
The Word

These excerpts from the Bible and the confessions address the theme of the Word of God in Scripture. They may be used for Affirmations of Faith following the proclamation of the Word.
The interpretation of Scripture, we confess, 
does not belong to any private or public person, 

nor yet to any Church for pre-eminence or precedence, 

personal or local, which it has above others, 

but pertains to the Spirit of God 

by whom the Scriptures were written.

When controversy arises about the right understanding 

of any passage or sentence of Scripture, 

or for the reformation of any abuse within the Church of God, 

we ought not so much to ask 
what others have said or done before us, 

as what the Holy Ghost uniformly speaks 

within the body of the Scriptures

and what Christ Jesus himself did and commanded.

Scots Confession, 3.18

We believe and confess the canonical Scriptures 
of the holy prophets and apostles of both Testaments 

to be the true Word of God,

and to have sufficient authority of themselves,

not from human beings. 

For God himself spoke to our ancestors, 
prophets, 
apostles, 

and still speaks to us through the Holy Scriptures. 

And in this Holy Scripture, 

the universal Church of Christ 

has the most complete exposition 

of all that pertains to a saving faith, 

and also to the framing of a life acceptable to God;

and in this respect it is expressly commanded by God

that nothing be either added to or taken from the same.
The Second Helvetic Confession, 5.001-5.002

Under the name of Holy Scripture, 
or the Word of God written, 

are contained all the books 

of the Old and New Testaments,
all which are given by inspiration of God, 

to be the rule of faith and life.
Westminster Confession, 6.002

The supreme judge 

by whom all controversies of religion are to be determined, 

and all decrees of councils, 
opinions of ancient writers, 
human doctrines, 

and private spirits,

are to be examined, 

and in whose sentence we are to rest, 

can be no other but the Holy Spirit 

speaking in the Scripture.

Westminster Confession, 6.010
In the gospel God declares his love for the world 

and his desire that all people should be saved; 

reveals fully and clearly the only way of salvation; 

promises eternal life to all 

who truly repent and believe in Christ; 

invites and commands all to embrace the offered mercy; 

and by his Spirit accompanying the Word 

pleads with all people to accept his gracious invitation. 

Since there is no other way of salvation 

than that revealed in the gospel,
and since in the divinely established and ordinary method of grace, 

faith comes by the hearing of the Word of God; 

Christ has commissioned his church 

to go into all the world 

and to make disciples of all nations.

Westminster Confession, 6.056, 6.058

What rule has God given to direct us 

how we may glorify and enjoy God? 

The Word of God 

which is contained in the Scriptures 

of the Old and New Testaments 

is the only rule to direct us 

how we may glorify and enjoy God. 

Westminster Shorter Catechism, 7.002

The Word of God 

which is contained in the Scriptures 

of the Old and New Testaments 

is the only rule to direct us 

how we may glorify and enjoy God.
The Scriptures principally teach 

what we are to believe concerning God, 

and what duty God requires of us.

Westminster Shorter Catechism, 7.002 – 7.003

The Holy Scriptures are to be read 
with a high and reverent esteem of them; 
with a firm persuasion that they are the very Word of God, 
and that he only can enable us to understand them; 
with desire to know, believe, and obey
the will of God revealed in them; 
with diligence, and attention to the matter and scope of them; 
with meditation, application, self-denial, and prayer. 

Westminster Larger Catechism, 7.267

The one sufficient revelation of God 

is Jesus Christ, the Word of God incarnate, 

to whom the Holy Spirit bears unique and authoritative witness

through the Holy Scriptures, 

which are received and obeyed as the word of God written. 

The Scriptures are not a witness among others, 

but the witness without parallel. 

The church has received the books of the Old and New Testaments 

as prophetic and apostolic testimony 

in which it hears the word of God 

and by which its faith and obedience are nourished and regulated.

Confession of 1967, 9.27

God’s word is spoken to his church today 

where the Scriptures are faithfully preached 

and attentively read 

in dependence on the illumination of the Holy Spirit 

and with readiness to receive their truth and direction.
Confession of 1967, 9.30

God instructs his church and equips it for mission 

through preaching and teaching. 

By these, when they are carried on in fidelity to the Scriptures

and dependence upon the Holy Spirit, 

the people hear the word of God 

and accept and follow Christ.
Confession of 1967, 9.49

The Bible is the account of God’s word and action in history 

together with his people’s response in faith. 

It tells how the Lord has moved with Israel and the church 

toward the kingdom of God, 

his just and loving rule over all. 

It is the story of the one God, 

who is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

That story is still unfolding 

and in faith we make it our own. 

It forms our memory and our hope. 

It tells us who we are and what we are to do. 

To retell it is to declare what we believe.

Declaration of Faith, 1.4
The Word which was with God 

from the beginning 

was embodied in Jesus Christ. 

We hold that what God says to us 

and does for us 

centers in Jesus Christ our living Lord 

as he is remembered, known, and expected. 

In Christ God’s Word of acceptance takes flesh: 

by grace through faith 

we are set right with God, 

adopted as children of God, 

not because of anything we have done, 

but because of what Christ has done. 

In Christ God’s Word of demand is lived out: 

to love God and neighbor as he did 

is what God requires of us. 

The Spirit adds no different Word from God, 

but leads us deeper 

into the truth of God uttered in Jesus Christ.

Declaration of Faith, 6.2
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