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Don’t miss what’s inside! • Together in Action highlights • Come to the Waters promo flier • Justice and Peace calendar • Creative ideas for Gathering logo • Proposed alumnae network • Opportunities to change lives • Celebrate the Gifts flier • and more!
Churchwide Gathering
Register now! The Gathering is June 18–21!

We do hope you are planning to attend the PW 2015 Churchwide Gathering! It is a great way to renew old friendships and make new ones! And it is coming up in June! What better place to be when summer begins than in Minneapolis? Why, it might even be spring still, in Minneapolis! 

Haven’t registered yet? Do it now while you can get one of the early-bird incentives!  (Those who register by March 20 will receive a special-edition Gathering pin, a chance to purchase a limited-edition Gathering tote bag, and can vote for the official Gathering theme song.)

If you did not get a registration booklet, call 800/524-2612 and order item CWG15001, or go to www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering to download the information. Take a look at the many wonderful choices you have for educational workshops. Don’t miss pages 13–15 with information about mission tours and opportunities for a variety of other programs. Pay special attention to the silent auction and mission scrapbook project because you can be planning for those now! Sign up and see how many from your congregation/presbytery/synod you can bring! 

Meet the (Gathering) challenge!

Will you meet the Gathering challenge? Bring the most women from a congregation, presbytery or synod and be recognized! Think you might be the youngest attendee? Oldest? Came with the largest contingent? Created the most stylish logo item?

We’ll be collecting data on our Gathering superlatives. Come to the PW/Horizons area at the Gathering and tell us about yourself. Watch for the announcements about the best, newest, farthest, most loyal and more in Horizons (September/October 2015), Daily Horizons at the Gathering and at www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering.

Never been to a Gathering? Come see what people are talking about! Not sure what to expect? See page 3!

Celebrations

World Day of Prayer, Friday, March 6

Celebrate the Gifts of Women, Sunday, March 8

Don't forget two important annual observances coming up in March—World Day of Prayer and Celebrate the Gifts of Women. 

World Day of Prayer takes place internationally on the first Friday of March. If you can’t celebrate World Day of Prayer on the first Friday in March, choose another date that works for your community and celebrate in symbolic solidarity with women around the world! This year's service is built around John 13:1–17: After washing the feet of his disciples, Jesus asks, “Do you understand what I have done for you?” Download resources from www.wdp-usa.org/2015-bahamas.

On Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday 2015, we  lift up the bond between young and senior women in God’s household. Learn more at www.presbyterian

mission.org/ministries/all-women/resources.
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Working for Justice and Peace 

Together in Action Days highlights from around the country

PW groups observing National Human Trafficking Awareness Day and PW’s Together in Action Days put great energy into the effort, as you can see from the stories on this page.



PW in the Synod of Southern California/Hawaii and F.A.N. presented “Together in Action: A Human Trafficking Awareness Seminar” on Saturday, January 10, at Calvary Presbyterian Church in Riverside. The program began with a reader’s theater presentation of Sever the Shackles. The play included Hagar’s survivor story, our synod survivor’s story and Joseph’s survivor story. Then the UNICEF USA documentary Not My Life, narrated by Glenn Close, was viewed and discussed.

After a break, Opal Singleton held an antitrafficking training seminar. As president and CEO of Million Kids, she serves as the training outreach coordinator for the Riverside County Sheriff’s Anti–human-trafficking Task Force. She has trained over 35,000 people, including government officials, school administrators, social outreach organizations, faith-based organizations and prominent individuals about human trafficking in the United States and around the globe. She has dedicated her retirement years to saving children from exploitation wherever she can. Among facts she shared:

•
Human trafficking is the fastest growing crime in America.

•
Teenagers are the most likely target to be groomed and lured into prostitution and exploitation. Much of the recruitment is taking place in our public schools and malls and through the internet and smart phones.

•
70 percent of kids in prostitution are accessed through social media.

•
Three of four victims in the United States are U.S. citizens.

•
California has more human trafficking than any other state.

•
The FBI says there are more than 750,000 predators on line at any given time.

As Presbyterian women involved in human trafficking awareness, we need to continue to spread the word so others can be informed and save children from exploitation.

—Sharon Wakamoto



I am coordinator for a small group in Iowa called Protecting Our Children. We had a dynamic panel, cosponsored by a Kiwanis group—a former trafficking prosecutor, an adoptive mother of a trafficking survivor in our community, and an antitrafficking educator and sociology professor. The focus was on informing educators, parents, coaches and youth group advisors about the reality of trafficking in Iowa and ways to prevent it. It made the front page of the newspaper in our local community. 

We are on the schedule of the Ames Area Religious Leaders Association to present about trafficking and we will suggest that they as a group become leaders in helping people to understand trafficking, reduce the demand, and work to educate about and prevent it.

We are in the process of working with our local Kiwanis to develop a Teens Against Trafficking group. We have met with school staff and spoken with the curriculum supervisor about incorporating some kind of preventive education in the schools. We will be sponsoring the showing of a newly developed video documentary of three young women from Iowa who are trafficking survivors. Trafficking is an unfortunate reality in Iowa because it has two major interstates, I-35 and I-80, running east and west and north and south. 

—Jan Beran



Together in action at the Georgia capitol

Sheila Louder, the CCT's vice moderator for justice and peace concerns, (at left in the photo) stands with women from the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta, and others, at an ecumenical candlelight vigil on the campus of Spelman College, Sunday, January 11, 2015, in observance of Human Trafficking Awareness Day. "Rachel," whose name is on a bill called "Rachel's Law," is pictured with the group (fourth from left). "Rachel's Law" introduced by Georgia Representative Andy Welch, is aimed at securing funding for rehabilitation programs for girls involved in sex trafficking who want to turn their lives around. Rachel, in fact, was given safe harbor at Living Water for Girls, a 2012 PW Birthday Offering recipient. Rachel’s Law is being attached to a “Safe Harbor” resolution coming before the state legislature this year.

On Monday, January 12, 2015 a group gathered at the capitol to as part of PW’s Together in Action Days around the topic of human trafficking. The group was convened at Central Presbyterian Church across from the Georgia State Capitol. Representative Welch and attorney David Boone, president and founder of CLAWS (Civil Lawyers Against World Sex-Slavery), spoke to the group. Immediately afterward, the group crossed the street to the capitol wearing their "I am Rachel" t-shirts and buttons. They handed copies of a letter written by Rachel and “I am Rachel” button to each state senator and representative they encountered.

—Sheila Louder


Here are photos from our event at First Presbyterian Church, Livermore, California. On our information table, we had baskets of prayer patches made by women in the church. We attached a card with a prayer and the national human trafficking hotline number. We asked people to take two—one for themselves and one to give to someone outside of the church to help increase awareness of this important issue. Our speaker was Mark Fisher from Red Window Project, which assists survivors of human trafficking. He is pictured below with some of the women of the church. 

—Connie Clark (on right in photo)
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Churchwide Gathering
The essentials: what you need to know about the Churchwide Gathering
•
Registration opened January 15! The registration booklet that mailed with the November/December issue of Horizons is also on line at www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering. 

•
Those who register by March 20 also will receive a voucher for a special-edition Gathering pin (not for sale) and will receive an email link so they can vote for the official Gathering theme song. 

•
Tote bags will not be given to everyone. Attendees are encouraged to bring one with them, perhaps from a former Gathering. However, those who register for the Gathering early will be able to purchase a limited-edition Gathering tote bag. 

•
The program book has spaces for exhibitor ads, as well as space for fun personal ads. A full-page ad costs $250; a half-page, $175; a quarter-page, $100. (See enclosed flier.)

•
PW’s international guests will arrive on Wednesday, June 17, for supper/worship/orientation at Westminster Presbyterian Church. They will attend a full-day mission immersion and orientation program at Church of All Nations on Thursday, June 18, and will be officially introduced at the dinner celebration on Friday evening.

•
On Thursday, June 18, a full-day tour of various local mission areas will be offered for those individuals who arrive early and have no other commitments. The tour will cost $30, and participants will be on their own for lunch and shopping in Minneapolis’s International Marketplace.

•
Three additional local mission tours will be offered. On Friday, participants will take the light rail to Habitat for Humanity Headquarters (at a cost of approximately $5, paid on site). Saturday, participants will travel by bus ($20) to the Kwanzaa Community Center.

•
Authors of all three upcoming Horizons Bible studies (2015, 2016 and 2017) will be featured in plenary and will lead workshops. Anita Gutschick, Women of the Bible dramatist, will present during plenary and will lead a workshop.

•
On Friday and Saturday, there are 40 educational opportunities in six time slots (three slots on both Friday and Saturday). Attendees may choose up to six workshops (three each day).

•
Four tours of Westminster Presbyterian Church have been scheduled during educational opportunity time slots.

•
T-shirts will not be made for this Gathering. You are invited, instead, to create your own Gathering logo wear. You may download the logo at www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering or use the art provided in the registration booklet. Design your own t-shirts, caps, banners or . . . . Be creative! 

•
Three pre-dinner get-togethers are being offered (two on Friday, one on Saturday) to discuss finances, legal issues and General Assembly issues.

•
Volunteers from the local Women’s Resource Center will set up and staff the Clothesline Project. It will be in the Activities Hall. 

•
The Activities Hall and the dining room will be in the same large exhibit area. Gathering attendees will walk through the Activities Hall to reach the dining room, thus giving them more opportunities to visit exhibits. 

•
The Activities Hall will include the PW exhibit area, the Presbyterian Bookstore, the Presbyterian Hunger Program’s Global Marketplace and other exhibits. Exhibitors will be able to sell items from booths.

•
A silent auction will be held in conjunction with dinner on one of the evenings, with proceeds designated to benefit the Mission Pledge. Synods and presbyteries are asked to donate items valued at $25 or more. Katie Blume will coordinate the auction. Contact her at kdb616@gmail.com.

•
The mission project ($10 Target gift cards) will benefit the American Indian Family Center in St. Paul. The Gathering offering will benefit ECPAT-USA and Hogar Clara Lair, a women’s shelter in Puerto Rico. 

•
Each plenary session will include a spiritual reflection based on a small group Bible study resource related to the Gathering theme.

•
Friday evening’s banquet will replace the typical dinner and plenary for the evening. Dinner will begin at 6:30. The program for the evening will be emceed by Shari Stump and will include PW’s international guests. The evening will conclude with vespers led by Dee Koza. This will be a celebratory event, and attendees may dress up. 

•
Dinner on Thursday, the banquet on Friday, and lunch on Saturday are included in the Gathering registration fee. Attendees will be “on their own” for breakfast Friday, Saturday and Sunday; lunch Friday; and dinner Saturday. 

•
There are many handy meal options including local restaurants, food trucks, hotel breakfast buffet and more.  

•
Synods, presbyteries and other groups wanting to schedule a special meal together may contact Amy Kettner, Hyatt Convention Services Manager at 612.596.4532 or amy.kettner@hyatt.com. Please mention that this is in reference to the 2015 Churchwide Gathering. Contact her no later than June 1. Each group holding a special meal will be responsible for contacting Amy, scheduling the meal, determining the menu, collecting the money, paying the hotel, etc. 

•
Not able to attend? Sponsor someone who can!
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PW/PC(USA) Connections 

White Privilege Conference

Friends of Justice and Peace, 

The 16th White Privilege Conference is coming to Louisville March 11–14, 2015. It provides an opportunity for Presbyterians in the region and nation to connect with one another in doing work for social justice. While this is a secular conference, the work of racial and social justice is one that requires all of us, and many Presbyterians find this space holy ground. 

Background 

The White Privilege Conference (www.whiteprivilegeconference.com) is a national (and international) gathering that annually draws more than 2, 000 people of all colors, faiths, vocations and focus. What brings them together is a desire to understand more about unearned advantage—or the lack of it—and what costs it exacts from us individually and from our communities. The workshops, institutes and keynotes pivot on how we can work together to dismantle systemic oppression. Considerable focus is given to the realities as we live them, connecting identity-based privileges and oppressions that create deep inequities across race/ethnicity, gender, age, socioeconomic status and ability lines. 

As faith leaders, you have influence in spheres both private and public. It is a critical skill to be able to see and engage privilege and power in the work we do. This conference is an opportunity for those in the work to do their own work and to consider how they might widen the circles of their concern. The conference often helps participants shift how they see themselves (individually and in system), and enhance their abilities to communicate across differences and stand up for justice more effectively. 

In predominantly white congregations, we often don’t recognize our “normal” state of comfort, as well as our ignorance of the world around us that helps keep us that way. The White Privilege Conference focuses on the awareness that just being able to live comfortably without much thinking, in a world that was made for us, and not for others, is a built-in advantage.

In congregations that are largely made up of people of color, many members encounter the other side of privilege (default disadvantage) in their everyday lives, and it’s important to recognize what they’re dealing with on an institutional and personal, not just spiritual, level. A lot of these worshippers may struggle with Christianity’s historic role in racial oppression and with that church’s politics. 

"For such a time as this"

In the aftermath of Ferguson and so many similar incidents around the country, what could be more relevant and pressing today? There is important work to be done in and with our congregations and councils. We often have been missing from community dialogue. Perhaps, we are waiting for leadership to emerge. The Bible tells us it is the moment and the response that shows who’s a true leader—“for such a time as this.” I believe you feel both the weight of this issue and the need for prophetic voices on issues of race and other oppressions. You are some of our denomination’s leaders. 

This event has been valuable to church folks for a long time. Don’t wait, or the opportunity will pass you by. This conference usually sells out. See www.whiteprivilegeconference.com/program.html. Presbyterians receive a discount 

with the discount code PCUSA (select nonprofit rate and the box will come up for the code). 

Note that this is not a place for those who are still unsure whether diversity is 

a good thing or who do not know whether the work of the church and Jesus is racial and social justice. This is a place where folks who are doing the work can connect with others who are interested in growing in community. 

Will you join us?

—Molly Casteel

PC(USA) Office of Representation, 

Inclusiveness, and Ruling Elder Training
Antiracism

PW responds to recent events

• 
ARC is developing supplements to the existing worship available through the Racial Ethnic and Women's Ministries office's website. This will include a simple medi-tation for small groups, some further scripture and litany suggestions, and other available racial justice resources. 

•
An adult education class specifically geared toward understanding privilege and micro-aggression is in final development with a focus on how congregations can use what they learn to engage in dialogue in their communities. It is designed to be 45 minutes to a hour for two to three sessions. 

•
Various PC(USA)/PW conferences, retreats and meetings are being explored as venues for getting out information and resources. 

•
PW works closely with the Presbyterian Mission Agency to uphold Presbyterian values as stated in the Brief Statement of Faith: "God created . . . everyone equally in God's image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community."

—Katie Blume

A note from the vice moderator for Justice and Peace

I was blessed to be invited to be a part of a private group of faith and civil rights leaders in the Atlanta area who met with Attorney General Eric Holder in early December. The agenda was to discuss Ferguson and next steps after the verdict. Atlanta was Holder's first stop in a series of planned visits to meet with leaders in several cities and discuss Ferguson and next steps after the verdict. Holder also met with the community at Ebenezer Baptist Church where he giving next steps and updates on what his office and President Obama's plans are concerning Ferguson and the state of race and police relations (especially in the African American/minority community) in America. He promised to "institute rigorous new standards and robust safeguards to help end racial profiling once and for all."

Atlanta was chosen as his first stop because of it's significance in the civil rights movement and being the home of Dr. Martin Luther King, who preached nonviolence and peace.

—Sheila Louder
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Leadership Enhancement

Wealth of experience to be tapped in proposed alumnae network  

By Jayne Sneed

In the former Women of The Church organization, women who had served in leadership positions in the former Synod of The Virginias had an informal fellowship group called “The Has Beens.” These women would meet for a social time or for a meal during summer enrichment conferences and later during PW in the Synod summer gatherings because they wanted to maintain the close friendships developed during their time of serving together in the women’s organizations of our denomination. 

In Eastern Virginia, many of these women also met for lunch a couple of times each year (a sort of “family reunion”) in order to see one another and share news of women’s programs in their areas. These women stayed in touch with cards and telephone calls as well. It was helpful to maintain these relationships and to be able to “phone a friend” from the area when someone needed a quick answer to a question or help with finding a resource or a speaker in the region.

Those who have been part of Churchwide Coordinating Teams, Global Exchanges, and USA Mission Experiences over the past 26 years also have enjoyed the blessings of close relationships developed while doing ministry for Presbyterian Women. Although former churchwide team members are too widespread to get together for lunch every year, many of these women stay in touch through cards, telephone calls and especially through electronic resources available through the digital world. 

During the Leadership Enhancement Committee meeting at the fall CCT meeting, an idea was discussed to try to form an “alumnae network” of former CCT members and women who have been part of Global Exchanges or USA Mission Experience groups. These women have gained valuable experience while serving in a churchwide leadership position and could serve as helpful resources by sharing their knowledge and experiences with Presbyterian women who are just beginning their service.

An electronic survey is being sent to any Presbyterian woman who has served at the national level. This survey is brief and user-friendly. It asks about ways that “alums” might be willing to help. Examples of help might include serving as:

•
a mentor to a new CCT member;

•
a “phone a friend” or support person if someone in leadership has questions;

•
a speaker or workshop leader for a nearby congregation, presbytery or synod;

•
a speaker or workshop leader for a Churchwide Gathering;

•
a Celebration Giving or Horizons representative;

•
a helper to distribute PW information locally; or

•
a guest writer for Horizons.

If you have served PW on the national level, and do not  receive a survey in February, check the spam folder in your email inbox. If you do not see a survey, please contact Patricia Longfellow at patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org.

Churchwide Gathering

Fun to-do list for the Churchwide Gathering

•
Put together a mission scrapbook page (details below).

•
Sponsor someone who does not have the money to attend.

•
Make plans to ride together and share expenses.

•
Buy gift cards for the Gathering mission project.

•
Read up on Minneapolis before you go so you can make the most of your free time while there.

•
Pack a reusable water bottle, or plan to purchase one at the Gathering, to avoid the use of bottled water. 

•
Order your Come to the Waters Bible study so you can get the most out of the author’s plenary presentation and workshop. 

•
Purchase an ad in the program book to say thank-you, honor someone, inspire others, brag, share . . .

•
Decide what you will donate to the silent auction, to benefit the Mission Pledge. Items should be valued at $25 or more.

Churchwide Gathering 

"Look at all these mission ideas!”*

* Bring a 12" x 12" scrapbook page highlighting your mission(s)! Please include pictures and text telling us about your projects. On the back of the page, please include:

•
church, presbytery or synod name

•
contact person name, email and phone number

•
a signed release for individuals in the photos  

We will digitize the pages and share them as an online mission scrapbook. Drop off your scrapbook page at the CCT booth in the Activities Hall. Only one page per congregation. Presbyteries and synods may submit up to three pages. Questions? Contact Jane McGookey, mcgookey@gmail.com.

PW/PC(USA) Connections 

PW, Synod of Northeast support Young Adult Volunteers

Six young people from the Synod of the Northeast are currently serving in the PC(USA)'s Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) Program. Several years ago we created a line item in our budget to be able to offer financial support to these young people. To make sure the YAV’s knew that we wanted to help, we established a relationship with the administration of the YAV program and created an application process. This fall we gave $500 to the five who applied. To quote our moderator, Maxine Hunter: "We keep asking where are the young people? Well, we found them.” In return, we ask the young men and women to share their YAV experiences with PW groups at any level.

—Charlotte Hasselbarth
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Publishing Mission of PW

Supporting the publishing mission of Presbyterian Women, one Horizons reader at a time!

Tucked into the new Horizons subscription card and renewal letter is an opportunity to add extra $$ over and above the subscription price to lend support to the publishing mission of Presbyterian Women. The ongoing response just confirms what everyone in the church already knows: Presbyterian women—and Horizons readers, in particular—never miss an opportunity to care much and give generously!

You may donate each time you renew, subscribe or give a gift subscription. You also may send a separate tax-deductible gift at any time, “Donation to publishing mission” in the memo line, to Publishing Mission, Presbyterian Women, Inc., PO Box 643652, Pittsburgh, PA 15264–3652. 

This winter (continues this spring), Presbyterian women have had yet another opportunity to support the publishing mission of PW. Those who make a special gift of $50 or more receive a free copy of Paul for Everyone: 2 Corinthians by N.T. Wright. (To take advantage of this opportunity, send a note with your $50 (or more) donation to Horizons, PO Box 421, Congers, NY 10920-0421, asking to receive Wright’s book.) 

A special thank-you to the following supporters! This list reflects gifts to the publishing mission of PW processed from October 1 through December 31, 2014. Many women contributed to other ministries of PW and they are thanked, too, but are not listed below.

Emma Aaroe


Carol Adamek


Virginia Ailes


Mona Ajans


Barbara Andrews


Helen Archerd


Lois A. Aroian


Joanne Aymar


Glenda Balentine


Cheryl Banks


Beverly Banning


Francine E. Barasch


Peggy Barnes


Linda Barnett


William T. Barnett


Suzanne Barrett


Jean Bartlet


Sara Bauer


Doris Beechwood


Jeanette B. Bell


Ruth Benson


Joan Bentz


Jan Beran


Renee Berry


Faye Bishop


Agnes Blackmon


Hille Blackshaw


Dorothy F. Blankinship


Agnes Bloomquist


Judith Bodnaruk


Martha Bonham


Merle Bottge


Alberta M. Boughman


M. Elnora Bradish


Gwen Bradley


Loretta Bradley


Martha
Brallier


Connie
Brenner


Rosemary E. Brouwer


Elaine Brown


Doris Brown


Jas Brown


Doris Brubaker


Evelyn Bryant


Isabell Buffat


Linda Burchard


Annie Burns


Elizabeth Burton


Helen Byrd


Miriam Byrd


Betty Cameron


Lucille G. Cannady


Glenda Carlile


Leisa Carrick


Sharon Cely


Clancy Cherry


Nan Cho


Hanna Cho


Eun Choi


Jerine Clark


Dottie Collins


Kathie Compeau


Kathryn Conner 


Carol Connerton


Donna Cook


Sylvia Corbin


Gladys H. Cordy


Anne Corley


Sarah Cox


Ruth D. Crawford


Martha Crossman


Kathyn Crowell, First PC, Matawan, NJ

Areta Crowell


Judith Cunningham


Mary Darsey


Dorothy Davis


Alice De Lattre


Katherine N. Dean


Sue Dempsey


Nancy Denn 


Glenda Denny


Lois Dewitt


Carole DeYoung


Gloria Dietrich


Bettye W. Dixie


Patricia Dixon


Henrietta Dixon


Elaine Dodson


Betty Dowd


Lynn Doyle-Pebworth


Eugenia Dussourd


Barbara East


Evelyn Eckard


Barbara Elliott


Darlene
Elliott


Pat Ellis


Mary E. Ellis


Joan Engstrom


Barbara
Epley-Shuck


Kathy Escandell


Joy Fisher Evans


Lori Evans


Carmen Ferris


Peter Fetterolf


Presbyterian Women, First PC, Franklin, NJ


Miriam-Esther Circle, First PC, Warren, OH


First PC, Wichita, KS


Marian Foster


Florence Foster


Hardie H. Frankel


Lois Franklin


Mary Freeman


Dot French


Donna Frey-Decou


Sally Frisch


Sarah Gambrell


Eleana Garrett


Sandra Gisiner


Alison Gist


Agustin Gonzalez-Guzman


Carolyn Gottlieb


Roberta
Graff


Allene Carr Greer


Jenell Griffith


Joanne J. Haakinson


Patricia E. Haguewood


Marianne K. Hall


Josephine Hambrick


Marian Hardin


Willa Jean Harner


Helen Harold


Carolyn S. Harp


Fran Hawkins


Winifred J. Hawkins


Anne Haynes


Jane Hays


Joan G.
Heckel


Gail Heimbuck


Diane Helin


Rosalie Hemingway, PW, First PC, Valatie, NY

Frances Hendricks


Elisabeth Henifin


Gertrude Hicks


Betty Higdon


Doris Hixson


Geneviese Hoeppner


Mary E. Hogue


Margaret Howland


Frederick and Susan Hufford


Molly H. Hughes


Catrelia Hunter

Lena Hunter


June E. F. Jacobson


Amy Johnson


Maybeth Johnson


Karen Johnston


Bligh Jones


Ruth Jones


Eleanor Jorgenson


Sylvia P. Karcher


Carolyn Keeble


Martha K. Keily


Jan Kenner


Anahid Keosaian


Elizabeth L. Kerr


Laura Kimberly


E. Joseph Kimmel Jr.


Rachelle King


Cyndee King


Emma Kirkpatrick


Mary Love Klein


Alice R. Kocher


Carole Koi


Kathryn W. Koop


Carolyn L. Kordt


Lucia Kremzar


Judy Faye Ladd


Linda Laine


Mary Law


Burnis Leavens


Jyung (Jenny) Lee


Mary Lee


Leland PC, Leland, MS


Martha J. Levardsen


Martha Lewis 


Harriet Y. Lewis, Deborah Ruth Circle, Westview PC, Longmont, CO


Jane Lippman


Marian Edna Livers


Marilyn  Long


George H. Lower


Virginia Lowrey


Josephine Lu


Chris MacKeith


Jeanne S. MacPhail


Sarah Maestripieri


Orlene K. Makinson


Marlene Maksel


Martha K. Manning


Nancy E. Massaro


Marilyn Massey


Yvonne E. Mathews


William Matson


Eileen McCafferty


Olive McCloskey


Gene McEvoy


Ann McKee


Margaret McKerley


Mary McKinney


Nancy U. McLean


Rosemary McLean


Helen McMasters


Eleanor M. Engeman McNair


Ann J. McNeill


Susan I. Mellichamp


Catherine Melver


Betty Merriman


Myrna Mettler


Robert Michael


Margaret Mielke


Jeanne S. Miller


Mary Miller


Diane S. Miller


Sarah Mitchell



Carole Mobus


Leone L. Mohney


Pat Molnar


Donna Monteith


Jean Moore


Mary Ann Morriss


Jacqueline Murphy


Kaye Neller


Joann Nelson


Sandra Nelson


Cheryl Netherton


Pat Newman


Jean Michelle Nieman


Kathy Nienhouse


Emily Nietering


Winnie Nofsinger


Ann Noland


Sydney Nordt


Northminster PW, Sarasota, FL


D. K. Norvell


Stelley D. Nottingham


Nancy Nutter


Claudia C. Oakes


Ann Olson


Gladys Ortiz


Barbara Outterson


Marilyn L. Owen


Flo Pacharzina


Ethel Palmer


Virginia Palmer


L. Pardee


Helen Pellet


Judy Persons


Carolyn Phillips


Eleanor Phillips


Donna Poe


Lois Potter


Edith Prentice


Sonia Quijano


Eudelia Ramirez


Linda Reaser


Ethel Van Dyke Reece


E. Register


Ruth M. Rehfeldt


Joanne Reid


Shirley Reiner


Elvin Rhoten


Homer Natalie Rickabaugh


Mary Beth Riner


Sally Roberts


Bonita M. Rosen


Ruth Roth 


Mildred Rothgarn


Jackie Rotondi


Betty Rots


Esther Rounds


Grace Munro Roy


Jane D. Roy


Marabeth Russell


Lois J. Saathoff


Mary E. Samples


Esther Sanders


Ruth Burgos Sasscer


Wanda L. Sawyers


Eleanor Schneider


Melissa Schnucker


Doris V. Schoon


Maureen Searing


Rematha B. Shaw


Dary Shenefelt


Lou J. Shepherd


Terri Sherman


Virginia Shirey


Shirley A. Shirley


Kay Shissler


Prudie Skinner


Helen Slack


Angie Smith


Priscilla Smith


Phyllis C. Smith


Phyllis M. Smith


Jo C. Smith


Mary Jo Snitker


Pam Snyder


Jean Souter


Wanda Sporrer


Mary Lewis Spragens


Carolyn Sprinkle


Renee Steed


Patricia Steele


Joan S. Stemen


Leslie Stone


Marilee Story


Marybell Streetman


Marilyn Sudbrock


Mary Sundberg, Waltham PC, Utica, IL


Marion H. Swarthout


Sara C. Swead


Anne Swope


Marian P. Taylor


Jennifer Thomas


Jean Tischler


Margaret Trainer


Marilyn Trippel


Helen Turner


Theresa Underwood


Jean Van Der Kamp


Theresa Varnado


Joyce Vasil


Jacquelyn E. Vinson


Mary Edith Walker


Alice Walters


Lynne Walton


Suzan Wang


Kathy G.Wareham


West Baton Rouge PC, Port Allen, LA


Lorna J. Whisler


Clara White


Ann White


Clara Whitley


Key D. Whitney


Elsa Whitney


Sally Whitten


Barbara Will

Elaine J. Williams

Mary K. Williams


Olivia Williams



Sharon Williams


Eileen Williamson


Martha Willoughby


Rachel Wills


Shelda Wills


Susan Wilson


Sandra Winslett


Joan Wise-Hostetter


Gladys B. Wonderley


Marilyn Woodrich


Margaret Woods


Linda H. Worden


Ruth Wyckoff


Shirley Yates


Kay Yoon


Dixie Youderian


Mary Lou Young


Betty Ann Yurkewitch


Rosaleen Zisch
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Presbyterian Women in the Synods 

Orange Day in the Synod of the Northeast

By Virginia Champlin

Geneva Presbytery Mission and Ministry Commissioner

and CCT Search Moderator

The Synod of the Northeast held their assembly October 24–26 at Stony Point Conference Center. On Saturday, October 25, the entire assembly participated in Orange Day. Everyone wore orange or was presented orange ribbons to coordinating team of Geneva Presbytery). The day began with morning worship service conducted by incoming moderator Thia Reggio (NYC Presbytery) centered on domestic violence. The Assembly was generous with the offering received during this service being donated to the PCUSA Office of Domestic Violence. 

Stony Point Conference Center codirectors Rick and Kitty Ufford-Chase (Hudson River Presbytery) invited the staff of Stony Point to participate. The entire staff was decked out in the brightest orange attire. The chef prepared as many orange dishes as possible for the meals served that day. 

At the conclusion of the day, one of the commissioners, Rich Will (minister in the Northern NY Presbytery), gave a tearful testimony of being a victim of domestic violence. He was grateful for this day of awareness.

Mission Relations

Global Exchange Caribbean looks at VAW

Note that the PW Global Exchange to the Caribbean encountered the issue of human trafficking and other forms of violence against women and children. A truly global issue, it is being met with determined efforts by Reformed denominations and others in the island nations of the Caribbean. Women on the Exchange shared struggles and successes in facing the same uncomfortable issues. Pam Snyder, CCT vice moderator of mission relations, said "We looked for the heart of these social issues, to where people are bringing about positive changes." Read more in the January/February 2015 issue of Horizons magazine. Not a subscriber? Call 866.802.3635.

Horizons Bible Study

Reconciling Paul art quilt giveaway!

Congratulations, Mary Morrissette, a PW member of North Presbyterian Church in North St. Paul, whose name was pulled from the pool of names of those who registered for the beautiful Reconciling Paul art quilt. She said, when notified: "I am truly blessed, and wish blessings to you! I will share it with my circle members and our PW organization at North Presbyterian."
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Giving and Funding

Many opportunities to changes lives, support mission through Presbyterian Women!

2015 Birthday Offering materials now available

In September 2014, PW's Creative Ministries Offering Committee selected two recipients for the 2015 Birthday Offering—Community of St. Therese of Lisieux, a nonprofit, two-year residential community in Memphis specifically created to address the needs of women seeking to learn a new way of life after prostitution, addiction and/or human trafficking; and sister churches Oxford Presbyterian Church (Ohio) and Seventh Presbyterian Church (Colombia), who are promoting social change in the lives of displaced women and children in the embattled neighborhood of El Por Fin in Barranquilla, Colombia. 

Every PC(USA) congregation should have received 2015 promotional materials by now, addressed to “PW/Women’s Group.” If you know of someone who should have received the packet and did not, you may request one by calling PDS at 800.524.2612 (ask for item PWR15451), or download the materials from the PW Birthday Offering web page (www.presbyterianwomen.org/birthday). 

The goal for the 2015 Offering is $500,000. Please promote widely and encourage all in your congregations and circles to give as they have been blessed.

And, as always, please email patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org to ensure the PW database contains up-to-date contact information. 

Honorary Life Memberships honor special women

Honorary Life Memberships are a beautiful way to honor the special women in our PW lives—those women who have mothered us, mentored us and/or transformed our circles, congregations, presbyteries and synods through their faithful service. There are two options: the sterling silver level at $95 and the gold level at $250. Contact Jung Ju Winner at 844.797.2872, ext. 8014, or jung.winner@pcusa.org, for more information. Funds support PW leadership development and training. 

Giving/funding webinars resume!

Celebration Giving webinars have returned! The next ones are scheduled for Monday, May 4, from noon to 2 pm, est, and again that evening from 7 to 9 pm, est. These webinars are available for anyone wishing to promote the giving and funding program of Presbyterian Women. Even if you are not serving in the critical Celebration Giving representative role, but believe in the work that PW does and want to interpret the important role giving and funding plays in PW’s mission and ministry, you will benefit from participation. Watch for registration information on PW’s Giving and Funding web page.

Mothers’ Day Project 2015! 

Healthy Women Healthy Families (E052136) is a year-round PC(USA) program that assists global partners by providing grants to fund education, health and community-development activities in impoverished communities. By participating in the annual Healthy Women Healthy Families Mother’s Day Project, Presbyterians not only honor important women in their lives with Mothers’ Day cards, but they also help provide numerous services, including prenatal and essential obstetric services, trauma healing and psychosocial support, and early-childhood health and nutrition programs, through their donations. To order cards and promotional materials, please contact Stephanie Caudill in the Presbyterian World Mission office, stephanie.caudill@pcusa.org or by calling 888.728.7228, ext. 5279.
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Churchwide Gathering

Getting crafty with the 2015 Churchwide Gathering symbol, the nautilus

Are you crafty? Here is an easy craft that PWs from ages 8 to 108 can enjoy!

The logo of the Churchwide Gathering features a brightly hued, almost glimmering chambered nautilus! This shimmering wonder gives crafters the opportunity to bring out their most glittery paints and glues. The form of the nautilus—a logarithmic spiral—is reflected in other ways in the natural world—spider webs, wave patterns, even our own Milky Way! While crafting, it is worth pondering the awesomeness of God’s creation and our place in this amazing universe. 

Seashell salt dough ornament         

Planning for a circle meeting, a gathering, or thinking ahead to your Christmas tree? These fun to make (and inexpensive too) salt dough ornaments are a lovely (easily adaptable) craft for everyone! 

Salt dough ingredients

2 cups flour

1 cup salt

1 cup water

Craft supplies

Stamps with ink, acrylic paints, cookie cutters, ribbons

Download

The 2015 Gathering logo (visit www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering and click on the link “Promote the Gathering.”) Here you will find several options.

How-to

1.
Stir salt into water to dissolve. Add flour. Stir. Knead until the flour becomes soft and not sticky. Add a bit more flour to achieve a non-sticky surface (add by tablespoon). 

2.
Roll out the dough to ¼ inch thick. If you are using stamps with stamp ink, stamp the dough and cut out ornaments with a knife or cookie cutter. Use a knitting needle or straw to cut out hole for inserting a ribbon or string (if you are making an ornament). If you plan to use acrylic paint or other medium, the dough will should bake (or thoroughly dry) before application. 

3.
Bake dough on very low heat (200 degree F) for 1 to 4 hours, depending on thickness of dough.

4.
If you want to insert items into the dough (small seashells, buttons) or use paints and glues, you should consider not baking the ornaments in the oven as, depending on the material, you may risk a fire or melted buttons! You may opt to air dry the ornaments over several days.

5.
When you are happy with your ornament, to seal it, combine one tablespoon of school glue with one tablespoon water. Brush onto ornament and allow to thoroughly dry. You may also use Mod Podge® or other commercially available sealant too.

6. 
If you want to pause during your crafting, place unused dough in a plastic bag to keep the dough from drying out.

Bible Study

Help wanted! Nominate an author or offer to field test a study!

News flash!

The results of the field test of Who Is Jesus?, the 2016–2017 Horizons Bible study, are on their way to Judy Siker, the author of the study. Judy will review everything the field testers said about the study and use it to create the next draft.

Many thanks to our field testing groups from:

Boston Presbyterian Church, Boston, Georgia

Northwood Presbyterian Church, Clearwater, Florida

Broad Street Presbyterian Church, Columbus, Ohio

Farmingdale Presbyterian Church, Pleasant Plains, Illinois

Community of Grace Presbyterian Church, Sandy, Utah

First Presbyterian Church, Arlington Heights, Illinois

Riverside Presbyterian Church, Cocoa Beach, Florida

University Presbyterian Church, Phoenix, Arizona

Central Presbyterian Church, Denver, Colorado

South End Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, North Carolina

Fondren Presbyterian Church, Jackson, Mississippi

The Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church, The Woodlands, Texas

What about your group for the next study on Hebrews? Field testing takes place between August and December every year. Groups receive a draft of the study along with evaluation forms to complete as they make their way through each lesson. All evaluation forms are sent to the Bible study author, who uses feedback to edit and rewrite her work. Field testing is the best way for your voice to be heard as new Bible studies are developed.

PW circles, Bible study groups, and coordinating teams have all made excellent field testing groups. What about your group? Apply today! Contact Betsy Ensign-George (844.797.2872, ext. 5366, betsy.ensign-george@pcusa.org), or download an application from www.pcusa.org/horizons/bibleupcome.htm.

Author nominations welcome!

We need your help. Do you know someone you think would make an excellent Bible study author or a writer of Suggestions for Leaders? Pastors, educators and professors have all created studies and leader suggestions that are beloved by Presbyterian women. You might know the author of the next one. (The author of God’s Promises [2018–2019] will be chosen February 26, 2015. But it’s not too early to think about a writer for the 2019–2020 study.)

Strong candidates will have these qualities (and more!):

•
Knowledge of the Bible and related writings

•
Knowledge of, and commitment to, Reformed theology

•
Experience teaching Bible study

•
Experience writing, especially for lay people

•
Commitment to women’s issues

•
Commitment to using inclusive language in all communications

•
Hold active membership in the PC(USA)

Send in a nomination today! Contact Betsy Ensign-George (844.797.2872, ext. 5366, betsy.ensign-george@pcusa.org), or download an application from www.pcusa.org/horizons/bibleupcome.htm.
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PW Marketplace

New book tells Fellowship story through a child’s eyes

For children of all ages (and that means you, too!), Shanti Means Peace: The Story of the Fellowship of the Least Coin is a truly special picture book. In this paperback, Anna Bedford expertly tells the tale of the Fellowship of the Least Coin, and illustrator Shelley Hehenberger brings the gift of bright, captivating illustrations. Order from PDS, 800.524.2612; item PWR14470, $7.50.

Additional resources available for FLC children’s book!

The resource booklet to accompany Shanti Means Peace is bursting with activities including prayers, recipes, stories and more. Download at www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries

/pw/leastcoin.

Smile when you use Amazon!

If you plan to purchase books, music and other wonderful gifts from Amazon, you may effortlessly donate to PW (free to you!) by signing up for and shopping through Amazon Smile. Simply visit smile.amazon.com and select Presbyterian Women as your favorite charitable organization. Shop as you normally would through “regular” Amazon, but (even better!), when you shop through Amazon Smile, a portion of the purchase of eligible items is donated to Presbyterian Women. In other words: you shop, Amazon gives, PW receives!

Back by popular demand…

. . . Cents-Ability “Food for Change” collection cups

Once upon a time, Presbyterian Hunger Program’s Cents-Ability plastic collection cups went “out of print.” Thanks to Presbyterian women collection cup supporters, the collection cups are back in stock, ready to gather “food for change” at all Presbyterian meals! Order from PDS (800/524-2612; store.pcusa.org); enter item number 2543214321 in the search box. $5.00 for a set of 10 cups with slotted lids (lids are now a bit wider to accommodate bills).

Give the gift of the Gathering!

Know of a Presbyterian woman who has never experienced a Churchwide Gathering? Perhaps someone who needs spiritual uplift but doesn’t have the means to attend? Why not consider giving the gift of financial assistance to the Gathering? This gift—in full or in part—is 

a true gift from the heart.

Get creative for the Gathering!

Are you crafty? If so, visit the Gathering web pages and download the Gathering logo and/or Minnie Moose art (the Gathering moose-cot) and handcraft your very own gifts while sharing the word about the Churchwide Gathering (June 18–21, 2015, Minneapolis)! Visit www.presbyterian

women.org/gathering for logos and more! You can even use the logo to have your own Gathering shirt made. (See samples at right.) Download instructions with the logos.

Have a cute idea you would like to share? If so, contact Carissa Herold at carissa.herold@pcusa.org. Carissa isn’t particularly crafty so please describe how you made your t-shirt, fan, sun-catcher, hair clip, etc., in a very easy-to-understand-and-replicate way and she’ll see your idea is shared with PWs from east, west, north and south, and all points in-between.

And in case you missed it, there's a crafty idea on page 9 that involves the 2015 Gathering logo! Have fun!

Get some "northern exposure"!

Know a business that would benefit from exposure to over 1,000 women? Then we have an opportunity for you! As you know, the  2015 Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women will be held June 18–21, 2015 in Minneapolis! You can help offset costs by advertising your business at the gathering. Two options:

Place a print ad in our program 

• 
Full-page ad (5" x 8")—$250.00

• 
Half-page ad (4" x 5")—$175.00

• 
Quarter-page ad (2.5" x 4")—$100.00

Reserve a display booth in our activities hall 

This is a great way to interact with Gathering participants, distribute information and/or hand out swag. The cost for a space in the activity hall starts at $450  (for the entire Gathering). Download the exhibitor application form at www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering.

Horizons Reps Corner

Happy new year, Horizons reps! A blessing and hug to each of you who promote the publishing mission of Presbyterian Women in your region and beyond! The world is rapidly changing (and challenging) for mainline denominations and for publishing. You are heralded for your tireless and enthusiastic efforts to support Horizons magazine and Bible study and the work of Presbyterian Women. To help you do what you do, the promotion to provide a one-year subscription to first-time readers continues (no Bible study, just magazine). Submit your list to Carissa Herold and she will see that these first-time-readers begin receiving the magazine. (Email Carissa.herold@pcusa.org; fax 502.569.8026; or mail your list to Carissa Herold, Presbyterian Women, 100 Witherspoon St., Louisville KY 40202-1396.)

