
The Church 

These excerpts from Scripture and the confessions address the subject of the church. They may be used for Affirmations of Faith following the proclamation of the Word.

Lead a life worthy of the calling

to which you have been called,

with all humility and gentleness,

with patience,

bearing with one another in love,

making every effort to maintain

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

There is one body and one Spirit,

just as we were called 

to the one hope of our calling,

one Lord, one faith, one baptism,

one God and Father of all,

who is above all 

and through all 

and in all.

Ephesians 4:1-6
As we believe in one God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

so we firmly believe that from the beginning 

there has been, 
now is, 
and to the end of the world shall be, 

one Church, 

one company and multitude of people chosen by God,
who rightly worship and embrace him 

by true faith in Christ Jesus, 

who is the only Head of the Church, 

even as it is the body and spouse of Christ Jesus. 

This Church is catholic, that is, universal, 

because it contains the chosen of all ages, 

of all realms, nations, and tongues, 

be they of the Jews or be they of the Gentiles, 

who have communion and society with God the Father, 

and with the Son, Christ Jesus,

through the sanctification of his Holy Spirit. 

It is therefore called the communion,

not of profane persons, but of saints, 

who, as citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem, 

have the fruit of inestimable benefits, 

one God, one Lord Jesus, one faith, and one baptism.
Scots Confession, 3.16

The notes of the true Church, therefore, 
we believe, confess, and avow to be: 

first, the true preaching of the Word of God, 

in which God has revealed himself to us, 
as the writings of the prophets and apostles declare;

secondly, the right administration of the sacraments of Christ Jesus,

with which must be associated the Word and promise of God 

to seal and confirm them in our hearts; 

and lastly, ecclesiastical discipline uprightly ministered, 

as God’s Word prescribes, 

whereby vice is repressed and virtue nourished. 

Then wherever these notes are seen and continue for any time,

be the number complete or not, 

there, beyond any doubt, is the true Church of Christ, 

who, according to his promise, is in its midst.
Scots Confession, 3.18

The Church is an assembly of the faithful

called or gathered out of the world; 

a communion of all saints,

namely, of those who truly know 

and rightly worship and serve 

the true God in Christ the Savior, 

by the Word and Holy Spirit, 

and who by faith are partakers of all benefits 

which are freely offered through Christ.

Second Helvetic Confession, 5.125

The Christian Church is the congregation 

in which Jesus Christ acts presently as the Lord 

in Word and Sacrament through the Holy Spirit. 

As the Church of pardoned sinners, 

it has to testify in the midst of a sinful world, 

with its faith as with its obedience, 

with its message as with its order, 

that it is solely his property, 

and that it lives and wants to live solely 

from his comfort and from his direction 

in the expectation of his appearance.

Barmen Declaration, 8.17

The church’s commission, 

upon which its freedom is founded, 

consists in delivering the message 

of the free grace of God to all people 

in Christ’s stead, 

and therefore in the ministry of his own Word and work 

through sermon and Sacrament.

Barmen Declaration, 8.26
Jesus Christ has given the church 

preaching and teaching, 

praise and prayer, 

and Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

as means of fulfilling its service of God. 

These gifts remain, 

but the church is obliged to change the forms of its service 

in ways appropriate to different generations and cultures.

Confession of 1967, 9.48

The church is marked by the Holy Spirit.

Across the centuries since the church was founded,

the Spirit has formed and identified it.
We recognize the true church of Jesus Christ

wherever the work of the Spirit is evident:

in preaching and sacraments,

in the new life and continuous growth of believers,

in the sharing of spiritual gifts and material things,

in mission and service to the world.
The boundaries of the church are not clearly known to us,

but God knows those who are his.
Declaration of Faith, 7.2 

The Church is called to be a sign in and for the world 
of the new reality 
which God has made available to people in Jesus Christ.

The new reality revealed in Jesus Christ 
is the new humanity, 
a new creation, 
a new beginning for human life in the world:

Sin is forgiven.

Reconciliation is accomplished.

The dividing walls of hostility are torn down.

The Church is the body of Christ, 
both in its corporate life 

and in the lives of its individual members, 
and is called to give shape and substance to this truth.

2010 Book of Order, G-3.0200
The unity of the Church 

is a gift of its Lord 

and finds expression  in its faithfulness 

to the mission to which Christ calls it. 

The Church is a fellowship of believers 

which seeks the enlargement of the circle of faith 

to include all people 

and is never content 

to enjoy the benefits of Christian community 

for itself alone.

2010 Book of Order G-4.0201
We believe that we are God’s covenant people—

a people called into a special relationship 

with God and with one another.

We believe in God 

who led Israel out of slavery in Egypt, 

gave us the Ten Commandments through Moses, 

and brought us into the land that God promised.

We believe that though some remain faithful, 

people too often worship other gods 

and do not love each other as God commanded.

We believe in God 

who loves us even when we sin, 

who sent us the Messiah, 

forgives our sins, 

and remains faithful always.

Based on Belonging to God: A First Catechism, Q 17, 20-21
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