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COGA Church-Wide Consultation

In a religious landscape that has been changing substantially in recent history, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its agencies have been wrestling with what these changes mean for the church, its identity, mission, and focus. The Office of the General Assembly seeks new ways to faithfully carry out the direction given by the General Assembly in the 21st century. In the midst of these changes and this collective discernment, the important question arises as to whether the purposes and mission of the agencies that have served the church in the past are right for our future as a church.

The Committee on the Office of the General Assembly has called for a church-wide consultation that seeks to engage the whole denomination in a conversation about what the church is called to be and do, what it means to be a connectional church, and what is our shared identity, so that the 222nd General Assembly in 2016 will be substantively informed by the insights and wisdom of congregations, councils, and agencies when it gathers in Portland to ponder these things.

What are we called to be and do as a denomination in the 21st century? The objective of this study is to engage the whole church in conversation, and to provide a summary of this conversation to commissioners at the 222nd General Assembly, where they will weigh important matters of purpose, function, mission and ministry. We have the opportunity to share our hopes and dreams about the church with the General Assembly. Will you join the conversation?
What does it mean to be Presbyterian? 
1. Is it important to you that any congregation to which you belong has a relationship with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)?

· Yes (Why?): _____________________________

· No (Why not?): __________________________

· I don’t know/ Can’t decide (Can you explain further?): _____________________

2. If someone asked you why you are Presbyterian rather than belonging to some other denomination, what would you tell them? 
3. What are we better equipped to do as a national denomination that we could not do (or do as well) on our own as congregations, mid-councils, or networks? 
4. Imagine the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in its ideal form. 

· What does the Church already have/do that fits your ideal?

· What does the Church need to change in order to reach this ideal?

5. What is the church called to be and do in the context of 21st century American culture?

6. Some denominations have short guiding statements. For example, the United Church of Christ is guided by the statement: “God is still speaking.” The United Methodist Church also has a statement:  “Open hearts, open minds, open doors.” Additionally, the Church of the Brethren has “For the glory of God and my neighbors’ good.” More than a motto, these are their mantras. If you could imagine a mantra for the PC(USA) that could be used in a similar way to tell the world what sets us apart as a denomination, what might that look like? 
7. Is there anything else you’d like to add about the PC(USA) and its identity, future, or direction?
