about [ 14%
good and bad is the individual* 3%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

m Members Teaching Elders

Note: Significantly different percentages of members and teaching elders agree or strongly agree with
each asterisked statement (* = p < .05).
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The statements the fewest panelists support stake out more fundamentalist or moral
individualist viewpoints.

Fewer than three in ten members or teaching elders agree or strongly agree that:
e The Bible cannot be reinterpreted according to the changing circumstances in
which we read it
e In the realm of values, the final authority about good and bad is the individual.

Readers will recall that the theological issue that helped inspire the development of the
Theological Reflection Panel survey was about salvation.

One of the nine statements with which panelists agreed or disagreed dealt with the
centrality of Jesus, and a separate question dealt with salvation.

The statement with which panelists were asked to agree or disagree is: Jesus Christ is
the only Savior and Lord.

The second, broader question asks panelists to select which of these four statements
reflects their view most closely:
e God chooses who is to be saved through Jesus Christ
People choose Jesus Christ as their Savior
God saves everyone
Salvation is an outdated concept

Results suggest that large majorities of Presbyterians—but not all—believe that Jesus is
the only Savior and Lord, and that members and teaching elders disagree about the path
to salvation.

Three-quarters of members (74%) and teaching elders (73%) agree or strongly agree
that Jesus Christ is the only Savior and Lord (Figure 8).

Figure 8

Panelists’ Agreement with the Statement
“Jesus Christ Is the Only Savior and Lord”

Teaching Elders

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

mAgree = Strongly agree

More of the theologically conservative than of the moderate-to-liberal members and
teaching elders endorse the “Jesus Christ is the only Savior and Lord” statement. There
are no differences by gender or age in how panelists respond to this question.
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About salvation, nearly half of members believe that people choose Christ as their
Savior, while half of teaching elders believe God chooses who is to be saved through

Christ. Almost three in ten members and teaching elders hold the view that God saves

everyone (Figure 9).

Figure 9*
Statement About Salvation that Comes the Closest to Panelists’ View
Members Teaching Elders

God Salvation is an Salvation is an People
chooses outdated outdated choose Jesus
who is to concept concept Christ as their
be saved (6%) (6%) Savior (15%)
through

Christ

(20%)

People God

saves Jesus be saved God
everyone Christ as through saves
(28%) their Savior Christ everyone
(46%) (50%) (29%)

Note: Significantly different percentages of members and teaching elders select these statements as
closest to their views (* p < .05).

Further analysis shows that the interaction between theological perspective, gender, age,

and responses to this question is complex:

e More of the theologically conservative members and teaching elders (compared
with their moderate-to-liberal counterparts) believe that God chooses who is to

be saved or that people choose Jesus as their Savior. More of the liberal-to-
moderate panelists hold that God saves everyone or salvation is an outdated
concept.

e Among teaching elders, more men than women believe that God chooses who is

to be saved; more women than men, on the other hand, think that God saves

everyone. There are no gender differences in member responses to this question.

e Members who believe that people choose Jesus as their Savior tend to be older

than other members. Interestingly, teaching elders who believe this or who

believe salvation is an outdated concept both tend to be older than other teaching

elders.
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Panelists were given a list of nine spiritual resources and asked to rate how important
each is for helping them make everyday decisions as Christians. This analysis will focus
on the percentage of panelists who say each is very important to them.

The five listed spiritual resources that the most members and teaching elders cite as
being very important to them are:

e Jesus Christ’s teaching, life, or example

e The leading of the Holy Spirit

e God’s will

e Scripture

e Jesus Christ’s leading through prayer

These spiritual resources are very important to significantly more teaching elders than
they are to members (Figure 10).

Figure 10
Spiritual Resources that Are Very Important to Panelists in
Making Everyday Decisions as Christians

Jesus Christ's teaching, life, or example* Z3% 8

3%

; e N 66
The leading of the Holy Spirit > 79%

e wix N G20
God's will 74%

i I 5696
Scripture* 76%

Jesus Christ's leading through prayer* I 537

6%

Current pastor or spiritual advisor and his or her N 7%
advice or example* 23%

Current friend or family member and his or her N 22%
advice or example* 28%

PC(USA) creeds and confessions - }}3;3

PC(USA) Book of Order HHl 6%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

® Members Teaching Elders

Note: Significantly different percentages of members and teaching elders regard each as very important
to them in making everyday decisions as Christians (* = p < .05).

This set of questions about the importance of various spiritual resources is similar to a
question on an August 2009 Presbyterian Panel survey that was partly about the
PC(USA) confessions and creeds. At the time of this 2009 survey, the denomination was
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considering adding the Belhar Confession to its Book of Confessions, and church leaders
were interested in assessing how important the confessions and creeds (in general) were
to Presbyterians.

This 2009 set of questions was different, however, from the one that appeared in the
August 2016 survey in two important respects. First, between 2009 and 2016, Research
Services shifted to presenting negative response options first (such as not at all
important), because research shows that presenting positive options first overinflates
positive responses (respondents are already inclined to select both first options and
positive options). Second, in the August 2016 survey, two critical additional spiritual
resources—“Jesus Christ’s leading through prayer” and “Jesus Christ’s teaching, life, or
example”—were added. These were two of the five most popular response options in the
August 2016 version of this set of questions. Including the two questions about the
importance of Jesus Christ probably deflated how important the other spiritual
resources seemed to panelists (Figure 11).

Figure 11
Change in the Percentage of Panelists Who Regard Each Spiritual Resource
as Very Important to Them as Christians: 2009-2016

Current
Current friend  pastor or The leading PC(USA)
or family spiritual PC(USA) of the Holy  creeds and
God's will member advisor Scripture  Book of Order Spirit confessions
5%
0% 2%
0
°% "y =
-1%
-5% 4% -3%
-10%
-10% 9%
-15% 13% -13%
-20%
-25% 22% e
0 o0 24%
-25%
-30%
-35%
409 | 37%

m Members Teaching elders

Note: 2009 percentages for members reflect weighted averages of member and ruling elder responses. All
changes are statistically significant (p < .05) except for the changes in the percentage of members who
regard the leading of the Holy Spirit as very important and the percentage of teaching elders who regard
PC(USA) creeds and confessions as very important. There is no difference between the percentages of
2009 and 2016 members who see the PC(USA) Book of Order as very important.
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There were three exceptions to the overall decline in the percentages of panelists who
see various spiritual resources as very important. A similar percentage of members see
the PC(USA) Book of Order and the Holy Spirit as very important in 2016 as did so in
2009. The same is true for teaching elders and the PC(USA) creeds and confessions. In
the latter case, prolonged discussion of the Belhar Confession may have elevated the
stature of denominational creeds and confessions in Presbyterian ministers’ minds. As
for the Holy Spirit, the 2009 version of the question asked about the “work” of the Holy
Spirit, while the 2016 version asked about the “leading” of the Holy Spirit. It’s possible
this change is somehow responsible for the similarity of members’ responses between
the two years—as much or more so than the maintenance of any ostensible
denomination-wide sense of spiritual energy. Nevertheless, it seems significant that—in
terms of which listed spiritual resources more or fewer panelists see as very important
in 2016 than did so in 2009—the Holy Spirit is the one resource that many
Presbyterians continue to regard as very important today.

Research Services staff added up how many spiritual resources each member perceives
as very important (in 2016), added all of these totals, and then divided this number by
the number of members (to calculate an average for all member panelists). The staff
then did the same thing for teaching elders. Significantly more spiritual resources —
taken as a whole—are very important to teaching elders than they are to members
(Figure 12).

Figure 12
Average Number of Nine Spiritual Resources Panelists See
as Very Important to Their Decision-Making as Christians*

4.47

Members Teaching elders

Note: Teaching elders regard a significantly larger number of the nine listed spiritual resources, on
average, as very important to their decision-making as Christians than members do (* p < .05).

Theologically conservative members and teaching elders identify significantly more of
these nine spiritual resources—as a whole—as very important than their moderate-to-
liberal peers do. More of the conservative than of the moderate-to-liberal members also
regard each of these resources, individually, as very important, with the exception of
two resources: the PC(USA) Book of Order and the PC(USA) creeds and confessions.
The same is true for teaching elders with different theological orientations, but in this
case the two exceptions are “current friend or family member and his or her advice or
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example” and “current pastor or spiritual advisor and his or her teaching or example.”
There is no difference in the percentages of theologically conservative and moderate-to-
liberal teaching elders who see their “current friend, family member, pastor, or spiritual
advisor” as very important to their decision-making as Christians.

There are no statistically significant differences by gender or age in the number of these
spiritual resources panelists hold as very important to them.

The survey listed eleven Reformed/Presbyterian principles and—again—asked panelists
to rate how important each principle is to them.

Grace is very important to the most members and teaching elders (Figure 13). Also very
important to majorities of members and teaching elders are:

e The sovereignty of God

e Ministers and elders lead the church together

e Stewardship

e The priesthood of all believers

Figure 13
Reformed/Presbyterian Principles Panelists See as Very Important

. 32%
Grace* 95%

i I 7 29
Sovereignty of God* 72% 85%

Ministers and elders lead the church  pEEE—G 55
together* 66%

i« I 520
Stewardship* 570

i - I 5 1%
Priesthood of all believers* 78%

i ial i I 49%
Promotion of social righteousness* 60%

i I 37
Calling* g 76%

; i I 30%
Connectionalism* 53%

i I 0500
Covenant life* 5206

Human tendency to idolatry and tyranny* M 19% 46%

; B 16%
Election* 27%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
m Members Teaching elders
Note: Significantly more teaching elders than members view each asterisked principle as very important

(*=p<.05).
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More teaching elders than members also see each of the eleven individual principles as
very important to them.

Compared with members, more teaching elders also regard these Reformed/
Presbyterian principles—as a whole—as very important. If the percentages of members
who regard each principle as very important are all added up, and then the sum is
divided by the number of principles (eleven), the result is about five principles (Figure
14). If the percentages of teaching elders who view each principle as very important are
added up, and the sum is then divided by the number of principles (nine), the result if
about seven principles. In this way, the average number of principles teaching elders
believe are very important is two principles more than the average number for
members (Figure 14).

Figure 14
Average Number of Reformed/Presbyterian Principles Panelists
View as Very Important to Them*

11

10

7.02

I

w

N

=

Members Teaching elders

Note: Teaching elders regard a significantly larger number of the eleven listed Reformed/Presbyterian
principles, on average, as very important to them than members do (* p < .05).

Female members regard more Reformed/Presbyterian principles as very important to
them than their male counterparts do. There are no significant differences in the
average numbers of principles identified as very important by theological perspective or
age or, among teaching elders alone, by gender.
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An analysis of responses about specific Reformed/Presbyterian principles by theological
orientation, gender, and age revealed a number of differences:

Among members, more of the theological conservatives than of the moderate-to-
liberals regard the following Reformed/Presbyterian principles as very
important: calling, connectionalism, and promotion of social righteousness.
More of the moderate-to-liberals see election, the human tendency to idolatry
and tyranny, and the sovereignty of God as very important.

Among teaching elders, more of the theological conservatives than of the
moderate-to-liberals believe that covenant life, election, the human tendency to
idolatry and tyranny, the priesthood of all believers, and the sovereignty of God
are very important. More of the moderate-to-liberals regard connectionalism
and the promotion of social righteousness as very important.

Among members, more men than women regard connectionalism, the promotion
of social righteousness, and stewardship as very important, while more women
believe election and the human tendency to idolatry and tyranny are very
important.

Among teaching elders, more men than women believe that election, the human
tendency to idolatry and tyranny, and that ministers and elders lead the church
together are very important. More women regard connectionalism and the
promotion of social righteousness as very important.

Teaching elders who regard stewardship as very important tend to be older than
those who do not so regard it.

Panelists were asked to elaborate on their response about the importance of various
Reformed/Presbyterian principles. Among the principles panelists mention in response
that were not included in the survey list were:

The five “solas” (that is, Sola Scriptura (“Scripture alone”), Sola Fide (“faith
alone”), Sola Gratia (“grace alone”), Solis Christus (“Christ alone”), and Soli Dei
Gloria (“to the glory of God alone”).

Predestination

Reformed but always reforming

In response to a final open-ended question on the survey, panelists continue to reflect

on what they believe. For example, one panelist wrote: “I am now 96 years old and less
sure of what I believe than when I was younger. We are all searching, from Einstein to

this paper boy.”
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Evangelism

Within the context of questions about their theological beliefs, panelists were also asked
whether they feel comfortable sharing their faith with other people and whether they
believe sharing their faith is important. Similar percentages of members believe sharing
their faith is important and feel comfortable doing so. The same is true for teaching
elders. Comparing the two, however, it is clear that more teaching elders than members
feel comfortable sharing their faith and believe it is important to do so (Figure 15).

Figure 15

Panelists Who Agree or Strongly Agree with Each of These Statements
About Sharing Their Faith

| feel comfortable sharing my faith with other _ 69%

people* 89%

It is important to share my faith with other _ 72%6

people* 88%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

m Members Teaching elders

Note: Significantly different percentages of members and teaching elders agree or strongly agree with
each of the asterisked statements (* = p < .05).

Worship

The survey examined changes to the part of the PC(USA) Constitution known as the
Directory for Worship, which helps provide a theological foundation and guidelines for
Presbyterian worship. These revisions were approved at the 2016 General Assembly; if
the changes are to take effect, a majority of presbyteries must also approve them.

The survey asked panelists questions about this topic not to try to influence the
presbyteries one way or the other, but so future church leaders might have a snapshot of
denomination-wide opinions on these issues as part of their discernment.
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Included in the proposed changes is a section that calls on PC(USA) congregations to
permit believers who are not baptized to participate in the Lord’s Supper, but to invite
them to be baptized later. When asked to respond to this approach, large majorities of
members and teaching elders definitely or possibly “affirm” it. More teaching elders
than members affirm it.

Figure 16
Panelist Response to Question About Whether They Affirm the Proposal
to Authorize Participation of Those Not Baptized in the Lord’s Supper,
Followed by an Invitation to Be Baptized Later

Members Teaching Elders
Not Not sure
sure No (5%)
(11%) (13%)
No
(11%)
Yes, Yes,
definite- Ves definitely
ly (53% ' 59%
y (33%) possibly ( )
Yes, (23%)
possibly
(26%)

Among members, more of the theological moderate-to-liberals than of the conservatives
affirm the new approach. Among teaching elders, more moderate-to-liberals than
conservatives and more women than men endorse the approach.

Panelists demonstrate a diversity of opinion about the relationship between the baptism
and Lord’s Supper sacraments in response to an open-ended question asking for
elaboration. Some worry that delinking the two underemphasizes or cheapens baptism,
or simply note that they have been linked historically. Others are more enthusiastic
about this shift and stress that both of these Sacraments are mere signs, not causes, of
an underlying phenomenon: grace. Some are even more blunt: “You're straining at
gnats. The Holy Spirit is far less litigious than us. Too many rules strangles people.”

In response to the proposed change to the Directory for Worship that would stress how
culture-bound worship is, large majorities of both members (76%) and teaching elders
(86%) believe it is important or very important to consider culture when celebrating or
planning worship.

More female members than male members regard cultural contextualization of worship
as important or very important. Members who believe it is important tend be younger
than members who do not see it as important.
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Vocational Discernment

Panelists were asked how much they agree with four statements about their calling as
Christians. Large majorities of both members and teaching elders strongly agree or
agree that God elects us for service, and not just for salvation, and that they have tried
to pursue a vocation that best uses the talents and gifts God has given them (Figure 17).

Nine in ten teaching elders—but only six in ten members—hold that their entire life’s
work is a calling to honor and glorify God.

Almost no panelists believe that their work has nothing to do with their faith.

Figure 17
Panelists Who Agree or Strongly Agree with Statements
About Vocational Discernment

God elects us for service, not just for 89%
salvation* 94%

| have tried to pursue a vocation that best 84%
uses the talent and gifts God has given me* 98%

My entire life's work is a calling to honor and _ 60%

glorify God* 95%

| don't think my work has anything to do with I 2%
my faith 204

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
m Members Teaching elders

Note: Significantly different percentages of members and teaching leaders agree or strongly agree with
three of the each of the asterisked statements about vocational discernment (* = p < .05).

More of the theologically conservative members and teaching elders than of their
moderate-to-liberal counterparts agree that their entire life’s work is a calling to honor
and glorify God.
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Panelists were asked whether they consider a list of nine aspects of their lives as part of

their vocation (the nine aspects are listed in Figure 18).

Panelists were also given an opportunity to click on a separate box to indicate that they
regard all nine of these as part of their vocation (and therefore to skip clicking all of the
nine other boxes). Six in ten teaching elders—but only three in ten members—believe all

nine are part of their vocation (Figure 18).

More teaching elders than members regard each of the nine listed aspects of their lives

as part of their vocation. The aspect of their lives that the largest percentages of
members and teaching elders see as part of their vocation is their job.

Figure 18
Aspects of Their Life that Panelists Consider as Part of Their Vocation

Their job+ NG, 7%

85%

Their service to their family* I 5%

53%

The gifts, abilities, and interests that God has | EEEGEGEGEGEN /%
given them* 52%

Stewardship of their time, money, and talents* 43% 550%

Their interactions with friends, acquaintances, [N 1%
and strangers* 54%

- I 0’
Their volunteer work* 40%

53%

Their (other) role(s) in their congregation* 3% 51%

The general commands for all Christians | NN 25%
(belief and obedience)* 45%

Their engagement with the mission of the | NN 27%
Church* 55%

: iop N 23%
All of these are part of their vocation 57%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

® Members Teaching elders

Note: Significantly different percentages of members and teaching elders consider this aspect of their
lives as part of their vocation (* = p < .05).
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Panelists were also asked whether they had ever taken any of nine listed steps to better
discern their vocation (listed in Figure 20). Teaching elders had taken on average more

than twice as many of these steps as members had (Figure 19).

Figure 19
Average Number of Nine Steps Ever Taken to Better Discern
Their Vocation*
4
3
2
1
0
Members Teaching elders

Note: Members and teaching elders have taken significantly different numbers of these nine steps, on
average, to discern their vocation (* = p < .05).

Members who had taken more steps tended to be younger than those who had taken
fewer steps. Male teaching elders had taken more steps than female teaching elders.
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The most prevalent of the listed vocational discernment steps was having explored
vocational callings through internships, volunteer work, or job shadowing (Figure 20).
Having taken a class on vocational discernment was the least prevalent.

Figure 20
Steps Panelists Have Ever Taken to Better Discern Their Vocation

Explored possible vocational callings through
internships, volunteer work, or job shadowing*

Taken a personality test, spiritual gifts
inventory, or skills/abilities/interests test

Talked with a personal mentor, family member,
or friend about their vocation

Participated in personal, spiritual, or career
counseling*

Read one or more books, articles, etc., about
vocational discernment*

Spent intentional time in prayer or Bible study
about their vocation*

Talked with a pastor or spiritual elder about
their vocation*

Talked with a professional mentor about their
vocation*

Taken a class on vocational discernment*

® Members

0%

I, 737

91%

I 0%

33%

I 05

29%

| REZ

28%

| REL

27%

I 6%

31%

B 0%

32%

Il s

21%

| 2%
9%

20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Teaching elders

Note: Significantly different percentages of members and teaching elders have ever taken each of the
asterisked steps to better discern their vocation (* = p < .05).




Panelists were also asked how often they would say they feel guided by God in the midst
of daily activities. Roughly one-third of members (35%) and one-half of teaching elders
(52%) feel guided at least daily (Figure 21).

Figure 21
Frequency Panelists Feel Guided by God in the Midst of Daily Activities*

26% 26% 26%
24%

21%
20%

16%
15% 15%
9%
4%
3% 3%
1= i

Many times Every day Mostdays Some days Onceina Neveror Don'tknow
a day while almost
never

® Members Teaching elders

Note: Members and teaching elders feel guided by God in the midst of daily activities with statistically
significantly different frequency (* = p < .05).

More of the theologically conservative members and teaching elders than of their
moderate-to-liberal peers feel guided daily by God. Members and teaching elders who
feel guided daily tend to be older than those who do not feel so guided.
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Participants in the 2004 General Social Survey, a telephone survey with a nationally
representative sample of U.S. adults, were asked the same question about how often
they feel guided by God in the midst of daily activities.

Significantly more PC(USA) teaching elders than U.S. adults in general feel guided by
God in the midst of daily activities at least daily, while significantly fewer PC(USA)
members than U.S. adults feel this daily guidance (Figure 22).

Figure 22
Respondents Who Feel Guided by God in the Midst of Daily Activities
at Least Daily*
60%
52%
50%
42%

40% 35%
30%
20%
10%

0%

PC(USA) members PC(USA) teaching elders U.S. adults

Note: Significantly different percentages of respondents feel guided by God at least daily (* = p < .05).
“GODGUIDE,” in “General Social Survey: 2004,” in “The Association of Religion Data Archives,” at
<http://www.thearda.com/Archive/Files/Analysis/GSS2004/GSS2004_Var567_1.asp> (accessed 10
October 2016).

In response to a final open-ended question on the survey, some panelists reflect on their
life choices and how they feel God has called them in various ways. A female member
argues that, like many other women, earlier in her life, she felt called to serve her
children and families, whereas now a wider range of vocations have emerged for women.
Others are quick to separate paid work and vocation from God, for example: “Vocation
has little to do with a paycheck and lots to do with my use of God's gifts.”
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Appendix A: Survey Questions and Responses
Theological Reflection
Presbyterian Panel: Volume 3, 2016

Teaching
Members  Elders
Number of SUrvey INVItAtioNS SENL ..........ciiiiiiiiieiecece e e re e 1,222 1,354
Number of undeliverable reSPONUENTS .........cuiiiiiiriiieie e 0 10
Number Of SUrVEYS COMPIETEA .........oviiiiiiiicie b e 459 750
RESPONSE FALE ...ttt bbbt b s st bt sb e b e e b e bt e b et e e b e sbeebeenbenre s 38% 56%
Note: A mid-cycle purge of non-respondents contributed to a larger response rate.
Interfaith Activities
For this first question, the term other faith traditions refers to faith traditions outside of the world’s Christian
churches/traditions. Interfaith relations refer to Christian interaction with other faith traditions.
Teaching
Members Elders
1. Within the past two years, have you: (Select all that apply.)
n=256 n=469
Attended an educational event or class to learn about one or more other faith traditions?......... 68% 74%
Attended an interfaith fellowship event (such as a social dinner)?.........c.cccceoviniinnenenennn 14% 17%
Attended an interfaith worship event, prayer service, or Vigil? ... 10% 18%
Been an active member of an interfaith organization?............ccoccvviiineneieicse e 2% 10%
Heard a speaker or speakers from one or more other faith traditions? ...........cccccoevevvivninininns 20% 23%
Participated in a social service activity in your local community that had interfaith
PANTICIPALIONT ...ttt b e bbbttt bbbt 15% 18%
Participated in an intentionally interfaith demonstration, march, protest, or political forum? .....2% 6%
Volunteered for or donated money to an interfaith organization? ...........ccccoceevininnieneneens 11% 13%
NONE OF the ADOVE ... te e sreereenaenre s 16% 10%
2. To what extent do you agree with each of the following statements?
a. Being witness to the good news of Jesus Christ to people who practice a different religion should be a
primary goal of the PC(USA).
n=455 n=746
SErONGIY ISAGIEE ...t bbb 6% 6%
DISAGIEE ... ettt bbbttt bbbt n e 14% 13%
Neither diSAgree NOT AQIEE .........oviiieii et 27% 18%
AAGTBE ..ttt ettt reenree s 34% 35%
SETONGIY AOIEE ...ttt 18% 28%
b. It is important for Presbyterians to learn about other religions.
n=458 n=745
SErONGIY ISAGIEE ...t 2% 2%
DT T £ TSP P TP T P URUR PR PRPPTPRPPN 2% 2%
Neither diSAgree NOT AQIEE ......c..oiiieiiei ettt 8% 4%
AT . r et nre e 40% 37%
SETONGIY AOIEE ..ttt bbbt 48% 56%
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to either rounding or the ability to select more than one option
n = number of respondents who replied to this question A-1




Teaching

Members Elders
2. To what extent do you agree with each of the following statements?
[cont.]
C. The PC(USA) should spend more energy working on interfaith, ecumenical bridge-building.
n=453 n=744
SONGIY QISAGIEE ...ovvieieite ettt sr e te e b e sbeete e besae e e e nre e 5% 5%
[T (o =TSRSS 6% 9%
Neither diSAgrEE NOI AQTEE .....c.viiviiee ettt et sbeera e besre e e e sne e 28% 27%
=L SO RSSRRROTN 44% 36%
Y010 YA To =SSR 17% 22%

For the following religious knowledge questions, please answer as best you can, without looking the answers up.

[Note: The correct responses for Q3 through Q10 are highlighted in bold. In the actual survey, of course, no parts of these
guestions were boldfaced.]

3. In the Jewish faith, when does the Sabbath begin?
n=457 n=746

L T PSSR 79% 94%
T U] (0 YU 20% 6%
0T YU RPSURPS 1% 0%
4 Is Ramadan . ..

n=456 n=742
A Jewish day OF ALONEIMENT ..o et be e sreees 4% 2%
The Hindu festival of lIGhLS ..o e 2% <1%
The Islamic holy MONTN ... e 94% 98%

5. Which of these is the king of gods in ancient Greek mythology?
n=448 n=743

A o0 1 Lo TSSO 5% 4%
1Y =TT TTRTTRRR 1% <1%
ZBUS e 94% 96%

6. What is the name of the holy book of Islam?
[tabulated separately]
7. With which religious tradition is each figure linked?

a. Joseph Smith
n=456 n=743

1010 [0 1172 SRR 0% 0%
L0811 o (0] FToT 1 11 TSR 1% <1%
[ L1810 [UT 1] 1 TR <1% <1%
N[00 E] 1 [T 1% 0%
1Y LoT g 0 0 (o] T 4 SRR 98% 100%
b. Mother Teresa

n=457 n=743
S0 [0 | TS 2 TR 1% 0%
(@F= 1 (0] 103 1] 1.0 97% 100%
[ L1 VTS 2 R 2% <1%
L0 T0 P T TS 0% 0%
Yo 1 410 1)1 TR 0% <1%

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to either rounding or the ability to select more than one option
n = number of respondents who replied to this question A-2



7. With which religious tradition is each figure linked?
[cont.]
C. The Dalai Lama

2100 [0 | aTE 1 O PR
(011 o (0] FToT 1<) 11 R
[ 110 [UTES 2 PR
N[00 = E) 1 I PTRR
1Y [0 € 10 AT 1 PO

d. Maimonides

9. What religion do most people in each of the following countries consider themselves?

a. India

b. Indonesia

3010 [0 | V1 TR
(O 0| 41 (1= o SRR
[ L1870 (U SRR
1YL T T2 IO

C. Pakistan

10. Which of these religions aims at nirvana, the state of being free from suffering?

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to either rounding or the ability to select more than one option
n = number of respondents who replied to this question

Members

Teaching
Elders

n=739
91%
<1%
9%
<1%
0%

n=694
4%
0%
20%
75%
<1%

n=730
97%
1%
2%

n=736
3%
0%
96%
<1%

n=722
24%
2%
3%
72%

n=732
2%
1%
4%
93%

n=741
78%
22%
1%
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Members

Theological Understanding

11. To what extent do you agree with each of the following statements?

a.

As a church committed to Reformed theology, the PC(USA) must take sin very seriously

n=443
SONGIY QISAGIEE ...ovvieieite ettt sr e te e b e sbeete e besae e e e nre e 2%
DISAGIEE «..vi ettt sttt ettt e b e e e b e Eeen b sreera e tenreenrere e 11%
Neither diSAgrEE NOT A0FEE .....c.viiviieeiee ettt sre st sbeera e besre e e e nre e 19%
=L SO RSSRRROTN 50%
Y010 YA To =SSR 19%
Confession is a crucial practice in Reformed traditions

n=443
0010 YA [T Lo T SR 2%
DISAGIEE «..vi ettt sttt ettt e b e e e b e Eeen b sreera e tenreenrere e 13%
NEither diSAgrEE NOT A0FEE .....c.viiviiee e et be e st sbesra e besreeseesre e 17%
F o | £ PRSPPI 44%
SEONGIY AOIEE ...ttt s e e be e b e s be s te e besbeereesteaneesreares 24%
Jesus Christ is the only Savior and Lord

n=441
SONGIY ISAGIEE ..eovveeeiiite ettt e e e sa e be e e e sbeete e besaeeseenre e 2%
DISAQIEE «.e.veitieite ettt ettt b et e e s e s b e e te et e e be e e e beeReenreete e benae e e e re e e e nreares 8%
NEIther diSAgrEE NOT AOFEE .....c.viiviiie ettt sre s te et sbesre e besreereenre e 16%
o | £ SRR PSR 29%
SEONGIY AOIEE ...ttt r et e et e s be st e e besbeereesteaneesreares 45%
The Bible cannot be reinterpreted according to the changing circumstances in which we read it

n=444
SONGIY ISAGIEE ..veveiieie ettt sbe st e s be s te e e besneesrears 26%
DISAGIEE ...ttt ettt s b et b e e te et e s b et e be e e e b e e be e s b sheere e benreenrenre e 34%
NEither diSAgrEE NOT AQFEE .....c.viiviiie ettt st te e sre st e e sbeera e besreenresre e 12%
o ] (T USSR 15%
SEONGIY AQIEE ... ittt et st e st e et e s ae e te e besbe e e e beaneesreares 13%

The concept of God’s grace means that everyone, no matter who they are or what they do,
is loved by God

n=444

SONGIY ISAGIEE ...vveeiiiectie et st e e st e be e b e s beebeebesaeeneenre e 1%
DISAQIEE «.veitieite ettt ettt st e r et e e s e s b e te et e e be et e b e e Rbenreete e besaeenr e reeaeenreares 1%

NEIther diSAgrEE NOI AQTEE .....ccveiieeie ettt sttt re st sbe s e e e besaeesreaes 2%

o ] (T USSR 31%
SEONGIY AQIEE ... ittt r et e e e sbe e te e besbe e b e teareesrears 66%

12. Which statement comes closest to your view?

n=438

God chooses who is to be saved through Jesus ChIiSt.........cccccove v 20%
People choose Jesus Christ @S theil SAVIOF .........cooviiiiieii e 46%
GO SAVES BVEIYONE ...ttt ettt e ettt es e see e st e teaseesee et e eneesaeeseebeameeneesaeaneeseeeteeneesreeneense e 28%
Salvation is an outdated CONCEPL........coiiieiiiiee ettt see e e 6%

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to either rounding or the ability to select more than one option
n = number of respondents who replied to this question

Teaching
Elders

n=743
1%
3%
7%
45%
44%

n=743
1%
2%
3%
44%
50%

n=740
4%
7%
17%
28%
45%

n=744
36%
36%
9%
10%
9%

n=744
2%
3%
3%
21%
71%

n=729
50%
15%
29%
6%
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13.

Members

How important, in general, is each of these to you in making everyday decisions as a Christian?

a.

Current friend or family member and his or her advice or example

n=445
NOt at All IMPOITANT......ceiiiiie et re e re e srears 8%
SHONHIY IMPOITANT ..o et e e e saears 21%
0] 00 ¥ g RSP P P SPRPROPN 48%
BN T A 1T o o] g Lo SRR 22%
N[0T o] o111 [0 o IS SRR 2%
Current pastor or spiritual advisor and his or her teaching or example

n=443
NOt at All IMPOITANT......ceiiiiie et re e re e srears 3%
SHONEIY IMPOITANT ..o e re e seeares 18%
0] 00 ¥ g RSP SRRPROPN 49%
BN T A 1T o o] g Lo SRR 27%
[N\ [oJ o] o111 [0 o IS EPSRR 2%
God’s will

n=444
NOt at All IMPOITANT ......cviiieiiece e e et re e re e srers 2%
SHONEIY IMPOITANT ..o et be e b e b e b sae e e e nre e 4%
L0000 1 7- o | PP STS 26%
VEIY IMPOMTANT......cuiiiiiece ettt s e et e s b e s be e e e sbeete e besreesnenre e 62%
I\ [0l o] o111 [0 o IS OSSPSR 6%
Jesus Christ’s leading through prayer

n=442
NOt at All IMPOITANT ......cviiieiiece e e et re e re e srers 2%
SHONEIY IMPOITANT ..o et be e b e b e b sae e e e nre e 8%
L0000 7o | PP RTR 35%
VEIY IMPOMTANT.....cuiiiiieecce et sr et b e et e et e s aeese e besteeresresneeseears 53%
[N [0 T o] o 111110 o IS OSSPSR 3%
Jesus Christ’s teaching, life, or example

n=445
NOt at Al IMPOITANT ........eciiiec et sre et be s re e e <1%
SHONEY IMPOITANT ..ot be e s beebe et sae e e nre e 2%
1000 1 7 g | SRR 23%
VT 1T oo g Lo S U SRR 73%
[N [0 T o] o 111110 o IS OSSPSR 2%
PC(USA) Book of Order

n=443
NOt at Al IMPOITANT ........eiiiiiie e e sbe e b sre e e 25%
SHONHY IMPOITANT ..o e b e s re e be e e srears 39%
IMPOITANT. ...ttt ettt b sbe e sbe et e s nbe e beesbeentee 24%
VT VA 700 - g | USSP 6%
[N (030 o1 1] [0 o LTRSS 5%

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to either rounding or the ability to select more than one option
n = number of respondents who replied to this question

Teaching
Elders

n=743
5%
21%
46%
28%
1%

n=743
5%
16%
50%
23%
6%

n=745
1%
2%
20%
74%
4%

n=742
1%
4%
26%
66%
3%

n=744
<1%
1%
13%
83%
3%

n=742
22%
47%
26%
4%
1%
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Members
13. How important, in general, is each of these to you in making everyday decisions as a Christian?
[cont.]
g. PC(USA) creeds and confessions
n=440
NOt at Al IMPOITANT ........eoiiiici e et be e e nre e 13%
SHONHIY IMPOITANT ..o et e e e saears 33%
L0000 1 -1 | S ST SUPR TP TSR 41%
BN T A 1T o o] g Lo SRR 11%
N[0T o] o111 [0 o IS SRR 3%
h. Scripture
n=447
NOt at Al IMPOITANT ........eoieii e et re e e sre e <1%
SHONHY IMPOITANT ..o et sr e re e eesre e e sre e 9%
0] 00 ¥ g RSP SRRPROPN 32%
BN T A 1T o o] g Lo SRR 56%
[N\ [oJ o] o111 [0 o IS EPSRR 3%
i The leading of the Holy Spirit
n=444
NOt at All IMPOITANT ......cviiieiiece e e et re e re e srers 2%
SHONEIY IMPOITANT ..o et be e b e b e b sae e e e nre e 4%
L0000 1 7- o | PP STS 25%
VEIY IMPOMTANT......cuiiiiiece ettt s e et e s b e s be e e e sbeete e besreesnenre e 66%
I\ [0l o] o111 [0 o IS OSSPSR 4%
14. In your opinion, what is distinctive about Reformed/Presbyterian theology?
[tabulated separately]
15. How important are each of these Reformed/Presbyterian principles to you?
a. Calling
n=439
NOt at Al IMPOITANT......ceiiiiie e et be e srees 3%
SHONHY IMPOITANT ... e et b e s re e be e e srears 13%
1000 1 7 g | SR 41%
VEIY IMPOMTANT....ecviiiiieee et e st s b et e et e saeeseesbesteebesbeeneeseears 37%
[N [0 T o] o 111110 o IS OSSPSR 6%
b. Connectionalism
n=434
NOt at Al IMPOITANT......c.eiiiiie et be e srers 4%
SHONHY IMPOITANT ... et r e be s neesreers 14%
1000 1 7 g | SRR 33%
VEIY IMPOMTANT....ecuiiiiieei e s et b e te et e saeereesbesteesbesreeneeseeares 30%
[N [0 I 0] o1 ] [0 ISP 19%
C. Covenant life
n=428
NOt at @ll IMPOFTANT ... et ees 3%
SHGNTIY IMPOITANT ...t ees 16%
IMPOITANT. ...ttt ettt e be e sbe e sbe e st e st e e beenbeesbee 41%
BT VA T Ta] - o SRR 25%
[N [0 20 o1 ] [0 o ISP 15%

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to either rounding or the ability to select more than one option

n = number of respondents who replied to this question

Teaching
Elders

n=738
7%
34%
48%
11%
<1%

n=743
<1%
1%
20%
76%
3%

n=746
<1%
1%
15%
79%
5%

n=746
<1%
2%
21%
76%
<1%

n=745
1%
9%
36%
53%
1%

n=745
<1%
5%
41%
52%
2%
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15. How important are each of these Reformed/Presbyterian principles to you?
[cont.]
d. Election

Not at all IMPOFTANT.........ccviiiiieie e e
SHGtlY IMPOITANT ... e
IMPOITANT. ..o bbb sree e
VEIY IMPOFTANT.....cueiitiiiec e re et be e e re e
N[0T o] o111 [0 o PSSRSO

e. Grace

Not at all IMPOFTANT........c.ccviiiiiece e e
SHGtlY IMPOITANT ... e e
IMPOITANT. ..o bbb sree e
VEIY IMPOFTANT.....cueiitiiiec e re et be e e re e
I\ [o T o] o111 1o o ISR SS U STOSPN

f. Human tendency to idolatry and tyranny

Not at all IMPOMTANT.........coviiiiiice e
SHGtY IMPOITANT ..o e e
IMPOITANT. ..o esre e
VErY IMPOMANT......c.eiiiiecic et sre e b sre s
N [o T o] o111 1o o IS S RS SSRS SN

g. Ministers and elders lead the church together

Not at all IMPOMTANT.........coviiiiiice e
SHGtY IMPOITANT ..o e e
IMPOITANT. ... r e srae e sree e
VEIY IMPOMANT.....c.eiitiiiec et s re et sre e e
NO OPINION L. e s be e sresre e besre s

h. Priesthood of all believers

Not at all IMPOITANT.........coviiiiiciceecc e
SHGtlY IMPOITANT ..o e e
IMPOITANT. ...t e e sraeeereeen
VEIY IMPOMANT.....ceiitiiiec e st sre e e
NO OPINION L. e s be e sresre e besre s

i Promotion of social righteousness

Not at all IMPOITANT .........ccviiiiiiciie e e
SHGtlY IMPOITANT ..ot
IMPOITANT. ...t
VT VA 11T 0] - g OSSP
I\ [0 30 o111 [0 SRR

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to either rounding or the ability to select more than one option

n = number of respondents who replied to this question

Members

Teaching
Elders

n=745
17%
27%
29%
27%
1%

n=746
0%
<1%
3%
95%
2%

n=741
3%
11%
38%
46%
2%

n=746
1%
6%
27%
66%
<1%

n=745
<1%
2%
18%
78%
1%

n=744
1%
9%
29%
60%
2%
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Teaching
Members Elders

15. How important are each of these Reformed/Presbyterian principles to you?

[cont.] _

J. Sovereignty of God
n=440 n=744

NOt at Al IMPOITANT ........eoiiiici e et be e e nre e <1% <1%
SHONLIY IMPOITANT ..o et e b e raeaesre e e e nre e 3% 3%
0] 00 ¥ g RSP P P SPRPROPN 20% 10%
BN T A 1T o o] g Lo SRR 2% 85%
N[0T o] o111 [0 o IS SRR 4% <1%

k. Stewardship
n=439 n=744

NOt at Al IMPOITANT ........eoieii e et re e e sre e <1% <1%
SHONLIY IMPOITANT ..o et e b e raeaesre e e e nre e 5% 4%
0] 00 ¥ g RSP SRRPROPN 42% 38%
BN T A 1T o o] g Lo SRR 52% 57%
[N\ [oJ o] o111 [0 o IS EPSRR 1% <1%

16. Please elaborate on your response to the question about the importance to you of various Reformed/Presbyterian
principles.

[tabulated separately]

17. To what extent do you agree with each of the following statements?

a. Church community is essential to life as a Christian
n=446 n=745
SONGIY ISAGIEE ..veveiiiitecee et s be et e et e s re e e e reaneesreares <1% <1%
DISAQIEE «.e.veetieite ettt ettt s r et e st st e e te e be s Re e b e b e e Ra e nreete e besre e e e reereenreares 3% 1%
NEIther diSAgrEE NOI AQFTEE .....ccviieeiecie ettt st re e e e r e te e s reste e besre e e re s e e srenees 6% 3%
F o (TG PRSP 48% 38%
SEONGIY AQIEE ...ttt sb et e e e s beete e besreerresbeareesreares 43% 57%
b. | feel comfortable sharing my faith with other people
n=444 n=744
SONGIY ISAGIEE ...oviieieiectee ettt e e st e s be e b e sbeebeebesaeeseenre e 1% <1%
DISAQIEE «.veitieite ettt ettt st e r et e e s e s b e te et e e be et e b e e Rbenreete e besaeenr e reeaeenreares 7% 3%
NEither diSAgrEE NOT AQFEE .....c.viiviiie ettt ettt e st sbeera e besreenresre e 23% 7%
o ] (T USSR 52% 58%
SEONGIY AQIEE ... ittt r et e e e sbe e te e besbe e b e teareesrears 17% 31%
C. In the realm of values, the final authority about good and bad is the individual
n=440 n=742
SONGIY ISAGIEE ..ot sbe et et s be e e beaaeesrears 25% 41%
DISAQIEE ..ttt e ettt e e te et s be et e be e Rt et eebeerbesheeta e besreenrenre e 43% 45%
Neither diSAgIrEe NOT AQTEE ........oii ettt ettt ee et e e sreereentesreeneenee e 20% 12%
F N0 =T O PP P TP UPTRTORROUROTN 11% 3%
Y0010 Y- To = SR 3% <1%

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to either rounding or the ability to select more than one option
n = number of respondents who replied to this question A-8



Teaching

Members Elders
17. To what extent do you agree with each of the following statements?
[cont.]
d. In the realm of values, the final authority about good and bad is the Scriptures
n=443 n=743
SONGIY QISAGIEE ...ovvieieite ettt sr e te e b e sbeete e besae e e e nre e 4% 3%
DISAGIEE «..vi ettt sttt ettt e b e e e b e Eeen b sreera e tenreenrere e 15% 15%
Neither diSAgrEE NOT A0FEE .....c.viiviieeiee ettt sre st sbeera e besre e e e nre e 31% 25%
=L SO RSSRRROTN 35% 38%
Y010 YA To =SSR 15% 19%
e. It is important to share my faith with other people
n=446 n=742
SEONGIY ISAGIEE ....veeieie et st e e st e s te e b e st e ere e besaeereenre e 1% <1%
[T (o =TSRSS 5% 2%
Neither diSAgrEE NOT A0FEE .....c.viiviieeiee ettt re st sbeera e besreereenre e 23% 10%
=L SO RSSRRROTN 54% 60%
SEONGIY AOIEE ....eiviitiecee ettt e e e et e et e sbe s te e besbeereesteeneesreares 18% 28%
f. Jesus was born of a virgin
n=446 n=744
SONGIY ISAGIEE ..eovveeeiiite ettt e e e sa e be e e e sbeete e besaeeseenre e 6% 7%
DISAQIEE «.e.veitieite ettt ettt b et e e s e s b e e te et e e be e e e beeReenreete e benae e e e re e e e nreares 6% 6%
NEIther diSAGrEE NOT AOFEE .....c.viiviiie et sttt st sbeere e besreeneenre e 33% 31%
o | £ SRR PSR 28% 30%
SEONGIY AOIEE ...ttt s e e be e b e s be s te e besbeereesteaneesreares 28% 26%

18. The 222" General Assembly (2016) in Portland, Oregon, approved changes in the Directory for Worship, which
will not go to presbyteries for approval. In one of these changes, the directory would no longer specify Baptism as
a requirement for taking communion in PC(USA) congregations, but instead would explain that the unbaptized
who wish to take communion should also be invited to be baptized subsequently.

Do you affirm that those who are not baptized should be received and fed at the Lord’s Table, then invited into

deeper relationship with Christ through Baptism?
n=445 n=743

YOS, AEFINITEIY ..o e et be et e e s b e e teebesbeere e re e 53% 59%
Y ES, POSSIDIY ..o e e b e e et e r e r e te e tesreereeareans 26% 23%
1L TR 11% 13%
I L0 5 = 11% 5%

19. In your opinion, what does this say about the relationship of Baptism to the Lord’s Table?

[tabulated separately]

20. Another pending addition to the Directory for Worship describes worship as a contextual, cross-cultural,
transcultural, countercultural, and intercultural event, and invites PC(USA) congregations to pray and sing with
the church around the world. How important do you believe it is to consider culture when celebrating or planning

worship?

n=447 n=744
AN o] A= U= LI ] 0] - T | SR 4% 1%
SHGNTIY IMPOITANT ...ttt e b e st e seeeteebesreeneenee e 17% 11%
IMIPOITANT. ...ttt b e e bt e b e e e s et et e e sbe e sbeeseeesmbeanbeebeenbeennneas 40% 35%
TV T - g PRSP 36% 51%
N[00 o1 1] [0 SRS 3% 1%

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to either rounding or the ability to select more than one option
n = number of respondents who replied to this question A-9



Members
Vocational Discernment
21. To what extent do you agree with each of the following statements?
a. God elects us for service, not just for salvation
n=444
SONGIY QISAGIEE ...ovvieieite ettt sr e te e b e sbeete e besae e e e nre e 1%
[T (o =TSRSS 2%
NEIther diSAGIEE NOI AQFTEE .....cveiieeie e ettt e ettt a e s re st e besre e e resraesreares 8%
F N0 = TSP PP PR 54%
Y010 YA To =SSR 35%
b. I have tried to pursue a vocation that best uses the talents and gifts God has given me
n=439
SONGIY ISAGIEE ...evveeieie e s te et e be e e ra e beaneesrenres <1%
[T (o =TSRSS 3%
NEither diSAgrEE NOT A0FEE .....c.viiviiee e et be e st sbesra e besreeseesre e 13%
F o | £ PRSPPI 49%
SEONGIY AOIEE ...ttt s e e be e b e s be s te e besbeereesteaneesreares 35%
C. My entire life’s work is a calling to honor and glorify God
n=438
SONGIY ISAGIEE ...vveeiiitece e s e b e re e sr e be e b e sbeete e tesaeeseenre e 1%
DISAQIEE «.e.veitieite ettt ettt b et e e s e s b e e te et e e be e e e beeReenreete e benae e e e re e e e nreares 8%
NEIther diSAgrEE NOT AOFEE .....c.viiviiie ettt sre s te et sbesre e besreereenre e 31%
o | £ SRR PSR 35%
SEONGIY AOIEE ...ttt r et e et e s be st e e besbeereesteaneesreares 25%
d. I don’t think my work has anything to do with my faith
n=439
SONGIY ISAGIEE ..veveiieie ettt sbe st e s be s te e e besneesrears 67%
DISAGIEE ...ttt ettt s b et b e e te et e s b et e be e e e b e e be e s b sheere e benreenrenre e 19%
NEither diSAgrEE NOT AQFEE .....c.viiviiie ettt st te e sre st e e sbeera e besreenresre e 13%
o ] £ OSSR 1%
SEONGIY AQIEE ...ttt st s b e et b et e e be e seesbe e b e sbeebeebesaeereenre e 1%
22. Which of the following would you consider part of your vocation? (Select all that apply.)
n=203
Y2 o] o T OSSPSR 74%
My (other) role(s) in MY CONGIEGALION........ccuiiiiiieiiiteiee ettt sre e e b sre s 35%
My engagement with the mission of the ChUrCh ... 27%
My SErVICe t0 MY TAMIIY ....ooiiie e e e 45%
My interactions with friends, acquaintances, and StraNQErS.........cccceceveeriererieese e 41%
Y YA Yo [0 0] (== GV o] o SO SRPROPT 40%
Stewardship of my time, money, and taAlentsS ..........cc.coovviii e 43%
The general commands for all Christians (belief and obedience)...........cccocevevieiiiiiiciccenen, 28%
The gifts, abilities, and interests that God has given Me............coceviiie e 44%
All of these are part 0F MY VOCALION.........cciiiiiii et 28%

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to either rounding or the ability to select more than one option
n = number of respondents who replied to this question

Teaching
Elders

n=743
1%
2%
4%
31%
63%

n=743
1%
<1%
2%
29%
69%

n=742
<1%
1%
4%
33%
62%

n=743
84%
14%
1%
1%
1%

n=293
85%
51%
55%
53%
54%
53%
55%
45%
52%
57%
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23.

24.

25.

Members

Teaching

Elders

Have you ever taken any of the following steps, at any point in your life, to better discern your vocation? (Select

all that apply.)

n=252
Explored possible vocational callings through internships, volunteer work, or job shadowing.73%
Participated in personal, spiritual, or career COUNSEIING .........ccevviieiiiieie s 18%
Read one or more books, articles, etc. about vocational diSCErNMENT ........ccvvvvvvevvieeiiieerereinneens 18%
Spent intentional time in prayer or Bible study about your vocation.............ccccceevevveieiecnennnn, 16%
Talked with a pastor or spiritual elder about Your VOCAtION..........c.ccceeveiieieiieie e 10%
Talked with a personal mentor, family member, or friend about your vocation......................... 25%
Talked with a professional mentor about Your VOCALION............cccceveeieiesie s 8%
Taken a class on vocational diSCEIMMENT...........cuiiiiiiiiieieieee s 2%
Taken a personality test, a spiritual gifts inventory, or a skills/abilities/interests test ................ 30%
How often would you say you feel guided by God in the midst of daily activities?

n=357
INEVET OF @IMOST NEVET ...ttt ettt e bbbttt bbb e 3%
ONCE IN @ WRNIIE 1.ttt et b et st nbe e e 15%
SOIME TAYS ...veeveeteite ettt et e st e st e st e te et e s beese e besae e s ee st e esbesbeeteesbesae et e sbeeneesbeeteentesteeneereans 21%
IMIOSE AYS ...ttt ittt ettt ettt et st e s e et e e te et e st e e st e sreebeesbesbees e e besaeeeesteeneesbesreenrenres 24%
Y YA YOS SOSR 20%
MANY TIMES @ UAY ....vecveiieitieiece et e st e s e s b e s be e e sbeese e besae e resteeneesbesraeneesreas 15%
D103 5 B 310 ) SRR TRP RN 3%

n=605
91%
28%
27%
31%
32%
29%
21%
9%
33%

n=638
1%
4%
16%
26%
26%
26%
9%

Please use the space below for any additional comments about interfaith relations, theology, or your vocation.

[tabulated separately]

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to either rounding or the ability to select more than one option
n = number of respondents who replied to this question
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Appendix B: Members’ Verbatim Responses
Theological Reflection Presbyterian Panel: Volume 3, 2016
Open-Ended Question on the Distinctiveness of
Reformed/Presbyterian Theology

Q-14: In your opinion, what is distinctive about Reformed/Presbyterian theology?

?

?

[T don't know how to answer this!]

1) Salvation by Grace through faith. 2) Seeking to understand and be understood while
knowing we cannot ever completely understand. 3) Commitment to the priesthood of all
believers.

1. through Jesus Christ we believe in the basic sovereignty of God and His love for us and
direction of our lives. 2. The importance of inclusion - of diversity in those who will have a
place in God's kingdom.

A person's salvation is "sola gratia" by the Grace of God alone

A strong movement to being open to all faiths and beliefs of one God through many religions.

Acceptance

Accepting of people of different faiths.

accepts people

All of salvation's work is on God through the Son, Jesus Christ.

all people are welcomed by Presbyterians

Allowing for differing interpretations and dissent

Allowing women in leadership positions, belief in the Scripture and Jesus' teachings as a
guiding principle, looking to acting in the world in line with Christian teachings, and belief in
one triune God.

Always reforming

always reforming

Always reforming

Always reforming understanding of theology and how God works in the world today.

Always reforming. Love with no boundaries

Always reforming. Open to different ideas of faith through study and prayer

An apologetic belief that Jesus, Son of God, was born of a virgin, suffered, died and rose
again. The Holy Spirit dwells in me to complete the mystery of a triune God.

an emphasis on the greatness, or sovereignty of God, a unique and authoritative witness to
Jesus Christ, a commitment to lifelong learning.

Availability of Grace all are known & loved by God

Being more open to the world around us. Thinking outside of the box.

Being saved by God's grace

Being saved by grace for good works




Being willing to accept change as our world changes. Continue as a people to have regular
church attendance. Bible reading, prayer and participate in church and community activities.
Being informed of Christian work around the world and supportive of these efforts.

Belief in the trinity and belief in faith Jesus Christ as our savior

Bible based beliefs/actions

Choice. One can disagree (agreeably!) on anything without any thought of being
excommunicated

Communion for all who proclaim Jesus as lord. Baptism is a public acknowledgment of being
chosen/called by name by God. ALL are welcome.

Concept of mutual forbearance on matters other than essentials Calling for both salvation
and service Interpretation of scripture in light of the entirety of scripture, acknowledging the
effects of historical and cultural context

Congregational decision-making

Demonstrates the evolving theology of the 20th and 21st century.

Devalued dogma with a very structured system of theology

Different

Discernment through group thinking, particularly through a session that believes in the
process

Distinctive compared to other religions - our faith is based on a specific set of historical facts.
If those historical events did not happen, Christianity is false. Distinctive compared to other
Christian denominations - God elects who he will and we cannot do anything to earn
salvation.

Doctrines of election & God's sovereignty, total depravity of human beings, God's power to
transform sinners into saints through the Holy Spirit in us. Sufficiency of the work, life and
death of Jesus Christ for our redemption

Don't know enough about them

Don't really know

Each individual can deal in their way with God.

Each person of the Trinity has a distinct personal relationship directly with me. God does not
change - His Word is reliable and the same in Jesus and in scripture.

Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda.

Education and constant questioning

Emphasis on God's sovereignty and irresistible grace

emphasis on God's sovereignty, grace, and the need for constant reformation back to the
Word of God

Emphasis on grace

emphasis on grace alone

Emphasis on sin rather than grace and forgiveness.

Emphasis on the Sovereignty of God and salvation through grace.

Equality and democracy. I cannot earn my own salvation or be responsible for someone
else’s. Worshipping in spirit and truth avoiding idolatry or vanity. Studying scripture not for
literal history but inspiration.

Evangelical, fundamentalist beliefs, literal bible interpretations today

Everyone can interpret Scripture independent. However, this allows for apostasy such as in
the PCUSA. In the Orthodox church holy tradition is considered along with Scripture. This is
the teachings and lives of the saints and martyrs of the church.




Faith

Faith based.

flexibility to incorporate modern issues and approaches to knowing the truth

Focus on context in understanding rather than literalism

Focus on God's sovereign acts of grace, in his reaching out to us, and our gratitude in
response.

Focus on learning, teaching and the interpretation of scripture through the lens of society in
the book of confessions.

Focus on the sovereignty of God

Following Jesus's teaching is most important - those who do covenant do much wrong. We
have well written choices to keep us on the right track

Freedom to study and understand our faith without imposition of another's ideas or views.

gift of grace and grace alone, no need to earn God's grace

God alone is lord of the conscience. Reformed, and always reforming.

God is accessible and the relationship is direct.

God is ever changing, therefore, my faith and beliefs will also change over time as I study,
practice, and grow.

God is good and forgiving. Reading the bible is important.

God loves all. God sent Jesus to die for our sins. God's Grace gives us comfort in knowing we
are saved. The choice is ours. Once saved, always saved. We are predestined from the
beginning of time.

God loves us no matter what. The messages of scripture can be reinterpreted in the light of
the times we live in for its guidance for living each new day.

God saves everyone, even before they are able to acknowledge God's salvation.

God, not man, is the first mover.

God's continuing action among people.

God's Grace

God's grace

God's grace and his involvement in our lives rather than focusing on sin.

God's grace and love of everyone.

God's grace is extended to the covenant community of believers

God's grace is freely given, and not earned. God is still and ever creating and present.

God's grace means everyone is loved by God

God's grace welcomes all

God's grace. Connectionalism. Priesthood of all believers. Calling

God's incredible Grace should be responded to with gratitude in the form of loving God by
loving people.

God's sovereignty and grace

Grace

Grace

Grace

Grace alone and priesthood of all believers

Grace and predestination

Grace cannot be earned, cannot be bought and is given by God.
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Grace freely given

Grace is an important part of it.

Grace through faith

Grow without earning it.

Have not bothered to study it to determine. Most 'reformed' theology usually takes on a
more liberal direction which I oppose.

Honesty, open dialogue and the freedom to examine the meaning of faith and life.

Hopefully its sensibility. We live on one planet. We are all brothers and sisters. We must
learn to get along and take care of the planet God gave us. We need a church that can help us
with this mission.

Humans have been gifted with reason, with which we should discern God and chose to follow
him.

I am not a theological scholar with that type of basis on which to form an opinion. I chose
this tradition because it does not emphasize adhering to rigid sets of rules. Rather, it seems to
direct us to act by applying the principles of Christianity and prayerfulness. Within this
construct, I can seek the presence of God in my life. Insofar as my understanding of God has
changed as I have aged and as society exposed new areas of understanding, I have been able
to revise and grow my faith. This tradition allows for this, and I feel at home here because of
it.

I am not knowledgeable enough about Reformed/Presbyterian theology to have an opinion.

I am not sure.

I attend both PC USA and PCA churches and while a member PCUSA I think they are
becoming too liberal.....

I believe that it allows individuals the opportunities to serve the church in many different
ways.

I do love the order and ardor of Presbyterians and the grace we extend to others, even though
we believe differently.

I don't know

I don't know

I don't really know

I don't understand reform theology

I feel it demands personal responsibility from us when it comes to making faith decisions.

I find that I am drawn to the fact that the Presbyterian theology tend to derive meaning and
teaching from the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. I have been to many catholic services
and other religious services and tend to grimace at the brimstone and fire lectures. I am
happy to be included in a church that have teaches me to go out into the world and live my
life to best represent my faith. I am not shoving my religious view down anyone's throat but
rather share my experiences and express the love and faith I found in my God.

I have no idea

I really don't know!
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I think the emphasis on the sovereignty of God and salvation by grace. I must say my real
answer to who chooses who is a both/and. We can only be saved because God chooses to save
us, but I believe that in God's sovereignty God makes room for our free will to choose to give
our lives to God in and through Jesus Christ. Election is good news that God has taken the
first initiative in reconciliation. And it is all by grace. My daughter was told by someone of a
different tradition that the reformed emphasis on grace leads to a nonchalant attitude toward
obedience. I said it is all grace, 24/7. Even the will to obey. God is doing it all because that's
how much God loves us. And when you really start to absorb the height, depth, and breadth
of such love, you want to please God and start trusting that God might know what God is
talking about.

I'm a Presbyterian in transition with respect to Reformed theology. I am more interested in
following the example of Jesus Christ. Connectionalism and social justice for all, no
exceptions are very important to me.

I'm not sure I truly understand the term 'reformed Presbyterian". (Embarrassed to say this -
and determined to learn immediately)

Importance of confession

In comparison to what? other religions or other denominations? Centrality of The Bible as
the revelation of God and his plan. Jesus Christ as the incarnation of God and means of
redemption between God and humanity.

Inclusive nature - concern with present world as well as "future".

inclusiveness and its scholarship

Inclusiveness. Ministering to all regardless of their beliefs

Inclusiveness. Nonjudgmental outlook on society.

It challenges people to THINK and not follow blindly words spoken from the pulpit which
may consider the Bible inerrant. It is open TO ALL, no matter the socioeconomics, gender,
sexual identity, etc.

It embodies a world and life view which is helpful in daily life and thinking.

It focuses on Grace and loving each other, not rigid strictures that separate people from each
other. When issues come up like accepting gays we have to re-form our ideas and love them
as God does.

It has released us so that each Presbyterian can decide for himself what he truly believes &
not be subject to criticism

It is always open to change.

It is constantly changing as our culture changes

It is ever changing and adapting.

It is grounded in Christs teaching of Love God / Love neighbor which is an eternal truth, but
it is also, paradoxically, "always reforming" because the world is a changing place

It is less impaired by episcopal structure.

It is not old testament based and is inclusive

It is okay for us to hold different views but we understand that Jesus is the one answer and
we just need to work to understand and respond to his love and guidance

It provides a framework for living. It is not dogmatic.

It’s distinctive by the fact that it can be interpreted in a lot of different ways that connect to
current events.

Its roots in Calvinistic understanding
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It's sensitivity to reforming itself as led by the Holy Spirit into an understanding of the times
and situations with which we are confronted.

Jesus is central and everything is in order.

Jesus is risen. He has overcome sin and death. My sin. My death. He loved me enough to do
that. He is risen.

Justification by faith and salvation by grace

Key to our beliefs/policies

Knowing that you are already pardoned for your sins

Knowing we do not have to work for the love of God we are liberated to go into the world
doing the reconciling work of God. 12. Which statement comes closest to your view? God
chooses who is to be saved through Jesus Christ and (not or) God saves everyone. 'We have
our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who
believe.' In the fullness of time, all things in heaven and on earth will be gathered together in
Christ. God's grace is beyond all understanding.

Knowledge about what we believe, theology centered on what the Bible says even when it
seems illogical.

Lack of ritual in worship

Less emphasis on structure & formality

Let us apply the bible according to our times, not forgetting the basic, and adapting to the
times we are living.

Local church led by elders; connected through the presbyteries.

Loving and caring for one another and others physically, emotionally, and spiritually;
teaching more than preaching at our own and others, sharing the true good news

Making God's word (the Bible) accessible to everyone; it's not just for clergy. It focuses on
God's saving grace through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. It proclaims God's active
involvement in history and life today.

Man's direct relationship with our Lord, undeserved grace, and all that I do is in response to
God's call

Many branches of Christianity espouse a contract kind of relationship. Ex. If you do this,
then God will do this. But in Reformed tradition we have a covenant kind of relationship. Ex.
Because God loves us and has done something for us in Jesus, therefore, we may respond.

Many nations will grow toward God's blessings

Ministry of all, public confession and after that, a great deal of discord. The concepts of Sin
and Confession are not owned by Reformed or Presby theology.

My church is my spiritual home and very important to me!

N/A

NA

No comment

No opinion

No preaching hell and damnation God's unconditional grace is for everyone, not just the
'saved.' Acceptance of others' beliefs. Those beliefs are 'different,' not necessarily 'wrong.'

No room for hatred, arrogance

No thoughts

Not as bat shit crazy as most religions

Not as strict?

Not even sure what it is. Jesus Christ leads me each day, so I don't pay any attention to these
silly terms.
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Not much fundamental. All Christians need to work together.

Not rigid and stuck in 'how its always been done'. Tradition is good but only if there is
meaning behind it.

Not Sure

Not sure

Not sure

Not sure

Not sure

Not sure anymore - We seem to be moving away from Biblical truths

Omnipotent God leading to conclusion of predestination

Open mindedness

open to other interpretations of scripture, open to values found in other religions

Openness, awareness, and understanding

Origins in Calvin; a model of church organization and leadership

Our belief in grace, and in being the elect.

Our commitment to always being open to God's voice and our willingness to be constantly
reforming. Our emphasis on lay and clergy being equal is an important distinction as well.

Our Confessions; the sovereignty of God, priesthood of all believers

Our focus on a redeeming triune God who is wrathful but full of grace.

Our system of governance Openness, acceptance

Our worship and running of the church is done together as a community and the importance
of helping others, doing good service to those that need help.

Participatory nature of Presbyterianism

People study the scripture and are informed by the teachings of Calvin and Knox as they seek
to understand and follow Jesus.

Personal and direct access to God.

Placing the Bible in its historical context

Polity

Polity; that the Elders through Session manage the church for Jesus Christ

Positive and uplifting. Joyful. Celebration of God's love....for all....even non-Christians.

PRAYER AND THE GRACE FO GOD IS FOR ALL

Predestination

Predestination.

Reformed and always reforming Social justice

reformed and ALWAYS reforming- that we take scholarship seriously- that we are educated
and respectful of all faiths

Reformed and always reforming. To me this means I should be open to new thoughts, ways,
and people. Easier said than done. But I hope and pray that with God's help that my life will
be an example of Christian love daily

Reformed and always reforming. It changes as led by Holy Spirit.

Reformed and always reforming. Reliance upon interpretation of Scripture by means of
individual discernment.

Reformed and always reforming; ability of the church to adapt to culture changes in the
world
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Reformed and reforming

reformed has become reforming!

Reformed I view as 'not fixed on dogma'. Presbyterian I view as a form of communal
government, that mixes, guides, and filters a 4-dimensional flow of information and being.

Reformed theology is not wedded to strict interpretations of previous centuries. While
retaining our received wisdom, it is free to follow where the God who 'was, is and will be' is
leading us in new directions and continually revealing Godself to us.

Reformed theology provides for a priesthood of all believers. We are all recipients of his
salvation and Grace. It is freely given and not "earned".

Reformed theology to me gives each person room to use their conscience in their
interpretation of their. Beliefs. Guided by Scripture and the Holy Spirit to work out our faith.
Reformed and ever Reforming.

Reformed, always reforming

Reformed/Presbyterian theology is distinctive to me in terms of equalitarianism; from the
perspective of church leadership (elders & ministers) to the acceptance fo all believers,
Presbyterian theology encompasses a position of inclusion.

Reformed: The direct line to God Presbyterian: Not so distinctive from others.

Regeneration is the work of Jesus Christ alone (as applied by the Holy Spirit), not the
cooperation of humans and God and not the result of humans first meeting a condition (like
faith) before regeneration takes place.

Reinterpretation of scripture with changing circumstances & times

Relating how cultural relevance then and now relate. How many scriptures are miss
interpreted to be used against todays culture (masturbation) ie.

relies on a personal relationship with God and can be always changing due to circumstances
and new knowledge.

Removes rigidity...ever reforming is being open to letting God not man lead me....we humans
don't know everything though we sometimes act like we do.

Role of the laity

Salvation by grace and priesthood of all believers

Salvation by grace through faith!

Salvation comes through Christ alone.

Salvation is freely extended through God's grace.

Salvation is from grace, not earned; priesthood of all believers in Christ

salvation through grace

Save by grace, always reforming

Saved by God's Grace

Saved by grace not works.

Scripture as sole authority. Priesthood of all believers. Christ chooses me, not vice versa.

scripture+reason+social justice+spirit

Self governing of churches. Belief we can access trinity directly

SHOULD BE reforming constantly
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Sound basis in scripture and confessions, BUT reformed always reforming. Decent and
orderly church polity and worship. Ability to connect through presbyteries etc. dialogue and
reform through Gen Assembly. Welcoming policies toward gay ordination, same gender
marriage. Orientation toward justice issues, not blind allegiance to scripture or personal
salvation and conformity of views. Presbyterians do not park their brains at church door.
Diversity within PCUSA, Koreans, African Americans, Hispanics, sister churches in Cuba.
Participation with Muslims, Jews. Strong Pres Women and supergreat new hymnbook!!!
Hymnbook terrific balance of old, contemporary

Sovereignty of God Grace is a gift from God and not a certainty Human tendency to idolatry
and tyranny

Sovereignty of God / Grandeur & Misery of Humankind / Uniqueness of Jesus Christ /
Church as a missional-covenant community / Holy Spirit / Final Consummtion / Faith-Hope
Love

Sovereignty of God grace of God despite human frailty

Sovereignty of God, Grace Alone, Faith Alone Scripture Alone; Shared leadership/parity;

Sovereignty of God. Reality of sin & human frailty. Jesus Christ = savior of world & head of
Church. Scripture as unique, authoritative witness to Christ. Leadership by councils of the
spiritually mature; skepticism of individual human authorities. Emphasis on each member's
gifts and calling/vocation to serve within the Body of Christ. Responsibility to live out that
vocation in society and to be a good steward/manager of God's resources entrusted to the
Christian. Social activism/engagement - as opposed to cloistered living. Two sacraments:
baptism, Lord's Supper.

Teaches both the heart and the mind

That each person derives his own interpretation of the Bible through is own reading of
scripture

That God chooses those who are saved. We don't choose to believe.

That in order to be saved, all we need to do is ask. There is no need to do good works,
although that is highly recommended.

That it is a theology that has room for doubt, for questions, and for growth through those. As
a denomination that places emphasis on education and learning, it is a place where all can
push the boundaries of their faith and the faith of their fellow Christians in a safe, nurturing
environment that sees the value in the struggle of growth.

That it is bible based. Sermons should be based on Scripture and how it still pertains today.

That it is reformed.

That Jesus is the head of the church. We are also forming to do his work. That we strongly
believe that in a group the Holy Spirit moves us to the will of God.

That Scripture is God's Word revealed, constantly revealing. We are saved by grace through
faith; we can't earn our salvation.

That the Bible is the authoritative word of God, but it was written by men. Though inspired
by God, the Bible contains all of the fear, hypocrisy and traditions at the time it was written.
Because man is flawed, therefore, the Bible has to be interpreted with knowledge and
discernment. Ultimately, it comes down to grace. Our faith is good, but faith without good
works is empty. Grace from the triune God and our seeking truth and doing good is what I
find distinctive. The polity plays a big part, as well.

that the people lead the church

That though we are thoroughly depraved because of our sin, Jesus loved us so much that He
died for our sins on the cross and rose again in heaven at our Father's right hand. Along with
the Holy Spirit, they guide us in our lives as we seek to follow Jesus on this earth.

That we are a reformed church & always reforming
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That we are all born into sin. And forgiveness comes through the Holy Trinity.

That we are constantly reforming and evolving

That we are saved by the grace of God through Jesus Christ who died for our sins. That we
are all part of the priesthood of believers and can come directly to God through prayer and in
worship with our fellow believers. That we are called through worship to go out into the
world to spread the Good News about Jesus Christ, and to demonstrate the Kingdom of God
here on earth.

That we depend on the grace of God for our salvation, the Holy Trinity is at work in our lives,
and the following of the Scriptures as a guidebook

That we have a direct relationship with God through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.

The 5 solas, the TULIP doctrines, and especially 'reforming and always reforming according
to the Word of God.'

The ability to continually study, and reflect to discern the meaning of the scriptures in this
time and place.

The ability to question.

The 'anything in moderation' mentality of Presbyterians

The Bible as inspired word of God. We are saved by grace alone. God is sovereign.

The Bible as the infallible rule of faith and practice.

The Book of Confessions

The Book of Order as our guide.

The call to witness in the world to justice, love, peace; to be engaged in the world; to study
scripture

The centrality of God. Our knowledge of God through the life of Jesus. The importance of the
mind (and education) as well as the feelings in our faith. The importance of putting faith into
action, especially in addressing the world's needs.

The church is a corporation ruled by church officials and the members of the church for the
betterment of all

The concept of God's grace

The concept of Grace

The concept of predestination.

The concept of the individual being responsible for their own choices: freedom to choose.

The concept of the priesthood of all believers (not unique to Presbyterians, but still important
to me), the PC(USA) leadership structure and philosophy, and the focus on social justice.

The concept of the trinity.

The concepts of election and irresistible grace.

The continual search for more personal understanding of God

the difference between the Reformed Presbyterian theology and PCA theology is the belief of
the scripture as the word of God

The distinctive theology of the PC is the educated search into the context of what was going
on at the time when the scripture was written. Although inspired by God, scripture is limited
by man's understanding, leading to misinterpretation of God’s word by exclusion instead of
LOVE & Grace.

The educational aspect

The egalitarian approach to leadership and participation in worship

the election of believers
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The emphasis on learning about other faith traditions, building bridges with other faith
traditions. Bible study, community involvement, strong historical support for public
education and social justice.

The emphasis on the sovereignty of God.

The emphasis upon God's sovereignty and our utter dependence upon His grace. The PCUSA
GA declared the Book of Confessions null and void in Detroit. I have significant qualms
about Belhar. Otherwise I would have ranked it 'important' though Scripture is of prime
importance. The Holy Spirit leads only according to Scripture - any other leading is from
some other spirit. The BOO is no longer consistent with Scripture.

The fact that it is reformed and continues to reform in the context of human progress.

The fact that we believe that we are reformed and are still reforming. It encourages people to
think, question and grow.

The five Sola's.

The form of government and the traditional liturgy

The Grace of God is for all! God chooses us! The Trinity and the importance of all three.

The hierarchy of leadership

The Holy diner and we focus on Jesus and the Holy spirit.

The idea of reformed and continually reforming.

The idea that 'reformed’ is a an ongoing event.

The importance of studying and interpreting Scripture for its relevance to today's world.

The intellectual intensity and seriousness with which it tries to understand Christian
teachings and apply Christianity to life. It doesn't rest on simplistic absolutes or vague
generalisms.

The love of God through the Holy Spirit, belief of Jesus Christ as the Savior

The main thing I understand about Reformed / Pres. Is that the bible is standard for belief &
practice

the openness to questions, discussion, thoughtful consideration

The opportunities to discuss theological issues with others .

The order and organization of the church and its government seem to make it unique among
other Christian religions. When folks confess that Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior and
trust in Him, and are willing to support the church wherever they are, then they are
welcomed in the PC(USA). There are no hoops to jump through, no 'dues' to pay, no 'works'
to be done prior to membership. Once a member, they are invited to be good stewards of the
time and talent and financial resources that God has blessed them with. It is hoped this
stewardship would be done through the church.

The possibility of interpreting for oneself a path to God and God's leading in one's life.

The priesthood of all believers

The priesthood of all believers, we are all called to spread the Good News of the gospel of
Jesus Christ not just the ordained clergy. And we are responsible for praying for and on
behalf of others.

The quest for growth and change is part of it ('reformed and reforming'). There is a good
balance between guidance of the church community and individual conscience. There is room
for differences of opinion and practice, even as we worship and work together. There is
search for truth with sincere reliance on scripture while accepting the presence of uncertainty
and ambiguity. Using your brain along with your faith is honored. There is trust that God is
working in our work.

The recognition that evil is a reality and the options for salvation are provided
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The respect shown to individual thinking

The role of God the Father, 'reformed and reforming'

The sacraments of baptism and communion are important to me.

The sovereignty of God.

the teaching of God's Grace

The theology is not so distinctive as it once was. Many Presbyterians do not believe in
predestination as in the past. It is the form of governance and the willingness to accept
continued reform that are important.

The Triune God has acted for the reconciliation of humanity and by grace has entered human
history to complete reconciliation. By the Spirit, we are awakened to the grace of God to be
restored to relation with the Father through the mediation of the Son. The church lives as a
body led by its head, Jesus Christ. The Bible is its witness to the One who is the Address of
God to us. Through the work of the local church, we are nurtured into the life of God to share
God's fellowship and mission in the world.

The understanding of God's unlimited sovereignty, and God's grace which is the only way
that we can be saved.

Theologically educated teaching elders Emphasis on an educated laity

There is a certain emphasis on learning and growth. The phrase 'reformed and ever
reforming' is important to me and helps me explain Reformed theology.

There is an openness to all people. That comes from the teachings of Christ. Kindness and
Love are given freely and always a helping hand ready. And a genuine concern for God's
children.

There is room for different viewpoints as long as we agree on our core beliefs. & Ever
changing, ever growing.

They are same.

This theology takes the word of God very seriously as well as sin, salvation, the Holy Spirit,
scriptural obedience and love. The present tendency to downplay the clear teaching of
scripture in order to conform to the popular culture (abortion, homosexuality, etc.) are
clearly against the teaching of the word of God.

Tolerance and inclusiveness.

Too Liberal

TULIP

Very open to accepting and loving all people

We are allowed to agree to disagree on various issues, although I think today's society is
trying to take that away. Nowadays, if you disagree with someone, you're labeled a 'hater' and
they may even want to excommunicate you. I also think it's distinctive that women can hold
all leadership positions. Predestination is also distinctive.

We are always reforming to the times and culture around us and in the world.

We are loved unconditionally by our Creator. That we are able to experience the love and
forgiveness of God directly, without mediation of a priest. We are expected to reflect God's
love on all humanity and all creation.

We are open to changing interpretations of scriptures and the continuing unfolding of
knowledge of the universe informing our theology

We are reflective and consider current conditions and behaviors in forming belief statements
that uphold Christian beliefs and standards.

We are reformed and ALWAYS REFORMING. God has not stopped speaking to us and I feel
that our theology has the potential for us to keep listening and evolving.
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We are saved by grace alone.

We are saved by grace through faith.

We are saved through the grace of (God) (Jesus Christ dying for our sins)

We believe that all people deserve to have a seat at the Table, but we still honor Jesus Christ
as our host.

We did not choose God, but God chose us.

We follow our Christian faith and help others to find their way to Jesus Christ. We also accept
other faiths as legitimate expressions of faith and try to both learn and teach in a accepting
interfaith process.

we have free will we are forgiven, we are saved by grace - not by anything we can do, we
welcome all.

We interpret the Bible based on current times

We're saved by our acceptance of Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. We are not saved by
good works alone.

We reform our theological understanding and spiritual/ministry practice with new
information and experience. In our connections system, our commitment to one another
transcends differences in belief.

We should be concerned about peace and social justice.

Welcoming to all believers

Well, we have TULIP, with which I struggle to a certain degree. We have the brilliance and
model of Calvin, but I like the theology of other reformers too (Wesley, for example).
Presbyterians (PCUSA) have a solid emphasis on the importance of growth and
understanding of scripture through the rigor of study, something I have found to be less true
in other protestant expressions of faith. This is one of the things that keeps me Presbyterian
(rather than, say, TULIP).

We're open to other opinions.

Willingness to continue to learn how God reveals him/herself to us

Wow - that's a pretty small space for such a big question! -Openness to new inspiration from
Holy Spirit about Bible. Recognition of human frailties so power is divided, with no "papal
infallibility" equivalent

You are encouraged to have a personal relationship with Jesus rather than having clergy in
position between us. We pray directly to God &* confess directly, not with a clergy
intermediary. Personal Bible Study is encouraged. No empty rituals.




Appendix C: Teaching Elders’ Verbatim Responses
Theological Reflection Presbyterian Panel: Volume 3, 2016
Open-Ended Question on the Distinctiveness of
Reformed/Presbyterian Theology

Q-14: In your opinion, what is distinctive about Reformed/Presbyterian theology?

We are saved by grace through faith and the centrality of Jesus work on the cross and his
resurrection.

God gave us capacity to faith, but it includes (and in no way excludes ) thinking, questioning
and seeking.

Grace God's Sovereignty

The sovereignty of God

Emphasis on God's sovereignty and grace, the centrality of Christ and a high view of Scripture

That in theory it is always being reformed, always open to change and the guidance of the
Holy Spirit

Emphasis on authority of Holy Scripture and Lordship of Christ

Reformed- focus on God's plan and power to enact it in the world Presbyterian- unique
governance style that takes human nature into account to avoid authoritarianism or the rule
of the many

God alone is Lord of the conscience and the priesthood of all believers.

The sovereignty of God, covenant theology, TULIP, grace alone, faith alone, Scripture alone,
Christ alone, for God's glory alone.

Distinctive from other religions: Christ as lord and savior, humans as created and sinful, bible
as witness to god's revelation. Distinctive from other Christian traditions: unconditional
election, emphasis on God's sovereignty, priesthood of all believers, church is a continuation
and fulfillment of OT people of God, tradition and church being renewed by the Word, the
marks of the church, infant baptism, real spiritual presence of Christ in communion, presence
of Christ through preaching event and through the practice of discipline.

God's providence, covenant theology

It's primary emphasis on the Word of God, as revealed in the Holy Scriptures and in the
incarnation of Jesus Christ; its affirmation of salvation by grace alone, through faith, not
dependent upon works. *note that the earlier question about 'grace’' meaning the God loves
everyone...grace and love are instrumentally different. Does God love all? Absolutely. But
grace is a gift...given BECAUSE of love. Imo, a poorly-worded question. God loves because of
God's character and nature. Grace is an expression of that love, not equivalent to it.

High view of the goodness of creation and the sovereignty of God. Strong sense that God is
made known through nature. Sense that human goals are not the measure of God's will for all
creatures. Think of sin as idolatry (granting something else the status of ultimacy in our lives).

Centrality of Scripture as guided by the Holy Spirit.

An emphasis on grace and the idea that a tradition of thoughtful discernment and a
community of shared practice are important.
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A Priesthood of all believers, with personal experience and interpretation tested and refined
within the community of faith coupled with a deep engagement between scripture (giving due
consideration to context and ancient cultural biases) and culture. Reformed and always being
reformed by the Holy Spirit, we approach the test of faith and discernment with gratitude and
humility, always seeking to follow Christ and setting the law of Love and the great commission
as our canons within the Canon. We are a big tent faith, where hospitality and grace compete
with, but should never succumb to domination by, doctrine and orthodoxy, which are human
constructs however faithfully they are developed. Increasingly, post-modern reformers are
moving away from centuries of elaborate systematic theologies and returning to simple basic
principles reflected in Jesus life and ministry and the prophetic traditions that clearly shaped
him. Reformed people do not check our brains at the door, but enjoy the conversation
between observed life--including the sciences--on one hand and scripture and tradition on the
other. We are at our best when we are less concerned about what we or others are 'saved from'
and concentrate on what we are 'saved for. We reject plagiarism, but also accept responsibility
to grow in faith and obedience to the law of love.

All things represented by the Nicene & Apostles Creeds.

Grace, priesthood of all believers, Presbyterian polity

Power goes both ways: Decisions at the top are endorsed by Presbytery, and presbyteries can
seek the G.A. and Synods for help.

reformed and always reforming

God's sovereignty. Our response to God's action (grace, salvation, love) in service to others.

Priesthood of all believers Connectional polity

The Body of Christ seeking to be a place where all are welcome and self choosing of
leadership.

5 Solas

It seems less distinctive from others than I used to think it was. I see more similarities
between Presbyterian than I do differences (between Christian denominations - not between
Christianity and other faiths.) I see Christians of all stripes putting an emphasis on the
sovereignty of God, authority of Scripture, and salvation by grace through faith in Jesus, for
example.

Sovereignty of God Church reformed, always being reformed.

Emphasis on God's grace

The idea that we are always being reformed by the Holy Spirit - and therefore may realize
from time to time that we need to change our practice or opinion. It is also fairly distinctive
that our polity requires that we do almost all things by group (committee, governing body,
congregation, etc.), which I interpret as a strong theological statement of community.

Predestination and value upon grace above works.

We believe in the Triune God - Father, Son & Holy Spirit. Salvation is by God's grace not by
any works that we have done. The love of God, faith and salvation are gifts from God. We
believe in the priesthood of all believers. The Bible is the inspired Word of God and has all
that is necessary for our salvation. We cannot understand God's Word except by the help of
the Holy Spirit.

Priesthood of all believers Polity structure Emphasis on learning Emphasis on constant
reformation

Sovereignty of God Total depravity

Emotionally informed. Rationally formed. Consistent with Biblical teachings.

Our communal interpretation of scripture in light of current circumstances, tradition, prayer
and humility.
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The emphasis on God's will and love

The reformed understanding of human depravity/sin reminds us that neither the church nor
the Christian community is to be glorified but God. We are simultaneously sinners and saved,
who need continual conversion; and this should mean that we stand in solidarity with all of
humanity rather than seeing ourselves as set apart.

g4 242 49| 7|=2 2 £t=Ct. [Make the Bible a standard of living.]

God reaches out to us. God acts first to love us. Transformation of individual and society
happens in this world and time.

God's Sovereignty and his grace

Who gets to participate - by which I mean, everyone gets to participate. Reformed theology
has a strong historical focus on each person's responsibility to interpret Scripture for
themselves, as part of an interpreting community. The priesthood of all believers is also
crucial - everyone is equally responsible for following Jesus as disciples. We also have a strong
history of direct democracy and representational democracy, whereby the assumption is that
the Holy Spirit moves in the community and the community moves in response, rather than
more common Christian authoritarianism.

The concept of God's Grace and our faith. God's Sovereignty.

Grace

Guilt. Grace. Gratitude. Calvinian. Incredible history

To lift scripture up as an authority over tradition.

Grace of God and salvation through Jesus Christ.

being a place of moral discourse; taking into consideration the culture and history as
scripture is understood and interpreted; Jesus is a living God and therefore present in
newness as the Holy Spirit guides us

God is sovereign over all. We have all fallen short of God's best intention and desire for us
and we are in need of God's love and grace. We are saved by grace through faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is the presence of God, sanctifying us in our faith journey and
making us more like Christ. We are gifted and called to serve God as part of the Body of
Christ. We are called into community and called to demonstrate the richness of God's
intention for all of humanity in the way that we love and serve one another. We are called to
love God with our whole selves: body, mind, and spirit. As part of God's majestic creation we
are called to be good stewards of this earth, its resources, and one another. We are shaped to
be a servant people, following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ and ready to lay down our
lives in service to our neighbor.

The emphasis on God's grace, sanctity of the Scriptures, and the guiding presence of the Holy
Spirit.

emphasis on grace and Priesthood of all believers

Its history.

Our understanding that we are called and saved by God, through Jesus, and that every
individual person can have a personal relationship with God without any human
intermediary.

It is Inquiring Reformed and always reforming

That gratitude for God's grace is to be lived in daily life as seen in working for God's peace,
mercy and justice for others.

priesthood of all believers, reformed and always reforming, sin, unconditional election

An emphasis on God's grace, through which God redeems creation and elects humans as
God's partners.
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What is distinctive is our belief that God is sovereign--that God initiates a loving relationship
with us and sustains us in that relationship.

God's grace and love are gifts.

The real emphasis on the priesthood of all believers; the understanding that reformation is
not a one-time thing, but an ongoing process.

Sovereignty of God Election Covenant Theology Our theology causes us to value intellectual
rigor and to honor the perspectives of those without theological training. This is a wonderful
balance. Our commitment to the priesthood of believers (and our specific understanding of
God's call) causes us to seek consensus in all that we do. I believe that, as a result of our
theology, we greatly value minority viewpoints and enjoy of church of equals.

ecclesia reformata reformanda; open hearts/minds; ecumenical discussion & cooperation;
ardor and order; Trinitarian; Presbyterian polity; confessional; connectional; joyful and
graceful; serving people with energy, intelligence, imagination and love; aiming to further the
peace, unity and purity of the church all at once; missionary emphasis to meet human needs
at home and abroad; trusting a connectional system for mission work; balancing social action
and spiritual depth. (Did you really want to give us 500 words? I'm a preacher. You ask and
you'll get a sermon. :-)

Reformed and always reforming, recognizing idolatry,

Authority of Scripture, Trinity, Jesus fully God and man and Jesus' atoning work on the cross,
salvation by grace through faith, all of our life is to reflect the Lordship of Christ, share the
Good News with the world

We are 'saved' totally by the grace of God.

Focus on sovereignty of God. Inclusion for all of God's children. The Bible as God's inspired
word.

we are in a continual state of reforming our understanding of God and the world are us.

Openness to the contemporary movement of the Holy Spirit, a realistic view of the depravity
or humanity, holistic understanding of the scripture (it is the best commentary on itself) and
our polity.

It continues to re-form.

Grace alone, the action of God though the two sacraments including the particular spin of
infant baptism, the sovereignty of God, the transformative power of the Holy Spirit through
the scriptural witness, the self-revelation of God through Christ, The establishment of a
lasting covenant through the work of Christ, the irresistible nature of grace and the intractable
nature of sin, the preservation of the church through the intervention and intentions of the
Spirit, the priesthood of all believers not based on category but on calling.

God is the first mover

Safe space to live in the tension, listening to each other for the Spirit, applying critical
thinking and sound theology leading to moving together guided by the Spirit as the body of
Christ--this core process keeps us reformed and reforming and is reflected in our PCUSA
constitution.

As we share in God's mission, we realize that we are part of something much larger than
ourselves.

That we are reformed and always reforming.

Reformed and always reforming. Sovereignty of God.

Deep humility, lifelong learning/exploring/questioning, desire for compromise and
willingness to find ways that different voices can be held together, a belief that the means
matters, God's sovereignty, grace-grace-grace
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The understanding that God acts first, offering love and forgiveness and asks for our response.
We have a very strong understanding of the sovereignty of God. We believe in the governance
of the church being shared between pastor and elders. We believe that we are called to
worship and to serve. Christian action is important.

Doctrine of Scripture (only Scripture) Sovereignty of God Doctrine of grace in Jesus Christ
Cultural mandate

That we are the 'church reformed, always reforming according to the Word of God." We are
trying all the time to be better at being the Body of Christ, even though we realize that we will
never be perfect. At our best and living out our theology, we are not afraid to ask questions, to
learn more, to use our minds to understand God better every day.

Very little that is applicable in today's world.

Confessional Theology aimed at redemption through Jesus Christ

That God knows us, chooses us, and calls us to himself, even before we know God.

Informative, articulate and community focused.

Sovereignty of God over all of creation brings hope. Election is a unique stance. Freewill is
honored. Priesthood of all believers and shared decision-making is unique. Baptism as the
sign and seal of our first vocation. God's grace that forgives us and sets us free to be who we
were intended to be. Jesus Christ as our Redeemer and the savior of the world.

sovereignty of God

Grace assures we are loved by God unconditionally.

Grace alone.

That our giving God glory is the starting point of our life and all its possibilities. Knowledge of
ourselves and all else is revealed in that giving of glory. The Spirit makes life and it's questions
transparent, even if we don't get answers as we would conceive them.

The sovereignty of God over all life.

Our historical polity with its theological distinctives, our understanding of human sinfulness
and God's providence.

Irresistible grace

I love our emphasis on justification by faith, through grace. We don't have to work for God's
love - we have received it in Jesus Christ. Our service to the Lord and the world is a response
to that love.

(1) Emphasis on God's abundant grace (2) To be chosen means to be called (3) The law as
guidance on how to live a life grateful to God

It has the ability to re-form to address the context of the world around us.

God is Lord of the conscience. Justice is love made concrete. God welcomes us together - the
act of generosity and hospitality is crucial. We welcome the world with that power.

The leading of the Spirit in community. The notion that we are always reforming.

The Sovereignty of God, the efficacy of the cross, the primacy of Scripture, and the 'corporate-
ness' of its polity.

Reformed, always reforming; openness to new ideas/other ideas and understandings;
ordaining females; governance; priesthood of all believers

priesthood of believers, 2 sacraments, salvation by faith, by grace, upon God's Word incarnate
in Christ, great commission, Body of Christ, use of our gifts to serve God vocationally everyday

The emphasis on the fullness of God's grace which has nothing to do with our earning of it.
Our gratitude for this grace is lived out in through our attempts to live as Christ would have us
live. By the Spirit we are empowered to live beyond the ability of our own efforts.

salvation by grace

Sovereignty of God, Scriptural base, Christ centered, Vicarious Atonement
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Emphasis on Sovereignty of God, salvation by grace through faith, the leadership of the
church as sinners seeking God's will together, commitment to God's kingdom

Emphasis on communal discernment and mutual accountability

We are saved by grace through Jesus Christ and God is sovereign, so we do not always
understand the big picture, but we trust that all things work together for good for those who
are called according to God's purpose.

Our commitment to both the church catholic and the leadership of the Holy Spirit through the
Scriptures as the rule of faith and practice.

StLtE O =R 2 ASHA 21 BHCt. [Strongly recognize the sovereignty of God.]

If we all put money on whether God or humans will get their way in the end, the Reformed
folks will always bet on God.

Reformed and always reforming, guided by the Spirit in our daily context

The primacy of the Scriptures (sola scriptura), grace, faith, and above all, the Lord Jesus
Christ

Reformed but always being reformed = openness, willingness, expectation God continues to
revel thus change in our understanding is mandatory

It's fluid - always reforming.

God's inclusive grace given in Christ, once for all. Also, our church structure based on
community.

Priesthood of all believers--we all have gifts to serve the kingdom. Reformed and always
reforming--we are always a work in progress. The connectional church--we don't do our work,
nor do we ever have to, alone.

ZEFO|Q HAAZFO|7} CtE WO H|8HA| Ef = {2 E L} [Inclusiveness and

Connectionalism are more tolerant than other denominations]

Emphasis on God's sovereignty, which has implications for God's initiation in creation and
redemption. Our collaborative-style of governing, which is rooted in our theology of total
depravity. We also have a healthy intellectual tradition that is a resources as contemporary
Christians in a post-Christian world.

God's grace and sovereign will. God's covenant of faithfulness.

Leadership of the church

Priesthood of all believers, ministry in daily life, sovereignty of God, communion of saints,
covenantal relational with God and one another through Jesus

The emphasis on divine sovereignty.

God's initiative in the relationship with humanity. Saved by grace through faith for service.
Our good deeds are how we say thank you to God's grace and not how we earn it.

Systematic understanding of the teachings of the Bible reflecting the truth of God.

The place the Scripture holds in our beliefs. The emphasis on the grace of God. The Lordship
of Jesus Christ.

That God's grace is never determined by *my* actions. I cannot earn grace, nor can I ever do
something terrible enough to stop God loving me.

Always reforming because of God's grace

God's sovereignty,

Sovereignty of God. Saved by grace. Priesthood of all believers. Centrality of Scripture. Good
works as a thankful response.

C-6




The notion of connectedness and connectional living out of faith, in particular in worship and
discerning God's will/word. That being said, I think our denomination talk a lot about this
but doesn't live it, or even understand what it means when it comes to life and life with those
with whom we disagree or feel uncomfortable.

The leadership of the Holy Spirit moving in our congregations, councils and members.

Justification by faith The priesthood of all believers.

Education through understanding scripture as a way to better know God's heart in Christ by
the power of the Spirit. Presbyterians are the second most educated denomination in the
world, therefore this is a strong distinction from the thousands of other denominations.

That is it reformed and always being reformed; more specifically a certain level of
commitment to the unknown, and uncertainty. Being reformed means humility is central,
because it fully acknowledges the presence and active nature of the living and present God

T.U.L.I.P. High view of scripture God's sovereignty Saved for service

God is always the subject of the sentence. The human being is not.

God's sovereignty and grace

Emphasis on God's sovereignty

Rooted in a grace-filled, Spirit-led foundation based on Scripture and Tradition coming out of
the Reformation.

The concept that we can determine God's will in certain circumstances corporately, rather
than on the authority of one person or group of people.

Election for service

Reformed and always reforming. Looking for ways to be the church today. Grace is the
'biggie.'

By God's grace we can move beyond our own guilt about our mistakes. Out of gratitude for
God's free gift, we strive to make the world a better place for all humanity.

Everything begins with God.

The focus on God's will in our lives, and our thoughtful and prayerful interpretation of the way
of Jesus and the guidance of Scripture. None of this is black and white. The role of the
community of faith is also distinctive. Ilike that our tradition is not individualistic.

Calvin's doctrine of the visible and invisible church.

God loves everyone. Grace is a free gift. Presbyterians exercise their own conscience in
making decisions.

The uniqueness of Jesus Christ, that we are a people who are always being informed and
reformed through the power of the Holy Spirit, and it is a religion that focuses on heart and
mind.

God's grace, God's sovereignty, the notion of election in Jesus Christ

Grace

Emphasis on God's grace and God's love for every person and the entire creation;
understanding of the work and person of Jesus Christ; the leading of the Holy Spirit and the
priesthood of all believers

Depravity of humans and grace of God.

There are two major tenets to Reformed Faith which are the authority of Scripture and the
Sovereignty of God. Additionally, the Reformed faith believes that we are always reforming.

Focus on God's grace and the Sovereignty of God that (should) lead us to humility in the face
of so much that is up to God rather than us.

God is sovereign over all

sovereignty of God, total depravity, and they need to always be reforming
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We believe in a sovereign God operating in the realm of grace through faith in Jesus Christ.

Sovereignty of God & how God moves us. Nothing we do will earn our salvation. It is out of
God's grace & mercy that we are reconciled back to God and others.

That we stand between Roman Catholicism and Baptist traditions, seeking to bring the 'ends'
to the middle. We confess our brokenness (sin) and depend on God's never-failing love
(grace). There is always that openness to change (reformed and reforming).

Our polity and Calvin's systematic theology

God's sovereignty as he exercises his good and perfect providence.

Understanding of the sovereignty of God.

'Election for salvation AND service' (closely related to the priesthood of all believers). All
God's people have gifts to share for the good of all.

The sovereignty of God.

God is Sovereign overall and chooses us to be in relationship with God's self. God's love,
providence, grace and mercy forms, sustains and redeems us through Jesus Christ.

Grace and Gratitude

Emphasis on the sovereignty and grace of God.

Always reforming.

Emphasis on grace, while being realistic about human sin/shortcomings

Covenantal relationship with God

Cultivating the grace of God in daily living, in and out of the sanctuary, sharing it in our
relations in the world and with creation. This theology leads to a praxis where sanctity is not
separation but communion with all through Jesus, our common savior, Lord of the Church
who also commission us in life to share the good news and build a better tomorrow, especially
among those who are poor, forgotten and fragile in society.

The emphasis on God's sovereignty, and grace. It is not our decisions or worthiness, but God's
gracious and loving choice which saves us and makes us God's children. The
acknowledgement that sin and evil are real and powerful in our world and in each of our lives
(total depravity), but yet God loves us still. I lean toward a universalist understanding of
salvation, but see that as being in line with the 'good hope for all' as it is called in our
confessions. Our ecclesiastical understanding of the priesthood of all believers and
leadership of elders and ministers also is a way of expressing our belief that God works
through humans in community, not isolation. Our love for one another is our response to
God's love for us.

Prevenient grace

Grace and election for service.

The reformed understanding places discernment of God's will in the collective judgement of
the faithful. God's Word and Will is best understood and interpreted by the group of believers,
rather than by an individual telling others what to think and do.

An emphasis on grace, and on the intellect as part of our response to God.
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It focuses on God's grace and sovereignty as the starting point; emphasizes human salvation
by God's grace alone, through Christ alone, appropriated by faith alone; balances an
understanding of the Bible as God's Word written, with an awareness that the Holy Spirit
worked through human writers who also reflect the times and places in which they lived, so
faithful, responsible study and interpretation of the Scriptures are very important. God's reign
is over all creation, fallen though it is, so Christ's disciples are called to live fully in obedience
to God and showing love for neighbor. So politics, social issues, questions of war and peace,
and etc. are also areas where Christians live out their calling to follow Jesus Christ. Salvation
is accomplished by God in and through Jesus Christ, crucified and risen. How God will apply
that salvation, and its limits, we do not know-- we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus with joy, in
word and deed, and leave the results to the Holy Spirit. The Spirit calls all kinds of people to
faith, and equips them to serve God in the priesthood of all believers. The Church looks to the
new heaven and new earth-- whatever they will ultimately be like-- as our great hope, and
lives and works under the reign of God-- witnessing to God's grace, holding God's
justice/righteousness as a measuring stick to society in every time and place, serving as
biblical conscience to society and government. All that people have come from God;
Christians are to be aware especially that we are not owner, but stewards, of gifts, abilities,
riches, property, etc. We offer them as we pursue the reason for our lives: to glorify God, and
enjoy God forever.

Uniqueness of Christ Authority of Scripture Atonement through the cross

Always open to new leading of God's Spirit.

The fact that on my own power and effort I am incapable of obedience and perfection. I need
God's Spirit to guide and empower me to live into God's will. I need Jesus' grace to forgive my
sins.

Grace

The whole system feels very distinctive to me. I'm grateful for the knowledge of our own
fallenness and the way God's grace comes to meet us in that place. The fact that we are living
in the not-yet of the Kingdom of God, reacting with gratitude to what God has done, but
knowing that it is not yet complete. I love that Reformed Theology gives me the space to say
that God works in ways beyond my own understanding and limits.

God's acts. Simply put, God's grace offered to all through faith in Jesus Christ. God chooses
us, we do not choose Him. However, God/Christ fully expects us to participate in and with the
work He has done on our behalf through Jesus Christ. We do this through discipleship.

Strong emphasis on the sovereignty of God which leads to a wide understanding of God's
grace in Christ. Strong understanding of humans as bearing the divine image and also being
marred by sin. Strong emphasis on the whole of life being under God's sovereign rule - and
therefore all of life is worship. Strong understanding of relationship with God being not just
individual, but also being a part of a covenant community. Strong emphasis on careful,
systematic thought and theology. A governance system that seeks to balance local
individuality with global connection.

Human beings are incapable of saving themselves; Jesus Christ is unique in life, death and
love, and alone has made a way for humans to be reconciled to God; God is sovereign; all
followers of Jesus are his ministers

Grace without condition

Calvinism pushes out into the world - vocation.

Grace and gratitude for the sovereign mercy of God. We can Biblically proclaim salvation
while relying on God to work and lead people to faith in Christ. We are definitely engaged 'in'
the world and hopefully we do not become too much 'of' the world.

priesthood of all believers, save by grace alone, people of the Book, decently and in order, live
as children of the light (Eph. 5:8)
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Reformed theology encourages the development and constant reexamination of one's
encounter with God throughout life. There are few 'standard answers' and there is a realistic
approach to all of the inconsistencies in life. By dialog with other believers, study, prayer,
worship, and involvement in mission; ours is a living faith that can mature and change over
time to make us more faithful servants of God's ways with other people and the care of all
creation.

The sovereignty of God, held above all other theological premises.

Reformed and always reforming gives freedom of the Spirit to constantly be at work in us.

the sovereignty of God

The sovereignty of God; the grace of God; emphasis on the Word of God; priesthood of all
believers

the sovereignty and grace of God

God's initiative and incarnation. The ability to say yes to faith is the gift of God (election),
whose grace was demonstrated by the incarnation, death and resurrection of Jesus.

Total depravity Unconditional election Limited atonement Irresistible grace Perseverance of
the saints

how we understand grace

Integration of critical thinking, study of Bible and theology, assessment of the times, and
cultural adaptation of understanding. The empowerment of all as ministers/servants.
Embrace of diversity. Ecumenical/interfaith relations. Reformed and always reforming.

Belief in the sovereignty of God, gratitude for God's grace, acknowledgment of the role of sin
in human life, emphasis on service, belief that god is active in human history, centrality of the
Word spoken and read, taking Scripture seriously but being open to variety in interpretations

emphasis upon God's sovereignty and grace

God's initiative in saving us in Christ Jesus; priesthood of all believers; commitment to
education and to mission.

The importance on God’s Sovereign

Sovereignty of God and God's covenant with us

As the book 'Being Presbyterian in the Bible Belt' succinctly puts it: We do not operate
according to the formula: 'If I do X, then God willdo Y." (E.g. If I accept Jesus as my Lord
and Savior, then God will save me.' The formula that we as Reformed Christians operate by is:
'Because God has already done X, out of thanksgiving for that grace, we therefore do Y." (E.g.
Because God has already saved me/us/the world in the birth, life, ministry, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, out of thanksgiving for that grace, we therefore: share, bless,
love, forgive, welcome, and include. Another great line from that book: "The ONLY answer to
the question of 'when were you saved?' is: 2,000 years ago.'

The GOVERNANCE of God over all of life - sovereignty of God. The guilt of humankind - all
are sinners. The grace of God in and through Jesus Christ. GRATITUDE as the primary focus
of our life in response to God's grace.

Grace Christology Polity/Connectionalism

Historically: centered on the witness of Scripture of OT and NT. Today: not much anymore

Sovereignty of God, election, covenant, stewardship, falseness of creation

The Sovereignty of God with the concomitant acknowledgement of the limits of human
understanding

God's grace and our gratitude as the basis for the life of faith.

The Great Ends of the Church; that we are enabled to make decisions guided by scripture, the
Holy Spirit and our conscience.
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priesthood of all believers importance of grace God's sovereignty reformed and always
reforming

God's salvation in Christ is offered through his grace...it is sufficient for the world and
effecient for the elect (God in Christ and only God gives the gracious gift of salvation).

We believe that God is sovereign of all life and all truth, and we humbly confess that we miss
God's Mark in belief as well as practice.

Sovereignty of God; election, importance of Scripture, covenant theology

Our commitment to an informed and educated clergy and laity. The priesthood of all
believers. Government by elected representatives. Central place God's Grace occupies in our
orientation toward the world.

Centrality of grace.

The primacy of God's sovereignty, providence, and grace; the Word of God as revealed in
Jesus Christ and the Scriptures; the covenant community as necessary vehicle of spiritual
growth and discipleship, and of care for those who have been hurt and abused by the world;
the church invisible that transcends time and space; worship that emphasizes the preaching of
the Word and celebration of the sacraments; parity of believers and leaders in the church
(ruling elders and teaching elders); and a life pattern of stewardship that gives to others in
proportion to one's own consumption.

emphasis on God's sovereign grace

the 'always reforming' part

The sovereign love and mercy of God expressed in grace, and our response of gratitude
expressed through all aspects of our life. The necessity for God's grace first, because of our
human tendency toward broken relationships with God and with our neighbors. The
revelation of God's grace in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The guidance of
the Holy Spirit in revealing God's grace and urging our response of gratitude toward others
and toward God. Our understanding that God calls some to witness to the good news of God's
grace and mercy to the rest of the world that God loves. That we are called to witness through
community.

The insistence on a thinking faith is central for me. Interpretations of scripture, doctrine,
tradition, and practice should all be shaped by shared wisdom; past and present

Nno answer

polity, understanding of theology through confessions and history, understanding of
ordination, participation in the world toward justice and peace.

Reformed theology is constantly engaged in the Word of God and the events of the world - the
intersection of the two and seeking God's will within both the heavenly and earthly realms.
We continue to study the languages and customs of the Bible so that our understanding of
culture and languages is fully engaged for interpretation of the Word in this day. We seek to
follow God through the leading of the Holy Spirit, comparing where we think HS might be
leading and the Word and the needs of this world.

Placing weight on God's gracious sovereignty over human responsibility; discernment through
gathered bodies; importance of Scriptural study informed by original language & historical
understandings; awareness of unintended influence of corporate systemic Sin and self-
interest.

a direct relationship with our Trinitarian God and fellow believers

emphasis on idolatry of church and culture simple living covenant grace and gratitude
vocation

Sovereignty of God Salvation by Grace through Faith

Sovereignty of God
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We understand ourselves to be reformed and always reforming, and therefore profess that we
should be open to change through the leading of the Holy Spirit, confirmed through the
communal discernment of a body of believers - both pastors and elders. We emphasize God's
superabundant grace that transcends all of our human failings and poor choices and
individual and communal sin, not to minimize the gravity of our sin, but to understand God's
nature as the one who tirelessly pursues us, who never runs out of patience to forgive us, who
never stops calling us back.

Always reforming, not just reformed.

Total depravity; Unconditional election; Limited atonement; Irresistible grace; and
Perseverance of the saints. The sovereignty of God. The confessional nature of the church.
An emphasis on salvation through Christ alone. An emphasis on confession and repentance,
and the grace which is offered through Christ alone.

Emphasis placed upon God's sovereignty; stewardship of the mind (education), and election

Our belief in the sovereignty of God

Emphasis on God's sovereignty and grace.

Our emphasis on the freedom of God: God is not limited in any way, except as God chooses.

Attention to the Holy Spirit's leading, who is always reforming the church.

There is nothing completely distinctive about Reformed theology. Doctrines of God, creation,
sin, and grace are included in non-Reformed theologies as well. We emphasize God's
sovereignty and election, our sinfulness, and our need of grace given to us through Jesus
Christ. What is truly distinctive is our understanding of church leadership in ordained offices
and polity matters.

Our theological task is to discern where God is active today and what God is doing today. We
are also provided the parameters of belief by the community in which we are involved

Grace. The understanding that God chooses to be God for us.

We are able to consider the context, then and now.

It is Biblical, thoughtful, centered in God's grace and seeks to live the life of discipleship in
ways that reflect God's will in the world.

Our Confessional nature that both states what we believe at the moment while remaining
open to the movement of the Spirit to help us see more completely. This is most perfectly
captured in the Westminster Confession (6.175) 'All synods or councils since the apostles'
times, whether general or particular, may err, and many have erred; therefore they are not to
be made the rule of faith or practice, but to be used as help in both'

The sovereignty of God, who in love seeks to reconcile all humanity and calls us into a
covenant relationship with God and others (the elect). Our response to God's gracious acts in
Jesus Christ should be one of gratitude, reflecting God's grace in our relationships with
neighbors even the least of these.

That we can be continually reformed, for we will always see dimly.

It is rooted in scripture, nurtured by the Holy Spirit, and ever evolving.

What is historically important is a reliance upon the leading and guiding of the Holy Spirit, an
informed understanding of Scripture built upon a specific tradition of faith, and know most
importantly that Jesus the Christ is the head of the Church which is the Body of Christ.
Moreover, we celebrate our faith and life in worship and regular celebration of the
Sacraments-baptism and The Lord's Supper. There are certainly many more traditional
aspects of Reformed and Presbyterian theology. Suffice it to say in my opinion we as a
denomination have strayed far away from our faith and tradition. We love to say, 'Reformed
and always reforming;' yet, we forget to include as guided by Scripture and lead by the Holy
Spirit.
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The idea that faith is not stagnant. We are reformed, but always reforming.

Our openness to God's work of salvation and our belief in total depravity giving us a sure sign
of God's grace and our freedom.

Scripture alone Faith alone Grace alone Christ alone Glory to God alone

It challenges us to submit our lives to God's Word again and again so that we might know and
experience God's grace and mercy and blessing through Jesus Christ.

Grace

We recognize that we're unworthy and that there's nothing we can do apart from Christ to be
worthy. It is only through his saving death on the cross that we will overcome our sinfulness
when we die. We are also governed by the people decently and in order.

An overriding emphasis on the greatness of God that is the starting point of theological
reflection. Also a constant reference to Scripture, reading it always in the light of Jesus Christ,
'the one sufficient revelation of God.'

It is not dependent upon the teachings of previous church leaders and is open to all: gender,
race, etc.

without giving you a lecture... I'd point to the first question of the Heidelberg catechism --
and its emphasis on the grace of God and the sovereignty of God. Our lives are a thankful
response to the free gift of grace extended to us. Q. 1. What is your only comfort, in life and
in death? A. That I belong—body and soul, in life and in death—not to myself but to my
faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for all my sins and
has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; that he protects me so well that
without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that
everything must fit his purpose for my salvation. Therefore, by his Holy Spirit, he also
assures me of eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to
live for him.

We are willing to change. . . eventually.

The provident sovereignty of God.

That we can pray directly to God without going through in intermediary. That we can read
scripture in our own language.

Salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, through Christ alone, as taught in Scripture
alone. The priesthood of all believers. Salvation is both from our sin and for God's service.
The Triune God is the Initiator, Sustainer, Mediator, and goal of our salvation. The
sovereignty of God. The depravity of humankind.

Calvin's understanding of the sacraments. Our book of confessions as an interpretation of
scripture.

reformed and always reforming. Trusting in God's guidance through the movement of the
Holy Spirit. Faith lived out in community.

Reformed and always reforming. It is alive as God is also alive

'God, alone, is lord of the conscience.'

Trusts group decision-making to discern God's will. God alone is Lord of the conscience.
Always seeking to be reformed. Commitment to social justice. Humility - we don't claim to be
the only church with all the answers.

Focus on the 5 solas, which has led us historically to make God's concern for and primary
purpose to bring all peoples to himself in Jesus our main focus

The beauty of diversity in people and expressions of God's love as faithful people live out their
faith in the world

Salvation by faith through grace, the priesthood of all believers
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Emphasis on Christ as the head of the church, God participation in human history, idolatry as
sin, justification/sanctification, the mind as God's gift, church order as mission and ministry,
preaching on the word of God at the center of worship, life of disciple, and simplicity in
worship and lifestyle.

To me, what is distinctive is an understanding that our relationship with God derives from
God's initiative and not our own. I also think that an understanding of salvation as God's re-
newing and re-creating all that was intended as good is unique. We are not as anthropocentric
as other faith traditions.

Reformed theology takes human brokenness seriously while trusting in the providence and
sovereignty of God. Who are we to limit God's redemptive grace and expansive love? Our
theology fits hand-in-hand with our polity - the priesthood of all believers, that God calls each
of us to particular ministry and endows us with gifts to fulfill our calling, is reflected in the
equity of church leadership and structures. And- our belief that the Spirit is still at work,
forming and reforming us into the people God would have us be, in and through democratic
processes of debate and discernment.

Not necessarily the theology itself, but the way in which it is lived out in our denomination:
the priesthood of all believers. Also, the emphasis upon compassion and social responsibility,
upon history (creeds) and how they help us interpret the present times. And our
connectionalism is also distinctive.

Authority of Scripture, Trinity, Creation/Providence/Sovereignty, Grace, Humanity's Original
Righteousness and Fall into Sin Jesus Christ: Incarnation of the Eternal Word, His Atoning
Work, Salvation by Grace through Faith Election for Salvation and Service, understanding of
Covenant, understanding of Sacraments, Sanctification and the Work of the Holy Spirit,
Priesthood of All Believers

God acts first, we respond. God chooses us.

That we are reformed & always reforming!

That God is sovereign over all -- the world and the church. The nature of God's sovereignty is
best understood through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Thus, what is
sovereign or preeminent about God is grace. The scriptures of both Old and New Testaments
are the witness to this. Our lives are to be lived in grateful response to God's grace. As people
transformed by God's saving love, we are part of God's transforming work in the world.

Thoughtful, well-informed scholarship

God is Sovereign, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer & Lord of all. As such God controls all things -
even whether or not we will be saved. we do not choose God, God chooses us. God is love and
acts through love. Even when we sin, God is willing to claim and forgive us. We live in a
covenental relationship with God and are connected to all who follow reformed traditions. We
understand there are two sacraments, baptism and the eucharist as well as two commands:
Share the good news of God's love as witnessed in Jesus Christ with all the world and love our
neighbors as ourselves. The latter is to be acted out through acts of justice and mercy.

the priesthood of all believers
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The Sovereignty of God, which honors the freedom of God to do as God wills. Secondly, the
fallen nature of all humanity which has resulted in being estranged from God and the only
One who can reconcile humanity and God is the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no salvation
without the shedding of the blood of Jesus Christ, and it is through his death that the wrath of
God has been satisfied and we are welcomed by our faith in Jesus into the Kingdom of God.
When we place our faith in Jesus Christ, he infuses us with the Holy Spirit who empowers us
to live for the glory of God. Humanity under the power of the Holy Spirit will NOT live as
people of the world, but will be transformed by the work of God and there will be evidence
that those who are redeemed by God are children of God. Those who are called, are made
holy, for without holiness, no one will see God. God is holy and pure, and without a second
birth, a spiritual birth, there is no welcome to be where God is. In my opinion, the PCUSA is
no longer Reformed and probably ought to turn in their Presbyterian Card, for they do not
hold to the teachings of Calvin and the Reformers, but have gone after strange gods, believing
there is no need for transformation after confession of faith and no need to walk in holiness of
life.

Reformed; always reforming.

Sovereignty of God, severity of the Fall, grace and salvation in Jesus Christ, Jesus' return and
the coming of the Kingdom of God in all of its fullness.

Grace alone

Sovereignty of God, Authority of Scripture, human depravity, Salvation by grace, Election and
perseverance of the church, obeying the great commission.

Saved by grace not only from something but for something, i.e., from sin for service to God.

The Authority of Scripture The Priesthood of all believers Justification by grace through faith
Working together with other churches and faiths Treating all equally regardless of religion,
race, sex, etc.

Communal ecclesiology manifest at baptism; egalitarian and broad-based leadership manifest
in democratic process; beautiful balance between recognition of sin and claiming God's
abundant grace; continual intellectual rigor in all matters of faith and life.

Always reforming/changing according to God's revelation and our growing and progressive
understanding of that revelation.

We are saved by grace through faith

Discernment of God's word and will comes from the wider wisdom of more people who are
guided by God's Spirit.

Everything begins with God.

Sovereignty of God who calls us individually into a saving and serving relationship by faith
through the grace of Jesus Christ. Through this relationship the individuals and the church is
called to reform and to be reformed.

The glory of God

It focuses on God's self-revelation to and redemption of human beings

The absolute sovereignty of God.

The emphasis on being called by God to both salvation and service is key!

Sovereignty of God Justification by Grace through faith Total Depravity Importance and
scripture and the confessions

Emphasis upon the sovereignty of God, salvation by God's grace through faith and the
authority of scripture as a guide to faith and life.

The Solas Predestination

The emphasis on community and grace.

relevant, honest, open, scriptural truths
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Lordship of Jesus Christ and the Sovereignty of God; Election for service and salvation,
Covenant Life, Stewardship that seeks proper use of gifts, Human tendency toward idolatry
and tyranny; the life of the mind as the service of God; central role of The Word of God;
Emphasis on Grace as well as the Third Use of the Law

The sovereignty of God.

Honesty about the broken nature of the world and call to participate in the good work of the
Holy Spirit and God in the community

The grace of God as revealed in Jesus Christ

The humility of recognizing perpetual human fallibility, and the confidence of God's grace
being sufficient for us all. Our polity which reflects that core theology; no one is more holy and
no position more sacred. We are all servants of our risen Lord and each is called according to
his or her own gifts. The sacrament of baptism in which we recognize that God initiates our
call to be Jesus' disciples (vs. 'T found it' theology which puts the initiative in human hands.)
The sacrament of communion in which Christ is truly present as the host of the Table, and the
Spirit truly in our midst, but not through any change in substance of the elements. The focus
in worship on the Word rightly proclaimed. While we believe the Spirit is present we do not
form a service to lead to 'feeling' the Spirit. Service to others is how we live our lives as
followers of Christ, though this is hardly unique to Reformed theology.

Election

Triune God's sovereign mercy and mystery of salvation mediated through Christ and Holy
Spirit through Body of Christ--human sinfulness in absolute need of grace-interplay between
authority of Scripture and authority of Reformed Creeds and Confessions--worship as balance
of proclaimed Word, sacrament, prayer, praise and confession of sin along with evangelism
and service

It's all God.

That God's grace cannot be earned but is given freely to all who ask and that that grace goes
before us.

God loves us first. We respond to the love in how we live our lives. We have elders.

sovereignty of God, salvation by grace, priesthood of all believers, Reformed by always
reforming, engaged in social justice in our world, connected

Our understanding that God always acts first. Our actions are in response to God's doing.

We don't need to look for God, God already is with us.

Not individualistic but communal, individual AND corporate repentance and forgiveness of
sins, reformed always reforming

Grace! Grace! Grace!

The intellectual and spiritual pursuit of seeking to know God better, knowing that God has
already claimed, knows and loves us.

Reformed theology centers on God's grace, and an understanding that we (the church) are
always reforming by the Word of God through the leading of the Holy Spirit. And, of course,
Jesus.

Sovereignty of God; centrality of Jesus Christ; high view of Scripture interpreted through lens
of experience, scholarship, history; priesthood of believers; sacraments of baptism and Lord's
Supper....actually not all that much is truly distinctive...we have more in common with fellow
Christians than we do differences

God's sovereignty Election to service and salvation

Focusing everything on the Sovereignty of God. God initiates everything, thus each godly
human action is a response to the inward wooing of God.

C-16



God alone is sovereign. God alone is God - Triune - Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. God
calls us to live in relationship with God and one another, in obedience to God's commands to
love God and love one another. We live our lives in gratitude in response to the knowledge of
God's grace and love for us in Jesus Christ. We sin and fall short of what God intends for us
and are in need of God's grace and mercy. God forgives us in Jesus Christ and we are called to
forgive one another and be reconciled to God and one another. God created us and all of
creation. Everything we have comes from God. We live our lives in obedience to God and in
faithful stewardship of the gifts we have been given. The Holy Spirit moves among us, the
Body of Christ, and guides us in our common life together. The sacraments of Baptism and
the Eucharist, which we share as a community of faith, are signs and seals of God's covenant
relationship with us.

God's Grace Our interpretation of scripture Priesthood of all believers

Our emphasis on the grace of God who is sovereign in love for the whole creation.

Our willingness to make adjustments as we grow in understanding of what it means to be a
person of faith; a child of God in a world that is every more inter-connected.

We understand the God is sovereign over all things, and that Christ alone is Lord of the
conscience. We take scripture seriously but not literally. Most importantly, we do not have a
list of doctrines (boxes to check) that make us reformed; we do not have a litmus test; rather,
we ask God in Christ to lead us through scripture, the gathered community, and the Holy
Spirit.

the sovereignty of God, the high view of Scripture, the calling out of the elect, the
responsibility to bear witness to Christ in word and deed, the understanding that worship is a
lifestyle, not an isolated act an openness to the movement and guidance of the Holy Spirit
an appreciation of the confessions

God's providence and sovereignty. Salvation through grace by faith. Priesthood of all
believers. God alone is Lord of the conscience. Predestination.

The sovereignty of God as Creator of Heaven and Earth, and the sacrifice of God's Son, Christ
Jesus as Savior to all the world's peoples who embrace him.

Our understanding that God loves and chooses us before we can ever love and choose God.

God's sovereignty, especially as understood with regard to salvation.

Sovereignty of God 5 Solas Covenental influenced theology Christocentric hermeneutics

The mystical union of the believer to Christ

God is Sovereign, and cannot be controlled, guided or advised by humans. 'My ways are not
your ways, nor my thoughts your thoughts.' God speaking through the prophet Isaiah. God
can choose anyone to be God's representative, so God can, and does choose people whine the
world would not consider important. Since God might choose someone the world deems
insignificant, it is imperative that as Reformed Christians, opportunities for education,
meaningful employment, and opportunities for economic growth should not be discouraged
or denied to anyone, regardless of wealth, social status or professed religion.

The understanding that God chooses us to live with God forever before the foundation of the
world, and that when we live in trust (faith), we are then called to live out that faith in
community.

Coming together in a community that celebrates the sacraments and reads scripture together,
trusting in the presence of God with us.

God initiates, we respond.

We serve a sovereign God, whose grace/love are for everyone, right now, no matter what.
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The centrality of our ever evolving understanding of God's revelation to us through Word and
world (‘reformed and always reforming') as well as structural and theological divergences
from the Catholic faith concerning sacraments, access to God (through personal prayer,
confession, and full participation in the sacraments), emphasis on faith over works, etc.

grace

The sovereignty of God; the goodness of creation; the reality of both Sin and Evil; the concept
of imago Dei; the priesthood of all believers; the incarnation of Christ; the effectiveness of
Christ's work on the cross; the reality and meaning of Christ's resurrection; the certainty of
Christ's return; the certain hope of the realization of the New Covenant promises in their
fullness

Democratically led, always reforming, historical theological, well thought out.

The historical results

saved by grace

The sovereignty of God and the gift of God's grace in Jesus Christ.

It emphasizes that we are called to be the body of Christ despite difference, to work with
others in revealing God's light, and to confess together as the body.

God's action in Jesus Christ: Grace Our response in faith: Gratitude heads as well as hearts
involved in faith

Sovereignty of God & Grace together

The church is not to be shaped by culture. The church is to shape culture.

The ability to ask critical questions and wrestle with the reality of spiritual doubt. Being able
to use our whole self - not 'check your brain at the door.' And the ability to develop and even
change our understandings of how God works throughout continued critical reading of
scripture and the leading of the Spirit.

Grace alone through faith alone by Christ alone revealed in Scripture alone through the work
of the Holy Spirit. God chose to save the elect.

We encourage members to worship God with our whole being. All are encouraged to study
Scripture and follow as their own conscience and the Holy Spirit leads them.

The idea of all of us, through community discernment, better see God & therefore better
understand our calling to serve better

The varied methods of God's self-revelation.

The centrality of grace. Ecumenism Social and political witness

Emphasizes God's sovereignty and salvation by grace through faith.

That PCUSA theology is based in the wisdom of the community, as led by the Holy Spirit, and
that this foundational belief underlies our polity. That PCUSA theology is broad enough that I
can affirm that the word in print (which, as a translation is an interpretation) witnesses to the
Word Incarnate, Jesus Christ; that I can affirm myself as a Follower of Jesus, when the term
Christian is abused in the media; that I am part of a faith community in which I observe the
Holy Spirit at work; and that I can still respect other Presbyterians whose beliefs may differ
somewhat from mine.

Intentionality to be instruments of God's grace.

The priesthood of all believers.

The importance of reason, the value of Biblical understanding in its historical context and
contemporary application, God's grace for humanity, the centrality of Jesus as Savior and the
call to follow his teaching, the need to actively live out faith in daily life and not just wait for
heaven.

Grace. God makes the decisions. WE follow.
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In a confessional and humble attitude, we have faith in the grace of our Lord, Jesus, and we
uphold the motto, Ecclesia reformat, semper reformanda. Justification by grace

Reformed theology begins more as a philosophical approach that begins with the sovereignty
of God which then frames the rest of Reformed theology. As the BoO denotes, this includes,
'Related to this central affirmation of God's sovereignty are other great themes of the
Reformed tradition: The election of the people of God for service as well as for salvation;
Covenant life marked by a disciplined concern for order in the church according to the Word
of God; A faithful stewardship that shuns ostentation and seeks proper use of the gifts of
God's creation; and The recognition of the human tendency to idolatry and tyranny, which
calls the people of God to work for the transformation of society by seeking justice and living
in obedience to the Word of God.' In actuality, the whole new Foundations section of the BoO
outlines our core theology that forms and informs our practical theology.

God is sovereign, sin is real.

Always re-evaluating scripture through experience and social crisis. We are open to the wind
of the Spirit moving us in new directions.

Salvation by Grace through Faith, The gift of the Bible God's Authority and activity in human
life.

Doctrines of election and total depravity

Approach to scripture and its interpretation.

we are all connected, we do not have all the answers, God's grace prevails. All of us have
missed the mark ...

Grace based; connectional, liturgical, Biblical grounding, proclamation of the word,
sovereignty of God, theology of call, life in community, priesthood of all believers, reformed
and ever reforming

Its emphasis on Jesus Christ as the revelation of God.

respect of the ability to interpret scripture in light of tradition and current conditions....

Irresistible Grace. That we can neither earn nor lose God's love, and therefore our lives are to
be marked by gratitude, not fear.

Always reforming

The sovereignty of God

Scripture Alone

Reliance on God's Grace. Grace abounds, and in response, we are called to live our lives in
gratitude for the grace of God's blessings through lives of devotion and service.

We believe that God's will can be discerned through voting. Thus, when a council of the
church (session/Presbytery/GA) votes on an issue we are discerning God's will. ~ There are
other distinctive things, but that is the biggest difference.

Two areas of Reformed Theology that are distinctive: 1) our doctrine of Jesus Christ and 2) the
doctrine of our union with Christ.

Sovereignty/freedom/initiative all belong to God; God initiates, people respond. Sin is
universal; confession and repentance are called for. Grace: We cannot deserve God's favor,
but God chooses freely to save people through Christ. God calls people to a life of obedience,
gratitude, faithful stewardship, and social engagement. God gives people different spiritual
gifts to be used for the common good. Our tradition is skeptical of individual, personal
authority; we prefer conciliar leadership, shared among the spiritually mature, who are
recognized as ruling/teaching elders.

I need to give this some thought.
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Triune nature of God as Being in Community Sovereignty of God Authority of Scripture
Incarnation/Mission of Jesus Christ (Nicene Creed; Formula of Chalcedon) Created Nature
of Humanity--created in the Image of God as Beings-in-Community (male/female,
progeneration reflecting essential qualities of God; created in perfect freedom but falling
willfully into sin/alienation from God). Total Depravity of Humanity, meaning not that we
always do all the bad we can do but that we can do no lasting good in & of ourselves, as the
good is only that which is ordained, informed and empower by, and to the glory of God.
Specifically, there is nothing we can do of ourselves to accomplish reconciliation with God.
Salvation is a free gift of God, offered by grace, through faith, in Christ alone, according to
Scripture. Yet we are not deterministically programmed--while God is the initiator of
salvation, we can refuse. The later 'Double Predestination' view ignores the Reformers'
willingness to embrace the mystery of grace by the inward work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus
Christ is God's Elect One for Humanity, and all who are in Christ are elect in Him. It's not
Santa's 'naughty & nice' (or any other) list. The interaction between God's sovereignty and
omniscience (foreknowledge as we use it is an insufficient concept--time is a construct that
God transcends) and human will & responsibility, is beyond our conceptual ken. We are elect
in Christ; we are free (but not sovereign) in our choices; we are fully responsible for our
choices. We are elect in Christ for salvation and service. This is seen in our covenantal
relationship with God, ourselves, the church, humanity and the created world. As the elect of
Christ, we comprise His Church--His called out people: called out of the world and into
worshipping, serving community; equipped and sent into the world for mission & ministry--
not some but all--the priesthood of all believers. In our worship and sacraments, we seek to
know and honor God as revealed in the Scriptures, chiefly in Jesus Christ. As Calvin wrote,
"Where Scripture leads us, there we must needs be follow; where Scripture ceases, there we
must stop.' BOO Six Great Ends captures and elucidates our Great Commission. Stewardship
of all creation extends to all, is incumbent upon all. Finally, in our polity, we are neither
congregational only (though we do covenant in congregational community) nor are we
episcopal only (though we do willingly place ourselves under authority and accountability).
Chiefly, due to the awareness of our own pride and weakness, we determine to vest power in
groups rather than in individuals. This is the core of our connectional identity: that we
worship, work and order ourselves in mutual accountability and deference to Scripture, doing
all, decently and in order, and all to the Glory of God and the advance of His Kingdom.

The emphasis on the sovereignty of God and the necessity of God's grace to our faith.

Posits God as the initial actor in redemption, understands God's rule to be both provisionally
present and still future

The priesthood of all believers and the openness to reforming through the movement and
revelation of the Holy Spirit.

Our understanding of salvation (the restoration of all creation) as the sovereign act of God is
promised to humanity by means of the covenant of perpetuity made with Abraham and
ratified by God alone

Sovereignty of God, importance of worship, role of the sacraments in the life of the
community, Jesus/grace, role of the laity

The emphasis on the absolute sovereignty of God. That God always acts first. Salvation by
grace alone. Importance of stewardship. Election of elders to lead church. Always reformed
according to Word of God.

Views on election and sin, Calvin's cultural imperative, high view of sacraments without them
becoming truly sacramental theologically

Reformed/Presbyterian theology has at its heart a basis in scripture. John Calvin's assertion
of sola scriptura, scripture alone informs our understanding of all else. We believe in the
sovereignty of God and the doctrines of grace included in "TULIP'

Connectionalism
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Sovereignty of God, God continually working through history and us, meaning we are being
reformed.

Omnipotence of God, forgiveness and grace after repentance, priesthood of all believers, the
Bible as whole counsel of God and sufficient to understand Jesus's role in salvation

focus on God's sovereignty; God's reign

Emphasis of the supremacy of God's Grace and the totality of our sin.

The emphasis on grace and covenant; not something earned, something freely given by God

Its ability to see how scripture is speaking to the current context of society. The way that we
are able to reform and grow in our understanding of faith and see the ways in which God is
challenging us to be relevant and present with God's world now.

importance of salvation not depending on works.

The widely varying definitions of basic theological concepts and how many different views
come together to refine one another in the church.

sovereignty of God in all things, and the grace of God in election through Jesus Christ.

all are able to be led by the Holy Spirit - works with individuals and in community7

That we live and believe in the priesthood of all believers.

Reformed, always reforming

Being open to change, people and loving all.

Orderly, thoughtful, respectful, grace-filled, loving

sovereignty of God

God's sovereignty which manifests through the life and death of Jesus Christ in spite of sinful
nature of humanity.

reformed, always reforming (improving, getting clearer)

Grace abounds

Focus on God's grace, and gratitude in response. Recognition of human innate propensity to
err -- 'original sin' in traditional language. Responsibility to live in socially responsible ways
in recognition of the above two points.

truth in order to goodness

God's grace reaches out to us before we do anything.

(In order): 1. the Sovereignty of the Triune God 2. which is revealed through Jesus, the
Christ, in whose life, death, and resurrection 3. are manifest God's surpassing grace towards
all of God's creation 4. therein both revealing and fully responding to the ubiquity of sin (as
sin, not 'bad stuff' or 'evil' or any other simulacra of sin) 5. and, through the power of the Holy
Spirit, empowering human beings to respond to God in gratitude and hope 6. in all aspects of
existence (natural and social) 7. as we discern God at work in all of those aspects of existence
8. and anticipate the consummation of all things into their doxological purposes 9. foretastes
of which we experience in scripture faithfully interpreted, sacraments rightly observed, and
the church missionally engaged 10 in its pursuit of an egalitarian political, economic, and
social ethic.

God's grace displayed in creation and the renewing work of Christ as this is applied by the
Spirit. I trust in God's work in all places where the Spirit is drawing people toward God and
toward the renewal of all creation.

Emphasis on the sovereignty of God Scripture as basis for theology and teaching Priesthood
of all believers

The sovereignty of God and God's grace. That we choose God is by God's grace. Our
sanctification is by God's grace.
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in today's world where people without learning the faith seek black and white scenarios of
belief and practice. Reformed theology in its true sense requires we study and we actually are
expected to think. Hence the need for mutual forbearance. This is so different from most of
today's approach

The prevailing power of God's Grace. That this Grace is a freely given gift from God that
cannot be taken away.

reformed and always reforming - combination of intellect and heart in faith

All are encouraged to read, think about, discuss, discern and live; no one human authority
prescribes what is Presbyterian theology.

Emphasis on the validity of BOTH old and New Testaments, and of course election

Polity (namely Rule by elders, parity of clergy and ordained laity, orderly approach), form of
government (namely representative government), Creedal (namely confessional, ecumenical),
Missional (Great Ends of the Church), deep roots in French Genevan (Calvin) and Scottish
theologians, values both social gospel and proclamation gospel, values use of the mind as
adequate service to God, election of the saints.

In your opinion, what is distinctive about Reformed Presbyterian theology? Only 500

words, then three points: Sola gratis; ecclesia semper reformanda, semper reformanda; and
the model that Christian life is best lived out when we understand that what we do is a
response to what God has done for us. Sola gratis, grace alone, means that there is nothing
we can do to deserve our Salvation. It solely relies on God's graciousness. When we confess
this, it gives us the ability to do things not fearing the results but that we trust that God's will
get us through the darkest valley. This doesn't mean that we all can do whatever we want but
when we misinterpret doctrine, and we will pivot our beliefs with a process of confession and
forgiveness, and reconciliation that allows us to have better relationship with others and with
God. Ecclesia semper reformanda, semper reformanda means the church is always to be
reformed. When we live out of the first doctrine, we open the earthy church as chaos of
change. Therefore, there must be a regulator doctrine which balances this. Notice the Latin
word, reformo, means reform, not alteratio, which means change or alternate. We are not the
changed Church or the alternative Church (although the current branding might work well
with the millennial generation). Reformed has a sense of restoring back to a pure sense. This
is not to say that to make church great again where we have go back to the prejudices of the
old, but go to a genuine confession. This confession is found in Scripture: Matthew 22:36-40,
John 3:16, John 15:13, Galatians 2:20, and Romans 12:1 among others. The divine love is a
self-sacrificing love that creates, sustains and redeems life which is embodied in the story of
Life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Once Dr. Rick Nutt in one of his classes spoke
about the uniqueness of the Christian reformed faith by saying: in most religions, salvation is
a quid pro quo with God, which is I do something good, God loves me; I do something bad
then God doesn't and I have to do something to atone for my sin. But our Christian reformed
faith is saying that Jesus Christ died for our sins and God has already done all that needs to be
done. We do not do works where our actions make us righteous, but our right actions come
out of authentic thankful response to what God has first done for us. That's the model of our
Christian life. Whew, that was a lot with 62 words to spare.

Its organizational structure of church leadership, with pastors, elders, and deacons.

God the creator's love to the world in Jesus Christ. Invitation to follow him in life of faith,
worship, fellowship, attentiveness to the Holy Spirit, and discipleship

Sovereignty of God, our brokenness and God's grace

the serious view of Scripture, the mysterious presence of Christ both in the sacraments and in
our daily lives, and the focus on God's grace as our only means of connecting with God and
living

Reformed, always reforming. Emphasis on community of faith.
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That people of good conscience are able to disagree and still worship together.

... always being reformed...'

Our confessional tradition

The emphasis on personal experience with God.

That God is approachable, that his grace is sufficient, but that he is also just, which means that
we need to be obedient servants, rather than our own bosses in life.

The strong focus on the sheer grace of the sovereign God revealed in Jesus Christ. By God's
loving power, Christians have been called to an active, engaged obedience to reflect our
gratitude for God's loving gifts. No part or moment of our lives is exempt from God's gracious
lordship, so we have the opportunity to constantly seek God's will and joyfully follow it by the
power of the Holy Spirit. While nothing that we do is without the taint of sin, we are called to
joyfully and courageously reflect the hope and love of God to the world around us in words
and actions. Due to God's work on our behalf, we have hope of an eternal future in fellowship
with God in Jesus Christ.

God being at work in our lives and loving us long before we recognize it or if we never
recognize it.

sovereignty of God, grace as a gift freely given, the invitation to live a life of gratitude in
response to God's grace,

It is the responsibility and privilege of every Christian to seek God's Will, Calling & direction
through prayer, Bible study, and conversation with other Christians. We do not abandon the
task of interpreting what is faithful and leave it to anyone else to 'tell us what is right'. Also, it
is important to remember that each of us is included in those who have fallen short of the
Glory of God, and Christian humility is vital. Order of authority: God (Creator, Christ, Spirit)
then holy scripture, then the witness of the church through confession and constitution. We
seek to be faithful to God, but we do not blindly follow other people's ideas.

Emphasis on God's sovereignty Rejection of magic Insistence on grace Being guided by but
not captive to history Covenant theology, where covenant is understood as offered by God,
not earned by us

Our shared experience

The sovereignty of God, centrality of Scripture, and salvation through God's grace in Jesus
Christ. Grace alone, faith alone, scripture alone.

A strong doctrine of sin and an equally strong doctrine of grace. Dignity of work.
Accountability to God through one's peers, lay elders, rather than through a priest who is set
over his congregation.

Sovereignty of God

Reformed and always reforming. Sovereignty of God. Priesthood of all believers.

Emphasis on God's sovereignty in all of life

1. We are all called to be disciples. 2. God alone is Lord of the conscience. 3. The Word is
learned and experienced through reading scripture, in community worship, and in service to
others. 4. Our connectional church keeps us accountable to God and one another, and allows
us to discern God's will in a powerful and unique way.

Sovereignty of God; saved by grace; always being reformed;

reformed and always reforming

Our focus on the sovereignty of God, and the ultimate grace of the One Who is sovereign---
and that grace is revealed through the incarnate presence of God through Jesus

God's initiative and sovereignty

That God calls all people. That God interacts directly with people and communities. That we
are reformed and always reforming.
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Its understanding of God and of humanity. We can do nothing to influence or improve
ourselves to be more 'acceptable' in God's eyes. Traditionally we use the term, salvation,
which is solely dependent upon God's grace. Westminster Catechism teaching that our chief
end is to glorify God and enjoy God forever is unique. Sola Scriptura. Contemporary
Christian Rock is not capable of fulfilling Reformed for worship requirements.

The Reformed Church constantly being reformed

We are reformed and always reforming.

Its emphasis on God's sovereignty, salvation by grace through faith, a lifestyle responsive to
God's Lordship and love, Biblical revelation, humility; its evangelical calling, concern for
justice, ecumenical openness and an ecclesiology recognizing deep connections between
churches.

Our insistence upon God's sovereignty and grace

Grace/Gratitude

Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior and I know him thru the Scriptures of OT & NT and
through the leading of the Holy Spirit.

The commitment to critique all human traditions and ideas, including those in the bible.

Focus on sovereignty of God; participatory ecclesiology, with government by elders; idea of
reformed and always reforming; Centrality of Scripture, with Holy Spirit being the interpreter;
Understanding of election being work of God in Jesus Christ; grace; idolatry as central sin;
ongoing sin in life of believer, thus humility about one's 'progress' in faith; importance of
Christians shaping community according to God's will; effort to balance head and heart,
personal relationship with Christ and social transformation.

We are connected. We believe in the sinfulness of humanity and God's undeserved grace given
freely to all who seek it. We believe God's work in the world is active, not static. Our Christian
faith is meant to be lived and enacted. We believe the will of God continues to be revealed to
humanity through the Holy Spirit and grows and develops over time.

Grace and Gratitude - moves us to faith and faithful action. That and always being open to
being reformed.

Grace
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As Reformed Christians, we believe in the one eternal God, creator of all things known and
unknown, and who extends beyond the limits of time and space. God is the reason for our
existence, the purpose for our lives, and the object of our worship. God's nature is clouded in
mystery; incomprehensible to our frail human minds. And yet God so desired to be in
relationship with us that God chose to be revealed to us in three distinct persons, all quite
different, but each very much the same. As human beings we are inherently blinded by sin,
often broken and unable to achieve redemption and reunification with God on our own. In
response to our helplessness, God has provided us with an opportunity for salvation through
his Son, Jesus Christ. He showed us the way through his earthly life and offered atonement for
our sins through his death on the cross and his resurrection from the grave. It is by grace,
through faith, that our lives are renewed and our reconciliation complete. Not by our own
merit, but by God's alone. We believe in a personal God who is active in our lives. That God is
ever present with us through the Holy Spirit, guiding our actions, calling us to service, and
preparing us to realize the promises made through Jesus Christ. Our church is influenced by
the Spirit in all that we do, and as individuals we profess our faith through the encouragement
of that same Spirit. God did not leave us alone to find our way, but gave us his Word in the
Holy Scriptures. That Word, which became incarnate in Jesus Christ, is inspired by God and
opened to us through the Holy Spirit, and is an authoritative and trustworthy guide for our
lives of faith. Those Scriptures, both the Old and New Testaments, are God's Word to us, and
we believe that the confessions of the church are historic witnesses of that Word. The
sacraments we celebrate, Baptism and The Lord's Supper, are visible signs of God's love and
grace. Our participation in those sacraments enables us to respond to that grace and helps us
to acknowledge God's presence in our lives. The sacraments are more than mere symbols, for
they serve to affirm our continuing relationship with Jesus and our ongoing desire to follow in
faith. Reformed believers know that God has called us together as the Church to be the visible
manifestation of the body of Christ. As Christians, this call is one of service and obedience.
Because of this call, the church has a responsibility to exemplify the Gospel, to preach the
Word, to serve others in Christ, to evangelize to the lost, to live by scripture, and to teach by
example.

It calls us to think and interact with God. We are his people and he loves us and wants the
best for us. He calls us in different ways to serve him and when we reach out it is the workings
of the Holy Spirit. We follow the leadings of the Holy Spirit through our own personal
relationship with God/Jesus through prayer, scripture, meditation, teachings of the church
and of Pastors and leaders of the church. We see how history has changed us and made us
who we are and what God wants us to be in his glorious kingdom.

A sound blend of faith seeking understanding, and a healthy regard for both sides of that.
Reformed and always reforming -- the good news is the same, but how we interpret it and
apply it changes over time as we receive new understanding and discernment.
Presbyterian/Reformed theology is also guided by our confessions. And also, its system of
governance is distinctive -- dual leadership of governing and teaching elders; full
representation. An emphasis on the sovereignty of God over all people and creation itself.
Coming out of its confessions, the Reformed/Presbyterian connections with and commitment
to social justice.
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The Sovereignty of God is perhaps the most or one of the most important and distinctive
features of Reformed Theology. From this doctrine flow our views on Election, Soteriology,
Grace, and human nature. Without recognizing the Reformed perspective on God's
sovereignty, we may be reformers, but we are not Reformed. Education has also been a
hallmark of the Reformed tradition, and Presbyterianism in particular. For this reason, I
applaud efforts to understand the world and faiths around us. Indeed, without such
understanding, the nascent church would never have been able to effectively preach to the
people in Corinth, in Jerusalem, and elsewhere in the ancient world. My concern with
focusing so much on other faiths is that we have not first done our homework on our own
faith. Precious few cradle Presbyterians remain and, while older generations may have been
schooled in Reformed Theology as part of Sunday School and worship, we may no longer
assume anyone knows the fundamentals of our faith. We may not be assured that
congregations comprised of former Baptists, Catholics, and Methodists are now presently
filled with Presbyterians. The sovereignty of God is an essential tenet of our faith. Without
understanding it, the former Baptist does not understand why they may be free from the
anxiety of repeated invitations to God to come into their heart. God calls in our tradition.
God saves in our tradition. God reforms in our tradition. My eyes literally grow teary as I
write these words because, sure in this knowledge, I have lived my life. I can think of no
greater comfort than that, in the words of the Heidelberg Catechism, borrowed so freely and
earnestly from Paul, 'T am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and in
death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.' I buried my surrogate father with these words. He
had lived through the founding and the dismantling of a Presbyterian congregation of which
he had been a charter member. Yet his faith remained strong because God is sovereign. God
is immanent and yet unsearchable. Do we truly believe that even a quarter of what, relatively
speaking, is an educated church population knows what is the Heidelberg Catechism? To
me, God's sovereignty and the difference between a Baptist and a Presbyterian are nowhere
more visible than in Galatians 2:16. Shall it be read that we are justified by faith 'in' Jesus
Christ or by faith 'of Jesus Christ--by Christ's faith? If we are to be Reformed, we should
know the answer. And we should know the answer before we know, as your survey asks, that
Maimonides is Jewish or that Shiva is a Hindu goddess. The latter you can learn in any of the
roughly 4,100 universities, colleges and community colleges in this nation. The former--who
will teach that??? The preacher would leave the question to end, but I will say 'Us. We must.'
Because it is also a tenet of our faith that we go and make disciples.

God's grace and God's sovereignty

The sovereignty and providence of God

Reformed and always reforming. Emphasis on scholarship, Biblical and otherwise. God
manifests through all of life. Sovereignty of conscience.

We allow questions and recognize we don't have all the answers. Constantly reforming.
Connectional nature of the church. Greater emphasis on community and social justice than
individual salvation.

A belief in the sovereignty of God.

Ilumination through prayerful study of Scripture and openness to discussion through the
leading of the Holy Spirit

Commitment to education, alignment with the enlightenment, parity of clergy and laity,
representative form of government, commitment to representation and due process, elegance
in ordination vows and fundamental principles

God's gracious initiative saves humans (saved by grace alone). The centrality of Scripture for
the life and ministry of the Church.
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Distinctive, historically, or distinctive as lived out today on the ground? There's less of the
latter. Of the former, what's distinctive, i.e., not shared by other traditions, isn't what's most
important (since, e.g., the creed is shared by all). Perhaps then the focus on the primacy of
God's grace, as a pastoral doctrine of comfort. Also, that church authority lies in the
community.

The absolute sovereignty of God.

emphasis on God's sovereignty and grace and our response of holiness

The sovereignty of God and God's grace

Grace is a free gift

Our faith is a gift from God, and is initiated by God. We have free will and can choose to
receive this gift of faith.

The communal accountability and finding the voice of the Holy spirit in dialog as well as the
willingness to seek our calling for this time and circumstance.

That we are all priests.

Our theology of the sovereignty and grace of God.

Salvation by grace. (TULIP)

Sovereignty of God and centrality of Christ as Lord and Savior. The first psalm I learned as a
child was Psalm 100: it is God that hath made us and not we ourselves. The first verse of
Scripture I learned was John 3:16. The second was the Shema. We are called to worship God,
praise God, give thanks to God in all times and places, and enjoy God, marveling in what God
has created and done for us. God alone is Lord of the conscience and our understanding of
God's word is inspired by the Holy Spirit through councils and deliberative and discerning
processes. Christ is to be encountered as Word in Scripture, interpretation, and Sacrament.
We affirm that there are different ways of being church; our polity places emphasis on order
and shared decision making. Throughout our lives we respond to God's grace and love,
perfecting that which begins in baptism. This means that we are always seeking to do justice,
love kindness and walk humbly with God, open to being transformed and reformed. At our
best we are open to the wisdom of other traditions, particularly other Christian traditions, and
open to acknowledging our commonalities first and foremost. We should be beyond the
debates of the 16th century. It is in the nuances that our uniqueness can be discerned.

Taking both grace and evil seriously; systematic theology; ongoing writing of confessions and
creeds; reformed, always reforming; right-relatedness and shalom.

Predestination, unconditional election

The concept of God's grace and love toward us. There is an emphasis on polity; education;
confession and being a connectional church.

It is connected to all people. It is always reforming, never stagnant but believes in the God of
constant love, mercy, justice and discipline.

Emphasis on God's sovereignty, predestination, equality of presbyters.

Emphasis or at least tolerance of reason in approach to spirituality. Personal nature of
relationship with God

An emphasis on God's gracious action and Christian faith, life, and worship as our grateful
response

We take 'ecclesia reformata semper reformanda’ seriously.

Sovereignty of God; centrality of Jesus Christ; continuing work of the Holy Spirit; election to
service; taking sin seriously; salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ; authority of
scripture

Sovereign grace of God

The application of inspired biblical truth to contemporary situations/opportunities.
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Double depravity--honesty about our sin The sovereignty of God's grace--God's choice to be
our God and be gracious Scripture as a central, authoritative witness to God in Jesus Christ.
Election/Predestination--God chooses us in Jesus Christ We publicly confess our sin, God's
grace and election, and our call to be witnesses in covenantal community We share
governance We believe in and work for social justice The Book of Order is about
reconciliation We believe in the priesthood of all believers, expressed through ordered
functions We believe education and self-reflection/awareness leads us to know ourselves,
others and God We believe that the Sacraments show us God's grace in being For Us even
without our prior knowledge or consent The importance of the proclamation of The Word,
bearing witness to the Word made flesh, as attested in the words of Holy Scripture,
interpreted and taught by words for the edification of the church and the transformation of
the world.

Inclusiveness. Jesus' example was one of acceptance. (i.e. the sick, the poor, those rejected by
society, women, even those from other religions.) This is what Reformed theology should be.

The sovereignty of God.

1) God alone is Lord of the conscience. 2) Becoming a mature Christian. 3) Word and
Sacrament held equally. 4) Balance of power with lay and clergy. 5) The Church is Reformed
and always reforming. 6) We are saved by God's Grace. 7) Jesus is known by many names
throughout history and the world. 8) Educated clergy. 9) Scripture in the language of the
people. 10) Where two or three are gathered in Christ's name, God is in their midst. 11)
Humans are partners with God and hold Creation in trust for perpetuity. 12) Humans of every
kind are called into ministry. We are all given Divine gifts to be used for the benefit of the
whole body. Inclusive language is important for expressing an expansive experience of the
Divine/human encounter. 13) Confessions, along with Scripture bear witness to God's activity
in the world. Science and Religion are both important tools for understanding and
discernment; to make life better for the whole created order. 14). Silence or neutrality are not
options when life and death are at stake. In the end God.

The emphasis on grace through faith.

That it is constantly reformed and being reformed through the leading of the Holy Spirit in
community with other Christians.

the priesthood of all believers living an 'examined' life reformed and always reforming

Sola Scriptura, Sola Fide, Sola Gracios

Election- with a heart open to the Holy Spirit and a mind to wrestle with the questions. Also,
balanced government.

Our connection to the world with the understanding that all are called to serve.

The Sovereignty of God, the prominence of Grace, the Revelation of Jesus Christ as the Word
through Scripture

the sovereignty of God

The ability to be your own decision making but knowing that God is behind all that you doing.

God is sovereign

The absolute sovereignty and goodness of God and at the same time the acknowledgement
that human beings are free to choose, not coerced or somehow pre-ordained to do what they
do.

Emphasis on grace via confession, God's initiative in all things and the believer's response to
it, recognition of the pervasiveness of sin but always moderated by grace, importance of study
and learning (plus the inspiration of the spirit) in the preaching of the word

combination of personal faithfulness and action for social justice

Emphasis on Scripture; ordination and parity of elders and ministers; connections like
church; sovereignty of God
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That reform is a continuing reality.

Grace through Jesus Christ, guidance and empowerment by the Holy Spirit, and God's
initiative in all of it

How we govern ourselves, priesthood of all believers, continually reforming

Grace

Our 'bottom up' structure, which is most reflective of the Priesthood of All Believers. That all
people have direct access to God through the Holy Spirit. That faith/ salvation is implemented
by God, not human persons.

The careful balancing of clear affirmations of what the church believes with what membership
in the church requires believers to affirm.

Its insistence that the triune God is the subject/actor in the creation and salvation story of the
world, and not merely the object of our worship and speculation.

The sovereignty of God

Our actions, at God's behest, toward others are motivated by thanksgiving, as opposed to fear.

Scripture being central and the inspired word of God. The Holy Spirit inspiring us to interpret
and utilize scripture in light of today's world.  Joyful worship, centered around the Word.
Always bring reformed through the guidance of the Spirit. Corporate confession. God's
loving grace extended to all through which we are justified. Once one accepts that saving
grace, one is sanctified for service and salvation.

The priesthood of all believers--giving everyone a voice, valuing the contribution of each part
to the whole.

The gravity of sin and its continuing consequences.

When we say 'reformed and always being reformed according to the word of God and the
power of the Spirit, and back it up with prayerful, thoughtful discernment, and in community
take stands, make statements, and otherwise attest to what we believe in the long arc of
history and tradition and in the present time.

God's sovereignty

Sovereignty of God Sin Grace

Sovereignty of God Priesthood of all believers Blessed Mystery of God Connectional theology
Inclusion and pursuit of new Confessions

God is the one who provides salvation and there is nothing I can do about it. This is a concept
that provides great relief to me.

Emphasis on sovereignty of God and limitations of humanity. Importance of scripture
interpreted in context and through experience. Commitment to liberal education and learning
for thinking Christians. Priesthood of all believers - no clergy - ordination to function.

Sola scriptura

the constant struggle to discern and be faithful to God's will through study of scripture and
remaining open to the movement of the Holy Spirit

Emphasis on God's work, glory and power, not ours.

ordination of women, corporate and individual elements of worship like prayer, confession,
and forgiveness, 2 sacraments - something happens there/grace is received - you can come to
the font or table dirty and sinful in order to be made clean. Reformed Always reforming is
huge to me, because my Catholic colleagues are the opposite. Canon law for them NEVER
changes. Ahhh! Scripture alone faith alone.... works are nice and help show our faithfulness,
but are not required. These are the things that stick out for me.

Grace

DOCTRINE OF GRACE

Emphasis on God's Providence
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Grace

God's sovereignty

the belief in the sovereignty of God

Grace of God through Christ that works in us by the power of the Spirit

It is where we put the exclamation points - Grace! God's love! Our call to be a part of God's
work! Scripture & Sacraments!

Grace by faith alone. Priesthood of all believers

Through Jesus, God elects his chosen to salvation by grace through faith. Salvation is in God's
provident control, yet some will deny/defy through sin.

The grace offered to us through Jesus Christ and our response to that unconditional grace; an
open communion table (ref: 118 & new Book of Worship)

Sovereignty of God (Jesus is Lord). Saved by grace alone through faith alone as revealed in
scripture alone.

Scripture, learning, discernment and grace

Reformed and always reforming - not happening. The church is becoming increasingly
irrelevant

Emphasis on sin and grace. His focus on Jesus X as Lord. Emphasis on Education. Emphasis
on ecumenical involvement they sovereign grace of God in Christ. Emphasis on
connectionalism

RIPIT is Protestant, Reformed, inspired by the Bible, and the good news for those who learn

"High" view of God's sovereignty

Salvation through faith by grace alone. Priesthood of all believers

that god takes initiative in our salvation. Authority of scriptures. Salvation through Christ,
faith as means of justification

Providence of God in all of life. Social engagement - church not isolated from society

The reformed tradition has many distinctive characteristics I personally feel the proclamation
of God's grace to a hurting world is important. I love question #2 of the Heidelberg Catechism
which reminds us of our guild, God's grace and that our response should be gratitude

God & creator is sovereign. Jesus Christ is God incarnate. The Holy Spirit is God's way of
speaking to us.

Taking sin seriously. Role of conscience in decisions. Role of education

Polity is distinctive, but also the belief in the sovereignty of God over all creation. God made
us in God's image, and gave us responsibility to care for God's good creation (something we
are not doing very well)

that grace is predominant

Our theology provides a flexible set of tools and terms allowing very different people to
communicate and build bridges regardless of ethnic, national or political persuasions.

Emphasis on the sovereignty of God.

We live in a covenant of grace with God, where by ours sins/brokenness are made whole
through the loving sacrifice of Jesus Christ

The seriousness of sin and the wonder of God's grace through Jesus

Confessional positions - most out dated!

Emphasis upon the grace of God - the Sovereignty of God

god is still reforming us & God's not finished with us yet. Or as our UCC friends would say
"God is still speaking”

That God alone is Lord of the conscience

I believe it is the idea that God is God, and we are not. Grace & Gratitude are the content of
Christian
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The centrality of God's sovereignty, and the way this belief is lived out in our traditions
theology and polity.

Understanding of God's grace

the Christian life as a response of thanksgiving for God's saving grace through Jesus Christ
and empowerment for faithfulness through the Holy Spirit

Sovereignty of God. It is God who saves us and not we ourselves. Church government by
groups of elders (teaching & ruling)

Our form of church polity is our openness in the sacraments. Our commitment to healing,
reconciliation & justice across divisive lines of race, gender, age, ethnicity

Reformed theology is not stagnant but changes as we continue our journey

Reformed and always reforming declares an open mind and open heart. It's important to seek
diligently to follow God exactly; however, we can look at the church's past and see multiple
misinterpretation. We must seek god's direction daily - we cannot foresee the futures
questions

Saved by grace. Love God, Love neighbor. See through Holy Spirit, scripture

Emphasis on grace through faith in Christ. Authority of Scripture. Polity - representing
government

The God who has revealed himself in the Hebrew and Christian scripture as triune and
sovereign, creature, sustainer of all things. Even though he is revealed in nature, he has
revealed himself perfectly in the person of Jesus Christ who has called the new covenant
church to make him known to the world.

Justified by grace alone. Priesthood of all believers. The church reformed & always to be
reforming according to the Word of God

We are always being reformed by the grace of God.

Our understanding of Grace

God's sovereignty. Our actions emerge from our reaction to God's grace

The Doctrines of the Sovereignty of God is central. God is in charge of the universe. God's
plans rather than human schemes will prevail.

Emphasis on sovereignty of God. Reformed & always reforming. Priesthood of all believers

Emphasis on grace, election, governance though elders, covenant

Sovereignty of God - Solideo gloria. Person & work of Jesus Christ. Power and influence of
Holy Spirit. The Scriptures of OT/NT. Power of Grace. Faith's influence. Confessions church

it was as close to Christianity as I can accept, however, if the liberal General Assembly
continues to change, our denomination is DOOMED! LOST FOREVER.

Every matter in life and death and beyond is a faith issue. Everything begins and ends in and
with God

God's election for salvation & service

We respond to God's initiating love. Our faith is not voided by our failures. Governing bodies
and structures are often wrong and mostly corrected by time. Governing bodies and gov'ts
exist to serve churches / individuals not the other way around as is now the case

God alone is Lord of the conscience. Our lives are responses of thanksgiving to God. Jesus is
God's word

All of our being is in spite of our humanity, to be directed to God's work and call in our lives.
The Christian life is a journey whereby hopefully, we grow in faith, devotion, and commitment
to God. God is at work within us to bring about his purpose and plan for us.

Priesthood of all believers incarnated in our polity. God alone level of the conscience. Belhar
Confession

We are open to the transformation of God's spirit. "Being reformed"

Focus on grace and building the Kingdom of God here and now.
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Priesthood of all believers - we all need to follow calling of Jesus and take steps towards
maturity of faith together.

Reformed and always reforming...being open to change and growth.

Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda! Reforming as we continually see the expense of God's
love

Knowing that we are always being transformed into God's image. Reformed, and always
reforming.

Balance of Scripture, tradition & reason. Ongoing reformation (reformed and always
reforming). Reliance on God’s GRACE

The sovereignty of God. The actuality of Scripture. The value of a consistent and coherent
systematic theology. Confessions of Faith

The recognition that God is always about to do a new thing through us, and that nothing in
this world, except for God, is immutable

the profound love of god in Christ, steadfast and unfailing. The movement of the Holy Spirit
through Scripture. The church inclusive is the body of Christ at work

We are saved by grace through faith, not by anything we can achieve or earn for ourselves

It's ability to be Reformed, yet always reforming to take the gospel to an evolving world

Grace by faith alone. Priesthood of all believers

God's sovereign grace in response to our helplessness in sin so that we respond in gratitude to
God's love rather than in fear of God's wrath

God - Faith, sin, Holy Spirit - created all things & in god we are created! Sin. Sin is our
rebellion against God who created us for a purpose - glorify God & enjoy him forever. Solution
- God sent O's only son to die for our sins, believe & faith is XT alone, gives us Salvation

Openness to change. Ecumenism. Belief in a loving God

A tradition of interpreting scripture and tradition through the lens of history, reason, science,
intuition and faith. Approaching God and faith with the humility of a creature who is before
the Creator.

Confession Bible - Scripture come first - Calling Election

The sovereignty of God as mediated through the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all
things...Election...covenant order according to God's word...Stewardship of God's reaction and
transformation from idolatry

I like the principle of the Reformed Church of France: croire, c'ast cussian (to believe means to
think). Our theology is open to debate and dis-together. Understanding how God's kingdom
here and now we can live in this new reality.

Sovereignty of God

God created - respects truth in tension

The sovereignty of God in all creation & life & history. Reverence for scripture. God is
revealed as Triune. God is shown as love & grace & law especially in Jesus Christ. Guidance
of tradition

Primary of Scripture, salvation by grace alone, sacraments as signs and seals of God's promise.
(true) church marked by work (preaching) and sacraments

Sovereignty of God as a primary emphasis

It is very weak and divides more than lends confidence

God chooses who is to be saved through Jesus Christ

Salvation of grace

Reformed church always reforming without changing God's word to fit human whims.

We have a historic emphasis on the sovereignty of God, and we express our theology with
ardor & order.

Direct access to God through Jesus, Bible in my own language

Grace
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Priesthood of any believers

I think that's changing - Our core aligns with other protestant theologies. But a willingness to
confront issues & change perspectives is somewhat stronger - so "Always reforming" is a key
point.

Reformed and always reforming according to God's word

That it is a living, moving consideration - vital rather than static

Priesthood of all believers

The acknowledgement that we - who have been created in God's Image - are fallen creatures.
We cannot heal our own brokenness. But, God in God's grace reconciled the relationship -
healed the brokenness in and through Jesus Christ. When we accept him as our Savior & Lord
we are adopted as God's children and have an eternal inheritance in and through Him.

God alone is Lord of the conscience. Sovereignty of God. Ecclesiology - polity

It's unique combination of emphasis on God's call, human sinfulness, salvation in Christ, and
God's graceful activity on our behalf

Predestination

Insistence on God's sovereignty over a fallen but redeemed world. God elected to save us in
Jesus.

Grace is a cornerstone of Reformed Theology. I think we struggle with the "head vs heart"
dynamic - we tend to favor the head over the heart, structure and process over risk and action.

Priesthood of all believers

God is sovereign over all. God saves a sinful humanity through covenant. Through the work of
Jesus I am invited into that covenant.

Reformed, always being Reformed

"always reforming" & accepting & inclusive

Reformed, always reforming. Openness to new ways of understanding God / God's work

Reformed / Presbyterian theology is distinctive in that it attempts to express in orderly form,
the major truth's about God, faith, son & holy spirit and God; (illegible) to his creation &
humanity. My "theologies" are by comparison sloppy.

The core distinctive of Reformed theology are solus Christus - Salvation of Christ Alone, the
doctrine of Scripture and the doctrine of Grace

God alone is sovereign. Christ is the son of God. Salvation through Christ alone. The
priesthood of all believers

the sovereignty of God, as known through the free, electing grace of Jesus Christ

1. That God's intentions for us are best discerned in community. 2. that Faith is a gift of the
Spirit. 3. That Grace is unmerited.

Jesus is the only bridge to the father & necessary for salvation

government

Sovereignty of God' s high view of Scripture

Based on God's revelation in the Bible rather than on Church doctrine

God's sovereignty and provision

Our republican form of church government that emphasis salvation by grace through faith

Sovereignty of God

God's sovereignty, which means God can, and should surprise us. Reformed and always
reforming, which means we must always be learning and changing. Great ends of the church,
which lead us into engaging persons and society

the double emphasis on sin & redemption. That indeed, we are fallen, but God in Christ, on
God's own doing, has lifted us

God's grace for all who come to Christ

Reformed in the past, being reformed in the present, will be reformed in the future. That is to
say "Reformed theology is ongoing journey".
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Our understanding of Grace

Emphasis on covenant

Always reforming
God's glory, goodness, grace

Five Solas: Through Christ alone; glory of God alone; through Scripture alone; by faith alone;
by grace alone.

We claim certain truths - grounded - grace - but always admit we may be wrong

Sovereignty of God, Christ alone is Lord of the conscience. Grace through faith. Covenant.
Grace covenant confirmed by faith. Sacraments, 1 baptism, Lord's supper. Engage society &
practice faith within that society. Acknowledging we are 1 expression of the Church for the
only one.

Emphasis on the sovereignty of God, total depravity of humankind - the inability to earn or
merit our salvation, emphasis on stewardship in all areas, covenant promises / community

God's initiatives in reaching out to humanity

Saved by grace - responding to God's grace with love.

Our focus on the sovereignty of a gracious god, and our willingness to involve our whole sleves
(head, heart, experience, worldly knowledge) in our pursuit of J.C.

That god is sovereign. That Jesus Christ is the only Savior. That the Bible is God's word. That
Salvation is by grace through faith alone.

The covenant of God's grace, trumps the adherence to the Law (through faith--(in Christ)

Jesus invites one to surrender their Free will for His will. Then, He equips the surrendered to
live His will.

Confessional statements and confessions

We keep explore scripture to see how we address issues of today.

Doctrine of election, sovereignty of God, and our response to God's grace in our stewardship

We take seriously that God is Sovereign both in soteriological "election" as well as in the day-
by-day happenstance of human life.

The sovereignty of God

The concept of grace and the sovereignty of God, Sola Fides, Sola Scripture, Sola Ecclesin

Grace "you are accepted”

All truth is God's truth, our ecumenical & interfaith - interreligious commitments to all -
global vision

goodness of God's creation; human sinfulness; human stewardship of God's creation;
importance of lifelong learning about scripture, creation, self; God's intimate concern about
human life - how we live, how we treat others; leading of the H.S. in all aspects of life; in
exhaustible riches of scripture

That it is always being reformed

We are saved by grace & faith in J.C. - a gift of God

Sin taken seriously as the human problem, i.e. turning away from God. But most important is
God's grace (in JC) as the solution.

*emphasis on grace & diving sovereignty. *pervasiveness of sin *confessionalism
*connectional *anti-idolatry *3rd use of the law *word & spirit "biunity" *Calvin's teaching on
communion as preanatological event of Christology

god's revelation to us through Scripture through creation, other people - representative
government

it affirms the providence of God; god acts in grace, love and mercy and we respond

An emphasis on grace. God's sovereignty, freedom of conscience and ecumenical commitment

It is always reforming - allows & encourages growth, maturity, & change. Take scripture
seriously & the leading of God's Spirit

God, not I, is in control.

C-34



God's grace precedes any and all of our actions, whether we act in accordance with God's will
or not.

Importance of both "lay" and clergy - equality of leadership - no one person like the Pope, who
inherits power to make theological decisions

Reformed & always reforming, union with Christ, called - Salvation, services

the sovereignty of God and Jesus Christ is Lord and head of the church

We are always in progress of becoming what God wants us to be. Grace theology emphasized!

Sovereignty of God

Sovereignty of God; the belief that nothing is beyond Q's control or person. God's providence
is central as well.

Nothing distinctive since strict Calvinism is no longer followed - my faith is influenced by all
branches of Protestantism ( & Catholicism)

Reformed theology is distinctive in its emphasis on scripture as the word of God and its
emphasis on Grace in that salvation is the free gift of God for those who trust Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior

Grace - God moves towards us in love even before we are aware. The Holy Spirit gives us faith,
helps us respond to God's love in Jesus Christ. We don't earn it, we receive it & respond to it

Our understanding of the priesthood of believers that leads to our use of Ruling Elders to lead
the church community.

Authority of Scripture and sovereignty of God

Total depravity, Doctrine of Grace, Unconditional election. Our understanding of the
sovereignty of God, the Trinity, the human / divine nature of Christ, Justification by grace
through faith

Providence of God. Power of corporate sin. Grace's response is gratitude. Confessions from
across time & space. All vocations are / should be a calling

The distinctiveness is centered around the process of theological reflections, in relation to
Scripture (the revealed Word) and, what it means to God's people as covenant witnesses

The Bible is the authoritative Word of God and we believe that our faith is always reforming
according to & as we hold it up to scripture.

Priesthood of all believers, scripture alone, reformed and always being reformed

The head/heart pull - the leading of mind and spirit

The claim that God through the Spirit continues to change hearts and understandings of
scripture.

Scripture always fresh - not dynamic because always reforming

Barth's conception of Jesus' election. Sovereignty & grace as first principles

Salvation by faith alone through Scripture

emphasis on divine sovereignty, grace of God, providence, authority of scripture

In Reformed Theology we teach a system of confession and forgiveness to liberate the sin sick
soul. However, it is only one aspect of our faith. There is grace that is beyond our action.

We know that we are a work in progress shaped by the presence of a loving God

Sovereignty

God as sovereign in all creation - and God's grace & mercy as shown in Jesus Christ

1. Open to change/Reform as led by the Holy Spirit. 2. Confession as part of Worship

Incarnation means God accommodates to creation (embodied in stuff of this world) yet
redemption always relativizes every culture it inhabits.

It is God's sovereign will/love that guides us and continues to re-form us. We are, in and of
ourselves, unable to choose the good; it is God's grace that empowers us to do so. God's
actions, through Christ's faithfulness, that has saved us. The Holy Spirit binds us to Christ and
guides us in sanctification

Reformed / Always Reforming - forward thinking: seeking god's will: work for today
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Confidence in God. Recognition of the brokenness of sin. Embrace of all of life (secular &
sacred) as God's domain.

Unconditional love

Solas (5)

The motto sola scriptura

the church as a transformer of society

Sovereignty of God, centrality of SOLAS, TULIP calvinisms

Our lives are lived in gratitude for what God has done for us in Jesus Christ. Our purpose is to
glorify god & enjoy god forever (not worry about whether we or anyone else is "going to
heaven".

Emphasis on God's sovereign love of providence & grace, most fully revealed in Jesus Christ
restoring human relationships with god and with one another, saving us from our ever present
sin.

1) Sovereignty of god. 2) Authority of Scripture. 3) Open communion. 4) Saved by Grace of
God through Jesus Christ. 5) One baptism. 6) Priesthood of all believers

Grace - if only people really got it - practiced it to others

Changing and always changing

Dynamic, continuous, on-going interaction among my life, God's will, and current events as
guided by scripture, Holy Spirit, and current events

We are saved by grace through faith in Christ's atoning work on the cross

Sovereignty of God

God acts, we respond - and God acts with Love and grace

Reformed, always reforming in the larger context of contemporary world view.

Sin is the depraved condition of us as sinners that need to be saved. God unconditional love is
paramount to our spiritual dealing. Jesus atonement justifies us in salvation for clarification
in eternity. God's grace is the irresistible natural God's acts to redeem and reconcile us. and
Paul is persevering in truth and faith no matter what happens for will of God.

The priesthood of all believers (and the resultant polity)

Karl Barth tried to answer this very question. He wrote church dogmatics. His thoughts and
opinions could not fit in this space!

Sola scripture, election, obedience, grace, faith

Emphasis on God's sovereignty

God's GRACE! We are saved by grace!!

Sovereignty of God; faith, grace alone, Christians, scriptures alone

Our reliance on God moving in our lives

*Emphasis on the sovereignty of God. *Frank acceptance of the realty of human sinfulness
*Radical emphasis on the Grace of God in Jesus Christ *Strong serve of the calling of
humanity to live lives of faithfulness in this secular world *Embrace of science the intellect

god is sovereign, Trinity Godhead (Son Holy Spirit), following example, importance of
Scripture, preaching, always reforming, the importance of the sacraments of the Lord's
Supper & Baptism

Sovereignty of God (not me/us)

the full "semper" motto to include the part about always turning to Christ!

It's focus on God - its understanding of scripture and Christ is alone, Lord of the conscience

The covenantal life that we live out together before God. We don't operate as individual
churches but as a part of something much larger. We are always listening to God's voice in
each new moment & in each ne experience.

C-36



Sovereignty of God, priesthood of all believers, elect, covenant life, recognizing humanity's
tendency to idolatry & tyranny calling God's people to work for transformation &
reconciliation

The abundance of grace, the respect for "other" and the provision of a framework that
provides order and spirit.

Center being Triune God, Scripture, continued revelation, GRACE Reformed & always
reforming. Confessions are guiding examples of faith in action as a particular time. Since God
continues to be revealed - we cannot put God in a box - we must be open to God's Spirit in
Community of Believers & thoughtful study & reflection.

Saved by God's grace, not our works or faith

God through Jesus Christ has revealed Himself. We are destined by God to receive God's
leading because I (we) are only stewards of the life and he destined us for.

that grace saves us from ourselves and reconnects us to God

A focus on Scripture as the witness to Christ

Very little - we are reformed and reforming always reforming

That humanity is saved by god's Grace first through JC in faith. But that God's love extends to
all through JC & his church

Being a connectional church and election of our leadership

* Grace alone, faith alone, scripture alone. * Importance of scripture & rich engagement
through study, prayer & preaching. * Representative, connectional system of governance

Grace, faith as a gift; centrality of the Word

Change acknowledge and understanding grow

Leadership structure - democratic / connectional reformed and always reforming - openness
also the tradition

Reformed theology affirms God's sovereignty and humanity's sinfulness, and at the same time
demonstrates God's mercy and grace

God's radical grace sufficient for our great need - always & forever.

Reformed and always to be reforming

Emphasis on Sovereignty of God

God alone is fond of the conscience. We are created by God to be theologically thinking people

Each individual has access to God without need for the benefit of a mediator such as a
priest/pope

Justification of salvation by grace and faith

reformed & always reforming

Distinctives: of Reformed Theology. 1) Liberty from all form of tyranny and oppression. 2)
Grace and graciousness. 3) Authority of "the Word of God" (dogma or Liberating word) 4)
Transforming faith. 5) Priesthood of all believers

Sovereignty of God and Salvation of Grace in Jesus Christ

The belief in the sovereignty of God

Church reforming according to the Word of God

Abundance of grace & need of forgiveness

Sovereignty of God, God chooses us not vice-versa, priesthood of all believers (people) in all
vocations, irresistible grace (ultimately)

More tolerant. Kinder, Forgiving emphasis. Consider God's grace

God's sovereignty not ours

Sovereignty of God; saved by grace through faith; "ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda";
election of officers by the congregation; the right to dissent; attention to the content and life of
the mind...
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Appendix D: Members’ Verbatim Responses
Theological Reflection Presbyterian Panel: Volume 3, 2016
Open-Ended Question on the Importance of
Various Reformed/Presbyterian Principles

Q-16: Please elaborate on your response to the question about the importance to you of various
Reformed/Presbyterian principles.

“Promotion of social righteousness" is the only principle that differs from the denomination to
which I was a member previously

?

A calling has more depth than a job or contract. Grace is what we should be all about all the
time. Without stewardship there would be no church.

A person can become a committee member or elder and session member to aid in the decisions
for the church

A, B, C, D & F unclear as to definition of

Actions speak louder than words. I believe in deeds and grace rather than proclamations of
holiness.

Aided by the Holy Spirit and the people of God (church) nurtures my faith in Jesus and helps
me to transform belief into action. Work with God as copartner to bring His kingdom to our
earth.

all church members have certain responsibility

All of these are very important to me, but I am probably a bit more sensitive to some rather than
others, due to my role as chair of a presbytery nominating committee. Particularly regarding the
Book of Order, joint governance by ruling and teach elders, etc.

all of these things are important, but above all acting in ways which affirm our call to love God
and love neighbor.

All of us have sinned, but God's love and grace are available to all. All people have God-given
gifts and are called to use them in God's service. But no gift is more important than any other.

All should be about what God through Christ has done and is doing.

All these principles are important to the Christian walk.

All these principles are important, some more important or impactful, than others. Of all those
listed, I find the Sovereignty of God to be paramount. I also believe Church leadership is called,
not sought, and thus leading a Covenant life provides a flesh and blood example to not just the
youngest among us but to everyone around us.

Allows for varying opinions on scripture

Allows me to be a child of God all my life...so I can fall and get up.... know I'm not perfect but
with God's help will keep trying . . . . faith is a lifelong learning experience and PCUSA is a
means...

As a church community, we need to be open to others but also have a clear focus on how to do it.

As a LIFELONG Presbyterian....I must have missed the definition of Election...but if it means
that God elects us or we elect God, then I don't feel that is the way it works. I believe that God is
in all, through all, and above all. I believe that in life and in death we belong to God.

As a Presbyterian and a deacon, all of the principles are important to know about the
Presbyterian faith.




Because of God's grace we are called to be stewards of His gifts to us.

Belief in grace trumps all.

Biblical teaching & study is the most important to me.

Both are important but in no particular order

Calling - We are called as Christians to be the disciples of Christ. Grace - We are saved through
our faith in Jesus Christ even though we are sinners

Calling to faith and service is important. We must work to find what is the Christian approach to
our daily life and thinking. The Bible gives some guidance but we must work at faith and service.
I do not think God tells us what to do or think. When we understand the size of the universe(s)
and that fact that we are but a speck in the universes I do not think we are central in God's
creation.

can'tdo it

Connectionalism has virtually disappeared from the PCUSA. I have attended every GA since
1987 yet last 2 years, especially in Portland, found few people to connect with - maybe 30 or so -
and only about 10% of delegates shared my Reformed/Presb principles. I marked social
righteousness so low both because PCUSA seems to care about their definition of it to the
exclusion of everything else and because PCUSA leadership and I have very different
definitions. What is the social righteousness in condoning the killing of children before birth?
We idolize 'choice' and human autonomy. Scripture is ignored.

Connectionalism, grace, ministers and elders lead church together and sovereignty of God most
important to me

Didn’t know what connectionalism was.

Don't know what is meant by b & c. I leave d to God, & God is loving/grace. So don't worry
about it. G & h are needed to check f. Stewardship of God's world is very important to me.

don't know what social righteousness is

Each item is important to me. Ranking them is difficult. While I do not reflect on election very
much, I do believe it is a concern when many folks accept the principle without study, reflection,
or prayer.

Each of us decides and behaves according to their beliefs and principles and respect for leaders.

Elders are ministers too!

Election: This principle seems to me to be the product of human logic. It defies the greater
principle of God's all-encompassing love and grace.

Even though God never changes our culture does. We embrace change and look to God's word
for guidance.

Following Grace in all we do.

For me the idea of calling, stewardship and the priesthood of all believers serve as the most
important Reformed theological principals. They show our commitment to building a better
world and following Jesus' call to us. They show how we are part of a church that emphasizes
equality between lay and clergy in a way that is important and real.

God is above all. These principles are those of the Reformed tradition. One of my favorite quotes
is: God is like the top of a mountain. There are many roads up the mountain.' I truly believe
this. How we get up the mountain is individual preference.

God is the All powerful. Knowing and loving Him is what All nations will do.

God is the creator of the universe. We are called into a covenant-contractual relationship. God
acted and we must also choose Christ. Grace is Amazing. God is sovereign, yet we have choices.
We live in a world of sinners. We are sinners, and our job is to share the good news of Jesus.

God's grace and mercy make my life livable. God's call and claim give me purpose and hope.
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God's grace freely given.

Good to have guiding principles.

Grace - without it none of us would have a chance to reach the gates of heaven

Grace and social righteousness are paramount principles

Grace extended to us by God. Use them extend grace to our fellow humans. Jesus "God with us"
our Emanuel and example

Grace is a gift from God. Stewardship is a way to give back to God of our time, talents and
money.

Grace is crucial, because we have all 'sinned and fallen short.'

Grace is important because we cannot be worthy or earn Gods love. We need to consider all
people as Gods children and therefore should be the focus of our concern and love

Grace is of utmost importance in the reformed faith; we can't be without it. I grew up in a
denomination that thought social righteousness was not important, so now as a Presbyterian, I
believe in it.

Grace is very important, but I am finding many ministers are very lacking in this.

Grace!

Grace... it's all about the love, baby!

having grown up in a non-denominational church dependent on ministerial charisma as
leadership principal, I appreciate the systematic style & liturgy in my church

I adhere to the principles but fail to carry through

I am not a theologian. For me grace is all around if I slow down enough to see it and breath it
in.

I am not sure what the various principles are

I am simply a follower of Christ and Presbyterian allows me freedom of how to follow.

I am thankful to be held in a covenant relationship by God through Jesus' work on the cross. I
take seriously my stewardship of time, talents, gifts and my body for the Kingdom.

I answered on my current beliefs, not necessarily those of Reformed/Presbyterian principles.

I answered the questions with what I thought was important

I base my decisions on the teaching of the bible not on some goofy term generated by someone
who is getting paid too much for doing nothing.

I believe all aspects listed are important in leading a committed Christian life, but God's grace is
imperative to understanding that as imperfect as I am in my walk, by God's grace I am still
loved and accepted.

I believe all believers have direct access to God, no need for human mediator; ministers and
elders have been set apart to lead the church seeking God's will for a particular congregation -
not without sin themselves, but should earnestly seek God's will for the mission of the local
church

I believe all of these are theological principles of Reformed/Presbyterian faith. And I definitely
choose to be a member of a PCUSA in large part because of the theology.

I believe faith leads us to act on behalf of Jesus Christ and in his name, in this life. I'm much
more interested in this life then what happens after I die.

I believe God's grace is critical to me. I cannot earn God's blessing it is given freely to me
although I am unworthy to receive it.

I believe I said all I have to say.

I believe in being called to lead. I believe strongly in acting as the hands and feet of Christ in the
world
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I believe in God the Father Almighty and His Son, Jesus Christ born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilot, was crucified, dead and buried, the third day He arose from the dead.

I believe people are called, if they will listen. They should follow their calling. The church should
be led by a combination of teaching and ruling elders to avoid one person having too much
influence in the running of the church. We all are, or should be, committed to telling the world
about Jesus. As Christians, we should follow the teachings of Jesus, including helping those in
need (social righteousness).

I believe that each of us are called by God to serve each other using our own special gifts.
However, we are all so different and have different ideas on who God is and how he works. I
believe that we all receive God's grace - it is a gift given to us unconditionally by God who loves
each of us.

I believe that God gives grace to everyone

I believe that God's grace, through Jesus Christ, is the core of my belief. The rest of the
principles stem from that.

I believe that those principles that emphasize group accountability are more important, and
(paradoxically) that the idea of connectionalism is today less important in its traditional sense.

I have come to this conclusion out of frustration with PC(USA) and the heterodoxy found in so
many of its churches. When self-avowed atheists are teaching elders in good standing, I see no
connectionalism. When the GA's organizers see no problem with having a Muslim pray to Allah
at the start of a Christian meeting, I see no accountability. And, when I see our presbyteries
grasping and litigating for the properties of departing churches who wish to join another branch
of Presbyterianism, I see a mockery of the idea of connectionalism and a shame of avarice as
bad as the outrages happening in the splintering Episcopal Church. I am ashamed for our
denomination.

I believe that through God's grace, we will be accepted into Heaven. By following Jesus'
teachings and fully accepting Jesus as God's son and our teacher, we will be eligible for that
acceptance.

I believe that ultimately god evaluates everyone based on them as a person or individual and
their actions, not what religion they are - so if a reformed pres is a good, god loving person and
the principles are sound then they will be judged accordingly

I believe the average person can be as good and holy as the pope. Don't have to go through a
priest to get to God. The natural result of God wanting us to love others is social justice.

I believe the body of Christ is a beautiful, diverse body, and I have been blessed and fed by many
traditions. But I personally have experienced the freedom and joy of God within the
Presbyterian tradition and feel that all of these principles reflect that sovereignty and grace, as
well as the reality of our need for that grace. By emphasizing the sovereignty of God and grace,
the reformed tradition leads to a very democratic approach both in recognizing our own
sinfulness as well as the gifts of leadership residing in all types of people. And that we share in
the work of Christ together, equally. We are to live our discipleship in the world, but not be of it.
But we should not think that our efforts are what brings the kingdom of God. We pursue social
justice because that is what Christ does. But it is his work.

I believe these Reformed themes intertwine. For example, stewardship is part of covenant life,
promoting social justice, etc.

I believe those of the LGBT community were created by god just as I am --promotion of social
righteousness and priesthood of all believers

I believed in the reformed/Presbyterian principles.

I consider myself much more to be a Christian than a Presbyterian
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I did not join a church until I was 20-21. I have always been grateful that Presbyterian had been
the church I chose. The democracy within our church's organization, the emphasis on Jesus's
teaching, emphasis on helping all people (good or bad) is important to me.

I do not know what is meant by the principles of 'Human tendency to idolatry and tyranny' and
'Promotion of social righteousness.'

I don't know - I am not informed or educated about subject thoroughly

I don't know that much about those principles in their Reformed/Presbyterian context. Am not
educated on our formal doctrine.

I don't know what social righteousness is

I don't understand any of the principles well.

I don't understand the question

I don't worry about reformed correctness. The Catholics have some good ideas.

I embrace Reformers principles but I embrace more building bridges, tearing down barriers
between denominationalism & divisions between different faith traditions

I enjoy being responsible for my individual choices but being connected with the organized
Church.

I feel it is important to understand the Reformed Presbyterians

I feel stewardship of time, talents, and treasure is very important in my life as a Christian. I
have been blessed beyond my deserving, and my faith leads me to share that blessing with those
around me.

I feel strongly that each one of us can 'access' God and we do not require that relationship to be
mediated by professional theologians (as in the Catholic church, for example). Professional
theologians are obviously critically important, though, in that they help us identify, understand
and deepen our relationship with God and our spirituality.

I follow the bible

I grew up as a member of E of England (Elementary School & Church). I love the Presbyterian
Church and the opportunities it has given me to explore these principles and learn (Some
Sundays I miss the Liturgy of C of E!!)

I grew up with these principles

I have a hard time believing election, but a lot of principles follow from that, which makes them
less relevant to me

I have insufficient knowledge to answer this question

I have learned my lessons about Reformed principles from my family and my church.

I have never heard the term connectionalism

I have nothing more to say on this at this time.

I listed the ones that I felt most important under the "very important" column; the ones I was
unfamiliar with under the "no opinion" category

I love clergy and lay persons working together to lead the church; clergy teaching us the
principles and allowing us to perceive our calling, and to practice what we have learned.

I love that our church is led by itself and its members and the decisions of our daily operation
and even the selection of our Pastor is all done by members and not by an outside party (ie
Presbytery, PCUSA etc.)

I love the Presbyterian Polity I feel that is gives everyone a chance to be a part of the church and
to serve God. Freedom of conscious and the encouragement to learn from pastors and leaders
that have had training.

D-5




I question if these principles have influence over my actions and beliefs and opinions of church
administration and ministry.

I sense that valuing the connectional aspect of the Presbyterian church has slipped in recent
decades. Our self-referenced culture and American individualism is winning out. I'm sad to
observe that collective efforts (especially in mission and funding) by presbytery and GA are
disappearing in favor of projects and endeavors reflecting individual enthusiasms. Sustained,
collective action is taking a back seat. I became a Presbyterian as an adult and appreciated the
strong denominational connections - I see that they keep us on track as a group.

I think supporting other believers is very important and extending grace as God has extended us
grace. We are all called to be the ministers of Christ.

I think the most important principles to me is that everyone has a role in the church and that
the leadership should be cooperative.

I think we are called by God to minister to each other, in ways that are unique to each of us,
according to our strengths and weaknesses. None of us are perfect but God is working in us to
be better people.

I value communities of faith being guided by Scripture, the Holy Spirit and one another as we
stand against the oppression that hinders human flourishing and invite people into the
abundant life God offers in Jesus Christ.

I value the Presbyterian values of church leadership, grace and stewardship

I was raised Baptist, became a Methodist church musician after seminary, and became a
Presbyterian to consolidate a faith basis for a blended family after my 2nd marriage to a
Catholic woman, 36 yrs ago. Would I say that Reformed/Presbyterian principles are better than
other traditions? No! I would say that finding the life, teachings of Jesus, and being part of the
community of faith that his disciples created and has lasted and grown over the past 2000 years
is a very good reason to be a Christian. But I believe people of all faith traditions are seeking the
'truth' about what it means to be human within this cosmic reality and that we should honor
each other's quest for 'truth' and work together to make Jesus admonition in Matthew 25
become a reality in today's globally shrinking world.

I was raised in the Missouri Synod Lutheran Church where we learned to fear God.
Presbyterianism taught me about God's love and God's grace.

I worry about religion and extremism. I find more faith in individual spirituality. I find more
connection to God when I help with social justice issues and helping my community and
country. There should be no room for hate or intolerance but sometimes that’s what I see with
some religious folks.

I would not be a member of a Presbyterian church if I did not deem these principles to be of the
utmost importance!

I'd rather not elaborate

If justice & righteousness go hand in hand - yes

If not called, why bother? Connectionalism, if we can bring ourselves to look outside our doors
to other churches and resources, we would be stronger and more effective.

I'm associating Calling with Discernment and think both of these are very important. Grace is
possibly the single most important principle. We are all Christians and we all have different
talents, education and experience to use in leading the church together. God's sovereignty is of
vital importance and may be the only principle that is more important than Grace. We were
created to be stewards of God's creation making Stewardship very important. Connectionalism
is important but I don't think as important as some of the other topics. I'm not sure what is
meant by Covenant Life - Christian Living maybe? Election is a principle I struggle with
(especially in answering Question #12 above) but it is an important principle. I interpreted
Human tendency toward idolatry and tyranny as sin and I believe the concept of sin and that we
are all sinners is an important principle to understand.
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I'm currently serving on a Pastor Nominating Committee, so I'm in tune with a lot of the polity
of the church. But, man is flawed to our core. It is through communion with God and our
brothers and sisters in the faith that we are brought into grace. We demonstrate our faith
through our works of social justice. The ruling and teaching elders work as a team to reflect the
goals of their church and the church catholic. There has to be the attentiveness to God's will in
all. The polity of the church as a representative democracy is a foundation upon which our
country was built. King George referred to the American Revolution as a Presbyterian
revolution.

I'm not knowledgeable about the exact meanings of the principals of Connectionism, Covenant
life or Election.

I'm not sure I understand the question dealing with idolatry/tyranny... we should guard against
it and teach/preach to avoid it.

I'm not sure I understand what Connectionalism means in this context. The idea of election is
difficult, but also hard to avoid; since it is beyond our control or understanding, however, I'm
not sure how central it should be (this is more a topic for a book than questionnaire response, I
know). I am not active in stewardship, but nonetheless recognize its importance.

I'm not sure I'm knowledgeable in all that's Reformed. Always learning. But I hold all are
children of God, and it is not my place to pass any judgment on anyone. But it's important to
understand right and wrong.

I'm not sure what is meant by Connectionalism and Covenant Life.

Inclusive and forgiving

It is apparent that I do not know much about connectionalism or election. So sorry for that. I
am a lapsed Catholic and never received instruction on these. Any way to bring myself up to
date with that?

It is by grace we are saved! We are reconciled to God by the death of Jesus and we are redeemed
by His life.

It is important for us to make the world a better place and spread love for everyone by helping
and providing service.

It is important to me that one church hierarchy hands down dogmas saying this is what I have
to believe. It is the freedom of conscience, always guided by Scripture and the Holy Spirit that is
very important.

It is important to mot only study and reflect on the principles but also to live and embrace them

It makes us what we are.

Its importance

It's important to me that ALL are welcome; we are inclusive.

It's what I teach; it's what I live -- and have for 40 years. My life and ministry are an open book.

It's who we are, it's why the Reformed witness to the world is important, regardless of what
happens to the denomination

LEADERSHIP IN OUR CHURCH IS VERY IMPORTANT TO OUR RELIGION

Makes my belief and Christian life personal and accessible

Many of these, I don't know what they are.

Micah 6:8

Miniatures and Elders leading together is very important, so all in a congregation can feel
connected. I also think calling is an important idea, leading myself in particular to positions I
would not have felt qualified for otherwise. I believe there is one god, but others have a
different way of perceiving and worshipping
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Most are deeply ingrained in my psyche. Ihave been Presbyterian all my life and at least 4
generations of my family were Presbyterian. I find election less important than the other
principles only because it is a difficult concept. It is one I need to study more.

My husband and I are both Elders. We take these seriously.

My opinion so far.

My personal relationship to God in direct communication leads me to know, believe, and
understand that God's will for me in this world I'd revealed through Reformed theology.

N/A

Na

NA

No answer

No comment

no comment

No comment

No need for go-bet-weens, either with their intervention or interpretations.

no specific comment

Not all Reformed/Presbyterian denominations hold the same view of connectionalism.
Ministers and elders (all presbyters) lead realizing/honoring that God's will is expressed
to/within all believers. All things belong to God, even us - 'In life and in death we are God's.'

Not sure what 'connectionalism’ is, the term never came up in a sermon or Sunday school class.

Not very familiar with the first 4 - so I guessed at their meaning.

Of the principles listed above, items g and k resonate most strongly with me because lay
leadership is missing/low priority in other denominations, esp.l Catholic and stewardship of
money, time, and talent makes for a vibrant church.

Our constitutionalism is extremely important. We can do more together and we need to
support each other

Our role is to share God's love, grace, and expectations with one another and others, not to
judge or exclude others. We also have a responsibility to teach our own to share those as well,
including those young members who experience a call to the ministry and those who are in our
seminaries heading into the ministry.

Principles must be led by the personal life of God. God's actions on our behalf cannot be
reduced to principles, but can be descriptive of the relation of God to us. Having established the
active life of God, we as humans share in a responsive and participate manner by Grace.

realistic view of humanity, but priesthood not limited to church leaders, responsibility to help
bring God's justice to our world

Reformed / Presbyterian principles are the reference point of my faith and life. I believe that it
is not the only truth, my part of The Truth I come to know God and experience more deeply the
life of the spirit in community with others different faiths and cultures, as well as experience the
awesome power of the Holy in the beauty of the universe

Reformed principles are the basis of my faith. Grace and the Sovereignty of God are primary.
That John 14:6 is true gives me assurance.

Ruling elders and teaching elders lead the church together.

Salvation through grace from the sovereign God who calls us to covenant living is the key to my
life and faith. Avoiding the human tendency to idolatry including the "virtue signaling" of Social
Justice Warriors is to be avoided.

Scripture is understood through the guidance of the Holy Spirit by the individual believer. Faith
is strengthened through fellowship and equal participation in interpreting Scripture.
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See Q14

See Q14 answer

Social issues are important BUT they can become PC and divisive. PC/USA often is PC and it
can draw you to a very narrow message that divides people; the message should be inclusive to
generate dialog and not shut it down.

Social righteousness is a sensitive subject. Presbyterians are all inclusive which is a positive
thing but people should still be held accountable socially. We love in a world with all kinds of
people and children looking up to adults. Being responsible and aware of others is important as
a Christian.

Social righteousness is baloney. Our Christian practices are all we need

some who are called are not able to answer due to life. We all need to understand grace and
what it means over all. Christians killing each other and going to war when food, water, and
shelter are more to gods calling...

Sovereignty of God is supreme and shapes our relationship with God and grace as the
overarching certainty that we are forgiven in Jesus Christ.

Stewardship is important to demonstrate one's faith, not in a bragging way, but to be an
example of what Christians are called to do to help others.

Support sound basis in history, Confessions, Book of Order and tradition. BUT, guided by
reformed, always reforming.

Thanks to recent changes in the PCUSA I'm becoming more and more Eastern Orthodox.

That we are called into ministry with Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, who along with God the
Father and the Holy Spirit leads us to live Christ-centered lives. Presbyterian connectionalism
with pastors and elders working together within their church and with other churches helps
leaders grow in their leadership roles.

That we depend on the grace of God for our salvation, the Holy Trinity is at work in our lives,
and the following of the Scriptures as a guidebook

That would take me at least 10 pages, with footnotes. I find myself wondering at the agenda
here... Is this part of an effort to redefine how we frame ourselves as PCUSA? An effort to
repackage and market our tradition differently? Get at the pulse of congregants? As a
seminarian I frequently wonder about our inordinately cuambersome ordination process.
Building the Kingdom, from my angle, needs leaders. Barriers to leadership are one of my
PCUSA concerns (just look at how Methodists and DOC folks license local pastors and let them
hit the ground running). Why don't we do this? Sorry for the digression... But, with regard to
PCUSA, that's where my head is right now.

That's a BIG question. We need more education in the nuances of these theological principles.
We also need to be coming up with creative ideas for how to tell the world about what we
believe. We need to spend less time fighting, more time confessing, and even more time moving
forward and living into the creative reality that God is bringing about in this world. We are not
abandoned. We must care for our earth. We must worship beautifully, and we must give
Christians a good name. How do we do that? Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, house the
homeless, visit those in prison, care for destitute, empower and advocate for minorities. And
shut up about who's in and who's out. That's God's job. This will be our witness to the world.

The acceptance of all people no matter who they are or where they are in life's journey.

The activity of God on our behalf, for us, in us, through us is of ultimate importance. Our
humanity and our connection to other human beings is also important but secondary

the church as social betterment agent is a good model

The church is a body of individuals coming together for various purposes. It is vital that the
community choose its leaders, and that it have a set of core principles to keep it focused.

The church is never stagnant nor static.
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The church should play an important role, so individuals live a connected faith driven life

The connectedness of our theology is important to me. I come from a congregational (prior to
UCC) background and I like the fact that Presbyterians do things together. We spend time
making decisions in a 'slow and steady' manner.

The conscience of believers is not to be bound by any ecclesiastical body without explicit
Scriptural authority. For this, reformers have shed their blood.

The fact that we are ALL teachers of the word and don't need to have a priest to intervene for us
is important. Who's knows who gets into Heaven, so I don't dwell on 'election.' All I can do is to
live the best way I can and follow the Golden Rule. As far as the importance of being a
'connectional’ church, it is important that together we can share the love of Christ and do more
in the community. Each church can only do so much. We also have the ability to learn from each
other. We already have too many versions of being Presbyterian anyway.

The freedom of knowing I am a child of God by His Grace allows me to serve @ this with a new
spirit and practice my faith within a Priesthood of all believers knowing we are all children of
God

the homosexual issue can be very decisive to the church ...

The importance of our theology and how that can be interpreted in social activism

The ones marked no opinion are the parts of religion that get in the way of relationship with
God. That should be our primary focus. That and sharing it with others.

The people having a voice in the way the church is run is crucial to my involvement. Giving to
the larger group for larger purposes is important to me. Social righteousness or social justice is
essential.

The power of sin and grace is essential to me to live in this world, also God's sovereignty, God
being in charge, not me, also stewardship of all God's gifts and resources

The principles make sense! Study, time and intellect have put together a meaningful way to
understand and explain our beliefs.

The principles provide a foundation, or anchor point, on which to stand as I explore and
discover God and my relationships with others. For me, the specific principles of that
foundation may shift and change over time, as I learn and grow, but God's love and grace are
always there to keep me rooted.

The real important issue is the relationship with Jesus Christ, all else is secondary

The Reformed / Presbyterian principles are important as currently stated

the Sovereignty of God and Bible based beliefs are most important

The Sovereignty of God is key for me, through his Sovereignty, he has the power to Love me and
has promised to care for me if I look to him as Lord. Through Christ, he has offered me Grace
for my human sins and failings. In so doing he calls me to follow Christ by being a good steward
of my gifts for the benefit of those less fortunate (the alien, widow and orphan so to speak). I
also believe that the use of my skills in the way I work and lead is a calling to demonstrate my
faith in all that I do.

The sovereignty of God is the foundation of our faith. The priesthood of all believers is the
foundation of our relation to each other, equal in the sight of God. The confessions lay out what
we as a church believe.
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The Sovereignty of God, the Grace that has been offered to all, and the calling of those who
minister in His name is extremely important. Not only are teaching ministers called, but also
those who are ruling ministers are called to lead the church together. Neither one should have
more power or authority over the other. Also, people are called to serve in a variety of ways
through the church. This can be volunteering for committee work, supporting of various
ministries by work or financially (stewardship), or through prayer. Through these ministries,
various social issues may be addressed. The human tendency to idolatry and tyranny have no
place in a church other than to be aware that it exists and that it is a tool of Satan, threatening
the success of a Christ-centered church.

These are all Presbyterian distinctive, and hence, all are very important to me.

These are fundamental to Presbyterian church and if I could not support them, I would seek
another denomination.

These principles are what help my understanding of our relationship to the Holy and guide our
living together, not only with other Christians but with those who are not Christian.

these principles must be applied with an understanding of human fallibility and the unknowable
aspect of the divine

These principles require me to be part of a team. A team with common goals. A team is
stronger that one working alone

These, in my opinion, are basics of the Reformed faith.

They are why I affiliated with the Presbyterian church.

They serve as a guide in my life walk with Jesus.

This is God's Universe. He has set His laws in motion. We as humans are sinful but by His Grace
we are redeemed. He has put in the hearts of some, the ability to interpret the Word and to lead
the rest of us closer to being what God has intended for us. And to do God's work in all types of
settings.

Those that are Biblically based are very important. What is not Biblically based are not so
important.

To live in a community of faith that nurtures its members, and reaches out to the larger
community responsive to needs of all people is Christ centered

To me, Jesus Christ, the 'exact representation of God' Heb 1:3, is my savior and my God. All the
categories above vital to spiritual health as they keep foremost that Jesus is the reason for the
PC USA and must be worshiped and obeyed or there is no point to the existence of the PC USA.

To slightly reiterate my response above, the Reformed / Presbyterian principles most important
to me center around the principles that include love of all people and governance of the church
by members as well as clergy.

We all sin and fall short of the glory of God but are saved by grace through Christ.

We are all Beloved Children of God who are called by God to love one another.

We are all called and all equal. So often ministers fall into seeing themselves as 'above' others,
but they are not. If we are not addressing the social injustices, why are we here?

We are all saved by grace and each of us have a calling. We have a covenantal relationship with
one another in Christ.

We have done a poor of explaining and 'selling' these principles to our youth and our new
members.

We have too much political emphasis in the PCUSA.

We need to be true to the Book of order as it reflects the evolving faith of PCUSA as based on the
Book of Confessions.

We serve God through His LOVE flowing through us. We give of ourselves in response to His
calling.
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We try to always reform our life and practice, both individually and corporately, according to
the teachings of scriptures. We believe we have been chosen by God's grace. However, this
election is not primarily for privilege, but rather for service. It leads us to gratitude and
assurance in our faith. Missions have always been a strong emphasis of our denomination. This
means being good stewards of God's creation. It means working for peace and justice. We seek
to change unjust social structures where they exist. We are slow to change our theology, but
quick to change our practices when it helps us take the unchanging gospel into a rapidly
changing world.

What's the difference between 'Ministers and elders lead the church together' and the
'Priesthood of all believers'?

Which one?

With so many members coming to us from other denominations or no tradition at all, I think
there needs to be a concerted effort to instruct all members of the church in the doctrine of the
Reformed/Presbyterian tradition not to enforce conformity but as a starting point to nurture
people in the growth of their own faith within the Presbyterian community.

Without active participation in the needs of society, the church has little, if any relevance.

You've quizzed on several, but this question itself, seems obtuse. The previous principles are
what define and set apart Presbyterians from other denominations by their combination. We
have been a church in change and adaptation, sometimes slowly, to the world around us. The
connectional relationship to one another is strained by the processes of adapting and
understanding our place in modern society. Hopefully, the results will bring us closer rather
than tear us down.
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Appendix E: Teaching Elders’ Verbatim Responses
Theological Reflection Presbyterian Panel: Volume 3, 2016
Open-Ended Question on the Importance of
Various Reformed/Presbyterian Principles

Q-16: Please elaborate on your response to the question about the importance to you of various
Reformed/Presbyterian principles.

9

I felt that listing almost all of my responses as 'very important' would come off as
disingenuous. The responses are true, but it felt weird to list 'election’, for example, as slightly
less important than 'grace' when they're really inseparable.

We live in response to God's grace in Jesus Christ as a thankful and active covenant
community, together sharing and embodying God's grace to all creation, participating in
God's ongoing transformation and redemption of the world.

Election can become overly simplified as a doctrine and doesn't always account for interaction
between people and God

My response reflects my personal belief our relationship with God and that which separates us
from God are primary. Other Reformed traditions relating to our life in community arise out
of this relationship with God. I also ranked Covenant Life and Election lower, not because of
any lack of importance, but because these concepts are not well grasped in contemporary
culture.

I am interested in Truth, and want to follow what God has said, as revealed in Scripture.
These Reformed principles are only valid to the extent that they reflect who God is, what he
has said, and what he is doing. Scripture is primary, and Reformed principles are properly
defined by the Scripture alone.

The PC(USA) has ruined the notion of social justice. I am all for promoting social
righteousness, (right relations or shalom stemming from God) but not the way that the
PC(USA) boils it down to a platform of secular liberalism.

These principles help shape me and help me to articulate my views.

In general, (though not as a rule,) most of the items that I marked as Very Important are
actually items that are sort of out my control and thus, really depend upon God as their
architect. The other items, those that are 'important’ or less so are items of which I am more
the architect so they are really more of my chosen response to God's revelation as opposed to
originating from God Himself. (Forgive the non-inclusive language...)

The ideas listed above are important to me, especially in our current age, because they give us
theological lenses through which we might understand the systemic problems/evils with
which we struggle. They also help me understand God's attitude toward these things, and
God's expectation for us when it comes to the redemption of creation from brokenness.
However, when these concepts get applied to individual stories of 'salvation' (or of being
chosen) then these concepts are much less helpful.

See my prior answer.

All of life (work, relationships, leisure) is sacred. Election is assurance of salvation, not proof
of personal worth - seeing your life as always being held in God's hand. Grace is a central
reality in all of our lives.

It would behoove us to reflect as a denomination our commitment to connectionalism. How is
our connectionalism most fruitful as we steward God's gifts, and ultimate gift in Jesus Christ?
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These days, I'm so discouraged by my denomination's choices that the historical principles are
what guide me. I used to like being Presbyterian, now I'm making apologies for it.

One's understanding of who God is in one's life and how Christ calls and leads a person to
follow his example and to be empowered by God's presence in the Holy Spirit.

What is social righteousness?

I guess I'm looking at these through the lens of my ministry - preaching, teaching, counseling,
etc. And I see two of them in particular rising up above others - though I'd put connectionism
and covenant life right behind them, and could have marked them higher. Idolatry and
tyranny would be not far behind, too - though that acknowledging those things leads us to
God's grace which is where we want to end (that's the good news, right?) and so in that sense
idolatry and tyranny are less important. Priesthood of all believers goes hand in hand with
calling...promotion of social righteousness and stewardship are important too, but seem to be
more a derivative of calling and grace. Sovereignty of God is up there as well, especially in the
challenges people face - knowing that God has them 'in the palm of his hands.'

I selected 'election' and 'human tendency to idolatry and tyranny' as only 'slightly important.'
This is not to say that I think they matter less than the others, but that we've heard a lot of
theology and preaching over the years on these topics. So much so that they are stereotypes of
our tradition. I'd like to see us lean into theological areas that are less comfortable for us and
less expected of us; I hear the Spirit calling the church to growth in that way.

We are made in the very image of God ... God breathed life into his creation. We are God's
children and adopted into Christ's body, the church. Christ's ministry and mission have
become our ministry and mission ... to help and to heal ... to share the Good News of salvation
and eternal life through Jesus ... to baptize and make disciples.

All are important.

Because of decades of experience within the PCUSA and the manner in which it's connectional
life is governed, I have lost confidence in the reality of the Sovereignty of God. Greed, abuse
and tyranny are too rampant for God to be truly sovereign in God's own house. And a non-
Sovereign God is unworthy of devotion and praise. Let me see backbone in the denomination.
Let me see consequences for abusive and destructive behavior, and I might believe again in
God's sovereignty in all creation. Asis, I can't see that God is sovereign even within this
denomination.

I see all of the items in the list above as essential to Presbyterian principles. Perhaps all are
equally important, but I've noted those that stand out as more meaningful to me. Part of what
appeals to me is the equality of all under God and the lack of hierarchy in our way of being
church.
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I don't think that election is important in itself, and I also think that the idea of something like
double predestination (that God chooses people to definitely save and definitely abandon) is a
horrifying interpretation of the Scriptural witness. Not to mention, any idea of election is
easily housed under the sovereignty of God, and calling it out specifically, to me, invariably
smacks of self-congratulation. It's pretty rare, if not unheard-of, for a Reformed theologian to
speak at length about election with the premise that they, and those who agree with them, are
not the elect. In contrast, without a sense of calling, grace, understanding of our inclination to
idolatry, shared leadership and the priesthood of all believers, the promotion of social
righteousness and stewardship the church would be unrecognizable to me. I choose not to
focus on the sovereignty of God because that idea has almost invariably been leveraged as
support for authoritarianism, with only a few exceptions like Bonhoeffer. But overwhelmingly,
'God is sovereign over all' translates to 'T am sovereign over you.' I rated connectionalism as
merely 'important' because to me it doesn't approach grace or the priesthood of all believers in
importance. I gave no opinion on covenant life because I'm actually not sure what specifically
that term is referring to.

I am convinced that objectively regardless of how I may feel personally that the doctrines of
the Reformed Faith concerning God, Jesus Christ, salvation, and grace are 100% reliable,
truthful, and accurate. The theology that underlies and sustains them has a beautiful
consistency and logic and gives my soul and the souls of those whom I serve as a pastor great
comfort and peace.

They all relate in some way to our faith. They all have importance. I cannot imagine not
holding any of them.

The issues that are connected with our relationship with God are the most important because
they fall under the greatest commandment. The others that are related to the second great
commandment are extremely important, but not as much as anything having to do with God.

Primary focus needs to be our response to God's grace.

Nothing more to say. All of these principles are very important to me.

God is at the forefront of what we teach and believe. God equips the church and members of
the body of believers. We are all called and gifted by the Spirit.

Because we tend to be susceptible to the idolatries of the world... It's only with God's grace
and the work of the Holy Spirit that we have the means to work together as God's people for
God's Goodness

One word names for complex concepts are largely unhelpful.

As Presbyterians, we function in a church system that emphasizes the importance of everyone
having a right to lead and share their opinions. All people are called to ministry, whether as a
profession or in other areas of life. We learn together how to be the church in the world,
looking to God for guidance in those matters. All people are loved by God and grace is
available and offered to all people.

We are elected and called, not only to eternal life but to responsibility for participation in
God's work in the world. That includes responsible use of the earth's resources and seeing
that all people have the resources for life. This is work for all believers together, not just
clergy. We do not bring in God's kingdom by our own power, but God invites us to participate
now as we look forward to God's ultimate fulfillment of creation.

We are a people called by the grace of God to live into God's vision for the world. Because of
our sinfulness, we lead together never giving authority to an individual. We work for social
righteousness because God is sovereign over all things.

I marked 'Very Important' on each of the principles. I became Presbyterian during college as a
result of studying Christian Doctrine by Shirley Guthrie. The way he wrote about each of these
ideas was very compelling to me and helped me make the decision to join a Presbyterian
church.
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God acts; we respond.

I struggle with the idea of election, because I think it distracts us from what is really important
-- which is doing kingdom work here and now. We're so fixated on salvation, and that
salvation becomes privatized, that we forget to do what Jesus called us to do -- feed the
hungry, clothe the naked, advocate for those without voice or power. I do believe that God is
sovereign, but I think the way that this concept has been traditionally interpreted is that God
has absolute power over everything and everyone. I think power in God's understanding is
very different than how we interpret and understand power. I've never understood the
disconnect between the power Jesus displayed -- power exemplified in weakness and
vulnerability, and the power that humanity proclaims. Our understanding of power seems to
be more about God being able to smash the world with God's little finger, than in the power
Jesus lived out.

I love being Presbyterian - partly because that's what I know best and am a PK and partly
because of 39 years of practice - and still learning. Different years have needed emphases.
Your #15 does not include intelligent reliance on Scripture and spiritual formation!

Different groups hold different definitions of these 'principles' so we talk past each other and
do not agree on the basic definitions so it is hard to work together on these things.

Together we are the Body of Christ - connectionalism; priesthood of all believers; minister and
elders lead together.

I am a lifelong Presbyterian and fell this is where God wants me to serve. I try not to be overly
critical of other faith traditions and try to live a life that will attract others to our Reformed
practices.

Grace is one of the hardest gifts to receive from God because we are so independent when in
reality we are not!

Realize there are MANY elements and often hard to keep 'all the plates' in the air!

It is very much tied to God as the first move above: God as the first mover elects us into a
covenant community, often called the church, he does this out of grace not works, and despite
our sin, we then work to be his kingdom here on earth as it is in heaven.

Wow. As a TE, I struggle to conform to a concise bubble but here goes! They are all important
but not to the same degree. My primary filters are the two greatest commandments (love God;
love neighbor) and context. I believe we live in an emergent time for the church universal--
and that is my context. Narrowing that universal church down to my denomination PCUSA
and we have my more refined context. I view these principles as helpful guideposts. I also
realize that emergence means moving in the Spirit which can lead to new trails taken. I like
guideposts but in following Christ, I have found it is more: more life, more possibilities and
journeys into unexpected territories. These principles have served me as a healthy and
durable rubric so far and yet I am open the fluidity of the Holy Spirit and the call of Christ
moving me and us into the 21st century.

All of these principles matter and they are all held together. To pull on one is to pull on them
all.

We believe in gratitude for the grace that God has bestowed upon us. From that gratitude, all
else flows.

We all share in the ministry that God has called us to take part in. God calls us all bear
witness to what God is doing in the world, and we need to be able to trust that God is in
control in order to do that. Our assurance of the election of others is unimportant, only that
God's grace is extended to all, and we should treat all people as though they are children of
God (which they are).
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God calls us into a covenant life. Our responsibility is to recognize and worship God as well as
seek to pursue a life of witness to the salvation offered by Jesus Christ. That includes seeking
to help others thru righteous acts, confessing our failures, and accepting the grace of God.
Each of us must listen for the calling of God to become disciples of Jesus Christ. This is thru
prayer, fellowship, and example. It also means we must be willing to witness when that places
us in a difficult situation where our only help and hope is Jesus Christ.

All of them inform our faith and are foundational to our relationship with Go

Our primary focus should be on our relationship with God in Christ, and then with one
another. Sometimes we spend so much time on one another and issues, that we have not
supported the primary relationship.

Election is outdated; grace abounds as together, a priesthood of all believers, follow our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Every listed is precious to my understanding of myself and the covenant in which we live
together.

Reformed principles reflect a particular way of interpreting Christian life and faith, with
particular emphasis on the primacy of God in salvation, and the freedom of God in calling the
church into being and establishing the realm of God on earth.

These are absolutely essential aspects of the Reformed understanding of life and faithfulness
to God's gracious call in Jesus Christ.

The doctrine of God's grace - both as mercy and also empowerment - is key for me. I believe
all are called to serve God with their gifts as the priesthood of all believers. I think elders and
ministers should guide the church together, although I believe we need to honor the
gifting/anointing on pastors and not stifle their call by God to lead. Practically speaking,
election is not a doctrine I find to be of much importance in ministry. We love because God
first loves us, however, we need to emphasize choosing a relationship with Christ to a world
that does not know him. While I agree with the human tendency to sin, I believe we have been
given a new nature - we have 'put on' Christ, and we are in the process of being sanctified.
Confession is important, but it is also important to begin to see ourselves as transformed and
to raise our expectations of the way the Holy Spirit is working in us to make us into the image
of Christ.

I think it's particularly important that we remember God is sovereign over every aspect of our
lives.

Priesthood of all believers is bedrock. Our response to God's grace is made real in our
engagement of social justice. Connectionalism is an important goal/value but hard to achieve
in church/presbytery life.

I see that we often find God's word expressed in the voice of the community and it is through
community, the Body of Christ, that we know Christ's care. As such we are called to be
stewards of all creation.

The PCUSA, with its fixation on social action/social justice, to the exclusion of all else (in
national program & General Assembly actions) has become heterodox.

The things listed above are many of the hallmarks of Presbyterians and why being a
Presbyterian is theologically important to me

equal ordination for all persons; shared call to all to bear witness and mission; working
ecumenically and interfaith on shared justice, peace, hunger, human development for all
peoples

Individually and collectively it is a constant tendency to enter into idolatrous relationships
with people, things, ideas vying for the position God should hold in our lives. By grace we are
forgiven, again and again. The sovereignty of God has to be the foundation of our being, the
DNA of our existence as spiritual beings.
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Presbyterianism represents an authentic intelligent presence in the world. Its confidence lies
in Sovereignty of God through Christ and the Cross. In plenary gatherings we seek and
discover will of the Spirit. We are more than a social agency. We are a unique witness of God
and Christ by the power of the Spirit able to engage the world based on Scriptural revelation.

God acts out of love to call us together to identify and confess sin in ourselves and in our
groups and to use our gifts to promote social righteousness

Almost all of these are core to my identity as a Christian

I am grateful that we respect each individual's calling by God and we are not an extremely
hierarchical church.

I'm much more compelled by Jesus Christ's life, work, and example than I am by a Reformed
parochialism. We who follow Jesus also need the strong nonviolent witness of the
Anabaptists, the liturgical depth of Orthodox and Anglican churches, the every-week
celebration of communion like Lutherans do, the contemplative and monastic tradition from
the Catholics, and so on. From our own heritage, I most love and need our emphasis on God's
free, unconditional grace.

We are called to serve Christ together, using our varied, God-given gifts to glorify God

Those principles are central to and guide my life day after day.

Reformed principles are a unified unite. To pick one as more important than another seems
counter productive

n/a

I believe in all the above principles of faith but some play a lesser role in my everyday lived
faith.

They show us the nature of God and our call to live as forgiven sinners saved by grace who are
elected to proclaim this good news to a broken and lost human condition.

I'm confident that God uses the Spirit to guide the church if we seek it.

Each of those principles flows out of the nature of God who lives eternally in community, One
God, Three Persons. Created in God's image to be in covenantal relationship through Jesus
the church joins in the mission of God, sharing the Good News and striving after justice.

These principles shape my individual understanding of God and the church as well as shape
our common life together.

These principles guide every area of life. To deny or denigrate these principles is to deny
historic Reformed/Presbyterian understandings. Why would anyone want to be a
Presbyterian if he/she denies these?

I think in world today we have too much individualism, and the connectionalism of the
Reformed faith is important to stress. Certainly we need to emphasize the grace of God and
the Sovereignty of God. It is critical to our witness to be deeply involved in promoting social
righteousness.

I love our Six Great Ends of the Church and think that we all share in the responsibility of
bringing the kingdom of God to reign on earth. Human capacity for sin is great, but it is
nowhere near as great as God's love and mercy sent for us in Christ. We strive to follow
Christ's example and we do that better surrounded by a community of believers who hold us
accountable and to high standards of Christian life and faith.

No comment

As part of the theological system, I cannot really assign varying degrees of importance.

Principles are helpful but not exclusive.

Grace is essential for even beginning to understand God's work in our lives. Sovereignty
points to the truth that God is the one who saves us, not ourselves (which goes back to grace).
Calling is how we live out our relationship with God vis-a-vis others in the world. The rest of
the categories listed above fall within these categories.
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I had no opinion on a few, specifically sovereignty and covenant life because I think there are
various views on what that specifically means, and in some interpretations of those theological
ideas I agree and in other interpretations I don't. For me grace is the most important of those
listed

I feel Reformed/Presbyterian principles best express the understanding of scripture.

I think priesthood of all believers is often misunderstood to mean that every individual
Christian is a priest. It means that all believers together form the priesthood until Christ
return.

In 500 words? This is thrown in as a little laughter for the survey, right?

I believe that we are called to live our lives as God would have us do, following the teachings of
Jesus. As Jesus often pointed out to his critics, his ministry was not in the jots and tittles of
obeying the law, but rather in leading people to a right relationship through love, not criticism
and finger-pointing. We are called to try and bring about the kingdom of God here on earth
for all people.

Many of the categories are tied together. Connectionalism, Covenant life, and social
righteousness are clearly all bound together. But my main focus in thinking about sin is not
my own personal morality, but how my thoughts and actions affect others. And stewardship
isn't just about my personal resources, but how I use them to benefit others and for the glory
of God. Grace is as much about how I relate to others as it is about how God relates to me. So
much of what we believe really comes down to community - with God and with our neighbor.

God is beyond us yet surrounds us.

Election implies a certain elitism which goes against other principles such as grace and calling
and covenant life and ministers and elders leading the church together, etc. I believe that no
matter who we are God welcomes us and calls us son or daughter.

I don't think we are doing enough as a church to focus on these doctrines/teachings. Much of
what we are focused on these days are peripheral issues instead of these core issues. We are
side track away from our roots and heritage. We have gotten lost in the political and social
commentary of today's society and have forgotten to focus on things like connection, covenant
life, sin, grace, forgiveness, mercy, God's election, and ministers have left out disciplining
their congregations. Discipleship has follow to the side as we have debated issues rather than
teaching the core principles of faith to our members we have focused on debates. Instead of
helping people truly understand their faith and deepening their faith we have been bogged
down with other things. Instead of raising up people in the faith we have given them surface
answers, filled them with just information and have not created disciples who can go out and
truly share their faith with the world around them.

As a pastor, many of these are important and I strive to help church members understand
these ideas better as I also practice them in my own life.

I am thoroughly reformed in my theology, with perhaps less emphasis on election than some.
These are principles that shape my life, not just intellectual exercises.

I tend to favor Reformed principles that support day-to-day living as people seeking to follow
God rather than those that are more about church polity

Most are important, some are very important.

They really work together, and make a nice abode for living faithfully

Each principle of reformed theology is important. Grace, sovereignty of God, priesthood of all
believers, & our connectional nature working together rolls together in tandem as we are the
church, sent out. These blend together as I live out my faith so it's hard to separate them.

There is room for everyone in our tradition. We are at our best when we hear all the other
voices around us. It isn't about us, but about what God is doing in our midst.

They shape my understanding of everything.
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All of the above are vital to the Reformed faith.

Election is often misunderstood!

'Election’ can presume winners and losers. That is why I marked it lower than all other
answers.

We in the Reformed tradition recite the Ten Commandments in a way other Christians do not,
i.e., I am the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage, you shall have no other gods before me. These principles all come from the
understanding that God chooses to be in covenant with us and in their own ways elaborate on
the tensive relationship between Creator and created. Calvin teaches us that one God's plenty
and that's who we have business with our whole lives long.

All of these are essential elements of Reformed Theology growing out of the confession that
Jesus Christ is Lord

All are very important. Those that I do not emphasize as much as others I put down as
important. Though I may believe they are important, my preaching and actions suggest some
are more important to me than others

As a Presbyterian, these things are ingrained in me. They have formed me. Sometimes I
struggle with them. Even then, I am responding to them.

All of them are important, but I think there are some that are emphasized more in my own
life.

All of these are needed now in the Church more than ever. For too long religious
fundamentalist has distracted our study and focus away from them in the name of saving
souls. As if a prayer to Jesus brings about salvation. There is no such thing. If we are saved, we
are already in the process of being saved by God's grace due to no action of our own. Nothing
we say or do can warrant or bring about God's generous gift of grace. We never deserve it.

Grace and God's sovereignty are central to my understanding of the faith.

The short essay in No. 14 sums up my thoughts more fully. I was born into a Presbyterian
household, baptized as a Child of the Covenant, was confirmed in that same church, then had
a powerful personal experience of coming to a heart knowledge of what I had been able to say
for years: that Jesus Christ is my Savior and Lord. I was later ordained as a Minister of Word
and Sacrament in that same church. Two weeks ago I attended the funeral service for my
mother, who served as an Elder, and sat next to my 90-year-old father, also an Elder,
affirming out belief in the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting, and remembering a
life of 85 years that was filled with many acts of Christian discipleship. I think that sums up
the Reformed accent on the Gospel: we are saved by God's grace in and through the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ; God makes us part of God's people, under a covenant of
grace; God calls us to offer up our gifts and abilities for God's glory, in service to God and our
neighbors; God calls for us to place our loyalty and commitment to God's reign's values and
mores, especially when those come into conflict with, and/or judge, the mores of the time and
place in which we live. Scripture is our guide to faith and practice, both inspired uniquely in
its writing and selection for the Canon, and brought alive in our hearts and minds, by the Holy
Spirit.

Remove anyone of these and we are no longer Reformed/Presbyterian.

I understand God's sovereignty through grace and believe that grace is best seen in
community that seeks to live into God's calling to live and to offer our gifts and resources for
justice and love of all people.

Did not put promotion of social righteousness as very important because of the way our
church leaders view it and use it to engage in partisan politics nationally.

the faithful Christian life calls for balance and holding various things together in tension, and
the Reformed Tradition is a part but not the total of Christianity.
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When I consider the Reformed tradition, the word that often comes to mind is 'balance' and
another is 'wholeness'. Our faith challenges us to use our hearts and minds and spirits to love
the Lord our God and to love our neighbors as ourselves. Through the various principles of
the reformed tradition, we are made aware of our weaknesses - but also the value that God
places upon us; our need of discipline - but also our Freedom in Christ; our total dependency
on God - but also our need of the fellowship and dialog with other believers, etc., etc. I like to
tell people that I am a Presbyterian by choice because I feel very comfortable within a faith
that is always challenging and nurturing me - yet I also have always sensed God's hand in
bringing me into the church - yet another example of the balance and wholeness I find within
our faith tradition.

I believe that the connection to other Christians is important, but the connect to other
Presbyterians, or even other reformed churches, is just a way for us to continue to put up
dividing walls between us. Therefore, connectionalism is wonderful if we are talking about
getting to know the churches/pastors in the community that you live, but less important at the
Presbytery level.

all are good

It is not the only path, of course, but it is the one to which I have been called and the one I
seek to follow.

Election is easily misinterpreted and/or abused.

To believe in' Jesus Christ means giving my heart to him, not assenting to a set of theological
statements. The Way of Christ is a dying and rising way of life, which includes giving up
touting Christianity as 'superior'. Yes, Jesus saves the world, yet I don't hold with universal
salvation. He knows who are his. We are to be loving and humble toward all while
demonstrating the gospel.

If we don't stand for something, we will stand for anything - where the PCUSA is currently
headed.

Priesthood of the believers continues to be what I spend the most time attempting to explain
to church members and something that I feel makes PCUSA uniquely postured for justice
work

Muy importantes, me las ensefiar on desde nifia [They are very important. I learned about
them since I was a child]

I am learning about God through my interactions with others and through my relationship
with God as I read scripture, follow Christ, discern God's will through the Holy spirit

You named all the hallmarks. I agree.

All of human life is to be lived in love, joyous gratitude, worship, and service to Jesus Christ

Most closely reflect what I understand as important from Scripture

The sovereignty of God and the implications of the acknowledgement of the reality of human
sin are what makes the Reformed Tradition unique. Emphasizing the finite nature of human
understand and the imperfection of any human system requires a humility that I find
consistent with Scripture. Understanding Scripture as the Living Word of the Living and
Sovereign God prohibits a fundamentalist literalism which denies the role of the Spirit in the
reading, interpretation and preaching of the Bible. The Form of Government, while imperfect,
seeks to acknowledge the tendency towards idolatry and tyranny by mitigating the chances of
any one person holding too much power. The 'Priesthood’ of all believers requires us to treat
all people equally and to refrain from judging motives while discerning those with whom we
will be in community based on behavior.
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Connectionalism - Great concept, but we don't really use it. Church is very divided and
communicates poorly at various levels. Presbyteries do not offer viable support to
congregations. Minister and Elders leading together--not really. My experience is that the
minister is alone and lonely. Sessions could do with some serious, ongoing study of scripture
to be better leaders. There is still a hierarchy of clergy, elders, deacons, in that order. Social
righteousness is, unfortunately, guided by personal biases more than scripture, such as
Matthew 25.

When the Word is faithfully preached and the sacraments administered, and the clergy/lays
have a collective leadership...that is Presbyterian principles at work (at its best) for God's
people.

The world and all in it, including me, belong to God. Everything else flows from that.

These principles ensure that no one individual or subgroup captures and perverts the forward
movement of the church as God desires to lead it as a saving force in the world. These
principles function as checks on human ego and fashion the church as the people of God.

human sin is all too obvious, helping people to see and experience the grace of God is far more
challenging (grace and call though Jesus Christ). Who's going to heaven is not the primary
concern. I believe I'm called to help people live into a new way of life found in Jesus Christ.

I've already expressed most of these in what I feel is distinctive about Reformed/Presbyterian
theology. Covenant is important as it expresses the nature of God's promise to us that should
be reflected in our community of faith. The non-hierarchical organization of our
denomination is also important, recognizing that we all have gifts to share in our calling.
Also, that more than just the teaching elder should be involved in decision-making so that the
guidance of then. Holy Spirit for the community of faith can be better discerned.

We are saved by God's grace, which is undeserved and freely given. The life of faith is a
journey to realize the endless influence God's grace can have on the mortal life. No one is
perfect. All fall short of God given potential, but all are called beloved and all are called to
repent, to return, and to be redeemed.

Nno answer

The community of God's people, e.g. the church is the center of God's activity. In this
community we perceive and determine God's will and channels of Grace. This is true whether
the community is local or national.

we must focus on Christ before all else

Sovereignty seems to me to be little understood

Sharing all principals with all, relying on God's call and blessings to each to live and share in
the way God has elected them... not all will respond in the same way, for the Spirit is free as
are those who follow where Spirit leads.

I believe that this a good fundamental list of theological issues that under gird our Reformed
faith, and I believe that they should be important to all Reformed believers.

To me, the principles are only as important as they help me understand & live into what
Scripture calls me to be & do.
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When it comes right down to it, we must recognize our sinfulness (idolatry and tyranny) and
brokenness, repent of that sinfulness, and accept the gracious forgiveness that flows from
Christ (grace). In so doing, we affirm the unquestionable sovereignty of God, and our ability
to freely go to God ourselves (priesthood of all believers). Christ is central. His death on the
cross is necessary and central. The grace that is offered through Christ is central. That is
where our focus must be as Presbyterians. Differences over social issues divide us, and
although they are important to some people, the social issues are not the most critically
important issues of our faith. As Presbyterians, we have a long and treasured history of
addressing social issues, and that is very good. But in recent years we have seen great division
in our denomination over social issues, and the message that the division sends to the world is
atrocious. We fight and argue, we watch as droves leave our denomination and financial
resources shrink dramatically, and then we pat ourselves on the back for being 'progressive.'
We claim that God is doing a new thing in the church, but is God really doing a new thing, or
are we shooting ourselves in the foot, smiling, and ignoring the bleeding? Honestly I don't
care if my pastor is gay or not, but I sure don't want his or her sexuality to be the focus of my
church. What about our mission partners? Missionaries. We can barely support them
financially anymore. They are on the front lines of the church, working in hospitals and
children's homes and educational centers, but the church can't support them anymore and
many foreign branches of the church are severing ties with the PCUSA because of our stands
on social issues. So we rejoice over our progressiveness, but Rusty and Sara (who are working
in the mountains of Peru), have to figure out how to do more of their vitally important work,
with less help from the PCUSA. Evidently we think it is more important to celebrate our
sexual preferences than to proclaim the Gospel in the most needy places of this world. What
would Calvin think about that?

I am very Presbyterian in my theology and am committed to teaching these principles to my
congregation.

I really don't know what else to say.

Sovereignty of God - my actions do not save myself or anyone else - only God does Grace -
God's grace is deeper and more broadly given that I can imagine - without it, I am nothing.
Election - is God's business, not mine. I put it as less important because I do not need to focus
on it stewardship - I am mindful of giving back to God who has given me everything social
righteousness--we are called to advocate for those who have no voice

Who is part of God's elect has never been a major concern for me or my ministry. Recognizing
our need of God's grace and understanding such grace is found in Jesus Christ are of the
utmost importance. So is living by faith in accordance to the will and ways of God as
proclaimed and lived by Jesus.

We need to be careful around election. I think there are many misunderstandings at play in
our teaching that is not accurate.

I believe upholding the life and example of Jesus Christ is central to who we are.

The human tendency to idolatry and tyranny is why we need to lead the church in the context
of community, ministers and elders together with the congregation.

The Priesthood of All Believers, while a good thought, is really more Lutheran than Reformed.
Our understanding of election to service and ordination isn't really that all are priests but that
all are called to particular ministries which differ according to the gifts of the Spirit. Those
ministries are not the same or hierarchical but none-the-less some do have responsibility for
overseeing the ministry of others.

Why ask about idolatry and tyranny if you make no reference to our basic sinful nature?
Interesting omission.
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For me the understanding of a loving God who continues to take an active part in my life, in
human life is critical. In recent years I have been particularly been drawn to the essence of
'Grace and Gratitude.' I am more aware of God's active involvement in my life and seek to give
expression to my gratitude. Grace is expressed in things like covenant life, the living out of the
priesthood of all believers, our practice of the stewardship of life all that God has entrusted to
us and issues in our concern for the world around us/promotion of social righteousness.

I may sound like a broken record, but all of these principles are very important to lived faith
within our denomination. Our human tendency towards idolatry and tyranny is evident in
our personal as well as corporate expressions of faith. So, God's grace is what makes our lived
faith even possible. I so appreciate that my lived faith is a response to God's call and claim on
my life. God initiates, I respond. The principle of election demonstrates this, God elects us for
salvation, but more importantly in my mind for service. We are called as stewards of all
creation, which leads to the promotion of social righteousness, for don't we pray, 'give us this
day OUR daily bread.' The sovereignty of God gives me hope for something more than what is,
for God not humanity is sovereign. A number of these principles highlight that our reformed
faith is not a solo sport. We are connected. We are all gifted. Together we are to be the visible
witness of what God intends for all humanity - a tall order. By grace we are able to seek
something more than just our own well-being, but that of others, of all others, for when one
suffers, we all suffer. Shared leadership provides a check and balance given our tendency
towards idolatry and tyranny.

I do not know who is or is not elect of God. My calling and that of the Church is to proclaim
God's Gospel of Jesus to everyone for the salvation of humankind. The problem is that we
have elevated social justice above that of proclamation. It is not that social justice is not
important, it is, but our greatest purpose is the proclamation of Jesus to all of humanity
regardless of whether they listen. We are also to teach, enable, and equip our congregations
for service so that we may become effective witnesses for Jesus. When Jesus is no longer the
focus of what we do we cease to be church. In the PC (USA) today Jesus is no longer the focus.
Consequently, we are hemorrhaging both members and churches. We will never see renewal
of effective witness in our communities until such time as we confess and return to God.

As a pastor, I believe the only we can be church is to uphold the priesthood of all believers and
to allow ministers and elders to lead the church together.

Sin and grace are linked... if one is under-valued, both are. Most of the terms above would
need to be 'unpacked' or further defined to have a meaningful discussion... the understanding
of each varies widely in the PCUSA.

My 'very important' answers emphasize community. We aren't called to a private life and
private demonstration of faith. Though we belong to God, we need each other and are
accountable to each other. Concepts of salvation are less important. That's God's work and
worry; not mine.

All of these are Reformed and Presbyterian distinctives, and hence, all are very important. I
might have mentioned more of these in my earlier description, but wanted to focus upon what
is most crucial.

As a pastor/teaching elder, it is important for my congregation to know we are connected as a
family in Christ and our leadership responsibilities are to the whole family - not just a few.

Evil exists, but I choose to focus on the good stuff when at all possible.

My answers are more idealistic than the current reality. Though Calling and Connectionalism,
for example, should be important, we don't see them in practice nearly as much now as in the
past.
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I decided to become Presbyterian because I am Reformed in my theology. I have been
disappointed at the turning away from classic Reformed Theology that I have seen in the
PC(USA). It is hardly recognizable to me as a Reformed denomination anymore. The reason I
have not left is that there at least is freedom to be traditionally Reformed due to the new trend
toward local option.

Sovereignty of God is one of favorite concepts.

My identity is shaped most by my faith as a Reformed/Presbyterian Christian.

The sense that we are ALL called to serve God is key to me. We serve not to earn God's favor
or our salvation, but in humble, thankful response to God's amazing grace made known to us
in Jesus Christ. Grace leads us to serve others, especially those most in need.

So far I am a 'cradle to grave' Presbyterian, and even before I could articulate my theology,
these ideas had been passed on to me during my church life.

The sovereignty of God and Christ as the head of the church should be a core value for us, and
that God gives us grace so that we respond to God and one another with love; this response
guides and calls us to care for God's good creation, promote justice, protect and serve the most
vulnerable of society, and to resist all forms of idolatry that promotes self and wealth over
God's call; finally, I love that Reformed/Presbyterian connectionalism reminds that we do not
live or serve alone as individuals or as congregations, we are accountable in our ministry.

Covenant life, grace, and stewardship (which I rated as either important or very important)
are the aspects that I think need to be highlighted now. I see them as imparting an
understanding of the value of institutions and people outside of our own. 'Election' is not at all
important to me unless it could be claimed as a universal application (all are elected.)

I am not sure what you are looking for here.

Not sure what you're looking for here. We should not be compromising our principles. If
you don't hold to the principles, then...

I am a Presbyterian for a reason - not the least of which is by the grace of God, but because of
our Reformed principles. They are liberating and, frankly, a relief. God chooses me (us) even
when I'm too stupid to make the right choices. My salvation is not based on works
righteousness.

These are the foundations of our faith & give us the tools to living out our faith and beliefs
daily.

Presbyterian principles are important in a religious world where evangelical distinctives seem
to be more influential in Christian culture.

I live in a homogeneous rural town far from the big city... and surrounded by Arminians. I
stress the concepts of sovereignty, election, social righteousness and connectionalism to my
congregation as vital to our lives as a Reformed people so that we all can become stronger and
more understanding of who we are in God and work to share the love of Jesus Christ without
judgment and the pride that comes with thinking we are capable of choosing to be saved. So
far our understanding of social justice as lived in our community is strong. we are also getting
stronger with God's sovereignty and being connected to other reformed congregations. The
distinction from Arminianism is still something they aren't totally getting.

The 'Institutes of the Christian Religion' matters. Need I say more? We have forgotten the
demands of God according to systematic theology.

Grace, Priesthood of all believers, and Stewardship OF THE WHOLE EARTH are very
important to me.

These are part of the distinctives of a Reformed understanding of theology.

These are biblical principles and truths that I try to apply daily.

God chose me to be saved. I choose to be Presbyterian because of its emphasis that God is in
control of everything about my life. I find that strangely comforting.
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We have to stand on the principles of our forefathers but make sure we treat equally and work
with others whom we disagree.

The inclusion of all these principles as important to me speaks to the breadth and depth--and
therefore the importance to a wide world--of the Reformed tradition.

They are all important and must sometimes be held in delicate balance and tension.

We tend to take these principles as stand-alone when they are in fact inter- dependent.
Example, Election apart from Sovereignty of God is meaningless. In all this relationships
human/God & human/human is the thread that gives these principles substance.

We are called by Christ into a saving faith to live that faith in a covenant life, acknowledging
our connectional and representative form of church government. Election suggests that the
church particularly has a special calling to share the good news of Christ's love; we are to do
justice, love kindness and walk humbly before God (Micah 6:8). Since we are not inclined to
fulfill Micah's call to a life of justice and humility, our tendency is to live idolatrous and
tyrannical lives. To live a life of social righteous, while, at the same time, exhibiting the
Kingdom of God is the task of the Christian life. Ministers and elders share parity with each
other, leading the people of God, calling all to repent and believe the good news. We are called
to I've holy, faithful and joyful lives, in obedience to the sovereignty of God, serving as wise,
responsible and generous stewards of all God's good gifts.

It's about God

All of these principles are critical in their interaction to a proper understanding of God,
human beings, and our purpose in life.

We must start and end with God. As Reformed Christians, the idea of election and call is
central to how we understand the rest of the scriptures and our faith. If Jesus is the head,
then we must take our very being from Him and follow the Spirit to glorify the Father in all
aspects of our lives.

I choose this faith tradition because I believe in these values

My experience of these principles as a layman led me from a congregational upbringing into
the Presbyterian Church and ultimately into the role of Teaching Elder.

These are all a part of our Tenets listed in our Book of Order (except the reference to Ruling
Elder and Teaching Elder).

I fit well with Presbyterian theology... I am not having to deny large portions to satisfy my own
personal theology. What's most important to me is God's action first... and then our response
to what God has done. The old justification and sanctification equation. I do not believe in
the salvation of religion, which it seems this survey is trying to evaluate. Religion is an
imperfect tool through which we respond to our experience of God's grace. Christ and
Christianity are not one and the same.

All are very important as a reflection of who we are and what we believe as Presbyterians.




The only one that is less important to me is election, simply because it is a complex idea that
leads to the terrible theology of double predestination, that is the idea that God randomly
condemns certain people to life outside the covenant of grace before they are even born. As a
metaphor it functions well to emphasize God's initiative. It serves also to explain why some
are outside the covenant without ceding God's sovereignty, or sliding into the individualistic,
consumeristic view of people choosing to be followers of Jesus Christ. But Paul's letters clearly
leave room for people to be faithful or not, to become Christians or not, and to choose good or
bad theology and actions even as followers of Jesus. What I do love about the idea of election
is that it emphasizes God's grace and God's initiative. As a young person I was worried about
my salvation, and whether I believed 'well enough'. I finally got to the point where I figured
out that God was probably a lot more concerned about my well-being and growth than in
deciding whether I was in or out based on some random, invisible measuring stick of 'good
enough' faith. Because of that experience I realized I could not imagine any measure God
would use to decide who is inside and who is outside the covenant. It became impossible,
then, for me to believe anyone was condemned. Instead I have come to believe that all are
saved by grace. Faith is a gift some receive and some cultivate. Now we see in a mirror dimly,
but we will see face-to-face, and all our imperfect ideas, faith, and beliefs will melt away as
foolishness. The dross of our sinful natures will melt away as in a refiner's fire. I no longer
worry about election at all.

Teaching Elders/Pastors/Ministers of Word and Ruling Elders complement each other in
guiding and leading the local congregation, Presbytery and the more inclusive governing
bodies. As previously stated emphasizing the Triune God's sovereign mercy and mystery of
salvation mediated through Christ and Holy Spirit through Body of Christ--human sinfulness
in absolute need of grace-interplay between authority of Scripture and authority of Reformed
Creeds and Confessions--worship as balance of proclaimed Word, sacrament, prayer, praise
and confession of sin along with evangelism and service

I pray that our human ways are not God's ways - because we humans often get it wrong. So
I'm all about the sovereignty of God and about that God being graceful and loving.

We are each responsible through our connections for what happens in the world. We are
called to respond to different situations to make God's grace known.

They are part of who I am

The list above includes the essential tenets of the reformed faith and for me, personally, they
speak volumes to how my life is lived out of my faith. I am a reformed Christian, who
continues to seek to be reformed.

I believe all humans will respond differently to some of the above, based on their personalities
and experiences. Calling and grace are two of my major preaching themes, whereas others
may spend more time emphasizing other principles. It is all to God's glory!

Some of these are more difficult to rank on a scale from 'not at all important' to 'very
important,' when, for some principles, my spectrum of engagement engages more of a
dialectical tension or a wrestling with. This intense engagement would tend to lead the
principle to be important, but other principles I have less of a tension with and can more
simply mark 'important' without a second thought.

They ring true to my life- personal and corporate-, have sustained me in difficult times, and
brought me deep joy.

Presbyterian principles remind me that God's got me and my future is in God's hands. This
comforts me when I am discouraged, and releases me from having to be perfect.

They are all important. We exclude any of them at our peril.

The earth and everything that is in it or on it belongs to God. We are to be care-takers of it
and one another. As a result, we are all to live in covenant relationship to one another.




I believe that election is of less importance since Calvin regarded it as a teaching that guards
the totality of grace, not as an essential for preaching and daily life. The other principles are of
equal and great importance in informing our lives and worship as Presbyterians.

You've listed some of the hallmarks of the Reformed tradition. They are true to the call of
Scripture and foundational to faithful living.

In our increasingly secular age - we need leadership...strong leadership. Whether that comes
from ministers or elders or both is less important than getting good leadership itself.
Stewardship is of increasing importance in an age of consumerism and consumption.

It's interesting how the PC(USA) leadership in general has been swept into the politically
correct line of thinking that all religious faiths are equal, when clearly Scriptures and the
Confessions teach us this is not the case. This does not mean that we are to belittle, criticize
or even judge other religious faiths. But we are not supposed to capitulate and call them equal
nor say they provide the same path to salvation.

I have a varied church background. I was not born and raised Presbyterian. I grew up United
Methodist, became Catholic, spent some time in the UCC, went back the UMC, and then
became Presbyterian. The things I picked as very important are the things that I fell in love
with when I became Presbyterian. They are the things I wrestled with and found God's
wisdom in (especially election as a former Methodist), the things I challenged, and the things
that I love very, very much about the Reformed Tradition.

Those are all VERY IMPORTANT! As a systematic theologian, removing one undoes them all.

This is what we believe, and the theological foundation for who we are. This who cannot
affirm these beliefs, while they might, and probably are dedicated Christians, are not being
faithful to our Reformed Faith, and should either further study the Reformed Faith, or find
another denomination that better fits their beliefs.

God's grace and love are the foundation for everything else we believe.

God's grace and sovereignty offer a much larger reality for people of faith than narrowly
defined dos & don'ts central to orthopraxis ideals. We are fallen and erring humans, but God's
grace is sufficient. We have God's Word to guide us; Christ's example to follow; and the
Spirit's continuing help in daily life. We will still fall short. There is nothing we can do to
make God stop loving us or prevent God from offering us grace and compassion, particularly if
we seek it and seek God. We do this not only by ourselves but particularly in community,
reconciling ourselves with neighbors and friends. Being open and honest and working
through the hurts and hardships of communal life together, instead of 'me and Jesus'
conquering the world on our own. As such, together we offer each other grace -- not handed
down solely by a designated holy representative, but each of us has the God given grace to
pass on such grace, forgiveness, love, and blessing that way we have received the same from
our Lord.

Grace is the radical principle around which a 21st Century Reformed praxis ought to be
organized.

The Reformed faith is expressed as a worldview- a thought world - where we live out our faith
in the community of believers in the wider world.

God does such great things through the church whether we understand it or not, it is great to
try, to blow our minds, let God be God.

These beliefs put into practice are a major influence on the life of the church but sometimes in
a significantly detrimental way.

These are the elements that place God as primary in our thinking and our living and directs
our service.

We seek the guidance of the spirit through equality of elders (ruling and teaching), and work
to honor the sovereignty of God
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Presbyterian emphasis on Call & Connectionalism is what makes Presbyterians unique which
encourages priesthood of all & social righteousness.

Our denomination has lost its way by reinterpreting Scripture to be more a social document.
We've lost our connectionalism through poor decisions that through the Bible under the bus.
The recent action of the GA of including interfaith prayer is modern Asherah poles and
demonstrates our lack of commitment to the Holy One of Israel. While we can work together
with other faiths, we cannot worship together when we don't hold the one Triune God
sovereign in all the earth.

We're to be a sent people who share God's kingship & love & our stuff with those who don't
have... widows, poor, children & jailed

I was raised in a different Christian tradition. I chose/was called into three PCUSA through
these principles.

Most are important, obviously.

All the above except 2 are very important to me - therefore, I'm pretty immersed in Reformed
theology. The two I did not list as very important have to do with our personal character, and
not that of God or the community. ELECTION -- I struggle with election as it relates to free
will and to scripture in which Jesus and the Creator are both said to be reaching out to all.
Therefore, I see election as our being elected to service, i.e. a specific calling. I don't preach
election, but I do preach calling. HUMAN...IDOLATRY: I absolutely feel there is a strong
tendency for [most] all of us to choose self over anything else. But I'm not a complete
Calvinist. So that is not one of my most important theological pillars. By the way, you didn't
tell us this 'brief questionnaire' would require a couple of theological treatises!!!

For me, responding to my calling as an instrument of God's grace is primary!

The priesthood of all believers means that we are committed to a polity that has no particular

hierarchies. Officers and members are what we are, a partnership for love and service to God.
No one is to be considered better than another. We are all in this together, each responsible to
respond to the call to follow Christ.

Reformed people are to be thoughtful in their work, worship and life choices. As we receive
grace so are we to live extending grace. We live with the understanding that we are joined
together as a body. There is not a hierarchy of Christians, clergy and lay work together in
carrying out Godly actions in the Church and world.

Other Christian organizations say the people choose Christ. Reformed says God chooses us
and we follow (or not). We are led by elders and pastors. God uses the people as a
'‘priesthood." Grace is astounding! Why would God love us this much? This is a major one.
So many people think we earn salvation by what WE do or do not do.

Different times and crises will change the priorities on some of these. I do think that our
principles inform our polity pretty well, and we are being reformed

Election: no so much as who is 'save' and who is 'damned'. Rather the perspective that out of
grace God elects all of humanity through Jesus Christ, who saved or liberated us from sin and
death, regardless if we accept it or not.

I believe that God has a purpose for creation. It is to fulfill the perfection of love that we know
in Christ. In Christ I find my place in that purpose. Reformed theology takes seriously the
challenge of sin, or our separation from God.

Election is an outdated concept that is more Calvin and his time than the Bible and our time.
What is important is the connection we have and how we minister through grace to give hope
to those in need.

I believe God is active in human history and we are called to pay attention and listen for God's
activity. Faith is not a solo activity, it is important to me that we are part of the community of
faith as, equally called and equipped by God.

A consistent worldview with the story of redemption in the Bible!




Focus on the community as opposed to individualism.

These are things I grew up knowing and loving. These are things I have challenged and
explored. These are the things that still form the foundation of who I am.

Most questions and answers about election and whom God saves are too simplistic: I believe
that Jesus Christ is the way God chooses to save the world, but I do not believe every person
must confess faith according to one Christian formula. God may indeed save those who have
not made profession of faith as Christians, but it is still because of God's act in Jesus Christ. I
affirm the language of the GA-adopted statement 'Hope in the Lord Jesus Christ.'

saved through grace, by no merit of our own- we all join together in the cause of Christ-
loving one another as Jesus loved- trying the best we can....

I believe it is very important that the PCUSA does not dilute its theology. Jesus Christ
revealed love and grace, but did not compromise the truth in the midst of a culture that was
more polytheistic than the 21st century. The church has a message that the rest of the world
longs to hear and no other organization or corporation has the responsible custodial
stewardship of this message. May the church (specifically, the PCUSA) not fall prey to
becoming an effective social club; we are more than a club.

Living according to the Word of God in response to God's saving grace.

*Grace* abounds, and in response, we are *called* to live our lives in *gratitude* for the grace
of God's blessings through lives of *devotion* and *service.* I've starred words from my
answer to question 14 which I've listed as 'very important' in question 15.

I think the theology of election, and who goes to heaven and who doesn't is a theology that has
been overworked, and abused (mostly by other Christians) and thus, in our current time and
context we should focus on Love instead.

Calling has long been a part of the Christian Tradition. As Reformed believers, we believe that
everyone is called in the life of faith. Calvin taught that whether we are shoveling out the horse
stall or proclaiming the word we are fulfilling our calling. While I consider election to be
important, I favor the view that Jesus is the elect one who calls us and claims us as his own.
We are only elect in Jesus Christ who is the Elect One (Ephesians 1:4). I place less
importance on 'connectionalism' because I do not find that to be a biblical or theologically
helpful word. Rather, covenant life or communion are better alternatives. But our use of
connectionalism betrays our refusal to use deeply biblical words in a manner that teaches a
new generation about the rich texture therein. Grace reigns supreme for grace has a name
and his name is Jesus Christ. As a pastor, I am all too aware of the ways we are prone to
idolatry, especially in our North American context. Our idolatry creeps to the surface when we
lose the sovereignty of God - the God who is known in, through, and as Jesus Christ. Our
idolatry is revealed when we are not open to the presence of the Holy Spirit. Our idolatry
persists when we refuse to share in the priesthood of all believers, when we forsake any sense
of social righteousness, when we fail to think of our lives as disciples in terms of stewardship,
and when we neglect a robust understanding of who Jesus is as he gives himself to be known
to us out of the freedom of his love and in the power of the Spirit.

My aim is to practice what I preach!

I'd rather not.
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Calling: God is first mover, not us. Connectionalism: See last sentence #14. Covenant: God
unilaterally declares, we obey; not a contract with the varied interests of all parties in
contention. Election: Thy Kingdom Come--Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior both--He can
never be one and not the other; it's only in Him that we are elect. Grace: Ephesians 2:1-10;
the works prepared for us are the fruit, not the root. Sin: Only theological concept with 100%
empirical proof. Romans 6-7. Yep. Presbyters: Because of sin, no one of us can be trusted
with all power--best case is when, confessing our sinful nature before one another, we pre-
emptively and proactively submit to open accountability before one another. There is no real
connectional/covenantal community without this (Eph 5:21). Priesthood: Pastors are not to
be hired hands (Eph 4:11-13). All have a call. PSR: As Kingdom people, we are to be leaven,
witnesses, salt & light. Again, all have a call. This must be done a) according to Biblical
principles, and b) with clear witness to the salvation & sovereignty of Jesus Christ as the only
Savior & Lord of all, even when (maybe especially when) this is 'politically incorrect' or even
dangerous. So Scot McKnight: 'There is no Kingdom work apart from Kingdom
proclamation." But equally pressing is James 1:27; 2:14-17. Sovereignty of God: Sadly
undervalued &/or misunderstood in our culture. God is not a tyrant, but neither is God our
peer. Again, James 4:4-10. We could all use a heapin' helpin' of humility. Stewardship: NOT
just butts, bucks & bricks. Unless & until we recover our understanding of the 'Creation
Mandate' in terms not of power, privilege and prerogative but in terms of responsibility,
ministry and compassion, we will not be united in Christ in pursuing shalom and hesed, and
likely, we will destroy our society and our environment. Nevertheless, in the long term, good
(Biblical) stewardship IS good ecology IS good policy IS good economy IS just and equitable
and merciful. And would be good evangelism as well. We get tripped up when we
compromise Biblical principles (and the holistic nature of shalom) in the interest of some
fragment of social witness policy.

Each of the topics raised is interrelated with the sovereignty of God connecting each. Also, the
parity of leadership between teaching and ruling elders in our connection system of
governance is extremely important (and mostly unique) in to our principles.

Well....they're all important, the question might better be a hierarchy of importance which
wasn't the question.

All of the elements above work together to provide guidance, comfort, and a shape to our life
together as the body of Christ.

I think these accurately articulate some of the key facets of maturity in Christ

stewardship not just in terms of money but in the stewardship of creation, spiritual gifts, time

All of these are very important to me. However, connectionism and election need to be
emphasized at appropriate times in appropriate settings.

I struggled with the term 'importance’ when describing the human tendency. There is a
human bent or tendency toward sin, and it is important to understand that, but I would never
say that is an important principle.

These answers reflect the pattern of my life.

If we have no sin, why do we need grace? We need to avoid bashing people, but instead
leading people to consider their lives and what difference aligning them with God's will would
make

We are totally in sin. We are totally graced by God. Without. Without God we are lost, but God
is not contained only in one religious tradition.

Leadership is important but only if its second to the Sovereignty of God and understanding
that we are only leading by God's grace.

priesthood of all believers - all are called to speak the good news of Christ in our lives and love
all people whether they hear and believe or not

Let God be God - lead together - be the Body of Christ in community




While Teaching elders may have a specific calling, as followers of Christmas we all have the
same calling to proclaim the gospel and new in ministry together.

I gave my responses. This question is redundant!

all important - connectionalism less so... prefer to think in terms of how we are related

Although elders share the same power/authority with ministers in the PCUSA, elders do not
go through the similar discernment and examination process as minister do. This poses a
great threat in our denomination because usually there are more elders than ministers in
ordinary sessions. I support the idea of sharing power between ministers and elders as long
as the same standard applies to their ordinations. I strongly believe that the elders must go
through the similar preparation process including the Ordination exams (ORDS) except the
subject of Bible Exegesis because elders don't preach on a regular basis. Elders must be
knowledgeable on the Polity, Reformed Theology, and Reformed Worship/Sacraments. This is
very, very important.

The sovereignty of God trumps all else. Grace and mercy pursue us and all God's children

People who claim to be Christian from the Reformed / Presbyterian tradition are claimed by
God through the saving death of Jesus Christ in order to become part of Christ's body and
serve those in need. We are led by the Holy Spirit to work together as a team, each with
her/his own role.

The only reason 'Covenant life' is not named as 'very important' (unlike the other principles) is
that the language of 'covenant' has been used in ways that I do not believe are faithful
representations of the best of Reformed thought.

Because election has meant so many things in various times and places, including double
predestination, I am leery of assigning it a high level of importance without further definition
of what is meant by it.

I'm not so big on election and predestination and total depravity. God's calling on us at our
baptism, calling us to service and stewardship frame my life. I love the Presbyterian way of
doing church with ruling and teaching elders leading and serving together.

I believe in the importance of the connectionism of the Presbyterian church. We see ourselves
as a unique expresssion of the church, but not the only church. The church has also been
involved in not just teaching, but also modeling and practicing its values.

I think they speak for themselves actually

These brought more to mind on the deeply valued theological foundations of the Reformed
faith.

As I explained in 14 the reformed faith is one where our call is the thankful response to what
God has done for us in Jesus Christ. For the church and well as its members to living into that
requires us to live in mutual interpretation of revelation of God in the context and
discernment of where God is calling us to go. It is not that we can perfect to be without error
but work hard at being better.

You listed central tenets of the Reformed faith, which are all important.

I think that we need to know the distinctives of Reformed theology and live in faithful witness
to the life to which God has called each of us. I think that it is important to maintain the focus
on listening to the Spirit corporately as well as searching the Scriptures and growing our
personal devotion to God

Reformed, always reforming. Informed by the world around us. We do not have 'the
answers,' but are open to new learnings. God is always at work within our theology.
Community of faith. We are not in this alone. We accomplish more together than separate.
We need each other. Brothers and sisters in one family.

I fell it is important to allow God the freedom to work in each person's life according to God's
will and not according to our will or expectations.
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Not sure the most important ones for me are ones that are all that uniquely 'reformed'.

Simply, these are cornerstones of what it means to be a Reformed Christian

I marked every one either Very important or important, as they all have a bearing upon my
daily response to life, although, as a 'recovering sinner' I'm prone to sin -- even though it is
also very important to keep in mind and be aware of.

They are the lens through which I think, pray, study, learn, grow and serve.

While I do not believe that BEING one of God's elect is insignificant, it is impossible to
determine who is and who is not the elect. Considering our own brokenness and limitation
through time, sinfulness and imperfection, we can only live as if all are included in the elect,
and leave it to God to determine the particulars.

Connectionism keeps us accountable. Grace encourages humility. Priesthood of all believers
undercuts hierarchies. God's sovereignty makes clear that we can never know all that God is,
all that God wants, all that God wills. There is always new light. And we can never be smug
and triumphalist.

It seems to me that Presbyterians are committed to listen to God, pay attention to the
communities they live in and live faithfully and responsively to God's voice speaking and the
needs of their neighbors.

I'm not sure what you are asking me on what to elaborate. They are important to me as
marked.

Following Christ is both a privilege and a responsibility. The particulars of a reformed faith
enables me to give into that reality authentically and fully.

The principle I responded to line up with my earlier answer.

election and grace go together; sovereignty of God and human tendency to I/T go together;
stewardship and promotion of SR flow from calling and grace

Stewardship means more than money to mean; it means all resources, especially our
planet/environment and advocating for the poor and downtrodden, as well as for nature.
Non-violent protest for change is also important on behalf of those who are experiencing
violations of human rights.

God alone is sovereign, and all else is under His Lordship. That creates our connectedness,
our life in covenant with Him and one another, and His sovereign rule is characterized by His
amazing grace.

God's initiative and sovereignty

The only reasons why I give lesser importance to Election and Human tendency to idolatry
and tyranny is that 1) they tend to be used in extreme rants that aim to judge and convict. 2)
the language is outdated. If we are reformed and always being reformed the best
environment for that to happen is one of inclusiveness--being connected beyond geographic
boundaries, creating no boundaries with power or privilege or rights. I value Calvin's writings
that express his awe of God's love and majesty and humanity's puniness and then where that
contrast leads him in his theology.

Not sure what you are asking here

Grace is related to calling, and our calling to life with God and life for others is an expression
of God's grace toward us, God's gift of a high and holy purpose. We are in this together, we
Presbyterians - our calling is ours, but not ours alone. And we need one another, in our
diversities, to better be a part of the whole God seeks to employ in God's work of salvation.
We are connected in Christ, our center. Leadership of the church is a shared responsibility
and work. Again, we need the diversities of lay and ordained leadership functioning together
to better lead the people committed to our care... and to limit the tyranny one or the other
might be inclined to exhibit if leading on one's own.
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Jesus is my personal Lord and Savior and I speak to him directly with no need for an
Intercessor such as the Virgin Mary.

Truth cannot be grasped with words, formulas, doctrines. Important as these are in shaping a
mind during its early formative stages, ultimately truth is an event, a transcending of a former
state of mind; and itself always subject to being transcended. Reformata sempre reformanda.
Therefore, all the codified 'Presbyterian principles' are bound in the chains of the letter of law.
Only acceptance of the possibility that Holy Spirit breaks in unexpectedly--where, when, and
in whom not to be controlled--can lead a Christian to live a life as a fragrant offering.

It is impossible to determine which of these is most important--I take sin seriously and the
centrality of grace; that justification and sanctification take equal precedence in life of faith;
that faith is a journey not a 'state' or an 'achievement

We are meant to be in community, not alone, and each person is gifted in ways to benefit
God's world. We are blessed and should be respectful of and responsible with those blessings
and share them freely with others. Clergy and laity work in partnership to discover and lead us
to God's will. Although we are imperfect, God freely gives us undeserved grace and expects us
to love others as we are loved.

Most of my responses to the list were in the very important category. I value our tradition and
also the variation that exists in our individual out working of these themes.

n/a

1. God calls us to be his followers, not by our will, but by his grace. We are elected to follow
him. 2. Presbyterians do not live life in a vacuum, but are connected to other Christians
around the world.

As I have mentioned before God calls us to a specific ministry or work or task in our lives.
And by his Grace we are made whole to be ministers and elders and leaders of the church for
we are all called into some form of ministry to care about our society and promote the general
welfare. It is the because of God's great sovereignty that we are called to be Priests and care
for one another and for the Earth that he has given us.

My fear for this denomination is that we have lost all balance. The only thing that seems
important to the denomination as of late is the 'Promotion of social righteousness' above
listed. Clearly, scripture is rife with calls to do just that. But that is not all. Without the
framework of the other principles, we lose perspective and focus. In truth, I firmly believe
that Social Justice is our idol. In it, we take undue pride. Of it, we speak only. For it, we
spurn those who disagree and drive from our midst faithful Christians who arrive at differing
interpretations of scripture. Diversity of race and economic background are desirable, but so
is diversity of opinion. The General Assembly, believing that the end justifies the means,
harped on the same point at its every meeting, inventing new ways to take the same vote until
all who disagreed were driven out of the Assembly through frustration and fatigue. I am still
here, because I believe in Faith and Order, and Order requires that I stay and have Faith. Yet
I question the 'Order’ used to effect the will of what was a minority, but is now, through
attrition, a minority. Would time not have changed minds? Has it not done so in our nation?
Could we not have been gracious toward each other? Could we not, for once, let the middle
guide us? What I see is a desire for connectionalism--among those who agree, a desire for
social righteousness--as defined by secular ideals coated with a veneer of selectively managed
scripture and theology, and a firm belief in the Sovereignty of ourselves (that most banal of
idolatries). We as a denomination are in dire need of BEING reformed. Pride and idolatry are

so indoctrinated now, that only the Spirit, only the Triune God can save us...as it now and ever
shall be.

Reformed theology shapes my thinking and my life
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For me personally, predestination is not an important part of my theology. However, the
sovereignty and providence of God, along with the grace of God are key. Also I strongly believe
that Christians need to work together as a community to be 'salt and light' in the world, to
promote justice and compassion for others, no matter their race or religion. We must each
seek to find our calling with respect to working out God's will in our lives and in the world
around us.

These principles support Reformed Theology's emphasis upon freedom to pursue truth
through dedicated and continual scholarship, respectful listening to others, loving and
reasoned questioning, inclusive compassion and mutuality across boundaries.

God's loving grace and Jesus' forms of ministry influence all else.

All of these principles are important in giving shape and substance to the community of faith.
None of them trumps God's grace in loving one another.

The rituals of worship offer a way to praise God and strengthen my relationship with my
creator. Joining with others as believers means being in a ministry for all of us while serving
God's whole world.

I take the order of the ordination vows with utmost seriousness.

No time to now. Not sure just what 'covenant life' means. Social righteousness is a very good
thing, but I worry sometimes that it becomes foundational, and not an implication of our
foundations. If we're just another social r. group, so what? The church's one foundation ....

Teachings regarding the doctrines of grace are absolutely central. Teachings regarding
ecclesiological matters are of secondary importance.

All Christians are called by God to serve Him through the Holy Spirit's leading. What we do
with what God gives us is important to God. We all should be better stewards each day, relying
upon God's strength.

Together and individually we are called in the Body of Christ in service, led by God to share
the Good News as understood in Scripture, and to give of ourselves to promote and live a life
that lifts up the weak and heals the broken, breaking down the powers that corrupt human
life, and thus bring peace and justice and the sovereign will of God.

Ministers/elders leading together is a concept I appreciate about Reformed theology, but is
not crucial to God's kingdom on earth. God's grace and recognizing the sovereignty of God are
crucial.

It would be hard for me to rank order most of these. Ours is a complex faith that reflect this in
the way we hold a number of principles together as we seek our path of faithful discipleship.

The movement away from salvation as an escape plan from earth...that Jesus came for the
Kingdom of God. It is already here. The promotion of compassion, understanding, and non-
judgmental finger pointing.

It is interesting that the principles listed in gn 16 do not include belief in Jesus Christ as Lord
of all and head of the church, our Lord and Savior - collectively as Christians and individually.
Yet, our 20th century confessions (Barmen, C67, Brief Statement) lift up the centrality of
Christ. Ithink that is a rather serious omission. Some of the other principles, eg election
and covenant, are biblical and speak to God's free choice, God's sovereignty. I happen to be
something of a universalist in believing that God's love and mercy are extended to all of us.
But again, the Spirit blows where it will and God's choices and judgment are God's. I thinkin
recent years we have become caught up in this teaching/ruling elder language and that there
remains a strong anti-clerical thread in our denomination. My ordination certificate states
that I am ordained to the exercise of ministry in the church catholic. As a matter of order, I
have been privileged to, first and foremost, preach the Word and administer Sacraments, and
then participating in the discipline of the church. This is still my vocation.




Grace includes all and fosters right-relatedness with God, humans, self and creation. God
holds people accountable for their acts of injustice and failures to be in right relationship.
Community and spiritual practices are key to continued discipleship and right-relatedness.
The kingdom is here but not yet so we are called to work for justice and peace.

We are God centered. Each individual has a role to live out in the body of Christ.

The above reflects my current understanding based on life experience and interactions with
others including those of other faiths. I think I would have answered differently when I was
younger.

Our examples in life supersede our declarations and demonstrations.

Most of the Presbyterians principles are outdated. The church has meetings all over the place,
expending the hard earn money of its members without any concrete results. The current
church appears to elitist and out of touch to the poor, small church in the inner city or the
rural location. Our leadership is sitting in their places that are, most of the time, separated
from the real people. The Presbyterian Church principles are irrelevant to our society.

As you can see, I place high values on many of the classic Presbyterian principles. I believe
that the meaning of 'connectionalism' and 'stewardship' have been watered down to the point
of near-meaninglessness ('stewardship,' for instance, is closer in practice/use in most PCUSA
churches to 'fundraising'). I question whether the meaning can be recovered. 'Promotion of
social righteousness' is slightly different--there we need to clarify language that is over 100
years old for today. I'm not sure that we are doing that very effectively, and the result is that
we don't end up being a witness to the world. We only end up mimicking the value systems of
certain groups within our society. The church should be marching to the beat of a different
drummer entirely.

We are partners with God in all things. Incorporate earlier statements about Reformed
concepts here. Humans dare not usurp God's role. Being 'nice' and being Christian are not
synonymous. There are Divine challenges for humans to stand up and speak out for justice.
Not only connectional nature of church, but recognize the spiritual connection of all life
forms. We are all connected. God made us part of one another. Alpha and Omega God. We
are not alone.

Faith comes before action, therefore, for me, principles of faith precede social righteousness
and stewardship. Election is often misinterpreted and is less important than grace. We are all
human and not God.

I did not understand what you meant by promotion of social righteousness; honestly, the
words or phrases are really too vague to answer accurately

Scripture defines all the other principles.

They are the guides by which I love and serve God with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength,
personally and communally.

God is God and we are not. None of us can fully know the mind of God and so we discern as a
community together, leading and equipping disciples who then lead and equip new disciples.

In response to God's prior grace, love and sovereign lordship, we answer though the gift of our
lives, our sense of calling, our all, our everything in deep gratitude and faith.

I embrace the sovereignty of God. My responses indicate I value believers' insight led by the
Spirit. A faithful life entails working for justice and peace.

I believe the response not being the sole responsibility is crucial to our faith and to the person
with whom you are in discussion.

These guide me

I think most of the above principles are sound and important. The 'doctrine' or understanding
of 'election,’ however, has never held much weight in my mind, perhaps because I have seen it
misunderstood and misused. God definitely 'calls' us and we are thereby 'elected,’ but the
principle of human freedom gets lost when a strong argument for 'election’ is made.




Most of it is very important to me!

I try to consider all of these, to one degree or another, in my personal, family, church, and
community lives, in addition to my involvement in national and international concerns.

These principles are important and I think other denominations share most of them but
perhaps with a different degree of emphasis

I seek to be involved in community justice issues with others.

Christ has asked me to invite Him into a personal relationship (long ago made). Then I was
called to serve Him through the PCUSA. As a connectional church we encourage and support
one another (individuals, congregations, governing bodies) in manifesting the Great Ends of
the church. Since most of us are acutely aware of our sinful tendencies, the unmerited favor
we know as grace must always be the primary emphasis of everything the church does while
acknowledging that our God calls us, challenges us, and enables us to be focused on God's
mission in the world and the social arena.

They are important because they are the foundation of my faith.

Too often, and too much, the denomination has chosen to 'select’ its stance (theology) on what
is 'wanted' or popular in the culture, nearly always ignoring or 'bending' God's Word to fit the
human pattern, rather than God's design. The denomination has put human desire at the
forefront, pandering to culture, and ignoring or discounting the sovereignty of God. We have
made idols of human persons, and human desires. Does the denomination actually read the
Bible - especially the Old Testament? The mainstream of the denomination has moved very
close to being apostate.

While I emphatically believe in the significance of 'calling' in Presbyterian theology, I am
disturbed by the perception 'calling' seems to be increasingly being given lower status than
such business models as performance evaluations, minimum salaries, etc.

The PCUSA is dying. Why should my responses matter?

If I am going to claim to be 'Reformed/Presbyterian,’ then I don't think any of them are
optional.

There are many I didn't type in that were mentioned in the last section. Sovereignty of God -
God creator, God sustainer, God redeemer. Human tendency to idolatry and sin - we are a
broken people who sin regularly and who often distance ourselves from God by finding other
'gods' in our lives to worship and adore. Parity of ministers and ruling elders - sharing in the
work of the church at all Council levels, having equal voting rights, and having voice on
council issues. Priesthood of all believers - all are called to be messengers of the Gospel. All
are called to share in the work of Christ and to serve his children.




I think the Church is being called to reinvent itself, maybe by becoming less hierarchical and
less centralized (sort of like the home churches of early Christianity). Many of the
foundational Reformed principles, though historically interesting, are no more relevant to the
Church today than are indulgences to the present-day Roman Catholic church. We need a
Reformation that reforms us completely, possibly by focusing on concepts like redemption (as
opposed to salvation) and grace, which have counterparts in other religions. I think we are
being called to unite with people of other faiths, and to focus more on what binds us together
than on what differentiates us. As a hospital chaplain I work in an interfaith environment and
regularly conduct interfaith worship services. The life-and-death issues I confront with
patients, families, and staff every day make the types of issues raised in this survey seem silly
and totally irrelevant by comparison. I can tell you that a dying patient is not interested at all
in the 'sovereignty of God,' or whether ministers and elders lead the church together. They are
interested in redemption (i.e., something good coming out of something bad) and in finding
hope in this redemption. Most of my patients (pediatric, adolescent, and young adult) could
not care less about 'salvation,’ as many of them don't even believe in God and are quite
comfortable with the idea that when you die, that's all there is. What they *do* want, though--
badly--is for some good to come out of their death in some way. That could be resurrection (in
which case Christianity can be enormously comforting), or it could be reincarnation (also
comforting to some), or it could be whatever they choose to believe. What they want, though,
is for their lives to have meaning. What they want is to discover their purpose--their
contribution--to life. They are far more concrete in what this means than 'glorifying God' in
terms of our chief purpose in life. They want to have made a positive difference in the world,
and/or to be able to help others in some way through their suffering. The Church needs to
focus on hope and redemption--NOT sin--if it wants to be relevant to young people. They are
searching for answers, but the Church as it is today is not providing them. Why we are still
yoked to the traditional Sunday morning worship service where we sit and listen to an
expensive choir sing to an expensive organ accompaniment while paid ministers present a 15-
minute sermon that takes 20 hours a week to prepare I do not understand. It is clearly not
what young people--the future of our church--want or need. Nor is it what I want or need, and
I'm clergy. I find my daily 6AM yoga class to be far more worshipful and meaningful than
most Sunday morning worship services, and the community at my yoga studio is far more
supportive, inclusive, and welcoming than more churches. We are missing the mark in so
many ways.

Important how?

Our polity is a reflection of our theology; I think the Great Ends of the Church matter, and
reflect the principles, above.

These are especially important because they set our denomination apart from most others and
inform our quest to discern what God wants us to be doing in his world among his peoples.
They keep us on course and focused on God's will and not our own.
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Many questions were great ends of the church which I became acquainted with as a ruling
elder then more as a teaching elder. We didn't talk a lot about them in seminary, but I looked
at them on my own. The Trinity is extremely important and unique - our ability to explain it as
pastors and leaders to those in the pew and them then to the world needs work. Especially the
ecumenical and interfaith world. The various principles of the Reformed faith/Presbyterian
faith should be laced through the sermons we here and articulated, also explored in bible
study and Sunday school at all ages. They are aspects of our denominational/ religious culture
that help us to connect to one another, and other Christians, but also set us apart. As a woman
ordination and opportunity for women in leadership and all facets of ministry is of major
importance as is parity of elders. Both provide balance and variety. Our sinful human nature
and God's response in grace are important and applicable across time, place and culture. I
even studied them in Peru in a Presbyterian church and I am an American. Covenant
relationship and being created for relationship seem to be dying arts in our post modern
society...especially around marriage. Committed is not the same as covenant...to me a
covenant is holy and invites God in or acknowledges Gods role in. Committed is what the
unchurched say.

If followed seriously, they provide a balanced Christian life that is reflective of the teachings of
Jesus.

The concept of election contradicts my understanding of God's loving grace and salvation if it
is used to mean that the elect are chosen for salvation and others are not.

Each of these tenants when considered hold great importance in the worshipping life of a
Presbyterian

They pull us together as Presbyterians to accept God's call to work in the world

We are in covenant relationship of God & others. Our stewardship is about time, talents &
resources & is a lifelong endeavor - Priesthood of all Believers - social justice righteousness -
our own failings do not negate God's grace.

All fall back to the sovereignty of God

A God-centered - even Christ-centered - orientation is indispensable and never to be replaced
by a kind of glorified humanism or anthropocentric "theology". God's glory means all

Election matters in that we are chosen to serve

My rankings are mostly ranked "in relationship to each other". All are important. Deciding on
very or slightly was difficult. Election, Grace & Sovereignty are the most all-encompassing and
are umbrellas that include the other principles. The other principles follow from the over-
arching.

About life together A's G's people - use of resources, follow G's call, with ability to forgive and
allow for humanity. Important that it is the work of all, not just some.

These were all historic, traditional markers of the Reformed Tradition - all important to us

Theological & ethical more important than institutional / organizational

I also believe in election, but not the way most people understand it as predestination

Because of God's grace and that we are forgiven our sins, we can live with gratitude which
should guide and direct us to a life of community, working for justice and mercy as well as
constant reflection on our relationship with the Triune God.

God calls us and equips us to follow, and all are called. Perhaps Micah 6:8 sums up God's call
and expectations best.

I am always curious as to what the essential terms might be.

Sorry, can't attempt to write on the importance in this small space - except the Sovereignty of
God is the foundation from which all other principles emanate.

Election, calling or vocation, grace and sovereignty of God are vitally important to the
Reformed tradition and to me personally




Calling: I am not only called by name in my baptism, becoming a child of God, I am also then
called to service and thanksgiving

We need Gods unmerited favor - Grace. God's riches at Christs Expense

As I'look at the "dots" above, I realized that my sermon topics reflect the reformed principles
most important to me.

The grace of God guides us to listen, to respond and to actively engage in justice, mercy and
acts of love

Again, God's sovereignty, God's grace, our gratitude

connectionalism in our polity way of expression our communion w/Christ and with one
another. God's grace is our only hope of salvation. Social righteousness is the ministry of
reconciliation to which Paul points in 2 Corinthians.

I am Presbyterian by choice, in large measure by the example of faithful Presbyterian
Christian's and such principles

God is in charge and saves us according to God's plan. We are called to live a life faithful to
Jesus Christ in our personal life and in our society. God saves us through the life, death and
resurrection of Christ.

To me the idea of grace, promoting social righteousness & challenging human tendency to
idolatry are critical faith values.

I don't believe God excludes people from his Kingdom. He is always seeking us. We live in
covenant relationship with God because of his gift of grace

God is active and present in the world today. God calls, appoints, sends, diverts and teaches
people as God's plans are carried out in each generation. Each of us is called to participate in
that plan, and we are given the ability to do so by god's grace. All of us, even little children, are
imp of God's gifts and wisdom which we share in God's love.

Social Justice in changing times. The church should lead - not military - race, women, gay
equality

Knowing Scripture as a context of God' revealed will slay leadership with lay and clergy living
life out of a sense of God's sovereignty and grace.

In and through Jesus Christ, the Lord of the church continues to call women & men to share
the good news with all people in all times & ages. This includes each & every above items A, C,
D,E, HI&K

I believe that, above all understanding the sovereignty of God is the only firm knowledge I
have - all else is based on that. Yet, in sovereignty, God offers grace, and through the Spirit,
engenders a calling in the lives of believers

All these principles are important for our understanding of Reform Theology. I give special
attention to grace & social issues

I see "calling" as a very important concept in Reformed Theology, in my own life, and in life of
others.

We need "called" ministers who do not consider the pastorate as just "a job". The bible should
still be the basis of our theology, rather than being mistranslated as many of our leaders are
trying to do today.

We are called by God, by God's grace, to be a royal priesthood to full claim the good News of
the love of God in Christ Jesus in Word & deed.

Promotion of social righteousness takes place by people helping people directly in
Relationship, this is the service of Jesus described in the parable of the talents not political
activism and its seductive draw of power and influence that plagues the PCUSA and drives
people away from our churches by the millions

We are called to be a holy people become God is holy. Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian
Religion gives full expression to these concepts. Our study of the early church fathers helps to
understand these concepts.
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They reflect Christ as Lord & Savior & our response to being called-into the body of Christ

Priesthood of all believers affirms our equality as children of God. We all belong

Having a God-centered life, so that we see that all life is important & valued, so that we're
motivated to help those on the margins of society

Grace is the most important principle. The connectionalism is important for spiritual growth,
encouragement, and mission. Election is also important in so far as God's invitation to shared
purpose.

What we do as the church we do because of God and each other and only by the grace of God.
God could choose to work alone, but instead God chooses us.

God's call to humanity to respond to diving gifting of grace through Jesus, as seen in
Scripture, challenges a tendency to the sin of independence & exclusion. The Church
community - all variations of that priesthood - who our response to God's sovereign fights
with a life of praise & service - stewarding both.

All above are of equal importance

PCUSA is in dysfunction, disconnected situation at this Time because instead of church
transforming culture, culture is changing the church. There is a movement to develop a
modern day gnostic agenda that is being influenced by a liberal social justice platform that has
crippled the churches ability to proclaim goodness of Jesus Christ as defined by the
Scriptures.

I believe that God calls us into connected covenant life, elects love and forgive through
amazing grace, despite our human tendency to idolatry and sometimes tyranny. I believe that
God is sovereign and calls ministers, elders and all believers to social righteousness and
stewardship as expressions of love for God and one another.

Selection seems to be a concept that was a primary obsession of medieval and early Reformed
theology. I believe it is over-emphasized in our confessional heritage and not on the Bible or
current theology

God's claim and call on my life - election by grace - are the guiding piece in all things. I am
prone to idolatry / sin and need to be reserved and transformed in the context of covenant
community / accountability, living gratefully b/c of this.

I stress the community of faith as critical for living in an alternate reality. We are resident
aliens. I reject Calvin's secure of election to eternal life vs. damnation. I believe in god's
ultimate salvation of all people.

God's grace is primary principle

God connects all of reality - the church is the convergence of God's will for humanity

All of life is a call from God who created me & sustains me & sends me. All the rest of the list
are the how God provides for all & schedules the work through the created order.

Theology by nature, is interconnected. It is hard to specify one or true beliefs and regard the
others as somehow irrelevant

Look at the membership numbers over 70 years. They speak for themselves

They act as a guide to decisions we make

The Reformed church should never be platform to provide a personal agenda. Rather, we need
to whole heartedly seek God's guidance & courage to speak out against injustice.

God's call - to faith, to work, to stewardship, to leadership, to connectionalism - is what I value
most in life.

to put a little space between them: Sovereignty is #1, Grace #2, Stewardship embraces the
rest. I think the meaning of election is changing, certainly it is for me.

Ministers have a mandate to lead with the session. While sessions and elders have
responsibility to lead, humans like (and prefer) one leader who casts vision, encourages &
leads session




I think our connectionalism, style of leadership (Elders), and emphasis on Call are what make
us different

E - H are especially important. They describe the method of reconciliation and the means of
fulfilling our purposes within God family.

Solo graties - if we could only remember

God reveals Godself in the Word, which is Jesus. The Bible through the Spirit witnesses to this
Word.

Grace, relationships, and service inform the rest of our values and actions.

Elders & ministers working together to demonstrate the Priesthood of all believers & social
justice are KEY

these principles define who I understand God to be and do as well as who and what I am and
may yet become.

Grace is the foundational principle

I have no further observation

It is important to understand that, although I must make a decision of Faith in Jesus Christ,
the origin of that choice is in the prior, electing grace of God.

1. Connectionalism is very important as a challenge to forces that seek to divide people into
subsets of humanity. 2. Promoting social righteousness is a critical response to the gift.

Without Jesus the sin which separates us eternally from God is not dealt with.

God's word in scripture carries more weight than historical situations. God's revelation carries
God's truth in all times and situations.

God's grace in Jesus Christ is @ the center of our Faith. Election is connected to grace. Social
righteousness and stewardship are an appropriate response. And, honestly, they are largely
coopted by the political left in advance of an agenda.

Predestination and election are reformed words and concepts we don't use enough these days.
We have become unmoved from our history and grounding.

I don't know who's in and who's out, but I do know God's got this. So my job is to be God's
"hands and feet" on this earth.

I have always appreciated the creative tension established by our understanding of vocation &
calling depositing authority in ruling elders led by a teaching elder/Moderator

My whole lens through which I'look is built on a robust and lively engagement with Reformed
theology

All important, but need to be defined because many different definitions exist for each

the liberal PC(USA) today is making the same mistakes as the conservative southern Baptist
in the 1980's. We are not keeping the main thing, the main thing. We have become the
Democratic party w/o a cross.

The "very competent” responses from the foundation. "Important” responses come out of the
foundation. Election is an unusable, inaccurate, unhelpful term that serves to alienate and
divide those we try to reach

all of these are important to me. The concept of election is less important because it is
mysterious and a paradox. I worry less about who is "elected" or how that works and feel it's
important for everyone to hear and have to opportunity to respond to the gospel

The ones I marked as very important are the most significant principles for the church at this
time.

Election is an outdated idea that people use to put themselves above others, it is behind wars,
imperialism and the idea of manifest destiny which has resulted in genocides and needles
suffering. Otherwise, I am in agreement with most other principles of Reformed Theology

For me, God's grace in the midst of our brokenness has primary in our lives, along with our
call to go and share this Kingdom reality in the world
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All that we have and all that we are comes from God. As god's people called to be followers of
Jesus Christ we live in grateful obedience to God's call.

Reformed / Presbyterian principles offer a Christian tradition which promotes and enriches
Christian faith.

It can be difficult to discern god's guidance as a minister when that guidance is filtered
through the acceptance or non-acceptance of elders

those things in the very important category help us love God and each other

god's calling on election to be God's people includes all areas of our lives. We are called to
serve and glorify god no matter what is our daily occupation

I believe these basic Reformed Principles are essential to the practice and understanding of
the Christian faith

We are reforming always to be reformed. Koinoina is essential to the survival of the church. I
live by grace

a balanced life

god calls each of us & all of us as communities of faith to various ministries, & God alters these
callings according to changing circumstances & how we respond or fail to do so. That is, god
works with us according to our own faithfulness & never gives up on us.

God is sov. - we are not, but God gives us His grace to work together for the solace of His
Kingdom

I chose the Reformed tradition as a young adult because it made the most sense out of life. It
is intellectually satisfying & comprehensive & flexible

Sovereignty of God, priesthood of all believers, revelation of God through Christ.

As I strive to rearticulate our faith in a global context in a way which is inclusive, I fine
relevant wisdom embedded in our tradition. For instance, our insistence that we make idols,
even of our faith tradition, frees us up for new and more faithful interpretations for our time.

What is obviously missing from your list is direct mention of Jesus Christ

I would have gone a step further with "e.grace" to answer extremely important if the option
existed

It is the responsibility of the church as a whole, ministers, elders, deacons, and members to
witness to the teachings of Jesus Christ and the importance of faith in daily life.

I highlight Kingdom of God principles, morals, ethics & economics "Thy Kingdom Come" not
the Presbyterian church come. Discipleship, Discipleship, Discipleship

these forms and identity as tenets of our faith & life

God's grace is what allows us to live, breath, and have hope!

All but g above are one step removed from O's sovereignty so they are all very important

My seminary was Lutheran and my theology has moved in the direction of mainstream United
Methodism. I'm currently active in the Emmaus movement

Calvin place a high priority on the sovereignty of God, from which all our understanding of
scripture is filtered

Grace is fundamental to my life & theology. I think all of us have a calling to share our talents
in unique ways as we serve as Christ's body/church. It is important that power is shared so all
can share unique gifts & faith.

Our secular society thinks the church is one more non-profit & is run with a executive director
board of directors. The church is not a non-profit it is the body of Christ & its elders as a group
seek God together for God's leading. We lead together

My lowest choices are tied to a mistrust of social connectivity - society is warped

Most important is the sovereignty of God, as Presbyterians. Election and Grace are
foundational, and upon all this we are called to our covenant life together. There is shared
leadership and accountability among leaders, TE's and RE's. I love the PCUSA!
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Classical Reformed principles of calling, connectionalism, Grace and tyranny are more
important now than ever. We are all under the Sovereignty of God

We are the faith community who strive to become the image of the body of Christ. Because of
the essential tenets mentioned above, we are saved by God through faith as we build a
household of God with spiritual "roots" for our salvation.

My surprise at putting "social righteousness" as "important" rather than "very important"”

I value creation story above the story of the "fall"

The Lord's table is for Christ's disciples

I think all of these are important - I've been in this tradition almost my entire life

the promotion of social righteousness is important but can never take the place of God's
Word. I'm afraid we have worked harder at showing social righteousness than we have
walking humbly with our God

Our faith has many facts and all work together to build a lifestyle that is loving, generous,
forgiving, and hopeful.

Of this list, in addition to my answers in 14 above, I would hold as most powerful the
promotion of social righteousness (crucial!) & priesthood of all believers

I place importance on the individual member participation in the life of the church, to
recognize their calling, and their responsibility. I believe the activity in the "social" civic world
is essential, local mission activity at the top of the list. Stewardship is more than money.
Presbyterian Polity is what attracted me to the Presbyterian faith church.

Christian faith must be foremost gospel of grace: gift before task

Not that ministers and elders leading together isn't as important, but communal discernment
and the fact that God the Holy Spirit can and does speak to all who seek & listen makes it
more Presbyterian Polity than theological belief.

the list is a good summary

I struggle w/the sovereignty of God, but I understand that Reformed understanding of the
human tendency or idolatry to be very relevant

Sovereignty of God is all encompassing of the others i.e. calling and election are up to God as
is grace without God we are nothing and our life is void of identity and purpose. As the people
of God we are called into community and out of this comes an understanding of being
connectional, covenant life, and priesthood of all believers etc.

I was raised with them - don't know how they don't affect me.

We are all called but it is by the free gift of grace from God that claims us as God's

the earth and all in it belong to a loving god who is the giver of life and good gifts and
deserving of our effort to live lives which are pleasing to God and caring for God's human and
natural resources

As fallen people we desperately need a Savior to enable our reconciliation with God. By God's
grace Jesus Christ bore the sins of humanity on the cross and provided atonement for us so
that by faith we could receive forgiveness and eternal life. God has given us gifts as people of
faith to utilize in the service of God's Kingdom, gifts to lead, to give, to serve.

God is omnipotent

Our idolatry of self, race, nation is strong, pervasive and often unnoticed by us.

Sin absurd, grace more absurd and forces us to live our calling as individual and are
concentrated community, using our gifts to serve and love God and others and all creation

Reformed discipline opens our redemptive witness to a variety of society formational mature
of reformed theology open vitality and organized discipline to teach, preach, missionize,
change society’s vision (Presby enabler Reformed Faith to provide for leadership for church of
Jesus Christ body

god's love is paramount. God gives varying gifts to each, and together, we are the body of
Christ
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These items marked as Important / Very Important are the essential elements of my
Reformed heritage

Promotion of social righteousness has taken on overly-political connotations

God calls us into covenental life. Because of God's grace & mercy, we are called to respond in
gratitude! We are all called by God thru baptism.

Foundational for identity of church, God's mission through us.

An emphasis on grace, ministers & elders leading together & the sovereignty of God are
guiding principles that should help build a loving and cooperative community

God has elected us to service in Christ's name. We are co-workers with God through Christ to
mend & broken creation through our God given gifts, talents, & vocations.

All these are important guides but need some reflection and study; electron needs to be better
explained

God's grace & sovereignty are primary, followed by the significance of all of us to be faithful
leaders, discerners, followers

In different time in the life of our tradition, certain principles become more emphasized than
others. I see them collectively inviting us to deepen our relationship with God and one
another.

I put election & stewardship as not important because they are not the piece that urges us to
respond to a God of love.

Reformed beliefs help to keep our minds focused on God by reminding us that we all sin & fall
short of the glory of God

I love the great ends of the church. We are called to be "Christ" to the world. To quote
Bonhoeffer - as Christ is the manifestation of God, so the church is the manifestation of Christ
- The living Body of Christ - in all his grace, unconditional love & hospitality - working for
light in the darkness, so that justice might be about God's reign.

Emphasis on elders leading God's people in their service; social and economic justice to herald
in God's new kingdom /reality

For me, relating to others, as God in Christ has to humanity, is primary. Election, those saved
and those unsaved, is a thing that doesn't correspond to my understanding of who God is as
unconditional love.

that baptism though important isn't a prerequisite for receiving the eucharist

Not enough space

The church is the body of Christ through whom Christian churches are bound together and
sent out for ministry and service

Total depravity, unconditional election, limited atonement, irresistible grace, perseverance of
the saints - these principles may be important for seminaries or CPM's, but let's face it, not all
that important, useful, or informative for parish ministry in a post-modern, post-Christian
world

As pastor of a UCC church I am removed from PCUSA polity. However, I find it extremely
important to teach my congregation the concepts of grace, salvation, sin and church to help
them grasp the gift they have been given in Jesus Christ.

I appreciate the priority that reformed / Presbyterian Principles place on personal calling
confirmed by the community and the mutuality expressed in the connectionalism of the
church life

I believe a-k are affirmed in scripture

god calls & equips disciples for their service in the church & in the world. When we live our
vocation we are blessed & are a blessing

I am a lifelong Presbyterian and have grown in my appreciation of these principles, seeking to
embody and teach them to others

Much depends on one's view of terms (i.e. election)
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I am a progressive. I do not believe in divinity of Jesus. Christ is a human construct. Actually I
am kind of done with the PCUSA.

In and of themselves they have formed my theology and faith practices but when I am eye to
eye with another - it is God's love, grace, forgiveness and growth that is important to living.

The theological contribution of the reformation can be summarized in 3 points: 1) justification
only by faith, 2) The normative authority of scripture and 3) Universal priesthood of all
believers. Nevertheless, very often Presbyterians forget two very crucial principals: 1) the
Christian Liberty and 2) The church always in transformation. It is regrettable how we take
for granted the topic of Christian Freedom, a very central issue of the Protestant Reformation.
Those postulates of the Reformation tell us today: 1) Challenge us to re-discover constantly
the meaning of the Good News of the gospel and the power of the Evangelical Freedom (Karl
Barth) very costly for the reformers in XVI century. 2) those principals call us for a continued
Biblical exegetical work, seriously, scientific, questioning on our individual and collective
consciousness as church. 3) they call us to be respectful toward all our brothers and sisters in
Christ and together look for God's will in obedience to the liberty before every human word.

God creates...God watches over...God calls...God forgives...God equips...God is in charge of all
things

Love God above all things & Love your neighbor as yourself

We are to live into the salvation we have been given by grace. Be a Christ follower

All of these attributes are subject to interpretation and the church hasn't voiced a particularly
progressive or dynamic interpretation

the principals provide sustainability under all circumstances humans endure

God's election and our gracious response
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Appendix F: Members’ Verbatim Responses
Theological Reflection Presbyterian Panel: Volume 3, 2016
Open-Ended Question on the Relationship
Between Baptism and the Communion

The 222nd General Assembly (2016) in Portland, Oregon, approved changes in the Directory for
Worship, which will now go to presbyteries for approval. In one of these changes, the directory
would no longer specify Baptism as a requirement for taking communion in PC(USA)
congregations, but instead would explain that the unbaptized who wish to take communion
should also be invited to be baptized subsequently.

Q-19: In your opinion, what does this say about the relationship of Baptism to the Lord's Table?

NA

I don't think that it is necessary to invite unbaptized for baptism after communion. The Holy
Spirit will lead them. Proselytizing turns many 'babes' in the faith off

Baptism is a must for each individual.

The two are important but can be mutually exclusive

They should be unrelated. I believe the act of Coming to the Lord's Table in and of itself is the
same as coming to Baptism and accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior.

The Table should be open to all.

The sacrament of the Lord's Table should be open to all who are interested in it. It seems silly
to place barriers on those who are intrigued by our faith.

Eucharist is more important than the symbolic ritual of baptism.

It is for Christians whether baptized or not.

Baptism is symbolic of Christ's sacrifice for us. We should not participate in it lightly, as we
would be trivializing His sacrifice.

It is open to ALL no restrictions

I don't know.

if it is not a requirement, the significance of the sacrament is void.

I believe that there can be a conversion with the ceremony of baptism, but that Baptism is a
very important symbol.

Generally, our baptism is a promise by the parents of how to raise the child. If an adult
decides to accept Jesus, do they need that promise? I think it would be good practice to be
baptized as it would be a conscious choice and promise of the individual.

I believe baptism is the parents' and the congregation's pledge to bring the child up in the
church and help them follow God. If an unbaptized person is spiritually moved to take
communion, they should be allowed.

Jesus welcomed everyone. Yes, he baptized the disciples but I do not believe that Jesus
would exclude anyone

Since I don't have a strong opinion about this, there is no opinion to discuss

communion table is separate from baptism

It is symbolic

I believe communion is an act of love that should be available to all, regardless of whether one
has been Baptized.

I think believers should be invited to the table. Ok if not baptized if is a follower of Christ.
They are both sacraments of the protestant faith. Neither one is above the other.




Both are symbols of our faith.

Baptism is an important aspect of Christian life, however when serving communion in a
church, it is difficult to determine who has been baptized. If we are truly going to 'welcome
all' to our congregations, we must consciously include attendees without making initial
assumptions about their faith. To attend a church should not be a test, but rather a
welcoming gesture.

My baptism was a public announcement in accepting Jesus as my Lord and Savior. Each time
I take communion I believe it reiterates that same desire to pronounce the I am a follower of
Christ. Otherwise what would be the point of baptism.

This is certainly a difficult question, as a lot of theologians have noted! The importance of the
Lord's Supper is fundamental and crucial to the idea of the church. At the same time, I don't
like the idea of excluding people. I guess all I can say is that I appreciate the dilemma.

It’s a nice way to separate the good people from the bad people

The Lord's table is a symbol of a covenant between Jesus Christ and believers, not between
Jesus and non-believers. It is a sacred ritual and should be treated as such. God commands
us to love the sinner not the sin.

Jesus was baptized before he even started his ministry so if you use him as an example then
we should be baptized before taking communion.

The Lord's Table is an invitation to all, so why should someone be rejected because of no
baptism?

I believe that either sacrament can initiate a deeper relationship with God and Jesus Christ.
In some cases, that may happen at the Table rather than at the Font, and that can then lead
the person to be baptized as a result of their communion with God at the Lord's Table.

Baptism is the indication that a person has made the commitment to Christ and truly believes
in the importance and significance of communion. Those who have not made that
commitment may not understand the importance of what would be participating in if they
took communion before they were baptized. We should invite non-baptized individuals to
observe and learn, but should not let them participate until they are baptized.

I feel that Baptism, Confirmation and Communion all are intertwined. Each separate but
strengthening the others.

The relationship does not have to be linear.

That everyone is included and invited to the Lord's table and make the decision that Jesus is
Lord and Savior even after partaking in the Lord's Supper.

I do not think Jesus would turn anyone away

Everyone should be welcomed to the table. Restricting this tells non-Christians that there is a
prerequisite to partake the bread of life. I agree with the amendment that baptism should be
offered consecutively but not restricting people from coming to the table.

That God welcomes all who seek him no matter where they come from

To me, it indicates that, in our church, all are invited to the table and to the family of God.

Baptism indicates that we take seriously our faith and that communion is not a ho-hum affair.

As long as you want Jesus as part of your life, then you should be welcomed at his table.

We welcome everyone to the Lord's table, even the unbaptized, and hope that they will join us
in faith.

I am not a theological expert so this is a lay opinion. I think one can lead to the other. There
are no rules about this. Jesus said love God, love each other. The rules around the rituals come
from people, not Jesus.

Giving of oneself completely to God to be transformed into his disciple through faith

There is Grace in being fed. Amen.

Baptism is a covenant that may proceed Communion but is not a prerequisite




Baptism serves as our welcoming of a person into membership in our family of faith. For
many,* communion may be a step in the direction of Baptism. I remember a story that a
friend of mine told me. She serves as an episcopal priest in an urban parish in my city,
Louisville. She had a group of refugees visit the church for a Sunday Eucharist and they
received Holy Communion. It is clear that they found the sacrament to be something special,
something that was important to them. We need to foster this importance of Eucharist in our
own members and that starts by welcoming ALL God's people to the table.

Baptism is a world structure not a kingdom or Jesus value

Open to all, not a select few.

Some come to the table by way of the font, and some go to the font by way of the table. For
people not baptized as a child, encountering Jesus at the table may be a crucial moment of
faith formation not to be hindered by a theological 'ideal.'

That the table is the Lord's Table and that he invites each of us to participate; that it is not
necessary to be baptized in order to be part of the body of Christ.

We are all invited to the Lord's table, we are all offered baptism

One leads to the other

Remember Paul's warning about taking communion unworthily. As a teen, my parents
reconciled after divorce and my father was very embarrassed to see my sister and I pass up
communion and told us we had to take it. That was taking it unworthily. I was not a believer
at that time. Unbelievers should not take communion (baptized or not). The question
regarding unbaptized believers is more difficult. I can follow the argument of feeding them
and then inviting them to be baptized, but I was at the committee hearings on this and it was
obvious that many pastors did not invite non-baptized communicants to be baptized (and had
no intention of doing so). I think separating them trivializes both of them.

Both are a gift that point to the Person and work of Christ, unconditionally given,
unconditionally received.

I would say one is not conditional of the other. If Jesus came up to someone on the street and
invited them to His table, do we really think he would ask for proof of Baptism? No, he would
want them at His table because He loved them and wanted to share God's word with them. Is
this simplistic? Maybe...

Regeneration is not received by either sacrament, but only from the Holy Spirit by faith in the
faithfully-proclaimed Word of Jesus Christ. The sacraments are necessary only for
membership in the visible church.

Baptism recognizing being a called child of God and communion is the practice that embodies
that, so with that understanding baptism is the natural precursor to communion.

Sacraments are preferably reserved for those who follow Christ, but the Lord's Table is open
to all, and the offer to come is extended to all.

Communion is the invitation of our Lord to receive Divine Grace. Baptism is the claiming,
through the congregation, of a person as God's own. There should be only love of Jesus Christ
as a requirement to feast at the Table.

Still required

Communion should be offered to all as the table does not belong to any one
person/organization, it belongs to God. Being baptized to me is a symbol/promise that you
will walk as a Christian as God has already claimed you.

Someone not yet baptized should still be welcomed at the Lord's Table. This inclusiveness
could lead someone to want a closer Christian relationship by reaching out to be baptized.

Of some import, but not critical.

Baptism is a commitment to follow Christ. Jesus never excluded anyone and neither should
we from the Lords Supper.
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I am sure that it is happening already. My concern is that the individual understand what they
are doing when they participate in the sacrament and are not just doing what everyone else is
doing.

Baptism has a public sense. It is an individual's decision to come to Christ. The Lord's Table is
a more intimate, private statement that may move one towards public acceptance of the Lord's
grace and work in their life- Baptism.

There are many manifestations of the process of baptism. Anyone who feels moved to
participate in communion should be able to.

Both are important symbols. When symbols cease to help, they can be skipped.

The table welcomes all.

I was permitted communion at several different denominations as a young un-baptized
person. I was aware of its meaning and purpose and strength. Baptism was denied me by my
parents Presbyterian church, because of issues between the minister and my parents. I was
wise enough, and had a mother who articulated the breach well enough, that I knew this was
an issue with the adults, not me. She, also, explained the traditions and tenants of the church
to me so that I accepted faith without an official baptism in childhood. As an adult, I was
baptized. It hasn't changed how I view faith because that was rooted in childhood.

Not as relevant. More important to connect with non-baptized through communion, than to
exclude them for not participating in a ritual.

The lack thereof should not bar one from the Lord's Table

Ordinarily speaking, I would say a confession of faith should be followed by Baptism which
now means you have entered the communion of the Body of Christ and now partake in the
Lord's Supper. But we see so many instances in scripture where the Spirit does not seem to
concerned about logical progressions. Also, I have never been to a PCUSA church that
examines communicants before they take the elements. The Lord's Table should be presented
as being for those who have put their faith in the Lord of that table, and encouraged to receive
baptism as a sign and seal of that faith. What I do not support is the idea that the supper is
just there to make you feel warm and fuzzy. It is a remembrance of our Lord's death. And the
very real presence of Christ with us.

All are welcomed at the Lord's Table

These are two of seven sacraments. Without baptism along with a public profession of faith in
Christ, one is not worthy to participate in with the bread and the cup.

While Jesus commanded us to go make and baptize disciples, and to observe the Lord's
Supper; he did not say one must be baptized in order to participate. One would hope that
with study of scriptures, all believers would choose to be baptized, but I'm not convinced that
baptism should be a prerequisite to participation in the Lord's Supper.

That baptism is not mandated to participate in the sacrament of the Lord's supper.

All are welcome to the Lord's table whether you are baptized or not.

I don't think they should be exclusive. If you have not had the chance to be baptized why
should you be excluded from communion if it moves you.

The first 'communion' was a mixture of men celebrating their Jewish heritage and the last
time that they had together before Jesus' arrest. It was attended by 12 men of various
histories/spiritual strengths/shortcomings. The subsequent events of that night and following
days became definitive in determining how they viewed their leader who became crucified and
who somehow became a 'living reality' in their midst, and the sharing of their story about him
became 'the' purpose in their remaining lives....thus the reality today that half the world wants
to 'follow' this Jesus is witness to the power of his life and teachings to bring individual
human fulfillment and provide the basis for a social ethic that leads to justice and peace.
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Sacraments go hand in hand. The Sacrament of baptism marks you as Christ's. It is a marker
of you in a certain community as well. My question is, 'why would you want to take
communion if you weren't baptized?' But I'm not barring anyone from either sacrament. That
is not my job. We need to reclaim our understanding of baptism. What does it mean to be
baptized? It means you are a part of this family, and we are bound not by blood, but by thicker
water.

The Lord's Table is open to anyone and should not be tied to baptism which is a symbol of
God's grace, not a prerequisite for Communion

It maintains the connection, while lessening the legalism. For example, some parents prefer
to defer children's baptism until those children can decide for themselves, which arguably is
more meaningful for the child -- or more appropriate if the parent is passive: i.e., not a strong
practicing Christian.

I am not sure that is why I am holding off on a definitive response.

Jesus will invite all person in the world to the Lord's Table.

It is The Lord's table - not ours. If we believe that God's grace is experienced in Communion,
then sharing Communion is a way that God can touch and engage with someone. Communion
can be the means by which God becomes real/intimate/vital to someone. What makes a
person WANT to be baptized? Isn't it the recognition that a relationship with God is real - not
just in the abstract, but personally. So it’s not at all strange to think that the gift of God's
grace experienced in Communion might precede a person's making a formal commitment to
follow Christ. Baptism then follows and is the sacrament that seals that person into the family
of faith. I thank God - literally - that my pastors took this view when I was dating my
now-husband. After a long career in medicine, he was becoming interested in the spiritual
side of life rather than just the scientific side. In his first marriage years before, he had
attended Catholic church sometimes, but he experienced it as an 'outsider'. He was 'not one of
them' and he did not feel welcome. Participating in the Eucharist was out of the question.
When he started coming to church with me, he was drawn to the community and the theology,
but a key moment was, I think, one Sunday when the Words of Invitation were given and he
felt called to join in and was welcomed by name when he went up front to receive the
elements. 'Come to me all who labor...." 'This is my body given for you..." etc. AND He Was
Welcomed. And Fed. And, shortly thereafter, at age 55, he was baptized and joined the church.
Now, 10 years later, a Deacon, he has helped serve communion many times himself. I think
that early welcome to the Communion table was KEY to the growth and development of his
Christian faith. I'm delighted to hear that this will become church
practice rather than a pastoral-care exception like it (fortunately, blessedly) was for my
husband!

I am glad that we accept the baptism of other denominations in inviting the congregation to
the Lords table. I guess this new change reflects what my congregation has already been
doing for years. We do not announce who are welcome and who should not partake.

The Lord's table is for all who wish to partake. Period.

These are symbols. Symbols that have meaning to the individual. Ultimately, we are all on our
own faith journey. Finding a community of like-minded believers is a blessing. Of the two,
Communion with God is the stronger symbol, because it is done with your brothers and sisters
in the faith. In questions like this, I ask, 'what would Jesus think of us?' He was a teacher
whose message was love. Christianity is a religion built by man. How much love are we
sharing if we turn someone, who believes, away from Christ's table?

It's the icing on the cake.

accepting people is more important

this would be changing the sacramental nature of the church somehow

It assumes that baptism is required.

All believers should be invited to the Lord's Table.
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No opinion.

The work of the spirit should take precedence over excluding people who have not
participated in a ritual.

Let's not get too tied to traditional interpretations. Our faith is an evolving faith, not rigid and
proscriptive.

That is no longer an obstacle.

Most people learn best by actually practicing whatever it is they wan to learn - baptism and
the ritual of the Lord's Table included. I believe baptism is an ongoing experience. I believe
that there should be another level of baptism since I didn't have a choice as an infant. Ido
believe infant baptism is good, but later on in life, one should know what the true meaning of
it is and then choose for themselves to be baptized.

I believe we must have an open, welcoming table for all and then from that Sacrament we
must invite those not yet baptized to prayerfully consider taking the next step in proclaiming
God as our Lord and Savior.

Inclusiveness is part of the philosophy of Presbyterians. Participation may lead to baptism.

Baptism is an outward sign of our commitment to Christ. Communion is acknowledging our
need for forgiveness and a personal relationship to Christ.

The two sacraments are mutually reinforcing, but neither should be a prerequisite for the
other.

Christ did not make baptism essential to receiving his grace and mercy. Neither should we.

My grandma's name was Grace. Eating at her house was one of the best experiences of my life.
Her father was a Baptist minister who believed in baptism at the 'age of accountability', but I
got baptized way sooner than that. I sort of think communion should be more of a 'pause
during meals' than wafers and juice.

Everyone is welcomed. That is what the Lord said.

I believe in a Lord's Table that has no barriers, even Baptism.

This seems to be a moot point as our pastor invites everyone to the Lord's Table who wants to
know Jesus better.

They are 2 separate means of grace, with different gifts for each person.

Baptism is a sign of faith in Jesus Christ, but is not a requirement for faith.

I have no opinion. I will prayer and come to an understanding about this.

Baptism and the Lord's Supper are both sacraments to which all are invited with neither
totally dependent on the other, cf. infant baptism.

I've always had some difficulty in making a direct connection between the two. But aye it's
this: I understand a sacrament to be 'an outward manifestation of an inward spirituality'. I
understand baptism as being a promise (by parents for children, or by adults for themselves)
to learn more about the teachings of Christ and to be led in His path. I understand the Lord's
Supper to be a time of reflection and remembering Him and that promise of baptism.

not inseparable

it is not a requirement I am of the mind 'who are we to judge'

It shows respect and affirmation of the demonstrated faith of those who ask for and receive
the body and blood of Christ.

It is important.

Baptism is symbolic, that it is not necessary to receive God's and grace. Although it is one of
our very few sacraments, one can be saved and welcomed into the family of God without it.
That is my belief.

We are inviting all to believe...
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You never know how the Lord will work in life of the person taking communion. But I would
hope that they would keep coming and through learning and community make the decision to
be Baptized. I was raised Lutheran so I was not allowed to take communion until I was
confirmed after 2 years of study. So it has always been very special and important for me. But
after reading the book Take This Bread by Sarah Miles I can see that God works in each one of
us in a special way. We are not all alike.

This shows the importance of including all people in God's family.

17. 'In the realm of values, the final authority about good and bad is the Scriptures'. . . as
interpreted with our hearts and minds in community and guided by the Holy Spirit.

In Jesus' examples he would welcome anyone!

Our two sacraments are based on scripture. I don't recall Jesus saying 'do this in
remembrance of me' only if you are baptized. We should not separate them, but neither
should there be barriers. Education is crucial, so those who come to the table and are not
baptized can learn and grow in their faith.

(what does 'this' refer to?) If 'this' means the new content in the DFW regarding
baptism/communion, the authors have placed the importance of 'community’ and 'inclusion’
over purity of belief within the community - a sad direction for the church rebelling against
the sacrament of communion as instituted by Jesus in favor of human, feel-good theology. If
"this' means my response to Q18, I say that scripture is pretty clear about the nexus between
baptism and communion -- we violate it at our peril. In fact, the abject refusal of the authors
of the newDFW (doesn't have quite the same ring as 'newFOG' - does it? I can hardly wait for
newROD! ... nimROD, maybe as these books have been going.) should have been a clear
warning to the 222GA - as it should be to the presbyteries -- that this is a feel-good,
humanistic document near-completely divergent from scripture -- on the single matter
scripture is most clear about: the WORSHIP of GOD!  Panel: The responses to this
question are immediately confounded by the inappropriate use of the indistinct pronoun 'this'
-- you cannot tell which meaning is taken by the respondent nor can you draw any reliable
conclusions from the mess you will get (unless the respondent spells out their meaning of the
pronoun. Sadly, your statisticians are allowing you to pose such confounding questions in this
and other surveys. Please stop doing this! Get professional help writing the questions so they
neither push some agenda answer not confound the result. Shame on you for this and several
previous surveys.). The nest question (Q20) pushes syncretism - which is the bane of un-
careful foreign mission messages - as it mixes local heresy with the gospel 'so it will be
understood and absorbed more readily' - such foolishness! Are we so insecure in the Gospel
of Jesus Christ that we are more concerned with meeting numbers of 'conversions' or 'being
liked' than we are with being true to the Gospel in its proposition and exhibition to the
unbelieving and lost world so badly in need of salvation? How can we stand before God and
expect to hear 'Well done, good and faithful servant?' Better get ready for 'T will be seating
you in the smoking section.'

In Baptism we become one with Christ and the church universal. In the sacrament of the
Lord's Supper, we join in communion with our fellow believers to affirm our kinship with one
another through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. It would seem that although Baptism
usually precedes Holy Communion, it need not necessarily, especially for adults not raised in
a faith tradition.

The table is a visible tactile experience of our nourishment by the holy spirit within the
community of faith. Baptism is a visible outward sign of the inward work of the holy spirit
joining us to the community of faith. Both sacraments were commanded by Christ without
litmus tests. My son's fiancee has yet to be officially part of the family but she has been
welcomed into the family celebrations. Both sacraments are necessary to our worship. The
hospitality extended at the table may be the first expression of unconditional love and
acceptance a seeker experiences.




Baptism in an invitation to faith, but God loves everyone. Ceremony just is a public
recognition of it

Everyone is welcome at the Lord's Table without regard to other factors.

These ordinances of the church are inseparable. Baptism must come before the Lord's Supper.

It does unite the two, but coming to the Lord's table speaks volumes about one’s desire to
know and feel called to learn more about our Lord.

That if you are going to partake of the Lord's supper, then you should come to be in a deeper
relationship with Him.

in the PCUSA- all are welcome at the Table - they need only to profess their faith in Jesus
Christ! for me, one does not have to be baptized for admittance to the Table - that is between
the person and God.

Baptism is an important event in our life in Christianity but there are other events equally
important inner Christian growth

The Lord's Table is the place where we receive the nourishment, the manna from Heaven, to
continue our journey as Christians. All whom God loves, which is all of us, should be welcome.
Baptism is important, but it is not required for salvation.

The sprinkling of water is not critical-faith is.

Jesus loves and affirms everyone and would not turn anyone away so we shouldn't either.

Many of us were presented for baptism - new life in Christ- by our parents. In partaking of the
Lord's Table we are receiving God's grace & love, renewing or professing our faith in God, as
revealed in Jesus Christ. It is our attitude and faith with which we approach the Table that is
important. Baptism is a symbol offering of lives to God and is important. We should hope
that all would desire to publicly express this thru baptism, but we also we are attempting to do
this thru our expressions of faith in other ways, such as Communion. Therefore, I guess I
would say they are parallel, in relationship.

The Table should be welcoming, supporting people who its, hoped, will want to take baptism
step.

'"Tasting and see that the Lord is good' should lead directly to a deeper relationship.

The Table is at God's invitation. Baptism is the human response to God's work

I think it says more about inclusiveness.

It irrevocably tears it completely.

It is for everyone.

Jesus would not want to restrict access to communion to only those people who had been
fortunate enough to have a relationship with a church structure that could baptize them.

I believe it weakens the value of Baptism and Communion.

I was baptized as an adult but had taken communion all my life. Never occurred to me that
this was a requirement. I see neither as essential to my faith.

To be honest, baptism is not important to me; it's an empty ritual for me. My difficulty is that
I feel there should be some understanding (which requires some education) of the Lord's
Supper before taking part in it (or else it's also an empty ritual). So I'm not in favor of young
children taking communion, and I'd prefer that adults also be educated about communion
before participating. Such education is a part of membership classes. Since our polity
requires baptism before membership, it, for me, becomes part of the education process. I'm
just weird.

Baptism and the Lord's Supper are very important to all Christians. Baptism has been a
requirement for Communion - both are Sacraments. Since we believe in infant baptism it
becomes problematic for new believers to have to be baptized before their first communion.
This action of change relaxes legalities in the church. Iliked the way it was, but can see how it
could hinder new adult believers.
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There is hope....if I wasn't baptized as a baby...who knows when that would have taken
place...being open is fine with me...I don't feel that exclusive.

all who thirst and hunger for the Lord should be fed at the table.

I feel that all people are invited to the Lord's Table and that it should lead them to wanting a
fuller relationship with the Lord and possibly Baptism

That God's grace and love is available to all without condition.

The Lord's Table means little or nothing to one who chooses not to be baptized.

Though both are sacraments, thus essential to the whole Christian experience, they are still
separate. Where baptism is symbolic, in communion you partake in God's grace and
forgiveness.

I cannot get away from sensing that there is a deeper motive behind this action that will lead
the PC USA further away from the historic faith as defined in the confessions.

I'm not sure if we have the right to make that change.

It's not inherent that Baptism has to precede communion; communion may lead some to
Baptism

Children who have not been baptized should be included in the invitation to the Lord's Table.
They are to be taught the principles of Reformed Presbyterian faith.

If we assert that God loves all and that God's table is a place of communion and of worship, I
cannot see the logic in using Baptism as some sort of hurdle to taking one's seat at the table.
To do so is to place ourselves as gatekeepers to who is allowed to experience the love of God
through communion. Baptism, to me, is a means to deepen one's connection to God, but
should not be a prerequisite to admission to God's table or the community of the church. If we
are indeed, all of us, God's children, we are all welcome at the table, regardless of the rites and
passages we have undertaken. Let people come to Christ in their own way, in a way that feels
authentic and genuine to their own faith journey.

For me Communion and baptism are the direct connection to Jesus Christ. How can a person
begin to have a connection with Jesus Christ if they have not been baptized.

That the Grace of God does not exclude. Anyone. Ever.

All are welcome at the Lord's Table. Individuals should be encouraged to be baptized.

It is a gift not to be taken lightly but understood through study and commitment by the people
presenting or the person being baptized

Very important

Being Baptized into the church is critical prior to coming to the Lord's Table. Without it how
can you understand or be prepared for the experience?

By taking communion, an individual is proclaiming the death of Jesus. If we explain this to
them and they are ready to take this first step, then the next step of Baptism may be easier for
them to understand, accept and receive.

Baptism should be the initial entry point to the Lord's Table as it has been historically

They operate independently.

Whether a person has been baptized or not should not be a pre-requisite for taking
communion. If one loves God, that should be enough. Baptism may be offered afterwards as
one way to have a deeper relationship with Christ depending on the situation but should not
be an expected condition for communion, before or after taking it.

That it is the LORD'S Table, not ours.

Baptism is unrelated to being fed at the Lord's Table. The important thing is for the person
taking communion to be a believer in Jesus or seeker of a relationship with Jesus.

Inviting people to join us in Communion shows that we invite the world to become Christians.

God's table is open to all who believe whether they have been baptized with water or not;
baptism is a symbol of God's love for us before we even knew of love and is not a requirement
before being included in the family meal
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All are invited. No one is left out in God's kingdom. God's love is expansive.

I believe Jesus would want any who feel they want to partake in the Lord's Table to do so,
whether or not they were baptized.

The proposed changes show that the church no longer thinks there is a relationship between
baptism and the communion table.

Everyone has a relationship with Christ

There is strong theological understanding that all who know Christ understand the
importance of the sacrament of Baptism, but salvation is truly based on acceptance of God's
offer without conditions or qualification. Elections is the evidence of God's omniscience.

While it is an important sacrament, the invitation to communion includes people from the
east and from the west, from the north and south. Why limit it if people are hungry for the
word of God?

no relationship

removing baptism as a requirement for accepting communion diminishes the importance
(holiness, specialness) of baptism

I tend to think it diminishes it

This does not make baptism less important as a sacrament. One may or may not come first in
the life of a person.

It is more ritual expression of faith than a requirement

In order to receive Communion, you should have accepted Jesus as your Lord & Savior. Those
who receive communion should want to be baptized, but I don't believe it has to happen in an
A before B order.

I have viewed baptism as an entering into the covenant of faith, and the Lord's Table as one
way of feeding that faith. I am not sure if one needs to come before the other.

There is a relationship between the two sacraments but one does not necessarily have to come
before the other.

Baptism is a further commitment to receiving God

an important rite of the church, but not necessary for salvation

Both are gifts from Christ to us, through the Holy Spirit. It is not up to us to decide who is
worthy of either of them. The Holy Spirit can work through the Lord's Table to reach an
unbaptized seeker. We dare not restrict her work. And baptism is simply an outward sign,
performed by human beings, of an inward and invisible grace. We have no way of knowing
whether the invisible grace has been given to another person, except through their desire to
approach God either through Baptism or the Lord's Table.

I think Baptism is a sign of God's calling and promises to us before we are able to respond.
Communion is a response to God's invitation--not an entitlement, but a sign of a bond that
comes only through the work of the Holy Spirit in uniting us in Christ

That all who believe are welcome at the table but may not have yet been baptized.

Not sure

If a person who has not been baptized wishes to take part in communion this may be a first
step in them becoming baptized. I don't think anyone should be refused communion.

Christ was baptized before the Lord's Table. Wish we still followed His example, but GA222
decided otherwise. So, can PCUSA at least maintain SOME lip service towards the importance
of Baptism?

Why should anyone who wants to be a part of Christ through communion be denied?

Baptism and the Lord's Supper are both Sacraments, but one should not necessarily have to
proceed the other. I know of someone who visited a PC(USA) church and wanted to take
communion but were unsure if they had been baptized. I think they should be allowed to
partake in the Lord's Supper.
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The Lord's table is just that, THE LORD'S!! It is not up to humans to judge who is worthy and
who is not. Taking Communion may be very meaningful to someone who is a seeker.

I personally think Baptism is a significant piece of relationship with Christ and Christ's
Church. It was even important for Christ himself. I would need to understand the biblical
and historical rationale for changing our current approach. I am all for being inclusive. There
is no barrier for anyone to profess Christ or be baptized that I am aware of. So the issue is
choosing to be a part of Christ's church, not just wanting to avoid 'feeling left out'.
Communion, to me, defines a special relationship with Christ and his followers.

That the table is open to all.

We are fed by God before we acknowledge Him. We are in the fellowship before we are
members of the church. I see baptism as a requirement to join the Church but to be served by
it.

The proposal lessens the importance of Baptism.

This says that a person is welcome to believe and partake, regardless of whether they have
been baptized.

It's the Lords table, not our table. It should be open to everyone

We only have two sacraments, baptism and the Lord's supper. My concern would be not that
we should exclude people but that for some the inclusion of the non-believer would somehow
water down the meaning of those who believe. I understand the idea that all should be
welcome, but when we no longer have a symbol to identify us, where does that leave us? The
sacrament of communion isn't just a potluck dinner. All who believe that Jesus is their Lord
and Savior should be welcome, but should unbaptized people (and therefore people of other
faiths) be opening included? I don't think so. How do you 'do this in remembrance of me' if
you don't understand who you are remembering? And if you don't believe that Jesus is the
Son of God? There is a fine line for children who I think should be included until they can
decide for themselves. Obviously, we cannot check at the door, so to speak, so it is left up to
the individual at the time of communion. But to me, specifically stating that you do not need
to be baptized (and by extension, be a believer), opens the door to confusion and possible
misunderstandings. I would never assume that I should participate in another faith's
sacrament if I were visiting their worship. I think it would be arrogant and disrespectful. As a
woman, if I were visiting a mosque, I would cover my head out of respect for their traditions.
But when I attend my own worship, I don't do that, because it isn't our tradition. I don't even
go forward for mass at a Catholic church even though I could and just ask for a blessing.

A gift of God's wonderful Grace.

That baptism is not a prerequisite for taking part in being received and fed at the Lord's Table;
it is the Lord's table, not ours. Therefore, as the Lord invites, we are received by God's
invitation.

All are welcome at the Lord's table.

That it follows, rather than leads.

I cannot yet answer as it needs much thought and prayer. Without prayerful study of the pros
and cons, I must answer as 'not sure.'

Our church does not exclude anyone from communion, no matter where they are in their faith
journey.

The Lord's supper is an act of faith for believers to show the sacrifice Christ made for us and
the importance of the covenant He has with us and us to Him. If you have not taken the step
to confess your belief in Him through Baptism you are not fully participating in the act of
communion and should not partake.

The options above do not follow my belief. The requirements for a person to receive
communion should be belief in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, trusting in his grace for
their salvation, and acknowledgement of their sins. Baptism alone is not enough.
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That Baptism is secondary.

Both sacraments enact, teach about, and celebrate God's gift of saving grace through Jesus
Christ. Jesus served even Judas, so who are we to turn anyone away from the Lord's table?

All are welcome.

The Lord's Supper is pointless to those who don't believe that they have been reborn through
Jesus Christ. Seems like it is getting the cart before the horse.

)

Both are symbolic. One does not preclude or necessitate the other. Getting caught up in
theological dramas over things like this makes the whole thing meaningless. I do not believe
'Righteous Exclusion' is commonly thought of as a teaching of Jesus, that's a human error.

It's OK to separate the order of them.

God decides how individuals feel His presence and calling. Our practices including the
sacraments are important to our connected nature as a church community, but God does not
need these rituals to decide how the Spirit will reach people.

Baptism is important and should be encouraged but. All are welcome at The Table

does not need to connect

You do not have to be baptized in order to partake in communion. It can certainly help lead to
full acceptance of Christ and ultimate Baptism.

Decisions have consequences & PC/USA often make decisions that do not reflect members’
beliefs.

Baptism is a sign of a person's commitment to follow Jesus. To take Communion, a person
must acknowledge their faith in Jesus; baptism is a key step in acknowledging that faith.

Re: Q18. I believe that only those who profess faith in Christ should take communion. So
generally, these individuals would be baptized--either as infants, or later life when they
professed faith. The exception then would be the person who has now professed faith, was not
baptized as a child, and hasn't yet been baptized as an adult---but intends to be. Baptism per
se should not be a requirement for communion, but confession of faith in Christ must be.

Nothing

people came to John the Baptist to baptized. Communion is a way of 'coming to the alter (to
christo. then from that place one chooses to become baptized.

To be born again can happen in an instant. The Lord's table is as good a place for this to occur
as any. All must come and are forgiven.

I believe an individual can be committed to living a life for Christ, of unconditional love
toward others, without benefit of either sacrament. I believe the act of confession is the action
that makes it possible for us to be received at the throne of grace and be absolved of sin,
making us one with God. The receiving of Communion and Baptism are public responses that
allow me to feel, receive, and acknowledge God's presence in a special and blessed way.

God's grace is for all.

The Lord’s Table is an acknowledgement that he died for us. Baptism is committing oneself to
follow his teachings in life, and lead others in faith

How can we truly know the relationship between a person and their Lord

Baptism is symbolic of accepting Christ, but not a requirement for communion.

ritual is not essential to join with Christ

Coming to the Lord's Table may be the impetus for coming to baptism and knowing the Lord.

Both are mysteries that draw us more deeply into God's grace. Both are available to all who
desire them.

It confuses what the Table means, which is feeding those who are following (i.e. baptized)

Baptism is the outward sign of an internal movement of the Holy Spirit either on the parents
of an infant/child or the individual. It is one of 2 sacraments in our church. It is a basic part of
our faith tradition. .
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I do not believe that baptism is a requirement for communion. Adults who have not been
baptized should not be made to feel like outsiders.

In the reality of today's world, I believe not being baptized would reduce the importance/
tradition/practice of one of our two sacraments. We offer a 3rd grade Sacraments class to help
children to remember/learn about their baptism or understand their desire to be baptized.
They also learn about Jesus' baptism as well as Holy Week and Easter Story. I guess we teach
that in order to truly experience the Easter story we have to remember our baptism. On the
flip side, the 'requirement,' if you will, could deter some people away from religion all together
because it is a human-imposed requirement... and not by our Triune God. I can see how folks
could respond to the Holy moment of the Lord's Supper and want to be baptized. I'm
conflicted on this one!

It says there does not have to be a prior relationship between baptism and the Lords table
which makes sense because baptism is generally a parents’ decision and Lords table is the
individuals decision.

I think baptism is essential to being a confirmed member of the church. I also think people
need to understand the significance of communion before parking of it.

That the heart of the individual is God's focus.

I believe everyone is a child of God at birth and should be welcome at the lord's table. We
Presbyterians have it right with infant baptism for those who a person needs to understand
and accept God before receiving communion

The Lord's table is open to all. Baptism is more ritual in nature that varies from faith to faith;
i.e., its significance is valued differently among congregations. It should not be a road block to
understanding and accepting Jesus sacrifice or his very existence.

They are two different sacraments.

You must 'hear’, 'believe’, 'repent’, and be baptized into the body of Christ before receiving the
sacraments.

That they are separate and that one could have a relationship with the Lord but not
necessarily have been baptized.

We begin with baptism--we end with communion

The Lord's Table should be open to all believers as a reminder that Jesus died and shed his
blood for us. Baptism is a sacrament which is an outward sign of an inward happening of
salvation and entry into the Kingdom of Jesus Christ through the Grace of God.

Baptism is the adoption into the family of Christ, and requiring Baptism to be fed at the Lord's
Tables seems exclusionary. At first glance, I can see a path to feed the uninitiated first, and
then offer inclusion to Christ's family via baptism.

Baptism can be a statement of faith. It's a covenant between the Triune God and the
individual and/or parents. The Lord's Table can also be a statement of faith, but is most
important a vehicle of grace and sustenance as we journey in life as disciples. The Table
should ALWAYS be open to ALL.

Communion means everyone is part of God's community

that they are partaking because of a faith belief and that should be nurtured to fruition -
baptism

All who have accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Lord & Savior are invited to participate in
communion. A new believer may not have been baptized yet but should not be kept from
having communion. Baptism should be encouraged as a public sign of their acceptance of
Jesus as their personal Lord & Savior, though.

For the unbaptized, taking Communion could motivate them to be baptized and to join and
take part in a Presbyterian Church

That Baptism is not required to be welcome at the Lord's table; that we are inclusive of all
people, no matter where they are in their journey




I do not believe anyone should be denied a place at the Lord's Table. It is my opinion that
receiving and understanding the communion of Christ would bring the participant closer to
the step of Baptism. It makes sense and brings everything together.

If people are NOT required to be baptized to take communion, I think they will give it more
thought that God is inviting them to His table no matter what. For me, I feel I would not feel
right not being baptized.

Communion without Baptism is not my preference but I feel Jesus would have welcomed
them to Table if they had presented themselves within the celebration.

Very important

Baptism is an outward profession of faith, not a requirement for relationship with God

All are welcome at the Lord's table - even those who have not been baptized

For many adults who came to faith late in life & have never been baptized, this may encourage
them to take that commitment

To me baptism is very important but I don't think it is a requirement for Communion.
Communion is also important to me and I feel each is important, but not necessary to be tied
together

If the ritual can encourage people to explore the PCUSA - that is good

If we are required to "wash up" before dining, we should be washed (Baptized) before taking
Communion.

If you feel worthy to participate, it should be allowed

Not required

Nobody should be excluded from the Lord's Table. I didn't even know you had to be baptized
to receive communion

It shows that everyone is allowed to partake in the Lord's table and feel like a part of the
church

Baptism is an important part of the church

No opinion

Not sure

that the Table is emphatically connected to Baptism

Invitation to establish a relationship with Jesus

It is important and should be the intention of those who wish to partake.

There is not coercion to obeying "the rules" - come to the Table if you know or feel that you are
on the way to becoming a Christian.

All should be welcomed at the Lord's table

Simply that they're connected, one doesn't follow another

Baptism doesn't make a believer. I think the Lord's Table is for believers

If one who is not baptized chooses to take communion, then he should indicate a willingness
to be part of the religious community and become baptized.

Any Christian should be accepted at the Lord's table

Baptism is the moment in which a person publically becomes a Christian. It makes no sense to
take communion before that moment

baptism represents a connection with God and the church. For some Baptism may bring them
closer and more involved while for others it could be communion

I struggle with my faith and if this encourages others to become involved in the church - I
think its good.

I think Baptism is individual choice - as is Lords Table. I think when folks are ready for either
- they can choose. I think it is also OK for infants to be baptized - depends on family.

Jesus was about 30+ when he was baptized preformed the last supper at later age. We don't
know if all the disciples had been baptized. Maybe the individual should....
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That God loves everyone regardless if they are baptized or not.

God knows everyone's heart and even if you are not baptized it will be fine with God to receive
communions

I believe all should be welcomed to partake of communion to unite us with Jesus Christ and
make us members of God's family

This makes the Lord's Table an act of welcome and hospitality, and as such, an evangelical act.

Go together

Baptism welcomed me to God's family and into a personal relationship. Communion is a
subsequent event (sacrament) in which the baptized knowingly share in Jesus' last meal and
pending sacrifice

The Lord's table should be open to all Christians who accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior
even before they are formally baptized!

All individuals are welcome and invited to the table for Salvation

I think it says more about someone who believes in Jesus being welcome at his table

I feel all are invited to the Lord's Table. The participant should be offered the opportunity to
be baptized but should not be made to think because they participated in the Lord's supper
that Baptism should follow.

Everyone is welcome by God's love

Baptism is the beginning of a relationship with Jesus Christ

All are invited to God's grace

Allow participation wherever the person is in his/her spiritual walk and proceed according to
the individuals calling

Infant Baptism is the responsibility of the parents. A person should not be shunned from the
table - Adult baptism is a personal choice

Maintains the connection but allows immediate access to the table, which is as it should be.

They are both gifts from God. They are both evidence of God's grace. They are both initiatives
of God

That all are welcome at the Lords Table

No relationship

Baptism should be an elective choice, not a requirement to receive communion

When you accept responsibility of being saved you then move to be baptized. Being call to
believe in Christ and the Abba father is but a first step, communion being another to profess
this relational responsibility.

baptism is desirable but not a vital prerequisite

Not the only qualifier

Welcome those who are coming to the faith

Even more than baptism, I believe the person should take a communicant class before being
allowed for communion. It is becoming meaningless - 6 year olds are taking communion &
have no idea what they should be thinking about or the real meaning! Going through the
motions. More political correctness!

all are welcome at our Lord's table!

I don't think baptism is important

We are baptized in the body and blood of Jesus Christ

All are invited at the Lord's Table

Baptism is a first step in becoming a Christian

Christ wants us to be baptized into the faith his death & resurrection

I believe one must have accepted Jesus and have been baptized before receiving communion.
These steps help a person think about their beliefs




As proposed, the change says that one does not have to be baptized to be invited to the Lord's
Table. It is inclusive, which is generally good

I was baptized because of my present faith at a very early age. Many people are not as blessed
to have such good parents. They must be given a chance

if we are going to call it the Lord's Table, it is open to everyone. It is not our decision. It is not
"our table"

That people who partake in communion should first be baptized

Scripture teaches that he individual accepts Christ as Savior before Baptism. Baptism does not
save.

The Lord's table is for baptized believers

In the bible, I believe it says you should be baptized, but uncertain about communion

Being Baptized into the Christian faith can be a promise made by parent & the church
community to raise a child into the faith of the parents & may not be the wishes of the child.
So If true what can happen to the child’s faith is no more than what an unbaptized adult may
feel when coming to the table for communion, with others in the community. A promise!

To follow His word in the scriptures once we accept & acknowledge what is asked of a
Christian

your straining at gnats! The Holy Spirit is far less litigious than us. Too many rules strangles
people

Sacraments should be for all! An understanding of the Lord's Table should be made known to
whoever takes of it, as well as baptism!

Baptism of infants benefits family members. Baptism of an educated adult is one way to show
His commitment to Christ!

important

You should be baptized regardless

When children were little, it was not considered proper for children who did not understand
the lord's Table's meaning should be taking Communion. I still do not think they have an
understanding but see no wrongful effect if they do.

That it should be separate just because a person hasn't been baptized doesn't mean that the
Lord isn't present in their life.

up to session of each congregation they know the members

I can't answer the above question because I don't believe it is the right or the responsibility of
pastors or elders to ask that question. It should be the person's right or responsibility to
decide when they take the bread/wine

Willingness to take communion implies an intent to become closer to the church and to Jesus,
in my view

It's important to make everyone who attends the church service feel welcome and included in
all activities offered.

Jesus welcomes all to his table & invites all to be baptized.

Baptism is an outward acknowledgment of a person as God's child. But, we are God's children,
whether we get baptized or not, so all are eligible to eat @ the Lord's table. Didn't Jesus eat
with Zaccheus?

That communion is invitational - evangelical, almost - and that participation can lead to the
full commitment of baptism

Baptism and communion go hand in hand. I prefer that baptism be administered prior to
communion but in some cases (young people, transfers, etc.) it can be allowed, provided
baptism is administered shortly thereafter

Baptism is preferred, but should not be an impediment to communion

We may say communion is for all but I feel it is a communion of believers (maybe even those
not yet baptized)
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Each stands alone

Baptism is not a necessary condition for acceptance into the community / fellowship of
believers.

Baptism should not have banners and neither should communion. All should be invited

I am conflicted on this. On one hand, they are both just symbolic actions and because we
practice infant baptism and the individual does not confirm their own faith perhaps they
should not be related at all. Made more sense to me when it was related to confirmation, but
Christ did say "Do this in remembrance of me", so why shouldn't anyone who wants to
remember him be welcome? I think I just talked myself into agreeing with the change.

the invitation to take part in communion and being invited to a deeper relationship is more
important than baptism. (Which for many is a parental decision during infancy)




Appendix G: Teaching Elders’ Verbatim Responses
Theological Reflection Presbyterian Panel: Volume 3, 2016
Open-Ended Question on the Relationship
Between Baptism and the Communion

Please elaborate on your response to the question about the importance to you of various
Reformed/Presbyterian principles. The 222nd General Assembly (2016) in Portland, Oregon,
approved changes in the Directory for Worship, which will now go to presbyteries for approval.
In one of these changes, the directory would no longer specify Baptism as a requirement for
taking communion in PC(USA) congregations, but instead would explain that the unbaptized
who wish to take communion should also be invited to be baptized subsequently.

Q-19: In your opinion, what does this say about the relationship of Baptism to the Lord's Table

That the Lord's Supper can and does precede baptism as we see in scripture, yet there is
precedence for baptism preceding the Lord's Table.

Christ would have never stopped people and asked whether they were baptized, therefore
'worthy'.

That it is not our table. We have no business saying who can eat at God's table.

To call it 'the Lord's table' is to say that it isn't mine. It seems as if, by restricting one
Sacrament as accessible only after another Sacrament, we are putting a fence around it that
we control and not Christ.

If God draws someone who is not baptized to the Lord's Table to dine with Christ and the
church, seeking after Jesus, and through that experience the Spirit opens their eyes and they
desire to pursue being baptized, then Thanks be to God. Fundamentally, the Lord's Table is
for the baptized community, but the Spirit is always moving beyond our boundaries.

Both are visible signs of God's invisible grace. And more about what God does for and in us
than what we do

They are both incredibly important, but the traditional order of covenantal commitment
symbolized in baptism does not necessarily proceed all peoples' desire to partake of Christ's
body and blood in these confused times

Both are outward signs of the inward presence of Christ. I believe, from his example, Jesus
would welcome seekers of God, faith and salvation at whichever beginning they might appear.
In Jesus' several parables on the wedding feast and the great banquet, he did not place any
requirement other than invitation. Encouraging both sacraments adds to the life of the
believer but I do not believe one sacrament depends upon the other for efficacy but rather
makes it more meaningful and powerful.

Both are visible signs of responding to the covenant, yet distinct.

Baptism is the mark of membership in the church. Communion is the fellowship of all those
who are looking for and hoping for the in-breaking reign of God in the world. It anticipates
and gives us a chance to practice our way into the inclusive community, which is made
complete only in God's time. Baptism can lead us to the communion table, or the communion
table can lead us to baptism. Together they mark as those chosen and accepted by God apart
from our own effort (baptism) and as those who accept and love one another as a result
(communion).

I'm concerned that in treating baptism in this way, one is taking away the sacramental
significance. Baptism, like the Lord's Supper, is a tangible experience of God's grace for us.
They do not depend upon each other for God's grace to be experienced in either of them.




It confirms my opinion that baptism is a communal recognition of the granting of God's grace,
and that God's grace is already conferred on all persons - even when we have not or cannot see
it or affirm it. If the commitment that is perceived in baptism feels too much for a person to
bear, we should not deny them the gracious invitation that they might feel in the table.

Baptism is a recognition of what God has already done, in claiming the life of the candidate
through grace and Christ's victory over sin and death in the resurrection. It is a sign and seal,
but accomplishes no specific salvific purpose. It is also a place of covenant, where the church
and the candidate (or the candidate's family) make aspirational pledges about shared
responsibility regarding growth in the faith.

Baptism is the sign of the covenant community and the Lord's Supper is for the covenant
community. They are two parts of a whole.

They remain the two sacraments of our church. They are connected but not conditional.

It says its meaningless. We help a child tie their shoes till they learn how. Do we allow them,
just so they don't feel left out? Too much like other aspects of society. Don't make them make
a choice. I CHOSE to follow Jesus.

The Lord's Table is an open invitation to participate in celebrating God's grace. It is a visible
reminder of God's grace. Baptism is also a visible sign of God's grace. However, in baptism,
the participant (or parents) is making promises to follow. The Service of the Lord's Table does
not ask the participant to make any promises. It shows the participant what God's promise is
to us.

both sacraments were essential for the followers who witnessed the baptism of Jesus and the
disciples who were and are fed at the Lord's table. The meal is for all.

Both are signs and seals of God's grace. To extend grace is to also identify with the death and
resurrection of Jesus seen in both sacraments. Does baptism HAVE to precede the other?
They are part of what identifies me as a follower of Jesus.

It says more about the relationship between a person's heart condition toward God and their
faith in Jesus. For whatever reason, baptism may not have happened in a person's life. It's not
(usually, in most Presbyterian churches) offered in the same kind of way that Communion is.
Communion is, in a sense, more convenient. I don't mean that negatively, just an observation.
Baptism should be offered, perhaps more regularly, and perhaps made a little more accessible
like communion.

both are gifts freely offered

a weakening of the relationship, also gives the false impression that to follow Jesus is easy and
takes no commitment.

I don't agree with the premise of the question. I see it as an issue regarding the relationship of
sacraments to faith and discipleship. Baptism takes time; it's a planned thing that requires
votes and liturgy and making sure someone fills the pitcher with water. The Lord's Table, if
baptism is not required, could foreseeably become a more 'spontaneous' experience of the
divine to someone who is seeking. We live in an increasingly unchurched world and the Table
is an incredibly powerful experience of grace. I've never known anyone to shy away from
religion because Communion was too readily available; I've known too many to leave the
church entirely because they were refused Communion.

Baptism is one act, but communion is an ongoing opportunity to become closer to Christ.

The sacrament of Baptism is a sign and a seal of what God has already done in a person ...
loving, calling, welcoming, adopting, us into the fellowship of the body. The sacrament of the
Lord's Table celebrates that working of the Holy Spirit in that person's life. Both are important
but the order that each carried out is less important than the fact that they have occurred.

Grace can lead to grace

This will be a change for me particularly for adults.




They are not forms of each other but are related forms of grace and inclusion. No test of faith
was given before feeding multitudes.

Jesus invited his disciples to his table and fed them. There is no evidence that any were
'‘baptized'. Jesus died for the baptized and the unbaptized. Baptism (or confirmation) is a
commitment to follow Jesus. The Lord's Supper is an act of thanks, remembrance, and honor.
They are not related.

Baptism is a sign of commitment to Christ but one can share in the body of Christ before being
baptized. I believe in an open communion table. Baptism should be encouraged, but it is more
important that people understand what communion is and participate in it as an act of faith

2| AE0l Q-2 NEiS= S| [the act of confessing as a Christian]

Two separate sacraments - the Lord's Supper can be an invitation into the community of faith
and belief.

That is the God decision

That the two are distinct, and that baptism should not be used as some kind of barrier to
fellowship. Either all are welcome at the table because it is Christ's table, or only some are
welcome at the table because there is a litmus test of baptism placed first. Who is to say a
person couldn't not encounter Jesus Christ at the table before they are baptized?

In Baptism we identify with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. If I have not identified
with the one who invites me to the table, to eat his body and drink his blood, it is meaningless.

Access to communion with Our Lord is based on grace and not ritual.

Both are sacraments. Does it matter which order they are received. I think not!

The sacraments are both vital pieces of our life in the Lord. But neither depends on the other-
everything depends on God. Maybe God wants to bring someone to him with a communion-
first approach. Should I deny God? Maybe he wants to do it in a Baptism-first approach.
Should I deny God? Whether I live, die, baptize or take communion I seek the Lord's heart
and will. I think there are ways that we as humans may be more likely to respond to the Lord-
or respond more strongly... which is why there is so much of the Lord's power in baptism. But
that doesn't mean there is less power in the Lord's Supper.

All are welcome, even those who have not committed to faith.

Both sacraments are important but they are not pre-requisites for God's love and grace. They
are a means of experiencing God's grace within the covenant community. They are related
and tied to one another in that way.

It is the Lord's table. It is a sacred place. Some come to the table not fully aware of its meaning
but God can use that invitation to the table as part of his drawing them to him. It is not up to
me to decide who is eligible and who is not eligible to come to the Lord's table.

Jesus invited all to his table, to the great feast of God's grace even before Maundy Thursday's
supper.

That initiation to the mystery of Christ is not a prerequisite for partaking of Christ.

I think that my opinion on this depends on the interpretation of the phrase 'then invited into
deeper relationship with Christ through Baptism'. While I definitely agree that those who
haven't been baptized should be welcomed and included in communion, and that people
should always have the opportunity to be baptized and join the church, and that we should
encourage people in their discernment of this decision, I don't think that including it in the
Words of Institution or the Invitation to the Table is appropriate. The Lord's Table is open to
ALL people, because Christ died for all people. You can be a part of the Body of Christ without
being baptized. We as Presbyterians do not believe that Baptism is necessary for salvation, so
why would we do something that might lead people to think that they have to be baptized in
order to be part of the church, the Body of Christ, or partake in communion?
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They are linked in a dynamic way as sacraments instituted by our Lord and given as a
proclamation of the Gospel

God extends grace before we are even able to receive it. Jesus does not turn away the
stranger, but invites the stranger to become family.

I believe the Lord's Table is a place to experience the grace of God through Jesus, without
necessarily being able to explain what's going on. For some people, once this grace has been
experienced, they will want to be received into the community that stewards the gifts of the
Lord's Table, which would lead to baptism.

Baptism is important in coming to the Table, but the experience of coming to the Table can
also lead to Baptism.

It says that baptism, like communion, is a response to God's work in our lives. Failure to
respond to one does not negate another.

There is a relationship.

In Baptism, especially in baptism of infants, we believe that God's grace works in our lives
whether we are capable of responding to it or not. Perhaps welcoming people to the table
without first being baptized is an opening for grace through the power of the Holy Spirit. In
the words of institution, we say, 'Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast
which he has prepared.' The emphasis is on the word, 'trust.' It isn't that I think Baptism has
no place in relationship to the Lord's Table. I do. Both sacraments are essential in deepening
our life of faith, but I wonder if loosening the requirement for baptism will bring us one step
closer to what Jesus was instituting at the final meal with the disciples. Is requiring Baptism
another way of making our communion closed? Or does erring on the side of grace allow us to
witness to God's love in Jesus Christ to people who might otherwise be excluded?

I believe that the Lord's Table is Biblically a feast of inclusion. It is transgressed when it is
used to strengthen social barriers, especially those related to class and race. Unfortunately,
the Presbyterian Church (USA) is a historically white and affluent denomination. This fact
means that many of our requirements for participation (such as baptism) exclude people of
particular racial or socioeconomic backgrounds, though without particular malice. As long as
we remain a primarily white and affluent denomination, I do not believe that we have the
right to exclude anyone from the table.

That most people do not see a tight connection between being baptized and receiving
communion. Adults are baptized as part of joining the church and when it is convenient for
their extended family to be present.

Both of these Sacraments are gifts from God and not means to sanctification. I believe the
foundation of Baptism is God's gift of life, love, forgiveness, covenant and community and our
practice of Baptism affirms what God has already done. The absence of our church's act of
Baptism cannot negate what God has already done. God invites us to affirm and publicly
show and share what we, through faith and grace, have come to affirm. A similar theology
undergirds the practice of Communion. Would we say that someone is less of a Christian if a
year, or 2 years or 3 years had gone by without Communion?

that feeding people in the name of Christ, helping them feel a part of the community, can
bring them to baptism and perhaps it doesn't have to be the other way around.

Jesus asked us to remember him in this way through this meal. Children and adults need to
understand Christ's sacrifice and their understanding will increase with age and maturity. We
have been entrusted to pass on faith and when children and adults are baptized we make those
promises to help them grow in faith. The two can go hand in hand, but I would lean towards
baptism first and then communion.

Scripture does not have a hierarchy of one before the other. Once someone is invited to the
Lord's Table, the Holy Spirit works in their heart and leads them to a deeper commitment
which could be a request for baptism.
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The two are not as sequentially required as they have been in the past. Both are still the
Sacraments of the PCUSA.

It is of my opinion that the invitation is open to all regardless of anything we do.

Both are important, but is there a necessary succession?

The relationship, in my opinion would be the same.

Baptism is required for Lord's table.

That we have difficulty appropriately catechizing people. That we (in a good way) understand
that baptism is neither entry into our club or salvific so lack therein does not represent an
inability to move forward in the journey of faith. That we (in a bad way) are not careful about
our rituals/symbolism and so follow the spirit of the age.

I think of baptism as the wedding and accepting Christ as the engagement: we are married,
not legally but morally, at the engagement. It would be immoral of me to ask my love to marry
me and then be with someone else in the same way I would with her. The correlation in
baptism is that if I have accepted Christ as my Savoir (become engaged) then I have to grow
into the marriage (the wedding) and the life-long 'being' of marriage. But, how do we grow? By
participating in the community: the Lord's Table. Now, that doesn't mean that I have the
right of full participation: as for marriage I shouldn't 'play house,' as for serving Christ I
shouldn't be an officer without membership. The Lord's Table is a part of the community
coming together.

These are our sacraments. They are full of mystery. We encounter Christ in them. We connect
and reconnect with Christ and one another through them. If someone's faith journey leads
them to table before baptism and they are welcomed by Christ and in the community of faith,
I imagine the possibilities of nurture bearing the fruit of spiritual growth that far outweigh
fencing the table.

Baptism is the sign of being included in the covenant family. Communion is the family meal
of the people of God. We need to be careful that people understand what communion is really
about. There are strong warnings in Scripture about not doing so.

That God calls us each in different ways and that for some the experience of celebrating the
Lord's Table might be what draws them into wanting to be baptized into God's family.

Lord's Table can be a place/experience where people are introduced to Jesus and from there
can make a decision about baptism.

I do not recall the Lord requiring anyone to be baptized before they were fed in the Gospels.
God's grace appears where and when it will. Our appreciation of the sacraments truths grow
as we mature in faith regardless of what order we first come to them.

I think we should take seriously to consider the little children and forbid them not - for such is
the kingdom of heaven. In my congregation, it is two children whose mother is Baptist and
father is Presbyterian who are unbaptized and yet want to take communion.

At the Lord's Table everyone is welcome and is fed.

I think that we don't want to elevate the sacraments to the point where they get confused as
being salvific, but we also don't want to lower them to the point in which they are
meaningless. 'Unfencing' the table is good in nature, but something that should be done with
care, and done with an understanding that we should all move to an understanding of what
Christ did for us through the cross, and that we share in this death and resurrection through
the sacraments.

Baptism & Communion are both acts of witness in response to God's calling of us. They are
both open to the believer. One is not dependent on the other. Rather, both are in response to
God's calling thru Jesus Christ of us. Christ, in relation to both, told us to go and do.

I think more important than if someone has been baptized is the attitude of their heart in
coming to the table and I don't think Jesus would exclude anyone, baptized or not.

G-5



I believe that the Eucharist can be as an important seed in leading people to faith. Baptism is
a sign of commitment. I think they're quite different.

Because our faith is communal and covenantal and not just personal, Baptism is a powerful
sign that we are connected to Christ and one another. We come to the table because our lives
are under the authority and grace of Christ. We are so thankful for forgiveness and spiritual
feeding.

It has no more bearing than in Jesus' day with his disciples. Did Jesus require his disciples to
be baptized before inviting them to his table?

Baptism is less accessible and subject to way more church rules than the Lord's Table. People
can be welcomed to at nourished at the table without an appointment, class meetings,
verification, certificate, special clothes, photo ops, etc. Sorry, that's what we've done to
baptism.

Both are not ours but come to us as God's grace, which does not depend upon age or
understanding, or Presbyterian rules.

The sacraments are inextricably linked in our covenant life, but new people who are drawn to
this life in the church come in vastly different ways. Paul makes a point in the fourth chapter
of Romans that what is seen from the inside of religious institutions as a sine qua non -
circumcision, or Torah strictness, can find us opposing the hospitality of faith (trust) that is
the real foundation of our corporate life and its gatekeepers. It is more important to be a
good host than fear for the cultic practice of baptism.

Communion can be a step in a person's journey toward baptism.

The Reformed practice of infant baptism is a poignant example of the church's understanding
of God's providential and electing love. Moving the order of Baptism in the Christian's life has
the danger of making the table seem more about our choosing God, than God choosing us in
grace.

I believe baptism is not meant to be a door that shuts people out from the Lord's table, but
rather the gateway through which we become part of a community of faith where the
invitation to the Lord's table is received and where we experience the grace of God's real
presence through that sacrament. I feel that the Lord's Table can be used evangelistically to
those who are sincerely seeking a relationship with Jesus Christ. Welcoming seekers to the
Lord's table is something I find great value in. We can taste and see that the Lord is good, and
from there, we can go deeper in our commitment through baptism.

Jesus' gifts and nourishment at Table were not dependent upon baptism, so neither should
the gifts of the Lord's Table be contingent on baptism. It's the Lord's Table. Jesus Christ the
Lord can welcome whomever he pleases to dine.

The Lord's Table nurture's us in our faith by offering a connection to Jesus. Baptism is an
outward sign of the connection to Jesus. Both are important, however, what is most
important is the desire to be connected to God through Jesus.

Baptism is a ritual of invitation and welcome. God excludes no one.

I see that Christ invited all to the table, breaking boundaries all the time. It is the invitation to
the kingdom of God. It makes sense that baptism follows such an invitation.

Answer above is particularly relevant to children whose parents have chosen to defer baptism
for whatever reason. Those children should be included. Adults, not so.

They are not mutually exclusive, but are components that work together to bring people to a
deeper faith and connection with God in the Trinity and with the community.

baptism is entrance into the Body of Christ, hence the participation in Christ's fellowship,
discipleship, redeeming grace and peace: the two are interconnected and interrelated parts of
a whole salvation.
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While bathing is essential to living, eating is more so. We are at our most human in table
fellowship with others, and thus with Christ who was notorious for eating and drinking with
sinners. Both sacraments are to be used to teach and nurture people in faith. We too often
devalue baptism by just doing it, allowing grandparents to press sessions and pastors to
baptize infants/children, often no-resident, and then the church has little or no ability to fulfill
its side of the vows. Should we talk about baptized members instead of active (i.e., voting
members) of congregations?

The Lord's Supper is the witness of faith to an unbelieving world. Baptism is the entry into
the family of faith and through Baptism the invitation to participate. The unbaptized,
observing the witness of faith and hope realized, are invited to receive the Grace of God, be
baptized and then feast at the table. The Table is the witness of believers to the world.

Baptism is God first calling and loving us. The table is where we respond to that love
continually. For God's love to claim people at the table is to claim people with God's love and
presence. Baptism, then becomes an intentional response to being claimed by God's love.

These are not necessarily sequential, but they mutually inform one another

In general baptism comes first, but I have heard of people coming to Christ through receiving
the Sacrament and then requesting baptism.

It privatizes the sacraments and diminishes the outward sign that is intimately connected to
the Spirit's inner work. Also, it betrays the true nature of the church and will make the church
more difficult to discern.

It gets us closer to what the Lord's Supper meant when Jesus instituted it. He did not establish
ecclesial hoops for his disciples to jump through before being 'worthy.' He simply said to all of
them, 'Eat this, and remember me' — including Judas who was about to betray him. We have
no right or reason to turn away anyone who wants to receive Christ's meal.

The Lord's Table is open to all who by faith receive and believe, and baptism celebrates God's
love for us, even before we make any decision in the matter

I believe that the Assembly was in error by disconnecting the two.

To admit unbaptized to the table changes the understanding of baptism as admission into
God's family and communion as the meal provided by God for the family

Humans should not be guardians of the Table

The Holy Spirit works in many ways, not always decently and in order.

They are both roads to a deeper relationship with God.

This was previously a theological scruple for me. If someone feels drawn to the Lord's Table,
that is God's grace calling them and they should be welcomed. This drawing to the Table may
happen before s/he is baptized and should be considered a part of God's initiating grace,
calling that person to a life of discipleship. Appropriate pastoral care would include inviting
that person to be baptized, but it may not happen immediately.

They are interconnected but baptism can be initiated by a sense of call to the table.

That God is in charge and we are not.

Both are means of grace. Both can be entry points, both are communal and covenantal.

Baptism is more of a process than a one-time event. It's more about the grace of God working
in a person's life than the actual event.

I think there is a stronger relationship between baptism, communion and church life. If an
individual is a part of the church community, then I think either baptism or communion is
appropriate.




The Bible is clear that Jesus ate with sinners. The Feast should be the sign of ultimate
hospitality and all those who wish to be drawn closer to Christ should be invited to eat with
him. Baptism is a symbol of a life committed to Christ, and Scripture shows us that many
times those who were invited to dine with him were then compelled to faith in him. I believe
strongly that the sacraments are interconnected, but not that they must be given in any
specific order.

The Lord's table and Baptism are both forms of grace

Either sacrament might lead to the other. Both are a witness to the forgiveness of sin.

It's an open table that we are cared to foster and serve... while it's a sealing of salvation, I don't
think it's experienced as 'salvation' by folks today. It has become a wall, dividing force rather
than a unifying experience of disciple-edification.

Jesus' table is open to all and can be a gateway to baptism and discipleship.

It is not a requirement but an addition to one's place in the community.
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2OSte LB E HEHX| QA F AHAS AIOF g A QIL|C} [The Lord’s Supper is a ritual
sharing the bread and wine which symbolize the death of Christ until he comes back as he has
instituted. The communion has largely two elements. These are the first on the acts of
breaking the bread and pouring of wine, and the second on following the acts in ‘my body
given for you’ (Luke 22:19) and ‘covenantal blood, my blood which is shed for many’ (Mark
14:24). Jesus saw his own death as a sacrifice for building new covenant, and creation of God’s
righteous people by his own death of atonement. Receiving and confessing the faith is what
the communion means. The Lord’s Supper is not simply a remembrance celebration of the
past event. Therefore, those who are participating should examine themselves in order not to
make mistakes in casual participation without the expectation of the Holy Spirit.]

God works outside of time and sequence. However, baptism is seen as being born into the
Family of God and the Lord's Table as the family meal. One necessitates sequential priority
over the other. Yet, again, God works outside of our concept of time and sequence. Should
communion be taken before the act of baptism, I trust God's hand at work in that individual's
life. As a pastor, I am not the gatekeeper of the Table - only Christ is.

I think they are related as mysteries, as things that are bigger than theology or creeds or
denomination or even religion, they embody the wideness and love of God, events in the life of
the church that are fuller when experienced, not just talked about or specifically defined in
confessions, they are central to the life of the church and unite not only a particular church,
but all people, strengthening them to more fully share the love of God with the world. It
should be added, I don't think election is about salvation, but rather being elected to
participate in God's Grace, and to share God's love as Christ's hands and feet
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Baptism is a means/sign of God's grace and a sign of entry into the life of Christ and the
church community. The Lord's Supper makes most theological sense for those in the covenant
community.

I have to go with Wesley on this one: some will be called from the Table to faith. I know it is
not B.0.0. Lo siento. [I'm sorry.]

Baptism is very important in the life of the believer. Reformers have traditionally held that a
believer would desire to receive this 'mark of the covenant' as soon as is reasonably possible.
To encourage those to participate in the Lord's Supper without clearly understanding that this
is a sacrament for believers only is to encourage them to eat and drink damnation to
themselves according to Paul. Should a believer who has not been baptized be encouraged to
receive the Lord's Supper? Yes. They should also be instructed as to the importance of
receiving baptism. To encourage participation as a way to Christ, etc. is to go against the clear
teaching of the Bible.

They are both sacraments.

While I believe that baptism should precede participation in Communion, I also have never
barred someone from this sacrament because they weren't yet baptized. I do like the pastoral
care element that is implied in the invitation to be baptized.

I am against anything that dogmatically causes these two Sacramental entry points in one's
growing relationship with God and with God's church to in reality become barriers.

I believe that baptism brings one into the Church of Jesus Christ. The Lord's Supper is the
meal of that Church. However, we are not to fence the table, and keep people away from this
means of grace. We have no control over Jesus, nor ability to require him to act as we would
have him act. Ultimately, it's between Jesus and the person receiving the sacrament. Ours are
just the hands serving it. The rules around Baptism and the Lord's Supper were written by
fallible humans attempting to explain something beyond human comprehension. The is
another example of that. (I was a commissioner at GA, and I'm still confused!)

We are introduced to a family at dinner and later join the family. I don't read anything in
scripture that indicates a firm order to the Sacraments. On both God meets us with grace.

All are welcome to the table even if not baptized.

Both sacraments represent God's loving grace. While they are related, neither sacrament
serves as a prerequisite to the other.

That the Spirit of God is free to operate outside of the sacramental practice of any one faith
tradition.

To me, the Lord's table reminds us of what Christ has done to give us life. Baptism is similar,
but includes more language about how we respond to God's gift in Christ. So in some sense, it
would be more appropriate to celebrate the Lord's Supper first, and respond with Baptism.

Both are signs of God's love and grace. Requiring one to accept the other is a human construct
of who is 'in' and who is 'out.' God's love is more inclusive than human rules.

Baptism should not be a condition which gains access to the Table or restricts participation.
The joyful feast of the people of God should be inclusive and welcoming of any who are
wanting to experience the sacrament.
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I think the two are connected and yet I Don't think we have the right to reserve the Table for
only those whom we either deem fit, buy into our religious practices or deny communion to
those who have yet to be baptized. The disciples weren't baptized when they at the table and
the table is supposed to be a great equalizer where all gather from north and south, east and
west to feast. I believe though that a person should believe in Jesus Christ as they come to the
table. I believe that a person needs to be on a spiritual journey and the hope would be that
through communion and faith a person would then desire to be baptized as an outward
symbol of an inward grace. I think that we don't have the right to withhold communion as it
might be a means of grace for someone who has never received grace in such a manner. The
two should still remain our sacraments and we should be disciplining people in such a way
that if they have not yet been baptized that they are encouraged and invited to understand its
meaning and purpose and thus moved closer to making a decision about being baptized but it
shouldn't be a condition of receiving the grace of Christ through communion.

It says that the arrow of direction could sometimes move from the table to the font. The Spirit
blows in many directions and so we should assume this movement sometimes happens this
way, too, and not only the reverse.

'all may do what's right in their mind'

I will be reflecting on this decision for many months to come. I fear that it is a misguided
application of a wonderful impulse. Yes, God's grace is at work in our lives, even before we are
aware of it. Yes, perhaps communion can be an instrument of that grace and lead someone to
a deeper relationship with God. However, the life of the Christian is distinctive. We are called
to be different than the culture. Baptism and communion are set apart as Sacraments as two
ways we embody that distinctiveness. I have not yet decided how this new decision will be
implemented in my church--or if it will be implemented in my church.

Both are symbols of grace to me. God's gift to humanity. Baptism is rightly administered first
but exclusion is never a good thing.

God's grace (represented by communion) should be freely offered. Baptism is part of the
joyful response to God's grace and sign of further commitment.

We've perverted the understanding of the Lord's table over the centuries from what Christ
said at the original 'Lord's' table - the Passover meal.

it says that nether sacrament is primary, they are both signs of God's grace

That Christ welcomes all to the table and desires a relationship with them.

Baptism and the Lord's Supper continue to be vitally linked. But the connection is not about
what we understand, but what God is doing in our lives.

It's connected but the Lord's Table isn't hospitable if people are denied access because of a
lack of baptism, which we can't just do on the spur of the moment

It's troubling that we're contemplating this.

Baptism is a means of God's grace which is available to all!

A guest in one's house is not seated in another room while the family meal is served. Extra
chairs are pulled up to the table. Jesus broke bread with people of all backgrounds too.

Its all about grace, one way or the other. If someone come to the table hungry for their soul to
be nourished by the body and blood of Christ, why would there ever be a gate? Why would we
ever hinder how God may be working in that individual, within the understanding that God is
sovereign? Further, why can it not be a catalyst for baptism, and thus a deeper understanding
of grace?
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I will still tend to encourage baptism before coming to the Table, but life as a pastor tells me
that people learn in different ways. Perhaps some first need to make the decision to come to
the table and in being fed realize they are being called by Jesus to believe in him. The
churches I serve in always have visitors present on communion Sundays and I already issue an
invitation to the table to the adults in the room that love Jesus to come to the table where
Jesus sits as host regardless of their membership status to our church or any church. The
relationship of baptism to communion is more like a Mobius strip than a linear progression
Eating and drinking together makes us yearn to renew our baptismal promises, renewing our
baptismal promises makes us hunger and thirst.

It is Jesus' table and the Lord invites all who seek to know him or meet him for the first time
to gather at the table. Baptism depends on the claim of God upon us - long before we claim
God in return. The same claim of God upon us before the waters of baptism hit our heads is
the same claim which invites us to the table.

All who profess faith in Jesus as their Lord and Savior should be welcome at His Table

It’s also about the role of the Holy Spirit.

It is an acknowledgement that God can reach people through myriad means. When that
happens, we should rejoice rather than hinder.

That the church is open to let the grace of God move according his sovereignty. Since we are
administrators of the grace, as a church, we are keeping our sensibility to the Lord of Grace
and his will to let others come and enjoy them (Sacraments) in the perfect time, not ours.

They are both vital to life as a Christian. For those born to Christian parents, I believe baptism
should take place in infancy, with communion received by young children. They are born into
the family of faith through baptism, and nourished in their growth at the Lord's Table.
However, I recognize that others come to faith later in life or have a different story. I believe
that the Lord's Table can actually be a place of conversion, as a seeker encounters the presence
of Christ in bread and wine shared with welcoming believers. I know some Christians who
have come to faith this way and were baptized later. Welcoming sinners and saints to Christ's
table of grace is more important to me than making sure people follow a proper protocol or
order.

It opens up communion to all while still recognizing that they must be connected.

I never check for ID to see if someone wanting communion has been baptized. How would we
enforce that in our mobile and secularizing world today anyway? We want people to want to
come to church, not have more reasons to stay away.

The Lord's table should be open to all who come seeking connection with Christ and his
church.

I 'fence the Table' by issuing the invitation to all those who trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior. Not all of those have been baptized (I always think of the thief on the cross). I do
invite baptized children who have been through a time of instruction about the meaning and
significance of the Lord's Supper. Faith in Christ is essential. Baptism is highly important, the
sign and seal of God's saving work. But if that faith is present in advance of Baptism, I believe
the Table should be open to all who profess it. I have had the joy of celebrating several adult
baptisms, following professions of faith in Jesus Christ. I do believe that offering the
invitation for anybody at all--no matter what they believe, whether they have professed faith
in Christ or not-- is highly inappropriate.

This separates the sacrament of the Lord's Supper from the community of faith. It becomes
more an individual exercise than communal.

Both signs of God's grace.
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Baptism is God's mark of grace welcoming us into God's covenant family. The Sacrament of
the Lord's Supper is God's spiritual food which all believers need, not only those who have
been baptized. There is no record that all of the disciples who ate the Last Supper had been
baptized, we should not place requirements or fences around the Lord's Table.

Not a prerequisite

I think it says that we have two, co-equal sacraments as a way of experiencing the grace of
God...and it lessens the perception that baptism is an initiation ritual (you must do this to be a
'real Christian'). That perception (of initiation) cheapens the reality of experiencing God's
grace and the depth of that moment. I also worry that requiring baptism limits some children
who would be fed and nurtured at the table (but have not been baptized for any number of
reasons). Also, if baptism is required, it makes communion appear to be a subordinate, or
secondary, sacrament, which is false.

If you have sincerely professed faith in Christ, there is no reason to delay Baptism. We fully
understand salvation is by faith. However, faith leads to obedience. Jesus teaches us that we
are to baptize those who profess him. Why take the Lord's Supper if you are unwilling to be
baptized? This breaks the relationship. Prior to the above change they were linked to one
another, and I believe faithful so. Passionate I am, it's not a life or death issue.

To me, it says that Baptism and the Lord's Table a stops on a distinctly Christian journey that
people respond to as they are led by the Spirit. These are rituals to desiring a life with God in
Christ.

It says that God's grace has power to move, inspire, embrace within the context of
communion, in the context of receiving and serving one another tangible grace which can lead
to invite and incorporate folks into the community of faith. Communion with others can be
the very grace someone needs to make their way to baptism.

It changes our practice in a helpful way.

They are meant to go together but neither is salvific. This has been the practice of the vast
majority in our church for years.

both are signs of God's grace, only signs not God's grace itself. I dare not exclude any whom
the Lord has called to participate and I prefer to error on the side of showing grace.

The Table of Christ is a table of invitation and welcome -Jesus never refused fellowship with
anyone and it just seems to me that those who are exploring their relationship to God will feel
more encouraged to have a relationship with God if they feel welcome at the Table of Grace
and Inclusion. Baptism is seen in the reformed tradition as the beginning of a lifelong journey
with Christ. If we take a journey, we like to go with people we already know and feel we can
count on. To me the requirement to journey with Christ before we have had a chance to
fellowship with Christ at the Table has always seemed a little backward. By opening the Table
to those who are searching, we are making it more likely that they will want to take life's
journey with Christ through their 'eventual’ baptism.

That is more affirmation of what God is doing in the life of an individual, than a sign of
something that I have publicly declared. This also seems to fit with the way that God works, it
is never 'in order' in all believers’ journey. I have never asked people if they have been
baptized before I serve them communion anyway, nor would I. If someone wants to
experience that grace of God in communion then who am I to stop them.

no comment

It is a pastoral response that takes seriously where a person 'is' in his or her life and extends
invitational grace.

They are not sequential; they are similar in being sacraments of God's grace, but dependent on
each other. Each is sufficient in a particular circumstance.
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It confirms the freedom of the Holy Spirit. Both sacraments are signs and seals of God's action
in human life. Though adoption into the body ordinarily precedes communion, the Spirit is
free to draw seekers to the body through the experience of inclusion at Christ's table.

It disconnects the two and commitment from the Table

I think it says more about how we understand the Lord's Table - can we open it to all? That is
what people want from us. I no longer believe that our table should be closed to those who
have not been baptized. I think baptism is a worthy sacrament and helps us understand our
relationship to grace. I think the table also helps us understand our relationship to grace, but
when the table is not fully open to those in the worshiping community it becomes confusing
and prohibits us from being fully loving as Christ loved.

All are welcome, without restriction, at the table. And also, at the font, for those who believe.
No sequence is enforced.

The Lord's Table can lead people to baptism as they 'taste and see that the Lord is good.'

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is meant for those who are a part of the family of faith (in
a formal way) -- baptism is the means by which individuals become part of the family of faith
(in a formal way).

It separates one from the other. It raises a classic concern about people receiving communion
with a lack of knowledge and understanding.

Son dos Sacramentos distintos, bien importantes . Pero todos y todas estan invitados a la
mesa [They two different sacraments, they are very important. However, everybody is invited
to the table]

in Baptism, we claim God's love dripped upon us as we step into new life with Christ. Part of
that new life is connected in remembering his death and resurrection, until he comes again

God extends grace; therefore, we should extend it. If receiving Communion leads an
unbaptized person deeper into God's grace, then we should not fence off that avenue.

Both Baptism and the Lord's Supper are God's gift to us to encourage us and our trust in God.

they are both signs believers are commanded and invited to partake.

Both reflect our belonging to Christ

The Grace made available through the Sacraments is not dependent on those administering
them. It seems to me perfectly consistent with the Reformed emphasis of God's ultimate
sovereignty not to limit access to the Lord's Table to those who have been baptized, just as we
decided years ago to admit baptized children to the Lord's Table.

Both speak to God's grace. Lord's Table may be a first experience leading to Baptism.

I still believe that we come to the Lord's Table after having confessed our desire to be a
Christian and part of the body of Christ. That is concretized through baptism. I feel that what
the PCUSA is doing is watering down many principles, hoping that more people will gravitate
to the church. We send a message of 'y'all come and do whatever.' I became a member of
PCUSA when I was 10 years old. At the beginning of each congregational meeting the roll was
called. My name was called. That act held me accountable as a member to be present, or if I
could not be present, request in advance to be excused. Today, we just look around the room,
count heads and announce that is a quorum. Often, persons who are not actual members vote
on items of business. But the point I am making is that we stop doing things because we want
to seem more 'laid back' and casual to attract people. We often give in to people saying they
don't want to spend a lot of time in church or in a meeting. In so doing, we have a casual
watered-down denomination. More and more, members are wanting less structure. The
question is: Is this really helping us to be more dedicated and committed disciples?

all are invited to the table but there is nothing that we have to do to earn a place there

I think it is 'technically and theologically' correct...but God knows the heart of the one
receiving the elements.




Baptism and the Table are still deeply connected as means of grace and signs of God's faithful
love. The change is the logical extension of the open table: we don't need to qualify for
Communion. Just as baptism bears witness to a grace that precedes be outward sign, so the
open table bears witness to a boundless grace where all are welcome.

Baptism is entry into the family. The Table is the family meal. I think that this actually helps
us reach out because it invites commitment.

Rather than baptism as a gateway to the table, this change sees these two sacraments as
continually feeding into each other. It also acknowledges the reality that with so many people
growing up unchurched, the Lord's Table is often their first invitation to get close to God in a
tangible way. Baptism becomes a stumbling block to faith if we use it as a roadblock to a
deeper communion with Christ for those who are coming to the faith later in life having not
been baptized.

Both are commandments for believers and are visible signs of invisible grace

The relationship is not a linear one, but an organic one. Logically, it makes sense that faith is
confirmed first in baptism, then fed at the Lord's Table. But this is an example of how
theological logic as a human system must never override the creative, imaginative movement
of the Holy Spirit. Faith is not always linear.

Baptism is not the gateway. God can work through the sacrament of the Lords Supper

We're willing to be less uptight about the rules if it will help people come to Jesus.

Both are expressions of God's grace and our response of gratitude. Baptism is our response to
God's love and claim on our lives that calls for our response of grateful service. The table
reveals God's grace in calling all to be in community, to share in God's abundance, and to
share that abundance with our neighbors in need.

Jesus' invitation to the table is unconditional. It should lead all who come towards a deeper
relationship with Christ.

In brief - Baptism is a welcoming into the Covenant community and a recognition of God's
grace. Communion is an experience of the presence of God in community. That can come to
anyone by God's grace. Baptism is once and for all. Communion is renewal and repeatable
any time one seeks God's presence.

Baptism is the gateway to the table. Yes, the table is fenced so that only the members of the
community may participate at it.

Baptism is a public statement of accepting Jesus as your Lord and Savior. The Table is spread
for all people those who do and those who do not accept Jesus. Anyone can come to the Table

and be fed - it is a more considered choice to seek baptism. Baptism is a once and for all while
the Table is a renewal.

I hold this for two reasons: in the case of unbaptized children, some parents wish to reserve
baptism for a time when the child will remember and be able to affirm the faith for
themselves- I do not believe these children who otherwise participate in the life of the Church
should be excluded from the Table; In our congregation, people confess their faith in Christ in
preparation for receiving Communion and are nourished in their faith through receiving the
elements. I do not know where Jesus made being baptized a condition of receiving the meal.

this removes the sealing of our faith through the sacrament of baptism

I see it as rite of initiation, but were members of the early church baptized prior to sharing in
supper as in Acts 2?

The family meal is for members of the family. Baptism is the sign of entry into membership of
the family

Our baptism with water & Holy Spirit is a response and recognition of the claim and baptism
God has already bestowed upon the individual... so to say they are not baptized, just because
they haven't been formally recognized as baptized by the church is pretty narrow thinking...
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I can see both sides on this issue. I personally would never be comfortable 'fencing the table'
and denying the Lord's Supper to anyone who wanted to receive it. Part of our Reformed
understanding of the Lord's Supper is that in that meal we receive spiritual nourishment to
grow in our faith and discipleship. I also believe, though, that this language could start to
cause problems in our understanding of the relationship between Baptism and the Lord's
Supper, particularly in what I would consider to be a crucial Reformed understanding that
Baptism is the beginning not the culmination of our journey with Christ, as God chooses us
before we even know how to respond to that call. I believe if someone truly wants to receive
the Lord's Supper then they are ready to be baptized, and that conversation should take place,
but I don't feel that the old wording was inadequate.

Some who aren't baptized have already been baptized by the Spirit. I believe Baptism in the
Spirit is a requirement, as evidence of trust in Jesus. Jesus invites all who trust in Him to
share His table. I wouldn't have a blanket policy for the unbaptized. If they trust in Him,
they're welcome (& should be invited to be baptized). If they don't, they should wait.

The mere question appears to beg the fact that we are uncertain, myself included, about the
relationship between the two. I can make an argument for both positions and have embraced
both positions. Today, I find that I lean toward baptism being a prerequisite to receive
Communion because Communion is an act of and for the church community (admittedly,
both originate from God's grace) and the church is comprised of the baptized (our polity
suggests as much). More an more I sense that we must extenuate our Christian
distinctiveness--not for the purpose of exclusion, but for the purpose of better understanding
our own identity.

It changes our traditional understanding.

Should not be a requirement. We need to invite as many people to the table as possible.

It diminishes Baptism; it suggests it is an optional experience and that Jesus didn't mean it
when he commanded us to baptize. It ruptures the integrity of the sacraments.

I don't think that Baptism is necessarily a prerequisite for being invited to the Lord's Table,
but I do think the two are closely related. It is possible that someone may feel drawn to the
table and it's abundant grace as part of their faith journey. I would certainly think the call to
baptism would naturally accompany such a call. A person who is entering the faith should not
be made to feel unwelcome at the table. God's grace is neither given nor withheld by human
beings, but is the gift of God.

Traditionally Baptism leads us to the Table. Although this muddies those waters (no pun
intended) I am not totally uncomfortable with the Table leading to subsequent baptism.

It says that the call to the covenant and sacrament of baptism can be initiated by an
experience of being welcomed and received by God. It expresses that dying and rising with
Christ, starts with God and we respond to God's leading.

They are connected and baptism should proceed Communion.

Both are signs of God's prevenient grace.

Baptism used to be the gate by which people experienced grace and were invited to the Table.
However, in the 21st Century it is more often the Table at which people experience grace and
are then subsequently invited to the font where they are asked to make a commitment to the
God who has already made a commitment to them. This change does shift our understanding
of the Table away from the Feast of the Faithful and towards the parable of the Wedding Feast
where the least and the lost are gathered in. I am theologically comfortable with this shift and
suspect that in this post-denominational age most churches have already made this shift in
praxis if not in theology. My only hesitation in this regard is the way in which it breaks with
2,000 years of sacramental practice and how that might impact our ecumenical relationships.




Baptism should not be a divisive dictated experience required for any standing in the church.
Grace is grace and received from God through Jesus Christ. Our very roots have said and
indicated that the table is open to all who follow Jesus. It is my understanding that we have
moved past earning our Elder granted communion coin in order to approach the table.

I believe this makes for less of a hierarchy between the two sacraments. It maintains a
relationship between the two. It allows for a gracious invitation to the table and an invitation
to baptism.

An open table confirms for me that it is God who initiates a relationship with us. This is one
of the reasons why I appreciate infant baptism, for God loves us long before we can knowingly
respond in love towards God. These two sacraments are intricately bound, each inviting an
individual into a deeper relationship with Christ.

Baptism is not required for salvation, yet, it is a public way of expressing the inward change
that occurs in those who believe in Jesus as Savior. Nevertheless, it is not up to me to
determine who is or is not in a relationship with Jesus by faith. But if we do away with all
standards of faith and practice will we still be church? The only thing which marks us as
unique and different from all other civic organizations and institutions is our relationship to
Jesus the Christ. When we fail to make proclamation of Jesus especially in the sacraments
then we are no different from the Lions Club, the Rotarians, the Fraternal Order of Police, or
any other civic group. It is our proclamation and relationship with Jesus that makes us
Christian and the Church. To allow people to participate in the Lord's Supper without
baptism, while making us feel good about our openness to others, denies that which makes us
Christian.

While we currently say all who are baptized, it is possible that people who have not been
baptized partake of the Lord's Supper. You cannot tell from one's outward appearance. If we
allow people who have not been baptized to come to the table, we are opening the table to all
who believer without any prerequisites. Baptism then becomes an invitation to grow deeper
in faith and publically profess one's belief.

I do not believe in a fenced table. I believe in the calling of the spirit. I am also not going to
check for baptism credentials as we pass the plate.

Both are entry points to the other and into the life of the church.

Baptism then Lord's Table. The Lord's Table is a community meal. Baptism is welcoming into
the community through profession of one's faith (parents' faith). We should encourage people
to become part of the community first, and then enjoying the Lord's meal.

I think the invitation to the Table should be to Christ and in response to the Word and Spirit
(not just to 'try' the Table) . . . if so, then baptism soon afterwards makes sense. Baptism is
the sign of incorporation into the covenant, of which the Table is the meal. Ordinarily,
baptism should precede, but I think honoring a response to Christ's presence through the
Word and at the Table is a fitting order when it happens.

The Baptism is acceptance into the household of God. The Lord's Supper is a means of grace
for those who partake

There's no distinct or proper order to receiving the sacraments in my mind. One can and
SHOULD be an invitation to the other, and the cycle should repeat every time we witness a
baptism and every time we're invited to the Table.

Baptism is meant to offer entry, or belonging. Often, family or community membership
happens through table fellowship, and table fellowship is a matter of hospitality, something
central to the life of the Church. I hate the idea that someone who wanted to seek the
fellowship of the church through the Lord's Supper would not be welcomed because they had
never been baptized. I understand the linkage theologically, but pastorally, excluding folks
from the table seems to run against the great ends of the Church. The table can serve as a
means of grace, but also as an act of welcome, and hence, a sharing of the Good News.
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Although it may weaken the previously-held 'doorway to the communion of the family'
practice, it also opens the doorway wider for those who feel a need to receive Holy
Communion and learn more about the importance of Christ and His Church.

Instead of a linear understanding (first baptism, then the Lord's supper) it affirms that we
never merit God's gifts of grace. God's grace may first come to us through the table. (Sara
Miles in her book, Take This Bread, gives a personal example of how God comes to us in ways
we cannot control.)

All are welcome!

It says that even a soul that does not yet know Christ can still be fed by him. It says that
commitment to the body is not required in order to receive grace.

It says that God works in ways we cannot control. For some attending worship and being
included at the table is the first time they feel the tangible presence of God. Once they have
been included that are ready to learn more which may lead them to baptism.

I believe baptism should remain a requirement for coming to the Table. The oldest document
we have outside of the NT, the Didache, affirms this requirement. Baptism is a replacement of
circumcision, a sign of entrance into the covenant community. The Lord's Table is a
fulfillment of Passover, which is Christ's invitation to share in His life and death.

I have always liked the Methodist position: If you feel your heart warmed by grace, you should
be allowed at the table.

They are still connected. We cannot systematize God's working in people or control access to
grace.

Baptism remains a rite of initiation, but the table is an opportunity for evangelism. It is Christ
who welcomes people to his table, even the unwashed. (Matthew 15:1-20)

The Lord's table is open to all. Jesus didn't demand that the tax collectors and sinners be
baptized before he ate with them. Both the Table and Font are powerful symbols of God's
unconditional love, acceptance and grace.

That the warnings of Scripture about coming to the table are no longer relevant in the PCUSA
and that we have lost our way when it comes to understanding the Supper as an expression of
the covenant community that we enter, according to the command of Jesus, through the
visible act of baptism.

I think it mostly affects unbaptized children, whose parents have chosen to let them wait to be
baptized. The 'stigma’' in worship to be one of the only ones not welcomed to the table can be
a problem for these families.

Both are gifts of grace from God and should not be dependent on the other. I think
recognizing that participation in the Lord's Table is communion with God and the community
of faith should be an invitation to the grafting of one's life into the Body of Christ. Meanwhile
the Lord's Table serves as a door for an individual to experience grace in the midst of
community.

Opening the table to all, baptized or not, provides an opportunity for someone to become so
nourished that they wish to symbolize their incorporation into the body of Christ by baptism.

Both are a means of grace by which we might come to know and be known by God. Both are
sacraments to be taken seriously by the church.

I think it points to a reality of our lives today: that there are times when a child or young
person has not been baptized, and may not live in a home where the idea of baptism would be
welcomed. That child, however, may find her/himself in a situation of attending worship with
a friend or relative, when to be turned away from the Table because of a situation out of that
child's control could cause the child to feel rejected by God and/or the church. To welcome
her/him to the table would allow for a witness to God's love and acceptance of everyone. So, I
think what it says is that our timetables are not always the Lord's timetables.

Concerned that people are going to be taking communion in an unworthy manner.




I think it is extremely important, but not to the point that I would bar any believer from the
Table. Sometimes there are circumstances that have been in play that have prevented
someone from being baptized, no matter how ridiculous someone may think they are. If there
is someone present who professes Jesus Christ as his or her Savior, s/he should be welcomed
to the Table. With open arms!

Sometime folks come to faith later in life even if they were not Baptized as children. The
Lord's table is a place of nurture & blessing.

The desire to share in the meal at the Table can be a powerful motivator to come to baptism. I
think that the traditional view of baptism prior to joining the community at the table reflects
the life of the early church and its need to prepare people thoroughly in Christian teaching and
life-style before becoming a 'full' member. Today, I think it is acceptable that participation
leads to deeper understanding.

What this means is that the Lord's Table is a means of commuting God's grace to people,
regardless of baptismal status or religious background.

I've always held that the Spirit works in mysterious ways to bring people into closer
relationship with God and Christ. Just as with little children, I believe that if they reach out for
the bread and wine, we are called to educate and guide them towards baptism. However, I also
believe that the Spirit will or will not move a person to accept baptism and that God knows
who has been chosen. This is a complicated issue and needs to be handled on a case by case
basis by the pastor and the person in question.

Jesus didn't require it, neither should we.

We have forgotten about being born again. If one is dead, why does one need to partake of
food? If one has not been born again, why does not need to partake of the elements by which
we are nourished spiritually? What a mess up!

Baptism is the sacrament of entrance into God's family and, traditionally, Communion is the
Family of God gathered at the table.

It says that the sign of our union with Christ is not very important.

It removes Baptism as a requirement to receive communion, and is a practice already quite
common, in my experience, to the invitation to the table.

Salvation is by grace through faith. Baptism is very important but I think that Jesus would
offer communion to faithful yet not yet baptized followers. Baptism is an act of faithful
obedience to Jesus' command.

They are complementary, rather than exclusionary.

All who believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior need to be allowed to take
communion.

It says that God can put the means of grace in any order God wants; as God does so, the Spirit
will call the Church to be intentional about inviting people into both.

Both are ways through which God's presence is made known to us, draws us together, and
nourishes us in faith and purpose.

Baptism is a 'sign and seal' of the divine. At the Lord's Table we profess that we come into the
presence of the divine (Christ is with us). There should be no barriers to this holy event.

Invitation to the Lord's Table can be a way to include someone one the 'fringes'. It can open up
a person to repentance and lead to baptism.
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In baptism we are grafted into the Body of Christ and become part of the covenant of faith,
baptism is simply a visible sign of an invisible grace; and in baptism we grow in and learn to
trust Christ as savior. Talk to any children or adults baptized as infants, no one remembers
their own baptism but we celebrate it vicariously by watching and participating the baptism of
others. Since we experience Christ at both the font and the Table, the former may lead us into
a deeper understanding of what it means to be a member of a faith community; and yet at the
Lord's Table we remember Christ is with us as we celebrate the Sacrament. In my view
experiencing God's grace at the table may bring about a faith awakening, resulting in a person
wanting to be baptized. I fully support non baptized individuals to receive community. It is the
feast of God for the people of God.

This proposal is a weakening of our sense of being God's own people.

The Lord's Table is intended for those who are his followers and baptism is the formal 'mark’
of the commitment to follow Christ. Thus, only those who claim Christ as Lord and Savior
should be invited to the Lord's Table, but if not yet baptized, should be challenged
subsequently to make that commitment.

Under the change, Baptism is no longer a prerequisite for participation at the Table. I oppose
the change, preferring the long-standing tradition of the Church.

Baptism, or the mark of God's call, is still the foundational sacrament, but there is no magical
quality of Baptism--it is a sign and seal of what God is already doing and has already done. So
invitation is essential, but there is no sin in recognizing and allowing the change of heart in
the Spirit to be acknowledged and fed in Eucharist prior to Baptism.

The Lords Table is open to all people. It is God's table and not ours. We should not set limits
on who can come to the table. If an unbaptized person feels moved to take the sacrament they
should be as welcome as anyone else.

Normally baptism should precede Communion; however, especially in the case of very young
children the lessons of the community of faith can be demonstrated and taught through
inclusion in the Lord's Table.

I think of this in terms of children. Children, by grace, are invited to the table regardless of
baptism (at least in my experience, not by church law). As children of God, I believe that
those seeking to have a relationship with Christ, even if they have not yet been baptized,
should be welcomes to the table.

God's acceptance and grace trumps all else

since it is not a requirement for participation it affirms God's grace for each whether they
acknowledge it in baptism or not. Those who still wonder about baptism's significant are able
to share in the reality of community offered in communion and the presence of Christ offered
unconditionally.

I am still trying to get my head around that one. This goes against our Confessions (of course,
since when has that mattered). As children of the Covenant, Baptized into the community of
faith, I can justify communion to those who have not made public profession (though I am not
entirely comfortable with it). As an adult one comes to Christ, we enter the Covenant
Community by Baptism and with that community we celebrate the Sacrament. This change
says that they have nothing in common. I am disgusted by this potential change.

They still remain interconnected and both point to God's graceful actions. By putting baptism
before communion takes away the sense that some people come to baptism through an
awareness of the grace found at the table. A baptized child may learn at the table as well as an
unbaptized adult. While we are justified by God alone, our acts of sanctification continue to
reveal to us and help us claim more and more the miracle of God's justification.

It affirms that the table is an open invitation of God's grace to all who want to come

Baptism is extremely important, but I think the Table should be open to all who put their trust
in him. Baptism should come before, but can also come afterwards.
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Baptism is a visible sign of an invisible grace. That grace includes recognizing that we are
children of God, members of the family of faith. The Lord's Table is our family table
fellowship, if you will, where Christ presides and the children of God gather to be fed and
sustained. But surely guests are invited into people's homes to join the family at dinner! A
guest does not degrade or contaminate or belittle the dinner. In fact, the family might be more
grateful for a meal they so often take for granted as they realize not everyone gets to enjoy this
company and joyful Feast.

It tells folks that Baptism and the Lord's Supper are just happy-go-lucky ceremonies. That is
more akin to the Quakers, Salvation Army and Unitarians

Baptism should not be a barrier to the invitation to the Lord's table. To make it so flies in the
face of the meaning of the table, which is Christ's invitation to each of us, to show we are
accepted. To do otherwise sure looks like 'works righteousness." I HOPE that this change is
made in the directory!

We say that these are our only two sacraments, baptism is a sign of our belonging to the family
- the table is the family meal. Changing it to open it up to the unbaptized says that it's not
important to join the family.

that the table is open to anyone and everyone and as a gift of God. Baptism is the moment of
the welcome to the church to take a vow of commitment to learn and grow in God's kingdom

I have been raised with the understanding that we are welcomed to the Lord's Table after
Baptism, which is something I respect. However, I have come to think the more hospitable
and gracious thing for us to do is to welcome people to the table and then make that an
opportunity to engage with them about belief and, eventually, baptism.

Both are mystical ways of connecting to and with God, neither essential for salvation, both
means of grace.

That they would be invited to be baptized is important here. There is an important connection
of baptized into the faith community and sealed as God's own and the Lord's table as we
remember and embrace what Jesus Christ did for us but, I don't think anyone should be kept
from the table if they feel called to participate. Although i can't speak for God, I think God can
handle that just fine!

The table and font are connected. One leads to the other. One gives identity, the other
continues to celebrate it, again and again. The table and what happens at it cannot be
separated from baptism.

I do not know the baptismal status of each of the disciples who were present at the Last
Supper. Had all of them followed Jesus' example? It is the Lord's table and we are not the
monitors of the efficacy of the sacrament in the person's life.

I think it says that there is a stronger connection between being washed in the waters of
baptism and being invited by Jesus to the Lord's table. It says that both are equally important,
and understanding of one informs understanding of the other. There is also a pastoral
sensitivity that someone may be present in worship and invited to the Lord's table before they
have explored baptism, as we live in a society were religion is less of a given in someone's
upbringing, I don't think it can be assumed that someone has been offered, whether as an
infant or adult, the opportunity to be baptized.

Connected, not essential. What is essential is that no one be excluded from table.

If the Lord's Supper is a means of grace, then it could be an avenue through which someone
would come to faith and lead that person to baptism. Anyone receiving communion must be
instructed on its meaning, however. Practically, I don't see how we would check someone's
'baptismal credentials' before serving them the supper.
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I think Baptism should be necessary for someone to partake in the Lord's Supper. If you want
to invite a non-baptized person to partake, you will need to be fairly earnest in pursuing them
for baptism. So, I could possibly consider this new change, but I'm skeptical that a real
invitation for baptism will be continually pursued, either by the pastor of the non-baptized
person.

This change allows for those who have not yet been baptized to have an opportunity to meet
Christ at the table of grace. It allows for someone to begin to hunger and thirst for a
relationship with Christ which will then be marked in baptism. To require baptism is to
prevent the Holy Spirit from working through the sacrament of Holy Communion which
might be the best entry (before baptism) for a particular person and lead to a desire to receive
the sacrament of baptism as a result of being welcomed at Christ's table.

Persons meet Christ at the table. So come if you are baptized; if you believe; if you want to
believe

The two are united and neither should be treated as primary. The table may be the most
evangelical moment in Presbyterian worship. To refuse table fellowship to one who is seeking
to understand faith seems contrary to the movement of the gospel.

Not much -- I do not see where the disciples were baptized at the time of the institution of the

table by Jesus. Moreover, it can be interpreted as a meal shared with Jesus -- and many of the
people who did that were never baptized. It opens up a dialogue about the faith, then it seems
like it should be allowed.

Although we regard baptism as a rite of initiation that comes prior to coming to the Lord's
Table, Jesus did not. If Jesus welcomed everyone to his table, and if indeed the table is a place
where we are lifted up into the presence of God and in communion with Christ and with one
another, what better way to invite people into relationship than to welcome them to eat with
us? We would not set up a dinner table and then bar our children from coming to it on the
basis of some decision that their parents made (or failed to make) some years prior. Neither
should we bar them from Christ's table. Whenever I teach our children about the sacraments,
there has always been at least one child who subsequently asks to be baptized. Once they've
come to that table, they want even more to be part of the family.

I think it puts the two sacraments as means of grace for all people. There is not a special order
by which we must receive the grace God bestows upon us through the sacraments - the grace
comes by the will of God and the way that the Holy Spirit stirs within each of us. I do believe
that the Lord's Table can be a place of conversion.

Jesus did not seem to make a distinction between the order and importance of these
sacraments. We do not even know if the disciples were baptized prior to his gathering them in
the upper room for the first Lord's Supper. Therefore, we cannot say for certain which should
be first. However, the early church adopted this practice, of waiting for baptism before a
believer received the Lord's Supper. With that in mind, I believe the PC(USA) should
generally practice such a tradition with latitude to be flexible in certain circumstances. I will
not stop including in my invitation, 'All who are baptized and profess Jesus as Lord and Savior
are welcome at this table...."

It says that the table is open to ALL people. It is my belief that the grace once receives at the
communion table may be the moment that Jesus comes into his/her heart and changes
his/her life forever.

I know this is tricky theologically. But in practice where my church is urban and growing fast,
we can't know who is 'in' and 'out' when we do communion but we can when it comes to
baptism because it's easier to have a pre-service process. It's impossible to enforce the Lord's
Table requirement of baptism when I honestly don't know who is in my church each week!
Maybe in smaller churches this works, but not in mine. I'm ok understanding the Table as
open instead of closed and think that this is a healthy development.
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I think we believe that salvation/ relationship with God is not dependent on Baptism. We
believe that church membership/baptism go together (because in part baptism is a bold
statement of one’s faith). Because of our commitment to interdenominational relationships
and our desire to reach out to those who are still coming to faith, communion should not be a
barrier.

Baptism is the initiation into the community. Only those who are members of the community
of faith are entitled to receive the blessing of grace.

If someone does not want to be baptized, or cannot affirm baptismal vows, the Lord's Supper
cannot be received, since they cannot do it 'in remembrance of me' in the Hebrew sense of
remembering.

God's grace and healing are available to everyone at every moment. As far as I know, the Bible
does not mention the baptized state of the people at the original last supper.

While the Table must always be open, baptism is the best path.

Either of the sacraments can be the way in for a person; we lose out when we deny
communion to anyone -- and that one loses out as well.

My upbringing and my training say that we come to the Table of grace through the waters of
Baptism, that having died to sin and risen in Christ, we now feast at Christ's holy Table.
Experience, reading Scripture, and particular focus on the stories both of the Hebrew &
Gospel texts shows that God is abounds in goodness, graciousness, radical hospitality, and
literally feeding those who are hungry. To deny anyone - any child of God - access to the freely
given gift of life giving food and grace at the Table seems contrary to the Spirit through which
manna rained and Jesus fed multitudes. I continue to wrestle with this from the vantage of
theological tradition vs. current revelation.

Baptism is invitation to discipleship, a beginning point. The Eucharist can serve as a moment
of encounter in which an individual might experience the hospitality modeled by Jesus and
hear an invitation to discipleship that would lead to baptism. Solomon Stoddard suggested
that the eucharist can be a converting ordinance. It seems appropriate that the sovereign God
of the Reformed tradition could call someone to faith in Christ at the communion table with
that call and encounter leading on to baptism and deepening discipleship.

Both are sacramental transactions between the individual and God. Both are only dimly
understood by humans. Both are acts of obedience. If those unbaptized by water partake of
the meal, it is up to the pastor to inquire as to the work of the Spirit in the life of the
individual. If no work can be discerned then further participation in the meal should be
discouraged. If it is apparent that the HS is at work then both salvation by grace and the
obedience of baptism should be explained and water baptism should follow. We are not the
judges, only the administrators. The Holy Spirit is the Guardian of the effectiveness of both
sacraments.

You don't need to do anything else to partake of Christ but to come.

We experience God's grace at table in the sacrament of the Eucharist, which reminds us of our
baptism. However, those who are not yet baptized can experience the gift of God's grace and
forgiveness at table in the Eucharist, a powerful form of our worship as a living ministry.

Baptism by the Spirit is sufficient to share communion at the table. Baptism by water
recognizes God's action, but does not preclude it

Baptism would no longer be the only 'entry' sacrament into faith and Christian life.

In daily life... One is invited to the table before becoming added to a family (i.e. by marriage).
We get a 'taste' of what it is we are yearning for & thus commit ourselves wholeheartedly via
public baptism & local membership.

The sacraments are inextricably linked.
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Baptism is not the entry fee to Christ's table of grace. By welcoming everyone to the Lord's
Table, an U baptized person may feel the welcome of the church and then be moved to explore
baptism as a way of joining the church.

These are both sacraments of the Christian Church. Baptism is the initiation of the faith and
the Lord's Table is the celebration of Christ death and resurrection for our sins. The table is
open to those who profess their faith in the Lord Christ and accept his forgiveness for sin.
Baptized Children who are being instructed in the meaning of the Table may receive the Gifts
of God for the People of God. Allowing non-baptized person come to the table without an
understanding of its meaning is foolish.

Baptism is the formal sign of being in covenant community with one another. We gather in
community at the Lord's Table. Both are essential practices, but one does not necessarily
precede the other.

Open hospitality, we don't see this as salvific - but as a way to remember & be drawn in to the
act of Jesus's ultimate sacrifice & love for us. Sharing all we are & have is an expression &
enactment of the at the Lord's table. & it is the Lord's table. Not mine, not the PC USA's & that
means we should be at least as inviting as Jesus was.

It more deeply connects the two sacraments; it is an indication that both are available to every
individual, and that God accepts that individual where and how he or she comes to either the
table or the font.

As in the Halfway Covenant, communion can lead those who experience divine grace there to
seek a deeper faith in baptism.

Baptism is the initiation into the covenant community of Christ's Body, the Church. The
Lord's Supper is nourishment for the Christian spiritual journey. In some instances, that
pilgrimage/journey begins before one is baptized.

As a practicing pastor of a congregation, I ALWAYS say that those who TRUST (i.e., back to
the old credo meaning) in Jesus are invited to the table BY JESUS! Did he require baptism
before sharing bread? No. There is not enough room here to talk about the relationship
between the two sacraments, nor have I yet taken the time to consider what this new change
implies. I only know that I believe fully in an open table.

That the Lord's Supper is the entry point to God's grace.

That Baptism is not a 'work' to be performed in order to receive the bread of life and the cup of
salvation. It's related to the reason why we no longer demand confirmation/church
membership for our children in order to receive the sacrament.

The Lord's table is open to all who trust in Jesus and their children. The invitation to Baptism
is presented to individuals and parents but is not used to exclude anyone from communion.

God's grace is open to all to want to know more. In some ways we are removing 'the fence'
from The Table.

I think this could very well break the traditional understanding of the two, a relationship that
has been closely identified though experience and history. The two definitely help to inform
each other, and really should not be separated.

Baptism is an external sign of what God has and already is doing in the life of a person and
that they are part of the life of God. The Lord's Table is the external sign of our internal
spiritual pledge and desire to be at-one with God and one another. If someone is moved to
commune with me, then it is also a means of grace inviting them to publicly profess the faith
God is growing within them.

They both belong to Christ, not to us.

Baptism is not the chief requirement to take communion, faith is.

If this passes it will separate being baptized into God's family from sharing in the family meal.
It may be more true to what is already happening in many churches

Without the requirement it takes away the response to grace in baptism




It is God's work, not our own, that draws us into faith. Just as we baptize infants who cannot
profess faith, we can invite all of God's people to the Table, even those who have not received
the gift of faith.

Visible signs of God's love and grace.

Separate issues. The table is open, period. Jesus Christ is the host and invites all to come as a
demonstration of the kingdom of God.

Baptism is the rite of initiation into the Christian faith. The Lord's Supper is the shared meal
of the Christian community.

Jesus invites all- Jesus was born for all Jesus died for all . . . (those who recognized him, &
those who didn't)

That both are means by which God creates a community that is equipped to be the Body of
Christ in the world.

both important but in no special order

The two are integrally tied one to another; God's grace is made manifest through each of these
sacraments. Both are a declaration of faith, and both serve to nurture the believer in one's
walk with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Baptism is not a requirement for communion. This accurately reflects the situation when
Jesus instituted communion with his disciples.

Baptism, while a holy, sacred, and beautiful sacrament, does not hold the authoritative key to
being eligible to receive God's Grace, as if the Session approving a baptism and a minister
performing a baptism would somehow be a magic formula for Grace to be received. God's
unending and undeniable (irresistible) Grace is not limited by our constructs and rules. The
Table is bountiful, there's a place set for each of God's beloved children, and there's enough
for everyone to be fed, nurtured, and cared for. Baptism is a recognition of our
naming/claiming by God's Grace - a claiming that comes from before the beginning of time -
and we're nurtured in God's Grace at the Table. Several times in ministry, I've met with people
who cited the Sacrament of Communion as THE moment they felt most welcomed and that
they belonged in our worshiping community. It's quite possible that someone can, indeed, find
the seeds of deep faith planted by being invited to gather at the Table of Grace!

our theology of Love is the most important. For an unbaptized person, being denied the lord's
supper is unloving. Yes, people should be baptized first, but following that rule too strictly
gets in the way of the Grace we embody at the Table.

When I began attending Southminster Presbyterian Church in 1996 I was 14. I had never
heard the gospel before. I never worshipped before. In many ways I didn't know what I was
doing. On one particular Sunday, the communion tray was passed around. I took the wafer
and the cup. I believe in Jesus Christ but I had never been baptized. Later on, to my horror, I
learned that I wasn't supposed to take communion. This led to a conversation with my pastor.
She knew that I was searching. She also read Calvin; she knew that someone taking the
sacrament cannot defile or change the sacrament. What I came to learn through participation
in the sacrament of the Lord's Supper was the nature of Jesus' presence in the midst of the
holy meal. By the Holy Spirit he was nurturing and nourishing me. While I do believe that
the Lord's Supper nurtures and nourishes our baptismal identity as disciples of Jesus Christ,
as children of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, I also believe that anyone who believes in
Jesus Christ should be invited to partake of the sacrament - even if they are not yet baptized.
Participation in the Lord's Supper may become the vehicle through which an unbaptized
person senses a call to be baptized. If we believe in the sovereignty of the Triune God, if we
believe that Jesus is present in the bread and wine through the power of the Holy Spirit, then
it should make no difference if a person is baptized or not; for the same Spirit that is at work
through the common elements of bread and wine is also at work in the water. And it is the
Spirit's work that is ultimately important in our twin sacraments.




Ordinarily, baptism is the outward sign of belonging to the covenant of grace -- for which the
Holy Communion is the covenant meal. However, there may be cases where people are called
by God and/or leaning into grace prior to water baptism. Just as one can be saved without
baptism (‘today you will be with me in Paradise') so one can participate in Communion
without baptism, subject to the warning of 1 Corinthians 11.

That there seems to have developed some kind of disconnection between the two. Is this a
misguided attempt to get more members into the denomination?

The case for Baptism as a prerequisite to participation at the Lord's Table (for reasons of
order) is less Biblical than ecclesial. Baptism is clearly not a prerequisite to salvation.
Nevertheless, I instruct those who would receive that, 'Though set by human hands, the
invitation to this table comes from Jesus Himself. Therefore, you need not be a member of
this congregation or denomination to receive freely what Christ has offered at great price. If
you are able to declare, by the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit, that Jesus is your Lord and
Savior, then come and receive.' This also reflects my conviction that all who are in Christ are
one in Christ, if we are in Christ at all. There is no division. I'm really not interested in
making Presbyterians, only introducing people to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

As the 'Book of Common Worship' states, all those who trust in Jesus are called to share in the
Lord's Supper together at the table.

The two sacraments have different functions in their life of a disciple. Baptism is a proleptic
mark of community inclusion, the Eucharist flows from Jesus to his followers and involves
participation in his body and blood.

The Presbyterian and Reformed belief with regard to the sacraments is that they are the sign
and seal of what God has already/is doing/will do. We do not claim special knowledge or
understanding of the inner workings of the sacraments other than faith that God is at work in
them for the good of the Body. Further, we acknowledge that we do not know the hearts of
others, nor the way in which God is working in any person's life.

Baptism is the sign and seal of Gods action of grace in a person’s life. If they are strongly on
the road to full confession of faith, but not fully there, I think Communion is a means of
experiencing grace that nurtures on to fullness of faith.

It allows for the many ways that we come to faith. Just as Christ is available to all, so is the
experience of communion with Christ and the Body. If you are seeking to be fed by Christ, you
should not already be required to have made a profession of faith as a disciple of Christ.

Both baptism and the Lord's Table are sacraments where God acts in grace despite the fact
that the ones participating are undeserving.

While both are extremely important, I don't think baptism always has to proceed participation
in the Lord's Supper, often participation in the Lord's Supper leads people to desire baptism!

I don't feel there is any relationship between Baptism and the Lord's Table specifically. Mark
16:16 and many other passages on salvation will affirm that salvation is the defining principle.
Baptism is an outward act (could even be classified as works, but I won't go there) based on an
inward faith. I believe the scriptures teach that those who receive Christ should share in the
Sacrament of Baptism, but also that we should not fall into the trap of legalism. Who am I to
say that Christ could not even use the invitation to share at His Table as an evangelistic tool in
individual cases? I will always say that those who have accepted Jesus into their hearts as
Lord and Savior are invited and welcome at His Table.

They are open to ALL people.

Not sure what the 'this' is. We come to the table through baptism.




It's Jesus' table, none of his disciples were baptized as far as we know. It is about his invitation
and our willingness to claim him as Lord and Savior as much as we can comprehend at that
time in our lives. It is about time-actually only non-baptized children were banned, there was
nothing about adults baptized. I don't think we should pressure everyone who takes
communion to be baptized. That is a much bigger step.

They are both important sacraments; one does not depend on the presence of the other for its
efficacy.

God's claim upon an individual is already there. An open table invites people to experience
God's grace and love, enlivening in the them the gift of the Spirt and then can proclaim their
recognition of this presence in their lives through the act of Baptism.

baptism is not a rite of initiation but rather a sign of our relationship to Christ

This change would bypass the early church practice of incorporating people into the Body of
Christ through baptism before inviting them to the Lord's Table. Although I think it is very
important not to exclude people from communion, especially when people increasingly don't
understand what the sacraments mean in the first place, it is also important for the church to
know its own distinctive identity in the world and practice that identity firmly. Younger
generations are increasingly offended and off-put by any practices of exclusion, especially in
the church, and would easily be turned off of the church if someone told them they couldn't
take communion without being baptized. At the same time, however, we are the church, and
at some point we have to act like a church and not a buffet. I wonder if there is more of a
balance. Perhaps Teaching Elders like myself should take on more of a teaching role,
explaining briefly the sacrament of communion before people are invited to the table, and also
inviting people to know more about the sacraments by talking to an elder after the service.
That way, the sacraments don't become empty rituals, simple rites of passage, but at least
there would be a chance to instruct people on their meaning, giving them the opportunity to
see more deeply into the sacraments as a spiritual practice.

The Lord's Table is a covenant meal for covenant members. I see no reason to change this
basic criteria. One of the most substantive evangelistic moments I've experienced as a pastor
was when a young woman wanted to receive communion but I asked her to first seek baptism.
She did, and ultimately found communion to be far more meaningful.

Both are gifts from God and a means by which we are given grace - To invite one to eat calls
for a relationship - after one is fed it is easier to discuss baptism - they are complimentary not
exclusionary

While Paul reminds us not to take communion in an unworthy manner and Calvin states it is a
greater sin to refuse the table when offered; communion really only has meaning,
understanding, and within the covenant relationship with Christ. Baptism is more than a
covenant, it is also our response to what God is doing in us, 'fulfilling all righteousness.' When
we come to the table without that relationship, through the Holy Spirit, it reduces the gift of
what Christ gave us to simply eating some bread and drinking some grape juice. Coming to the
table reminds us of the depths Christ went to redeem us and satisfy the righteousness of God.
We come to the table because in it we remember what he did and celebrate his love for us. As
the Holy Spirit reaches out to us in baptism to draw us to a relationship in Christ, at the table
we experience that relationship first hand. How can communion hold depth of meaning
without that relationship already established.

It is important for life in the covenant community, but it doesn't s not essential to salvation.
We look to God's grace for our salvation, not drops of tap water.

baptism has always been seen as the entry into the church

Open invitation to all

Grace precedes our acceptance of salvation.

G-26



Both sacraments support and reflect, but are subsidiary to the community's life as followers of
Jesus the Christ. Accepting unbaptized persons to the Table follows from that.

The two sacraments are not dependent on one another.

As sacraments, both baptism and eucharist are signs of the surpassing grace of God; as such,
neither ought to be treated as things controlled by the church or treated as events in which
God's grace is uniquely imparted. As sacraments, they are also seals of the faith the church
attempts to express in its actions and so ought to stay linked to each other.

Lord's table should be open to all as an expression of God's grace. But all should also be
invited to join with other believers in Baptism thus by the Spirit becoming part of the body of
Christ.

The Lord's Table for me goes back to Jesus' ministry before his betrayal and Passion, and as
such his table fellowship included all people who wished to be present. Baptism was not a
prerequisite.

I believe it diminishes the place of Baptism as a sacrament, and the place of Baptism in the
salvation-grace-initiation-baptism complex.

I don't know. I believe the table is one way that a person might hear God's invitation. If one is
moved to respond to the invitation to the table then they should be included and helped to
hear God's desire for them to be baptized into the body of Christ.

Both are open to anyone who is seeking to be in relationship with God. Having an open table
is more like the hospitality Christ offered- come and see, no matter who you are.

The Lord's Table is just that - it belongs to the Lord and it is not ours to restrict or exclude
others for any reason whatsoever.

Whether a person is baptized should not be a barrier to seeing connection and community
celebrated at the Lord's Table.

The Lords table can be a means of the grace of receiving baptism and entering the fellowship
of Christ's body, the church.

Baptism is optional for partaking of Communion; especially modern baptism which has
become formalized even calcified by tradition. The Lord welcomed Judas to the table so we
know the any sense of personal righteousness is unnecessary.

In baptism we were buried with Christ therefore buried with him through baptism into death
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too
may live a new life. We become part convent with God and the community committed to live
out of that thankful response to what God has done for us. To live, Grow and reproduce that
growth in others so that we might be witnesses for God. In communion is ritual of a global
feast in the Kingdom of God. There is a table where people who once were enemies are now
friends. All have a place, and all will be fed by God. The act of communion is a foretaste of that
Kingdom to come. Just as little children play house to understand the roles of being mommies
and daddies, we as adults play in communion to grow into the roles we will play in the
Kingdom. In this spiritual play we are also are nourished to do the things we can and should
do to live into the thankful response for what God has done for us we go into a broken and
sinful word.

Normally you don't deny a meal to a guest in your home. It would be rude and inhospitable.
Although historically baptism has been required for participation in the Lord's, to be a people
who show the love of Jesus Christ, I think we have to consider welcoming even the
unbaptized. Regarding your question, I'm not sure what the 'this' is when you ask, 'what does
this say about the relationship...'

Baptism leads to communion

Both demonstrate God's initiative for and welcome of us. Who are we to limit the work that
God may be doing through the mystery of the sacrament.




I think that it may recognize that meeting Christ at the table can happen for some people prior
to their coming to a place of conviction in which they believe they are to be baptized. I think it
also speaks to the fact that we do not take baptism seriously and that we do not teach on why
people should be baptized. It also is related to our lack of focus on the importance of
membership to the local and wider body of the Church (both the PC(USA) and the universal
church)

Baptism is an affirmation of something God has already done. God already loves this
individual and invites them into community. The Lord's Table is the nourishment of God's
community.

That there is not necessarily a strict order, but either one can lead to the other.

They are both sacraments, but not dependent or connected to each other.

Baptism is the sign/symbol that one been welcome into communion of Christian faith

That it is Christ's broken body that reaches out to us and heals us and invites us into a deeper
relationship with the Triune God. Communion, a joyous feast, becomes the entry point of faith
& worship.

It somehow puts baptism in 2nd place. It should share 1st place with communion, for they are
both instituted by God, through Christ.

This indicates that the Lord's Supper is a gracious gift of God given to the people of God for
the strengthening of their faith. While it could indicate a low estimate of the Lord's Supper, I
hope that it will reflect God's deep desire to meet people where they are and help them to
move closer to Jesus Christ through the participation in the Supper. If that is the case, then
Baptism might well be the outcome of the work of the Holy Spirit through the Lord's Supper.

Baptism declares who we are and to whom we belong. The Lords Table is where we gather
with the family and learn and grow into who we are.

Baptism is the ordinary rite of entrance into Christian community but it is not a requirement
for participation. Belonging precedes believing for many people today, especially younger
generations.

Baptism is a visible event of an inward (& invisible) event that God completes. All family
tables have guests from time to time. If a person feels called to share in communion, let him
and her come - but make sure that the announcement is made that feeling called to participate
in the Lord's Supper IS a call to be in the family of God - a call to be baptized. Perhaps even
more strongly - feeling called to participate in the Lord's Supper is a RECOGNITION that God
has baptized this person. But, just as Jesus submitted to baptism out of obedience, so then, do
we make visible what God has worked within us.

both are invitations to explore a deeper relationship with God and develop a personal faith
life. This is pastoral care question regarding how sessions/churches 'gate keep'.

Both are gifts of God's grace, not ours to restrict or withhold. Ever.

I'm not exactly sure. I've always invited everyone to gather around the Lord's Table because
that's what I believe Jesus would have done (& it's his meal we remember and continue to
celebrate). But I didn't hear him tell people, '"Now you must do this.' That feels a little bit
manipulative, like making hungry people listen to a sermon before they are fed. Why not just
feed people at the Lord's Table and then allow the Holy Spirit of God move in their hearts?
I've served communion to Muslims, Buddhists, Atheists, and others and it always felt like a
moment of holy communion to me. One time I served communion to a Buddhist and told
him, "This is the body of Christ' and he looked me in the eye with tears running down his face
and said, 'So are you." Why would I get in the way of God?

You have misrepresented what the proposed DFW states. It implies that the norm is that the
baptized who participate in the Lord's Supper. What are you fishing for?

Baptism is still the prerequisite for inclusion at the table, but not in a legalistic way, so long as
the unbaptized who come to the table are urged to seek baptism as soon as possible.
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Both sacraments are related and yet able to stand on their own in our faith development.
Inviting non-baptized believers to the table is an illustration of God's extravagant love and
grace. Irresistible! Baptism calls us into a deep covenantal relationship with the Triune God
that continually calls us into relationship.

Baptism is NORMALLY the entrance rite to the Lord's Supper, but the Lord's Supper is also a
foretaste of the great Messianic Banquet when all of God's children will come together in the
Kingdom of God.

All should be welcomed to the table, and then invited to receive the sacrament if they have not
already been baptized. Jesus offered the bread of life to all, regardless of their religious or
moral status. So should we.

the relationship is important but it is not a legalistic, sequential relationship

Open invitation to all to receive God's grace without any preconceived qualifiers

Baptism is not a key to pass through an otherwise locked gate. Our invitation to experience
the grace of God in Christ, as experienced at the Table, is not exclusive, it does not require
prior participation in some rite. Baptism is a wonderful and sacred statement of God's grace,
His showing love and acceptance and calling of an individual through family, or life
experience, or movement of the Holy Spirit, experienced both in the present and through
memory and through personal history, in which God says you are unique, you are special to
Me, your journey is yours and Mine together, and I am with you and have been with you and
will be with you. That journey includes other sacral, sacred moments when you and I come
together at the Table, when again we remember, and we claim that promise as present and
future.

Still deeply interconnected

In this day and age I think it is more important to have an open Table, I believe this may open
the door to a deeper relationship with God through the Covenant of Baptism.

That it has its roots in scripture. Jesus did have prerequisites for those he invited to eat with
him, or with whom he invited himself to eat. And I always had a feeling in the back of my
mind that requiring baptism made the Lord's Supper kind of exclusive.

Both are God's gift to the church, which is God's gift to the world. Both are community
experiences - not just things done to and happening to individuals. Through both, God
manifests grace. Baptism recognizes the grace God has poured out in Christ on us and helps
us respond with thanksgiving and faith. Communion is bread for the journey, which might
begin before baptism, or afterwards. Both lead persons and communities into the life of
Christ.

The Lord's Table is an outward and visible sign of the sacrifice of Christ for all of the world
(3:16-17). The covenant of Baptism is an invitation to enter into discipleship of that Christ: to
metanoia and to faithfulness. One can be moved to accept and believe the sacrifice before
one has been welcomed into faithful discipleship. The sacrifice does not require discipleship.

The table is open to all. Baptism is the ceremony in which an individual is marked and sealed
as a child of God.

That we are finally beginning to grasp a genuinely Reformed meaning in our rituals, that they
involve zero magic, and must first meet the test of love for the stranger, washed free of any
speculation about heavenly operations in the act of baptism.

In general, I think the table is the fellowship of the 'family'--yet I can appreciate the
importance of recognizing that sometimes the table fellowship might come first, even when
not fully understood, and be a vehicle leading a person into the family through baptism.




Baptism is an outward sign of an inward state. Baptism is not 'magic'; the act of baptism
confirms and celebrates God's claim on a life, which can and does happen without the benefit
of a baptismal ceremony. I believe that anyone who is spiritually fed through participating in
the Lord's Supper is welcome at the Lord's Table. Some of those participants may still be
growing in their depth and understanding of God's claim on their life and not yet baptized, but
it is not my choice to make to bar them from the Lord's table. Others may have no desire to be
baptized or proclaim all the theological tenants that we believe, but participating in the Lord's
Supper draws them into community and brings them spiritual or emotional comfort. I
celebrate anyone who shares the desire for the fellowship of community, the spiritual
nourishment, and the celebration of God's grace extended to each of us in Communion.

Baptism is joining the family of faith. The Lord's Supper is nourishment for faithful living.
Both are mysteries of grace -

They are both means of grace (to use the old verbiage). Both communicate the work of God on
our behalf. They are not linear in that one leads to another.

They are both important, but the absence of one shouldn't mean the withholding of the other.
These are signs of God's grace to us, not an admission ticket to the family.

It says nothing more than Jesus' own example at the institution of the Lord's Supper. How do
we know that all those gathered in that upper room had been baptized?

Baptism is a sign that we have accepted God's invitation to be his followers. Our practice of
baptism encourages education about the faith, encouraging an understanding attitude when
approaching the Table. Many who have not been baptized have had little or no instruction in
the meaning of the Table and may come simply because they are following the rest of the
congregation. Getting a little juice and a little piece of bread is not the same thing as being in
communion with God. The General Assembly has watered down the theology behind the Table
and has made it little more than an agape meal. John Calvin would be petrified and John
Knox would have some choice words for our bad practice.

It is because in the Old Testament the people of Israel had questioned God about those that
had not experienced the Exodus, nor the commitment so what of these Children. The answer
was that they were Children of the Covenant and therefore included in the promises of God.
Therefore, it is right for all to be welcomed to the table of our Lord regardless of whether they
are baptized or not. They are included in the invitation of our Lord.

It makes the Lord's Table more inclusive than it is presently. In some senses this separates
the two sacraments. It seems to me that those who choose to commune will also choose to be
baptized, but it allows people to enter the Church through communion as well as baptism.
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What a delightful question! How nice to talk about an area of theology other than social
justice and homosexuality. This may be the first time I've been invited to do so by a
Presbyterian body in about ten years. When we look at the ever-dwindling numbers in the
pews, we should think about that. I see no reason why the Lord's Table should not be open
to all, assuming that the minister administering the sacrament explains its meaning (as
through the Book of Worship). Baptism is no key to salvation. It is no rite that changes
someone internally and, in so doing, makes them particularly and uniquely worthy of the
Lord's Table. Baptism is an act of the community committing to an individual and agreeing
with each other to undertake a shared responsibility. In many ways, the Lord's Table is the
same. Baptism is a sign and a seal. As Baptism is an outward sign of an inward grace, and not
a prerequisite of grace, I see no reason someone who has not been baptized cannot experience
the Triune God in Holy Communion. I have always wondered at this requirement. If God
does the blessing and God does the saving, why should God through the Spirit not do the
inviting to the Table. The fact that someone, having never been baptized, wants to approach
the Table shows the working of the Spirit. Shall we bar the Spirit? Or shall we do what we
(hopefully) will do when they express a desire to be baptized and nurture them in our
traditions and life of faith. This is not to say baptism should not be required for
membership. While I have not the space here to address that issue, I do not believe we should
go so far. But as for the Table, let all who would come do so.

Jesus invites us to the table and to be baptized. Both are ways of responding to God's
prevenient grace

I would not exclude anyone from the Lord's Table. That said, I think the Lord's Table is
primarily for the baptized. However, participation in the Lord's Supper could be a means of
grace to draw someone to faith in Christ, although a bit unusual. I don't think Jesus would
have left anyone out who wanted to participate.

It detaches baptism from the idea that it is a requirement for salvation/communion --i.e.,
inclusion in the community of faith and a special relationship with God, rather than a
designated status of membership in the church.

God welcomes all to God's table, just as Jesus dined with all.

Answering a question with a question, what would Jesus say is the relationship of Baptism to
his Table? I think I know how he would answer. Do you?

Believing in the sovereignty of God and that Jesus Christ died and rose from the grave is
sufficient to receive communion. Baptism affirms these beliefs for the individual and the
community of faith and serves to bind together those who receive communion, yet does not
exclude the strange or anyone on an personal journey of faith.

I cannot imagine Jesus excluding children from the table--really?! I was almost hauled before
Presbytery for allowing refugee children of an animist mother to eat take the sacraments.
They ate nonetheless and eventually chose to be baptized. I think the table can be a on route
to the font.

It says that the repentance and profession of faith in Christ which are to accompany baptism
are no longer prerequisites for receiving from the Lord's Table. This is a divergence from the
teaching of Scripture as well as the tradition of the Church.

If we are serious about using the invitation to the Table as a serious invitation to the Christian
life & Baptism, then it seems pastoral & practical.

It seems to return to Solomon Stoddard's idea of the Lord's Supper as a 'converting
ordinance,' which I thought we had long since debunked.

Baptism is a sign and seal of God's people much like circumcision was in Jesus' day. Our Lord
ate with people who were not circumcised and therefore, did not carry the sign of the covenant
on their person. Baptism is certainly a sacrament and is important to our life as God's
covenant people. I do not believe, however, that it is either the doorway to heaven or the
litmus test to participate in the Lord's Supper.
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The Table is the place where the Spirit of Christ invites all to faith. Jesus shared the Last
Supper and washed the feet of Judas, the one whom he knew would betray him. The Table
represents the free gift of God's grace for those who will receive.

Any guest is welcome at the Table which is the Lord's and not ours. One doesn't have to be
‘part of the family' to be fed at the table.

They are connected-- but not necessarily (though perhaps most typically) sequential. After the
example of Christ-- we feed the hungry and often in Christ calling them to the table, they find
their joy in baptism.

That all are welcome, irregardless. The fence has finally been taken down. We are already
forgiven, already loved, already saved by the Holy One of all.

Although baptism is the entry point into covenant community, the Lord's Table is an
invitation that is extended to all to experience the grace and love of Jesus Christ our Lord.

The sacraments are an integral part of Christian belief however I do not believe that there is a
particular order in which they are to be administered.

I think the question may rather be what does it say about commitment. Are we willing to
belong to Jesus Christ, heart and mind and soul and strength? It also has implications for our
relations with other Christian denominations and seems contrary to our historic emphasis on
teaching and understanding.

Baptism is a 'sign and seal' of what has already happened in relationship with God. We are
children of God, belonging to God and each other. The Lord's Table invites all of God's
children to be nurtured regardless of whether they have experienced the sign and seal of their
relationship with God.

That Christ invites all to the table, and that Baptism is a claiming of what God has already
done.

All are invited and welcomed to The Lord's Table. Each person must individually choose a
deeper relationship with Christ. By being fed at the table, we receive nurture, strength, love
and grace. This should lead to a deeper desire for more of Christ and through the waters of
Baptism we identify with Christ and are raised to new life in Him.

It removes the 'legal’ restriction to partake of the love offered at the table.

It says we are inclusive, not exclusive.

That the relationship between the sacraments is important, but so is gracious hospitality in
worship

Pro: There is no scriptural mention that the apostles were baptized, but Jesus admitted them
to the table anyway ... the invitation to 'taste and see that the Lord is good' is inherently
evangelical ... it gets back in the business of baptizing adults. Con: Would such a change alter
relations with our present (ELCA) and in-process (Episcopal) ecumenical partners?

GA action trivializes baptism (now optional) and Eucharist (now not necessarily Christian).

No clear on the question

It requires less of a personal commitment accepting God's mercy and grace.

At the Lord's Table, the disciples, who were to deny, betray and run away, were welcomed.
Yes, they walked with Jesus for 3 years, learning much, growing in relationship, but they
weren't baptized until Jesus had been baptized into death and new life, and they by the Holy
Spirit and then nto their own suffering and death. Baptism doesn't earn us a right to the
Lord's Table; our Lord graciously invites us. However, in decency and in order, for those
who have been baptized, recognizing our sin, and also the joyous grace of our God as we
prepare and partake in communion, is a proper response to God's grace, and a way that we
remember our Baptism in deepening our relationship with God.
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The Lord's Table should be a choice in which the person taking communion should decide,
after some teaching, if they want to participate or not. There should be no relationship
between baptism and communion. Communion always should be a personal choice of those
who would like to do participate.

It says: (1) that the Lord's Table is now available to those outside the community of believers,
and/or (2) that Baptism is no longer the ordinary point of entry into the community of
believers. In either case, we have deviated from the Reformed understanding of the
Sacraments. However--this is not surprising. Practically speaking, this understanding of the
sacraments has not been in play in any churches I have seen (except the ones I have led) for a
long time. It has been the result of (unwitting) attacks from both 'evangelicals' (who challenge
the notion of Baptism as the ordinary entry point into the community of believers) and
'liberals' (who challenge the notion of the Table as proper only to the community of believers).

There is baptism of desire. Some may not know the Christian concept of baptism and yet feel
drawn to Christ in communion. God initiates, calls and invites. Humans are to respond with
openness and grace. God's love for others does not diminish God's devotion to Christians.
There is not a hierarchy of Sacraments. All who seek God and are drawn to Christ are
welcome at God's Table.

Baptism is a critical part of a person's journey to faith in Christ. So is communion.

Just as Christ died for us when we were yet sinners, we are invited to share the Feast, though
we are unworthy to partake. I am as unworthy as any other human - baptized or unbaptized.
God is gracious and loving.

The Lord's table is intended for confirmed/baptized followers of Jesus. It is a sacred meal for
believers. It is diminished when treated as something for the common person.

I dislike seeing Baptism as a 'gateway sacrament.' I would rather distance them and allow
each to play complementary roles in the means of grace.

It's important that the Table bring the baptized together. But it's also important that the non-
baptized be welcomed to the Table in hopes that they will be baptized.

The sacraments are a visible and outward sign of an invisible and inward grace. To make
participation on one conditional on the other violates this principle.

The Sacraments are outward, visible signs of inward, invisible grace. As a sign, the literal
exercise of the sacrament is separate from the experience it can embody.

It is important but never to be essential in all discussions.

makes it subservient and not equal

The notion that Baptism is a prerequisite for Communion is a bad idea that somehow got into
our Book of Order many years ago. Since we have allowed parents to choose not to baptize
their infants and also allowed parents to approve their children to take Communion, we have
created a contradiction within our church. A child, whose parents have chosen not to baptize
him/her as an infant should not be refused Communion when his/her friends are able to take
it. This is lunacy. There can be no sound theological arguments to put any restrictions on
taking the Lord's Supper, since Christ died for all, not just the baptized. Ours should be open
communion, period - open to any who feels open to the spiritual power of Christ's sacrificial
love.

I am thrilled about this potential change. The table for me has always been a place of
extravagant welcome, where all people can be nourished by Christ and called into deeper
relationship with each other and with God in Christ. Baptism is a sign of a commitment that
has already been made (whether by an individual or by parents and community), which for
some people might be the beginning of that relationship with Christ, but increasingly for
people who are not raised in a church some other beginning point may be necessary. The table
can be a powerful enactment of Christ's invitation into a relationship, an invitation which can
then be accepted through baptism.
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There are various ways to enter into and to continue on the faith journey. It is not a static or
wooden progression.

They are both ways of experiencing God's grace and either may lead to the other. The spirit is
at work through both calling the person into relationship with God and the community of
believers. Participation in either can also be the individual's response to God's grace in their
lives.

The Holy Spirit invites us to the Table to partake with our Lord's grace.

Those who have experienced the love of Jesus Christ are welcomed to the Lord's Table.
Experiencing that love does not require the 'outer sign' of baptism, so Baptism should not be
used as necessity to participation in the sacrament celebrating the height, depth, and breadth
of the love of God.

To me, this allows for the table to be where we first recognize God's abundant love and grace,
where we are fed, and in doing so discover the claim that God has always had on our lives, the
claim that we witness to through baptism. It makes it clear that communion is not a reward
for having already confessed your faith through baptism, but can be the means the Spirit uses
to bring someone to a fuller understanding of the faith they are beginning to confess.

While baptism is essential in the life of a Christian, as it symbolizes the 'death of self' and the
birth into a new life under the Lordship of Christ, I don't like the idea that we place a barrier
around the communion table. That is an issue I have with the Roman Catholic tradition which
prohibits any non-Catholic from receiving the eucharist. However, it was instituted as a
believer's partaking of the 'stuff' of life - the body and blood of our savior. I'm not sure if there
is any spiritual benefit in the meal if it is taken by an unbeliever. But, neither do I think there
is harm. Plus, how do we know if a visitor IS baptized if they come forward? I don't want to
police the communion table.

Both Baptism and the Lord's Table lift up (in different ways) our union with Christ. Admission
to the table, however, is about our basic need to be fed by Christ rather than. I do not believe it
should be a privilege that follows the rite of reception or requires a level of understanding.
(Imagine saying we could not eat food until our parents received a birth certificate or that we
had to refrain from eating until we understood the biology of the digestive system.)

The emphasis is and should be on Jesus Christ as host and the one who invites, not on the
who is worthy or the extent to which baptism determines entrance. Baptism should be lifted
up as a gift and marker of grace, but should not always be a barrier to the covenant meal.

We are open to non-believers to come to the table and meet Jesus

Baptism is not a prerequisite for admission to the Sacrament of the Lord's Table. Baptism is
an equally important God-given gift, in and through Christ. Baptism is an act of the church in
recognition of what God has ALREADY done for each of us.

One never knows what the Holy Spirit is doing in the life of a person. All should be welcome at
the table, baptized or not. When included at the table as an unbaptized person, the Spirit may
move that person to a profession of faith and baptism due to the experience of being included
in a community of faith. Baptism and the Lord's Supper are indeed sacraments, but I don't
believe Jesus ever told his disciples to 'Do this in remembrance of me, but only allow those
who are baptized to partake.' Baptism is indeed essential to professing faith and inclusion into
the body of Christ. Jesus did instruct us on that. But his instructions on the Lord's Supper
were simply, 'Do this and remember me.'

I cannot believe this is even an issue. Who cares?!?! Incorporate all into the body of Christ and
feed them, and do NOT get hung up on Pharisaic laws/rules/guidelines. Please, let's just move
on to things that really matter.

Receiving Christ's Body and Blood at the Table is no less a full life commitment to him than
dying and rising with him in the waters of Baptism. There is no trial form of Christian
commitment.
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That they are related, and come first by water and some first by being fed. In any instance, in
death our baptism is made complete, and the table reminds us of the reconciliation of the
world thru Christ.

It affirms the fundamental equality of the sacraments.

God provides grace and indicates this through sacraments. God decides whether someone is
able to receive grace through a sacrament and in which order they are to be given.

It says that we believe that God saves, God calls, God claims, not any ritual of the church, even
those instituted by Jesus himself. I've never been part of a Presbyterian congregation that
barred the table to the unbaptized and wouldn't want to be.

baptism is not a prerequisite

Both are sacraments that embody and proclaim God's grace and constant presence in the
world. In both of these sacraments the only significant factor is God's action (not the state of
pastor, recipient, etc.).

That something happens at both the font and the table separately, but that they also one can
lead to another. It isn't just symbolic, transformation of the witnesses and recipients takes
place. When I learned about preaching I had a professor that gave a sermon format that said
lead them to the table and font. I think education and instruction MUST be done for both, and
ongoing, especially since we only baptize once. All of these inform and constantly reform my
sacramental theology.

That both are essentially inclusive gifts of God and any effective work in either sacrament is by
the grace of God rather than the action or understanding of humans.

There are no qualifications for who can participate in the Lord's Supper - Jesus welcomed all
to his table, and we should do the same. Baptism is important, but not necessary before
communion

that the table allows for the spiritual presence of Christ working in & through the bread & cup,
inviting the unbaptized to witness the grace & transformative power of the Triune God

Baptism is both an act of God's spirit and the congregation. It is a sacrament to be taken
seriously by all

Baptism is a sign & seal of God's love - but Lord's Supper is by invitation from the Lord - can
God not come to people in a variety of ways & then have Baptism as our acknowledgment of
God’s grace

Baptism is the primary way to enter the church universal. Communion is a sign of God's grace
should be made available to all. Maybe key will then enter, maybe not.

The table is not for insiders/members/only believers alone. The table is an invitation to
greater faith (At the Last Supper, how many had been baptized?)

No one should be denied a place at the table. Baptism makes the experience richer and adult
baptism deepens understanding

One is not contingent on the other. It is entirely by grace that we come to belief, entirely by
grace that we come to baptism. Entirely by grace that we come to the table

Baptism is an outward sign of an "interior" event. If that event has taken place and is sincere,
then the outward sign is less important - it's about the heart

the table should welcome everyone. Baptism is optional

There are some instances (e.g. young people of different faiths) who are people of faith &
active in churches. But baptism would not be possible due to family tensions.

As your faith evolves, some allow those who have evolved differently from previous times,
room to sit at Table finally!
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Lord's Supper should be indiscriminately open to all; baptism is a way of saying "yes" to the
community & way of life offered by the Christian community in the name of Jesus,
acknowledging God's grace & God's claim in & on all of life. But everyone "belongs" & should
be welcomed at the table whether they understand and/or acknowledge that they are part of
God's family or not.

It is one of the two sacraments. The risen Lord through the Holy Spirit does all the inviting - it
is not our role to limit access to the Table

Jesus invites all. His body is broken for all. His blood is shed for all.

Both are sacraments, but one is not required for the other.

In a culture that has fewer people who have been brought up in or exposed to a life of faith - I
think any avenue to reflect God's welcome and grace should be available to those willing to
explore what a relationship with Christ means.

Baptism is an adult response to Christ. All are fed at the Lord's Table, no matter the age or
condition of their faith. As their understanding grows, they can respond by taking on the
covenant of Baptism. (In the early church persecution led to closed communion, which might

apply today)

I am, on the one hand, disappointed in this decision, because it separates font and table. But I
also believe Jesus would welcome all, baptized or not.

I feel that the bible should be open to all who seek to know Jesus

It indicates that there is no relationship between the sacraments

Makes baptism les meaningful and important

Both the Lord's Supper & Baptism are "means of grace" - of sharing the grace of God with the
believer. For practical purposes, it is not always easy to put Baptism first. I struggle with this
issue.

The grace extended through communion could lead people to baptism and church
membership

Outdated! Thrive to grow up as Christians

Baptism is a sense of belonging. You are a member of the family of God

baptism is normally the introduction to the Table, but in today's world which is becoming
increasing secular, the church needs to be less rigid

We feed children before they understand nourishment. These days, we need to offer the
fellowship and grace of the table in hopes that those who do not understand, will experience
that grace.

We do not and cannot prescribe how God lead's people to salvation. If we can marry couples
who are already making love, we can get this out of order too.

It reflects God's sovereignty in the lives of individuals. The Lord's table is for all whom he
invites, and it is highly possible that those who experience God's grace at table will feel called
also to join the Body of Christ by expression of faith and baptism.

The baptism we offer is only representative of what God is doing in the life of the individual.
The baptism of fire and the Holy spirit occurs outside of our mandates and control

The Lord's Table is an uncommon table and the "meal" is to be done in remembrance of Jesus
indicating fellowship w/Christ, commitment for continuance in the faith, and unity with the
church (1 Cor. 10:16-17). Baptism is an initial step of commitment. Communion is an act of
continuance in that relations with the Lord.

God invites all to the table who believe in Jesus Christ. Baptism is important and should be
pursued by all who believe in Jesus, but not as a requirement for the Table.

Baptism & communion are both "sacraments of entry", leading people and nurturing them as
they commit to & grow into the community / body of Christ

You do not need to be baptized to be nourished by God at the table. God seeks us out and
being fed by God may lead to Baptism.
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There is not magic formula, no special ritual that is required or insures a follower's place in
the kingdom of heaven - for example, the thief on the cross, who experienced neither baptism
nor communion. However, each is a blessing to the individual participant and a sharing with
God's family in the faith community. We are witness for God to one another as we
demonstrate our need (cleansing & renewal) and God's love and grace.

Baptism is an outward sign of a renewed reality of God: Spirit calling a person. A person may
not have yet experienced Baptism but is full communion with the Spirit

I would substitute "should" with "may" not all non-baptized persons desire to share at the
Lord's Table

That there are NO pre-requisites to encountering the grace of God

The Lord's Table is an invitation to all who seek to draw closer to God. Baptism (earthly) is the
sign of the church's recognition of the claim God has on an individual, and that individual's
response to being claimed.

We believe in an "open table" the inclusion of people who haven't receive baptism is a
demonstration of inclusivity

I should care, but honestly, both are gifts of grace, not earned, so I don't worry over much

Both are visible signs of an invisible grace

(How that "invitation to baptism" happens - and where / when it happens - is important to
me.) It says that the Lord's Supper can lead to baptism and vice versa

Baptism is a covenant sign of entry into the Christian community. Lord's Supper is sign of
formation for those who are in covenant

Baptism distinguishes human relation with God in Jesus Christ. Baptism is a sign & seal of
God's covenant favor. As bearers of covenant - xp's [chi ro’s] invitation is extended to you.

if you believe and profess Jesus as your Savior, why not be baptized. He was. One should wish
to understand its witness, as well as wish to individually accept its meaning for himself.

Sacraments are not consecutive - one does not necessarily follow the other or preclude the
other

Baptism is an outward sign of an internal grace. Baptism does not save only trust in Jesus
Christ as Lord & Savior. All those who trust in J.C. are invited to the Lord's table.

I'm not overly interested in the relationship between the two, I am more interested in the
relationship of people to God and each other, the relationship is primary not the path. Now let
us stop mandating clergy serve communion and we will really be acknowledging the
priesthood of all believers. I never consult the Directory.

God welcomes all to the table / into relationship. Baptism is a sign of that welcome received.

While each is a sacrament - each are also a means of grace. In the community connection of
celebrating communion, a person may be drawn, especially, as an adult, into deeper
commitment to the vows of baptism. I like to invite all who believe in Christ and want to have
life anew to communion.

they are connected - but it’s about sacrament - (illegible) god's grace in the body -- not our
doctrines

It is important & should occur. But should not be an impediment to the table for the short
term

baptism and Faith in Jesus as Lord should come before the Lord's table so that we are "doing
this in remembrance of me." Have to know Jesus and experience salvation in Him to
remember Him.

Baptism is entry into one faith community and the Lord's Supper is our communal meal. We
delight in welcoming singers to the table. Who knows, we may be entertaining angels

It could weaken the connection - why take communion if you're not ready to be baptized? On
the other-hand, it makes less for barrier for those to be a part of the community of faith.
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Both sacraments are signs of grace. They are God initiated and our participation is the choice
to accept publicly God's mercy, grace, and sovereignty

Just as Jesus did not turn away non-followers, we should not either. -Grace can beckon a
seeker to go deeper in faith through the L.T. -the H.S. brings Grace in the Lords Supper
according to our faith.

baptism is a sign of initiation. The L.S. is a sign of union with Christ. Baptism can be
"converting ordinance". For example, an appropriate response to an evangelistic message
could be an invitation to receive the Lord's Supper and then later to be baptized.

The two sacraments are deeply connected to each other, but the path of God's grace is not a
one-way street. Who are we to say that one must happen before the other? However, I believe
it is important for worship leaders to make the connection clear.

They are connected and equal the order does not matter

The sacrament of baptism & the Lord's table should not compete with each other. The
invitation to Table by our Lord began with 12 disciples, including a traitor. So should our
invitation to Table be open & inclusive so eyes might be opened as they were at Emmaus.

They are intertwined as the sacraments but do not have to come in a specific order.

The Lord's Table may lend people to Baptism, rather than Baptism being required before
partaking at the Lord's table.

Both are invited by Christ - once fed @ the table and/or baptized one may lead to the other

All are welcome because the table belongs to Jesus Christ, as we belong to Jesus Christ,
whether baptized or not.

Baptism is a means for an individual / family to publically proclaim a grace covenant w/God
in a desire to raise a child in that grace on /our not God's grace promise. At the same time, I
serve a church of diverse believers (Baptist, Pentecostal, Catholic, Lutheran, etc.) This we
focus was on the Faith relationship w/Jesus Christ & connect with caring.

I believe that all are invited to the Lord's Table and that baptism is a sign and seal of God's
love for us through relationship to the community of believers.

the Lord's Table is open to all. Baptism confirms God's work already done - some of that work
may be revealed at the Table

that they are not cosmically related in a contingent way. God's grace prevails - our
sacramental activity is secondary at best.

People who are not Baptized should not receive communion because they are not accepted
into the Community of Faith

That we are no longer in Christendom, but live enough in its shadow that distinctives can be
misinterpreted / misunderstood as being in hospitable and lacking grace. Baptism & the table
are means of grace, and to be presented as such.

Baptism is a controversial doctrine today. Baptized as infants, many people do not participate
in worship. I support adult baptism as a sacrament of commitment to Christ. Infant baptism
as a sign of God's love covers everyone, baptized or not. Hopefully parents of children who are
baptized take their responsibility seriously of raising the child in the faith.

God loves us first in baptize - we regard in communion

Baptism comes first incorporation into the family of believers

That both are a calling of the Spirit into a deeper relationship with God in Christ. Called by
Spirit we enact an outward sign of grace along with Word preached. It ties them more closely
as a dance & not a hierarchy or prerequisite.

While Baptism is normative, to specifically refuse the Lord's Supper to unbaptized person,
misses the opportunity to show God's grace to them.

They are related but not interdependent

It cheapens both greatly

Both are sacraments ordered by Jesus
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Jesus had no problem welcoming children who had not made a personal commitment to the
Kingdom

The invitation to the Lord's Table should include everyone who believes in the Lord Jesus
Christ is welcome to this Table. The sign & seal of Baptism is a spiritual depth of factor
necessary for Christian walk of Faith

The two are inextricably linked. However, baptism is not primarily a matter of going through a
ritual; it is first & foremost an inner experience.

The table is open to all seeking god through Jesus. Baptism is a sign of public commitment

Grace proceeds admarifect

2 sacraments of the Church

In the life of faith, things do not always occur in a linear or formulaic fashion - It's relational
journey & these should be more openness because of that

Sacraments are part of the way we experience God’s grace & are united/Christ through the
Holy Spirit. This puts Baptism on par w/the Lord's Supper & other movements of the Holy
spirit in a person's life. Baptism can still be celebrated as a sign & symbol of Gods covenant
w/us and of our entrance into the covenant community of Gods people, the church. Basically,
if the L.S. can be experienced as a means of God's grace, why exclude?

Baptism is not the primary, casual, invitation to the Lord's Supper. The Lord's Supper can also
be the primary casual invitation to baptism.

That it is intimately connected

Baptism is outward sign/seal of God's Grace which has already happened.

The Lord's Supper should be based on profession of faith in JX as Savior & Lord. For someone
who has made that commitment baptism should be no problem.

It means, it is the Lord's table. Any requirement for admission is a human requirement, &
number of sacraments have varied throughout Christian History

Baptism means you are part of God's family and either the individual or parent thinks that's
important. Why then take communion to be fed if you aren't part of the family? A blessing by
clergy would be more relevant for the non-baptized "communion" participant

Baptism grafts the person to the Body of Christ. This Body is the one put partakes in
communion. I think it is reasonable to think the tradition is smarter than I am.

these are personal as well as corporate actions - within the concepts of love and acceptance.
Inclusion begins with sharing and inviting. A meal is a good way to being a relationship.

That they are two entirely different Sacraments - not dependent on each other.

The Lord's supper is no longer connected to covenant renewal in the PCUSA and Baptism has
been declared largely irrelevant

Baptism is our yes to God. The Eucharist is a gift from God without conditions(s)

All are sinners. All are welcome. Baptism is a sign & symbol of new faith but should not be a
barrier.

No opinion

God's salvation is for everyone and Jesus die for us all.

Both sacraments are means of Grace, thus we don't really control their administration, except
insure that they are given freely, meaningfully, and respectfully.

The relationship is a dotted line, not a solid line. Arrows on the dotted line point in both
directions: baptism leads/points to the table, the table leads/points to baptism. (Were all at
the first last supper baptized?) Baptism<......>Communion

I think it is necessary for one to have received Christ as Savior to take communion put as
baptizm is a public declaration, it could be done afterwards

Why would a sacrament be important to partake of if you haven't made a profession of faith?

Only insofar as baptism becomes a sign of conversion
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Christ invites us to his Table and Life, confirmed in the other sacrament: baptism. The
sequence of the sacraments is not crucial

I believe that it makes grace central again and shows how the response to grace is belief.
(Much like w/Baptism, we believe and then respond. I'm less (but not opposed) enthusiastic
about sacraments as marking the boundaries around God's special people.

Baptism comes first. It is Christ's banquet for the church community

It's a little chicken and the egg. I tend to go with baptism first but my Presbyterian roots run
deep.

Both sacraments are worshipful acts. Part of the meaning in both is the affirmation of faith in
Jesus Christ. In baptism we recognize God's claim on our lives and our affirmation of that
claim. In Eucharist we recognize God's feeding and renewal in life.

Although ideally the baptism should always be before taking the Supper, the process of the
Lord's Table and its gathering together of the church as a body might well convince someone
of their desire / need for baptism

Both are sacraments but all who believe in Christ are welcome to the Table

Discipline is important but grace must prevail

Those two sacraments (Baptism, Lords Supper) are closely related to each other. The faith
affirmed in confession must follow before - those two sacraments. Thus, without confession
faith has no meaning.

It says the grace of god comes to us before we respond

Baptism is not a requirement of faith in our Triune God, but it is a sign and seal of God's
grace. Baptism should never be removed from Lord's Supper. Pastorally, there are times when
the Lord's Supper comes before baptism

God's grace and previsions are offered freely and as a community we respond to these gifts.
We respond by baptizing and welcoming all to the table

Important but not essential

Adult baptism or confirmation ensures people understand that Jesus died on the cross to pay
the penalty for our sins to purchase a place for us in heaven

In practice, I am concerned that the "open table" practice will result in more participation in
the Lord's Supper without any further faith development or expression leading to baptism.
Children are allowed to the table with instruction. So should adults.

My understanding is that faith in Jesus Christ is the requirement for access to the Lord's table.
Baptism is a public profession of faith, but it is possible that a private profession of faith
could, and most often does, precede baptism and that believer should be free to share in
communion.

They are both expressions of God's grace, without one being dependent on the other

You are making me think to hard right now and I don't have the time or energy at this time to
formulate an answer.

I believe there is a strong correlation, but I wonder if we are too linear in our thinking. Some
come to faith & are baptized through their experience of the supper, for ex.

In baptism we are called by God into a relationship. The relationship must be established first,
then strength at the Lord's Table. The history of the Christian church as borne this practice
out for twenty centuries!

It seems that one not need to be a member of the community to bread with the gathered
community

The Sacraments are, I believe, equal in meaning and essence. Both are signs and seals of God's
Grace.

If baptism is a distinguishing factor in a believer’s relationship to Christ and the sacrifice of
the cross, then allowing unbelievers to participate diminished that distinguishing factor

I believe their so not stumbling blocks for people to gather at the water & the table
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the Passover meal which Jesus transformed into the Lord's Supper is a sacrament which only
has meaning for those who are responding to Christ's invitation. Baptism signifies this
invitation.

Baptism does not "save" us but is a sign of God's grace. The Lord's Supper is Christ present
with us n a special way to bring us to God. That too is grace. To insist on Baptism before
Communion is to make a Law. I do not judge the Table when I preside

Baptism is not the qualifier to receive God's grace. It is the individual’s belief and profession of
faith that does this.

Baptism is a sacrament. It brings us into the household of God. Communion is a symbol of our
commitment, as baptism is to our commitment to Christ

baptism - an event we live into all our lives both important and amplify each other

Both sacraments have a history that has been seen as dividing people who's in or out - as
opposed to a gracious invitation into relationship with God

I don't think either sacrament is a pre-requisite for the other, but either may be part of a faith
journey that leads to participation in both & in the faith community in other ways & personal
trust in God through Jesus Christ

It is good to stop practices which exclude. The table is for all who are hungry & who thirst

It divides the two apart. There is no reason someone who has yet been baptized & make
confession of faith should take this sacrament

Baptism isn't a requirement, it's a response to the experience of God's grace.

this change is unbiblical and shows the creeping influence of certain strand of methodism. It
also demonstrates a walking down of church discipline & membership for a squishy
inclusivism

God works through both. Normally we baptize first but God may be calling unbaptized and
Lord's Table is a means of grace

Both are sacraments, given by Christ, and are of equal importance. The order in which one
does them is not determinitive

Both sacraments are experiences of grace and points of entrée into relation with Christ. In
Acts Peter recognized that the Holy Spirit was received without baptism. The Spirit will lead to
deepening relationship and to covenant relationship, but can work outside of church order.

Christ invites all to come to the table - even those who are not part of a given community of
faith. Baptism is deeply meaningful of that relationship & may come after receiving Christ's
invitation to come.

It is a reversal of what we know of the church's history and practice

I would not agree with an unbaptized person receiving communion indefinitely. However,
baptism should be more available outside of worship than it is currently for those extremely
self-conscious of standing before the congregation.

I know many churches who already allow this. It diminishes the importance of baptism but
the historical and theological reasons for having Baptism first don't exist anymore

All starts with union with Christ - Who is your Lord & Savior? Without a faith in Jesus Christ
- we merely get our bread wet & have a snack. Union with Christ makes everything effective.
We must not Profane font/Table but there is room for grace in order to education - show
Christ's love/Forgiveness

People are not excluded from the Lord's Table because they have not been baptized yet.

Baptism is a sign of the grace we receive from God - the table is a representation of grace, a
reminder of Jesus' sacrificial work, and our union with him. They both are closely related.

The Lord ate with "sinners" quite often. This grace to them was intended to give them
opportunity to get to know him.
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Sorry, but I've served communion to all believers through 40 years of parish ministry. Once
we allowed kids to take communion and families to choose believer baptism, the old
requirement made no sense to me.

It says that Baptism is a day was of being identified as part of God's church as well as an act of
obedience to God

We come to the table broken and it is there we are made whole. Baptism is God's public saying
I love you.

While both are important sacraments, the PCUSA does not believe that baptism is necessary
for salvation - it is an outward sign of an inner reality. Devout people wishing to join others at
table & communion w/Jesus/Holy Spirit should not be restricted by lack of baptism.
However, we shouldn't take it lightly & should move to bring that person into the family of
Christ officially & baptize him/her.

The Lord's Supper is an extension of grace to all people. It's offered to all. Baptism is an
acceptance of the grace & an affirmation of discipleship. Even Judas was offered the Lord's
Supper.

Puts the Table as more important - God's act over and against man's act - the bowl

As visible means of an invisible grace - we cannot deny access to one based on the presence of
another. Is baptism superior to communion? How can we deny anyone access to the real
spiritual presence of Christ because they lack baptism. One can lead to the other - either way.

I believe in the open table, but baptism has always preceded The Lord's Table in the historic
Christian Church

It says to me, maybe the relationship has changed and what does that mean for other aspects
of doctrine, tradition, and faith practice.

Baptism is an outward sign of an inward work of the Holy Spirit. The Lord's Table should be
open to everyone who places trust in Christ as Lord.

I think it says less about the relationship between the two and more about God's grace.

I am struggling with the separation of baptism and the Lord's Table that is inherent, in this
change. I "get" the practical aspect of hospitality/inclusion...but it does not fit my theological
understanding of the Table

One is not required for the other

Is Baptism necessary for participation in the Lord's Table?

Worship is for those present so it should address that culture

I think communion can sometimes lead people toward baptism - however I am concerned that
if the un-baptized take communion it might de-value communion

I feel it is important, but I have also said before the Lord's Supper that if the Holy spirit is
calling you to take and eat, then do so. I do not feel that Baptism has to be a requirement to
partake. It is important though.

Both are invitations to community and to the mystery of God with us.

god's grace is extended in both baptism and The Lord's Supper not to welcome everyone to
The table limits our hospitality and witness of God's love

The Lord's Table cannot be "fenced" or restricted, but should be open to all who respond - and
is often, mystically, the gateway to deeper relationship & even conversion.

I believe both Sacraments are essential, both important in the relationship with the Holy
Spirit

Both sacraments are means of grace & signs of God's providence for human needs

Baptism is not a pre-requisite / condition for partaking at the Lord's Supper. People are
welcome at the Table regardless of their sense of identity. People can be fed and sent into the
world in mission regardless of their sense of grounding in a community of faith in baptismal
covenant
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Baptism is the sign of allegiance & entry to the life the Lord's table supports

Intricate -- thus the invitation to baptism is crucial.

Faith seeks understanding

Baptism comes first - but cannot ultimately be enforced

Rather than Baptism being the "door" to the Lords Table, the Lords Table becomes the door to
Baptism. Both sacraments are visible signs of an invisible grace.

This change adds confusion to the way the Sacraments are a sign and seal proclaiming the
work of Jesus Christ

Baptism is a public expression of the acknowledgement of what God has done through Christ
to be reconciled to God's people. In baptism we accept/proclaim God's acceptance of us and
love for us. Baptism is one and for all times. Lord's Supper is a reminder several times a year
of this same reconciliation.

Baptism for church membership / communion wasn't instituted by Jesus - the church made it
a rule/condition

Important relationship but if a person has not been baptized they should be allowed to
partake in the meal as long as they understand the meaning of the meal and if they profess
Christ as Lord then they are welcomed.

The Lord's Supper is the special, meaningful, meal of the Baptized children of God. It is not
restricted, but only meaningful to those nurtured in the Christian faith.

The key inclusion at the Table to me is one's faith in the saving work of Jesus Christ

Belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is all that is required to partake in communion

Jesus invited all to the table

It would be a departure from the historic practices and theology of the church!

Baptism is a symbol of being a beloved child of God. Which includes all people. The table is
God's welcomed importance to all to fears as God's banquet, love, forgiveness, grace, no
justice

Judas was welcomed to the Lord's Supper as well as other disciples. By faith we are saved by
grace not what we do God's will and grace are redeeming salvation from death this
resurrection. Paul is great example me to live is Christ again. The Lord's Supper is the symbol
of remembering what he did not hurdle you can't do!

Jesus didn't demand that all at the table fulfill some duty - Judas was there! Baptism is an
outward sign of what God does at the table, some unbaptized people will be drawn to God &
the church at baptism.

Both Baptism & The Lord's table are visible & tangible signs of God's grace - freely offered to
all - T dare not stand in the way of God brining Grace to anyone!

Both sacraments are enactments at the Word and of God's call on our lives. They are
independent and inform one another only God's call has to precede one or the other

I struggle with this every time I issue the invitation to table. While not wanting to "fence" the
table, I also feel baptism is essential...

Two sacraments. Both important

It reinforces the value of each sacrament and reminds us that Jesus participated in both

Both sacraments affirm the work & coaxing of the Holy Spirit to woo & heal & cleanse the life
of the congregant. They both naturally edify the Body of Christ, both individually &
corporately

the Lord's Table is the table of Jesus who was always inclusive, not necessarily folks who have
not been through a ritual door to inclusivity

Baptism is not a requirement or a key required to share in God's grace. It is for all regardless
of baptism.

Baptism is a pre-requisite to the Table. It would violate sacramental status otherwise
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The connection between the two is the community of faith that is formed by baptism and
nurtured by communion. Neither of these two sacraments are necessary for salvation but the
connection is necessary for church life.

the offering extended by Christ at the table is a gift, freely given, with the power to call us into
a deeper relationship with God. Baptism as an adult is the claim to want to follow through and
the call that has come from Christ at the table. All should be fed. Grace is not withheld.

Jesus is the host - if someone wants to eat at the table He has prepared, that they come to
know Christ and subsequently are baptized indicates a direct relationship w/the Lord's Table

they are both means of grace

They are both essential - but maybe not one before the other.

Open to everyone; including Judas Iscariot

It begins to dilute the sacrament of communion. However - how would a pastor know whether
or not a recipient IS baptized? I would not refuse a person who comes to the table.

Taking of Communion signifies the purpose of God & His Son within us. Our sins can be
forgiven but not in one taking of communion. To show trust we are in our way, by faith, in our
life's task of faith baptism is more encouraged

that the Table is a vehicle through which God works, plants the seeds of faith. They work
together, not one First and then the other, but as expressions of God's grace and love

Barriers are broken down and everyone is invited to the Lord's Table

children of believers should be allowed Holy Communion though not baptized. Baptism and
the Lord's Supper are closely related as per theology, but not practice

Jesus didn't require people to be baptized before he invited them to share his table. Why are
we gatekeepers when he was not?

Honestly, I need to study this more. I am attached to the notion that baptism and communion
are the joys and privileges of believers. However, it is not Christ's way to exclude, and to avoid
any appearance of being "insiders" I believe we should open the table, as long as the
communicant has an idea of what they are partaking of.

Baptism should not be used to exclude a person from being welcomed to the table

it says that Baptism is not a prerequisite of sharing at the table. Our Lord feeds all.

Anyone who believes & accepts the Lord Jesus Christ can be invited to the Table whether
baptized or not.

They are both ways in which God invites & builds relationship with people, the timing is up to
God

Both, as sacraments, are outward and visible signs of an inward and spiritual grace.

Grace is the key - it's not up to me!! Jesus didn't / wouldn't place such restrictions, it seems to
me!

Baptism & Communion are just human rituals

They are both sacraments - it is not one before the other...

As in all organized Religious systems, Baptism and the ritual around "the Lord's Table"
correspond to "Ceremonials of Initiation" performed for declaring the acceptance of an
individual as "lawful" partaker in the social ethos of "the club" (family, tribe, clan, class or
race) Christian baptism, circumcision, body imprinting or mutilations, Quincefieras
Ceremony and more, all of them are acts of legitimation for an individual to be included as
members of the group. Baptism and "the Lord's table" should not be an act of exclusion but
gracious invitation to a Festivity of inclusion and liberation for everyone.

Baptism is a public expression of saying that I am invited to the Lord's Table

Baptism is a sacrament as well as Lords Supper but is not required in order to eat at the table

the Lord's Table invite everyone to believe Jesus Christ which will eventually lead a person to
a covenant w/God through baptism
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Both are means of grace

Baptism is a sign it is not a magical change of status or permission slip. The Lord's Table
should be open to all.

I might suggest Baptism / Confirmation / Communion. One could renew one’s Baptismal
vows. In cases of war, violence extreme circumstances communion could be offered.

Both are outward signs of inward activity God is already doing.

God's grace is offered through the sacraments. Is refusing the table withholding God's grace?
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Appendix H: Members’ Verbatim Responses
Theological Reflection Presbyterian Panel: Volume 3, 2016
Final Open-Ended Question

Q-25. Please use the space below for any additional comments about interfaith relations,
theology, or your vocation.

?

40 years of working with children mostly full time, in Christian & public schools, and in
churches - education & music.

A daily walk with the Lord does not require a conscious awareness of being guided. We
should honor others' faith without losing the awareness of the rightness of Christianity.

A few questions (notably comment) would have been answered more appropriately had I
chosen to take more time. However, I believed you were desirous of an overall response in a
timely manner.

Alot of people at First Presbyterian Church of Flint wish Sunday School could start with the
time of Service instead of after

A small group of women at my church have talked about getting an interfaith group together.
We have done a few things along with the Jewish Community. We have a large Mosque in our
area but have yet to reach out to them. (Pray for us)

All of these are part of my life as a Christian

All of us have been called and gifted. Called that in the sense that God has a task for us in his
kingdom. Gifted that in the sense that he has given us the gifts to do the task.

although I believe we should be informed about other religions this should be individual
responsibility. Interfaith activities and learning about religions should not be responsibility
and active focus for church

Although we live in a pluralistic society in America - and increasingly in the world, while we
must respect the rights of others to propagate and practice their religious beliefs (as they
must respect our rights to do the same), we must not get tricked into changing our beliefs or
practices - either through political correctness, or even force of law just to get along, get along
better, or to be liked. We must remain faithful to God in our belief and practice - as we are
commanded in scripture. If we become like the world to get along with them and do not
remain faithful to God, we have nothing. We get what they get in the end.

As a Christian I feel called to reflect Christ in the world and to be his hands and feet including
service to non-Christians.

As a teacher I always felt my Senior & Junior High School students needed a teacher who not
only taught a subject but was an example they could follow: kindness to all, helpfulness,
truthfulness, and a desire to use their resources, talents to the best of their ability

As being God's called children we are called in every area of our life. (Bonhoeffer's theology of
grace)

As children of God, we are guided continuously by God's word whether we acknowledge it or
not

Being part of a church community helped me develop as a human being, offered
opportunities to grow in leadership and relate to people to name a couple of things. It is my
extended family. I'm blessed.

Being still and knowing that God is God on a daily basis is an everyday challenge.

Do not like Gays being married. Man & women were meant to be married. Against the Bible!
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Do not think I have heard much about calling, vocation. But, could be emphasized more in
church school, to new members

‘election’ and 'discernment ' are overused to the extent of almost being meaningless!
'election’ can be replaced by 'selection’ - 'the elect’, IMHO, has minimal emphasis in the Bible
and many other instances that indicate that Salvation is available to all who 'knock at the
door'. God may select an individual for a task - that's a 'calling'. 'discernment' is nothing
more than seeking/determining/ identifying a perception of meaning - it has been cloaked
with a mystique of something special. In the case of vocation, 'calling' is more meaningful
than 'discernment’; in any case seeking God's will is paramount. Leaning on a mystic
happening of 'discernment' is a cop out.

Everyone who is Christian is called not just pastors. Jesus had been completely
misunderstood by American Christians. Our shameless pursuit of wealth, power, status and
privilege is only one part of it. We must intentionally engage with other religions especially
Hinduism.

Everything I have was given to me by God, so I work for him with love and gratefulness.

God's Grace is my daily guide.

I always sought to be in a vocation that God want me in. I pursued an education in linguistics
and several foreign languages to be a missionary/mainly to help a people to get their
language into a written form and then to translate the Bible into that language. My doctoral
dissertation was to be about how the Bible was used in many languages to solidify the
language in writing. I had one major and 5 minors in college. I went to serve as a summer
missionary between my junior and senior years, then after graduation I supervised a group of
student summer missionaries to the Northwest. I felt called to stay there, began a career in
social work in protective services which eventually led me to be a therapist and a seminary
adjunct professor. That led me to be an ordination exam reader, then ordination exam writer
and convener. The blessing that I have experienced and shared with so many
seminarians/ministers/professors in the PCUSA has been incredible. God works in
mischievous ways when we are open, especially when we are open to change.

I am 95 and am Australian by birth

I am a theologian. This is my life's work.

I am an elder, not an ordained pastor.

I am in the process of finding new way to connect my faith to my formal work life and new
ways to connect my talents to an outward expression of my faith.

I am involved along with several other members of my church in an amazing Food and
Resource Center feeding over 800 families each month at a client choice food pantry that
works to provide healthy food choices especially fresh produce. We also grow some of that
produce and teach our clients gardening and nutrition classes. It's quite a mission of many
churches in our town, but First Pres has led the way from the beginning and continues to
lead. It's FPC Enid or check it out at www.loavesandfishesnwok.org

I am moved and thankful for the people of our church who are assisting me as I care for my
husband (AD) to keep him in touch with God

I am now 96 years old and less sure of what I believe than when I was younger. We are all
searching from Einstein to this paper boy.

I am retired but belief my vocation as a teacher was God's will and the best use of my
abilities,

I am retired so my vocation is now serving as a volunteer for church activities. I try to use the
skills T acquired through my paid work in their roles. My theology is expanded through
reading and discussion. I have also been fortunate enough to hear some renowned
theologians at Chautauqua Institution, including Marcus Borg, John Dominic Crossan, Amy-
Jill Levine, and John Shelby Spong.
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I am retired, but vocation is all of life, not just a paying job. When I was working, I tried to
follow the principles of my faith in dealing with other people, and in faithful performance of
by duties.

I am very thankful to be a Christian and to be in relationship with God through Jesus and the
Holy Spirit.

I am year 2, M.Div., age 58, retired teacher...

I believe evangelizing should be a key part of Christian life, but one best done one person at a
time. I distrust the denomination's ability to do it well, as its own churches are falling away.
Rather, the denomination could create better evangelizing toolkits for individuals to use on
their own. I believe outreach to current followers of Islam is most urgently needed now. I
have friends who are atheists, Jewish, Muslim and Buddhist. I would welcome useful
evangelizing 'ammo' to better understand what will pique their interest in coming to Jesus.

I believe orthodox theology is the only way to arrest the slide of the denomination into
universalist irrelevance. I have deep doubts that the denomination itself is prepared to make
that kind of shift. I see a new meaning for connectionalism to be based not on brand or
financial ties, but on shared theological rigor.

I believe everyone has a theology but many times their theology is not based on Scripture. It
is more likely to be based on human ideas and feelings. I hear many people say 'my God
would never do ......", indicating their God is of their own making.

I believe in interfaith dialogue only when it is understood that I am not looking for a way to
dilute my Christian faith so that it appears more acceptable to unbelievers. Jesus never
compromised on the truth to gain followers.

I believe that I show my faith every day - in my work and my relationships - I do not worship
God - I follow his lessons. I live my faith daily.

I believe that interfaith relations are very important. They provide us the opportunity, based
on what we have in common, to truly solve human problems. But, if we devolve into
judgmentalism we cannot achieve that.

I believe that learning about other faiths makes my own stronger

I believe that my path to God is through the Christian church and the life of Jesus, however, I
do not believe that that this is the only path to God.

I believe that the Lord is leading me to write fiction, but I haven't lately followed that.

I believe that, in the words of Jesus, He is the only way to the Father. Anyone that has
received Christ as their Lord and Savior is a brother and sister in Christ.

I believe we are all created by God and we should strive to love each other accordingly.

I believe we Presbyterians need to build a bridge/relationship with other faith traditions.
Through this we can bring God's rein on earth.

I differentiated between vocation and avocation so some of those responses didn't fit with my
idea of vocation

I do believe that people are called for various tasks. They don't always see it immediately
themselves, but many times others do. I also believe that each job a person takes on is
molded by the individual who performs it. And I believe that as a Christian, we are to use our
skills and gifts for the betterment of the world around us. Through our actions and choices,
we show others God's love.

I do well interacting with those who believe in the same God as I do, i.e. Jews, and those who
have no God. I do not do well with others because their God is so different I cannot get in
touch with them.

I do, and the church should, struggle with how to honor and respect all people without
compromising the basic tenets of Christianity. All religions are not just different paths up the
same mountain, but all people are loved by God.

I feel like my vocation is a gift from God and believe that it is a calling and ministry.
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I feel that if the professional church staff would spend more time with congregants and less
time designing doctrines that are of little or no consequence to congregants, we would be
better served and our money would be better spent.

I have no additional comments

I have not been at interfaith services, but have attended Christian services where Muslim
background and Hindu background believers and seekers worshipped and proclaimed Jesus
Christ. I missed the opening ceremony where the imam prayed for Christians and Jews to
'follow the straight path' listing Muhammed as prophet (and final therefore in Muslim
cultural context the greatest). This is blasphemy. I work with Muslims and Hindus and Jews
in secular organizations promoting righteousness and benefit to the poor, but that is not the
same as interfaith religious ceremonies. Salvation comes only through faith in our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. God's revelation in the Bible is true, historically accurate, scientifically
accurate and not superseded by culture or new revelation' - which is not to say that we
cannot misinterpret it or miswrite history or misinterpret scientific evidence. God created
Adam and Eve in His own image and we are all descended from them (not from hominids,
which are animals that God created). I have much more in common with Presbyterians of
other denominations than I do with 75-90% of the Presbyterians I meet at the PCUSA
General Assembly. I have more in common with the Catholic colleagues in my professional
organization than I do with most commissioners to the PCUSA GA, despite fundamental
differences. I have served as a UPCUSA/PCUS/PCUSA missionary and relationships formed
during those years remain a deep part of my life (my local congregation supports work there
still) and my closest friends. My vocation is a physician (pediatrician), to share the Gospel
with Bangladeshi Muslims (mainly through financial support and annual visits), and to call
the PCUSA back to a reliance upon Scripture.

I love church. [ ] Presbyterian in [ ], Michigan!!

I love Diwali. And Hanukkah. And solstice. I think there are many connections that we
should focus on - but we must take care of each other and our planet. If we do not we all will
lose. Climate change, cancer, ziki - knows no boundaries, religions, etc. If that not a message
from God to work together - I don't know what it.

I love participating in worship with other faiths. As I age, I am more and more sensitive to
the Spirituality of the persons I am surrounded by, and find myself convinced that God's
desire for me is to live my life focused on loving others, sacrificially. Personal salvation is no
longer my focus, I now see that as narrow and selfishly motivated.

I think it's important to work well with people of all cultures and faiths. Jesus distilled the
entirety of the bible down to 'Love God' and 'Love People.' I try to respect people for who
they are in every aspect and facet of their personhood. The best way to preach the gospel of
Christ is with my actions and not my words. Ilove my neighbors. Ilove all my neighbors. I
love them as they are, for who they are. Ilove Love. That's how the Spirit moves in/through
me.

I think that some interfaith observances -- particularly civic/public ones -- sink to the level of
lowest common denominator, which tends to denigrate all traditions. People should be clear
about who they are, what they believe, and engage on that basis. It can be done respectfully.

I try to live my life to glorify God and use Jesus as a guide for myself and to lead others to
God
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I very much feel that my Christianity and spirituality is MOSTLY about how I live out my
daily life and the choices I make in the world (my service-related job, daily interactions with
family and strangers, volunteering, etc.) and less about the act of worshipping on Sundays.
Sometimes this means I don't prioritize Sunday worship, because I feel my whole life is a
Christian commitment--I am Christian not because of how I talk about Christianity, but
because of how I ACTUALLY live my life daily. I feel that I am deeply Christian because of
this and that my life itself is my prayer to God, however some people may think I am not as
faithful because I am not at church every single Sunday. I am okay with this.

I was a teacher and an elementary principal before I retired. I felt called to this vocation as a
child. I continue to volunteer in educational activities.

I was born a Presbyterian. My mother was raised in a Waldensian Presbyterian church. I
have lived in 3rd world countries and spent 50 years as an educator. For 32 years I was
director of a public school program for pregnant teenagers and their children. I believe my
mission is to know Christ, to live by his example and show his love and hope to others. I have
served as a Sunday School teacher, circle chair, parish leader, deacon and an elder.

I wish I had been aware of and sought guidance in my job choices. Once I began to include
God's will in my job choices, my entire life opened up to Him.

If I am living my calling, then my actions must speak much louder than my words so that the
message God wants conveyed is expressed.

If you can incorporate your theological beliefs in your vocation that can be good.
Additionally, interfaith relations are a true expression of God's love!

I'm a pluralist and don't think that everyone has to be a Christian. Who is to say that my faith
is THE faith of the world? We should embrace the diversity of faith that we have in the world.
In this day and age with all the strife that is taking place in the name of a faith, the extremists
especially, we need to learn more about other faiths. I consider myself a 'Professional Non-
Paid Volunteer', with most of my volunteer work via my church.

I'm a retired corporate project manager. I try in my retirement to bring those management
skills to bear in various leadership roles in the church, at both the congregational (clerk if
session), presbytery (committee chair, council member), and GA levels (served as a GA
commissioner and on a COLA). My congregation is very involved in local interfaith
initiatives, and I try to participate as much as possible. I also am very active on Facebook in
this area, including as admin for a multicultural page.

I'm married to someone of another faith, so interfaith relations are very important to me.

I'm retired, so that is reflected in my answers...

In my opinion, interfaith relations, in a time, where active membership in Christian churches
is shrinking, needs to be a priority.

In spite of that evangelical favorite, John 14:6, I strongly believe that it is deeply Christian to
affirm the equality of all faith traditions...and all peoples. I certainly do not mean to say that
all traditions are the SAME, but that they are all rich and equally valid, each offering a
unique, valuable perspective on the problems of living faithfully and with love for the human
family.

In this category (the above, Vocational Discernment) I'm not sure what is meant by
Discernment. I am not aware of opportunities in my community to learn about or
participate in interfaith relations. I worked in my vocation for 42 years and tried very hard
to perform my responsibilities in a truly Christian Manner.
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Interfaith community is important, but it is also important to have a church in which one
feels at home. I think we should do all we can to make others welcome, but not to the point
of compromising our identity. Although it may sound crude, I think that if someone is not
comfortable with our worship they should seek another church that fits them better. I would
rather to see a number of different churches offering different kinds of worship than one big,
amorphous church that is the same everywhere.  As Presbyterians, we know how difficult it
is to separate our desires from God's will. I want to say that I feel vocation, but I honestly
don't know how much of that feeling might be my own ego speaking to me.

Interfaith relations are best served when we know where we stand while respecting what
others believe. Adopting a position of we're all saved and let's ignore our differences just to
get a long may work in the secular world but it is not the true path to developing interfaith
relationships.

Interfaith relations are important. my theology is Totally based on Christ. Ihave always
tried to follow Christ's teaching in my work.

Interfaith relationship is good but we need to remember who we are

Interfaith study is enlightening, but I think it is outside the normal role of the church
congregation. You can treat everyone with respect and love regardless of their belief but it
should be out of Christian duty and charity not out of curiosity or diversity or obligation to
get along for a secular purpose.

Interfaith: More is better. Theology: No additional comments. Vocation: I am in my 41st year
as a physician. I'm long past counseling for career change/misgivings/reconsiderations. I do
look for ways to use these talents for God's purpose--every day. This career and calling takes
up a sizable amount of time and energy. There is no way I could or should seek out counsel
for how to do more than I have been. Rather, I look to my church as a place to guide me to
reflect and find God as well as to maintain my sanity in a field of work that has become mixed
with way too much in the way of monetary, administrative, and political motives.

Isolationism is a negative state. We must constantly pursue interfaith relationships to enable
better understanding and improved community.

Let's sit very loose to conversations with Muslims and other religions. When we speak
together with them, Christianity gets lost in the process.

My answer to 24 is based on my belief that my mind is the locus of God in me, so that the gift
of being alive and part of this created reality is itself the mystery of God in my life. I do not
think of God as 'something Other.'

My ultimate choice of vocation resulted from a series of events. I did not feel that my
religious beliefs contributed much to the decision. God was in control of the events, not me.

my vocation is where I impact the world and make it better as a Christian

My vocation was a result of my effort and support from family.

My vocation was caring for sick - I was a nurse

My vocation was chosen because I felt I had a gift for teaching children with special needs.

My vocation was teaching in the public schools and Sunday School. Also, served as a leader in
the Women's organization in the church

My work itself did not glorify God but I felt I made an impact on my co-workers and
management

N/A

Na

no comment

No other comments.

None
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None

None

None

None

Our city has a lot of refugees. It would be nice to be better equipped to interact with them.
The church can do that thru partnership mission that benefit the whole community. I'm not
that "up" on theology

Outreach is the crux of the Great Commandment. Nevertheless, Jesus teaches us to love the
sinner, not the sin. It is important to keep that in mind and not accept sin as OK in the name
of cultural liberality.

Q12: We are saved by God’s grace -- don't really agree fully with any of these statements

Q15a-d: Not sure what is meant by these terms.

Q18: god accepts us as we are, where we are then it is up to us.

Q20: Bad question! Difficult to understand what you are asking

Q20: Culture should be taken into account to accommodate the congregations at hand.

Q20: Different cultures have different traditions which are very meaningful to the
participants

Q20: Old enough to make the commitment to Christianity before being baptized / Lord's
Table

Q21: retired, but choose carefully & mindfully volunteer activities

Q22: I see my job as primary occupation for subsistence; church activities are an avocation -
items 2-8

Q22: I was a caseworker for BB/S for 18 years also a teacher (commercial)

Quite a personal question and too broad. Sorry.

Re: Interfaith. All Christians should be knowledgeable about other faiths, and should be
respectful of other faiths and those who follow these other faiths. But if we believe the Bible
and our confessions, ultimately only the Christian faith is the true faith. Ecumenical
relationships and ecumenical worship is appropriate; interfaith relationships are critical and
appropriate but interfaith worship is never appropriate---we need to respectfully decline
interfaith worship, as we believe, or so we say we do, that Jesus Christ alone is our Savior and
Lord.

remembered when making decisions, as a person, as a church, and as a denomination.

Religion and culture are closely tied. I respect the culture and religion of my Muslim, Jewish
& Hindu friends and enjoy knowing their beliefs & traditions. However, I do not want my
own culture, religion or worship diluted or diminished by incorporating other cultures or
religions

Retired but feel God's presence in everyday decision making

Since you must understand before being understood, it is important to learn about other
faiths if you ever want to share your own experiences with Jesus Christ

Teaching and organizing - using my gifts.

Teaching was my vocation and even as a retired person I continue to volunteer as a teacher.

Thank you for allowing me this opportunity. I hope it helps.
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The Church must choose between appeal to a narrow group of strong believers and broader
appeal to the masses. It's theology, largely from 16-17th century Calvinism is poorly suited
for the latter, and the most vibrant churches the last 30-40 years have focused on the former.
But competing with other churches on the former is like a zero sum game because that group
is not growing much. So, long term I think it needs to figure how somehow to be more
relevant and appealing to a broader cross section

The older I get the more I meditate on the meanings in life. I'm 93.

The PC(USA) prides itself on being a 'big tent.' And I for one am glad for the openness to
struggle with questions and issues and to see all people included. But I am actually worried
for the future when I see the lordship of Christ become a nonessential. I can discuss any
controversial subject, hopefully with gentleness and humility; but if we can't even start with
agreeing on the basic foundational Christian belief for the last 2000 years that Jesus Christ is
our Lord and Savior, and that the Scripture is our final authority on who God is and what
God has done and is doing, I don't think we have much of a future. The church's one
foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.

The questions on vocation hit a sore spot with me. I have interpreted the work I do for a
living as a vocation, and not a broader concept of that word that includes all other aspects of
my life (like an avocation). I have not figured out how to serve God in my work other than to
work hard, be kind and ethical, and have a sense of humor and higher purpose.

There is one God and one faith though we may call it different things and practice our faith
through different protocol, we ask for God's help and grace and forgiveness...all who believe
do this.

Referring to Question 20: It is good that we as a PC(USA) church are aware of and participate
in activities with the culture of the church around the world as long as these are Christian
denominations. To do so with other religions blurs the line that makes us different from
them, thus we become more like a secular society group rather than the separate from society
church that a Christian church is expected to be. If, as a Christian church, we believe the
Bible to be true, then we need to abide by its teachings, which are as pertinent in today's
world as they were 2000 years ago. The farther away we move from written word of God, the
farther away we move from God. To continue on that path leads us right into the arms of
those whom we have been warned about. God has given everyone gifts and talents. He calls
them to use them for His Glory. Some folks listen to His call. Some folks ignore it the first
time and eventually hear and know what to do. Still others choose not to use their gifts for
God. As a church, we need to make sure the opportunities are offered and accept those who
choose to serve in the varied ways they can. A church is made stronger by the wide variety of
talents and gifts that are accepted. A conservative church, one that remains Biblically sound
and not one buying into popular, secular trends, is one that will have a lasting impact on
individuals. Being a servant of Christ in today's world is still the expectation. Knowing Jesus
as Lord and Savior guarantees a life with Him forever. God is not dead, nor are His
teachings. Both are the Real Deal and that needs to be remembered when making decisions,
as a person, as a church, and as a denomination.

This is where we try to reflect Christ in the world through our actions. Because the minutia of
daily life distracts us, we fail at recognizing God when we should.

Through reading the Bible, through prayer and with the leading of the holy Spirit I discerned
my career in government as God's calling. I get similar help in many other endeavors.

Very thought provoking. Thanks for the chance to complete this questionnaire!

Vocation is something that others see. We should do all of our works and give our talents as
Christians.

We all have different needs, reasons, etc., that impact our decisions. In a relationship w/God
- I think respecting each individual relationship is Key.
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We are God's people. We need to work together.

We are now a global community within a new century, and we need to look at the whole of
God's creation in order to be the stewards he requests us to be. I'd love to be more than a
white church!

We have to reinforce them all the time.

we live in a global community - PCUSA talk, a good game of social justice yet still 92% white

We must learn to accept other religions to improve world peace.

We need to put together curriculum for COLLEGE STUDENTS about all of these areas of the
faith. Call it Confirmation 2.0. That is the time period when people are discerning those three
aspects of Christian life. If you need help, contact me. [ ]

When I was young it was expected that women's first & most important job was raising the
children well & guiding the children & family to live Christ-centered lives. I had no thought of
anything else. Now we talk about being missionaries & learn these things are open to women.
When the children were older I was active in Bible studies where we went out door to door to
share our message. Not my favorite activity but I did it. I worked in retail & then in dental
offices: I loved the public & it was wonderful. Really miss everyone after retirement.

When you actively look for answers to prayers it becomes very easy to find them and then
recognize the signals God sends. Practice! Practice! Practice!

You know Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Paul interacted with people of all faiths in the market.
They had to behave in a way that honored them and their own as people while elevating
concern for all, that's why the parables are so cryptic.
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Appendix I: Teaching Elders’ Verbatim Responses
Theological Reflection Presbyterian Panel: Volume 3, 2016
Final Open-Ended Question

Q-25. Please use the space below for any additional comments about interfaith relations,
theology, or your vocation.

I have found it a good thing to explore the basics of other faith traditions. I think there are
many vistas, but still hold Jesus (the Triune God) to reveal the wholeness and fullness of God.
Salvation comes from the Triune God. My vocation is to serve this God and this God's
ongoing of mission of healing and reconciliation of the world until this God brings all creation
under his sovereign rule.

I think it is important for us to know the cultural context of the person with whom we seek
engagement and relationship, just as Jesus appeared deeply cognizant of the uniqueness of
each individual he encountered. To know a person's unique context is to know that person's
deepest concerns, highest hopes, truest loves, darkest fears, the experiences which have
shaped their world view and the language which holds meaning to them. Jesus never gave a
blind person the ability to walk, not a lame person the ability to see. He meets us in our own
condition. Sharing the Good News and doing justice are not cookie-cutter enterprises but arise
from unique relationships forged through shared experience and active listening. Put
differently, we need to earn the right to be heard. All that said, I am concerned by what I
perceive to be a contemporary trend of idolatry toward diversity and multiculturalism.
Diversity is a given in my faith view and what we seek to give witness to in word and deed is
the unity in Christ. Bowing down before the altar of diversity and diminishing or watering
down our personal witness out of a timidity or desire to be politically correct fails to live after
the example in the first Letter of John when he writes not once but three times, "We declare
what we have seen and heard...' We offer this witness boldly, not out of hubris, arrogance and
privilege but with genuine humility and gratitude. As D.T. Niles remarked, it is one beggar
telling another beggar where to find bread.

I work in another denomination's institution, and my church works with four churches for a
joint community mission trip. And, until everyone ordains women, or doesn't run by
congregational or episcopal governing, I shall remain a Presbyterian. Sometimes my
discouragement with the direction my denomination has chosen deeply saddens me. Funny,
when the conservatives led, the liberals could do as they liked. Now that the liberals lead, they
crack down on the conservatives who disagree. No amount of 'selling' will work. Idon't
always agree, but I offer you the right to disagree with me, and we should get back to what
we're supposed to be about, rather than grinding an issue over and over until the church is
destroyed. Franklin, I DON'T want to know what you do in your own privacy, but it seems we
can't seem to get on with things. I've 'perfected motions' quicker with less blood and loss.
But, hey, who's listening to me? No one.

I am a Minister of Word and Sacrament who is currently not serving in a local church. I would
like to be serving however, there are far more seeking calls than there are open positions. I
continue to serve on committees and to preach occasionally. However, I would say I don't feel
that I have been able to fully serve God with all my gifts. I continue to explore how to do this
without serving in a local church as it is unlikely a call will happen.

My vocation and theology flow within the body of Christ (Church) and outside in the world to
show and share Christ.
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I think there's a difference between ministering to people of other faiths and ministering with
them. 'To' we should definitely do. 'With' we need more discernment, I believe, because we
may inadvertently be supporting or implicitly giving approval to the beliefs of another faith,
when they are contradictory to what we believe as Christians. We should never participate in
worship leadership together with people of other faiths - they shouldn't be leading our services
in any way, and we shouldn't be leading theirs. The exception to the latter situation would be
if a Christian is invited to share a Christian perspective on a particular topic, or given the
opportunity to share our beliefs in an interfaith (or other faith) setting.

Christians are to hear Christ's voice and commands. The mainstream churches are
increasingly listening to other voices that take them away from Christ.

Jesus said that the greatest commandments are to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and
strength and to love our neighbor as much as we love ourselves. And in Micah 6:8 are these
instructions; 'show kindness, act justly and walk humbly with the Lord'. We must demonstrate
these teachings with people of all faiths ... not just with those who profess Christian faith and
share our own culture.

If this is a denomination that believes in God's sovereignty in all creation, then is should reach
out to people throughout creation and seek a larger, fuller understanding of God and
faithfulness. It will help if the approach is humble, seeking to learn, rather than haughty,
seeking to impose.

I think that interfaith relations is an important growing area for the church in the 20th
century. It's also at the heart of my own vocation as a professor in a theological school, but I've
found that many congregations (Presbyterian and other) are interested in learning about
other faiths, particularly Islam. I think interfaith awareness and the ability to build relations
will be essential to the future of the church.
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there is a difference between socially accepted religion and Bible believing Christianity, and it

is important to keep the absolute values of the Bible in order not to be destroyed by
environmental flow (Post-modernism).]

The focus on language of honoring and glorifying God as describing vocation makes God seem
like someone who needs constant reassurance, and I'm not sure it's God who needs the
reassurance. I would like more language of following Jesus, discipleship, loving self, neighbor
and enemies, working for the kingdom of god, etc.

My vocation and calling from God came through numerous encounters with the Holy Spirit
and the counsel and encouragement of others led by the Holy Spirit.

I live in a small community with very minimal interfaith opportunities. I cannot answer #12
because none of those are closest to my position. I believe salvation is available to everyone--
freely offered by God. So to say 'God chooses..." in a way is true because he chooses to offer it
to all. 'People choose..." only in response to God's initiative not of their own. 'God saves
everyone' is not right because there is a faith and believe component...response to his calling,
accepting his offer, accepting Jesus Christ as Lord. But God does call for
everyone/everywhere. 'Salvation...outdated', um, no. I am ordained Teaching Elder. I
responded to God's call to ordained ministry when I was in my 40's.

I am a pastor and chaplain

I am a Pastor, so I feel that my vocation, while technically is 'my job', covers many, many
aspects of my life in ways that it may not for other Christians.

I feel called to find and promote common calling by the One God revealed in the world
religions and work together toward Love in justice and peace

I am a soon-to-be retired minister of Word and sacrament whose faith will continue to seek
understanding.
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I have often quoted from an action of GA where we voted to say that FOR US, Jesus Christ is
the only way to God (John 14). Ilike how that allows me as a pastor and the church as a
denomination to 'Speak our convictions, but with humility.' Sovereignty of God first; grace of
God second; the love of Jesus Christ; the koinonia of the Holy Spirit and most everything else
will fall into place! My vocational training was more spiritual and had greater spiritual depth
at Colgate University than the outstanding education I had at Princeton. Having served many
years on CPM I am frustrated at our seminaries' continuing emphasis on the leadership and
administrative skills of the pastor over the spiritual formation. How sad, but necessary that
spiritual formation should be a requirement for graduation. How sad that, as far as I know,
only one of our seminaries requires it. I know we can't make it happen, but so much time and
effort is still spent making Greek and Hebrew happen! I wish every seminary professor had
the length of experience and depth of spiritual life and joy in the Spirit as someone like Elder
Hawkins (former Rochester GA moderator during the Angela Davis controversy). While I
have been very supportive of the progression of our belief about ordination and marriage of
gays (we have a married gay son with children), these have consumed so much time of
dualistic votes (a la Richard Rohr) that we have become more and more divided and our
presbyteries have less and less dialogue because of those who have left. I served in Beaver-
Butler Presbytery 1987-2000, a hot bed of discontent and division at the end of those years
and into the nest decade. But for a while I loved the dialogue and challenges we shared.
When one side began to say the 'other side' was in apostasy (or going to hell), respect, unity
and fellowship in the Spirit went out the window. At the same time the cost of administration
and the dischord in the ranks kept leading to more and more time spent on rearranging the
deckchairs on the titanic of the GAC. I was ordained in 1977 and we had 3 agencies and
several hundred missionaries. We are institutionalizing ourselves to death at the loss of our
mission outreach. Here are three ways to measure our faithfulness as a church of Jesus
Christ: 1) How many adult professions of faith do we have each year and why? (GA resources;
seminary courses; presbytery workshops); 2) Who are the children on our baptized rolls (I
preached about the need for this before GA adopted it) and how do we help one another
nurture these folks? I count them only through age 18 (since instructions don't tell us how to
do otherwise) and then they are lost if they have not been confirmed or oftentimes if they were
only youth confirmation class members. I think the loss of UMHE (United Ministries in
Higher Education) was the sign of our huge losses here! 3)Since GA collects all of our money
stats each year, why not figure our Mission Ratio? I add ALL of the income figures - every
group, every investment, all income, and divide it by the mission dollars that leave the
building - local mission, PC(USA) mission, other mission. The highest we have had (my
church has 350 members) is 17% and I think last year's will probably be down to 12% or so.
We measure what we value!

We need to tell Christ's story in ways that are relevant to the culture around us but the
message will always be counter-cultural and will inform how we engage and interact with our
own culture and other's.

As I grow older, my eyes are opened more and more to how God is working in all aspects of
my life and 