
God the Father
These excerpts from Scripture and the confessions address the theme of God as Father. They may be used for Affirmations of Faith following the proclamation of the Word.

Lead a life worthy of the calling
to which you have been called,

with all humility and gentleness,

with patience,

bearing with one another in love,

making every effort 

to maintain the unity of the Spirit

in the bond of peace.

There is one body and one Spirit,

just as we were called 

to the one hope of our calling,

one Lord, one faith, one baptism,

one God and Father of all,

who is above all

and through all

and in all.
Eph. 4:1-6

We do see Jesus, 

who for a little while was made lower than the angels, 

now crowned with glory and honor 

because of the suffering of death, 

so that by the grace of God 

he might taste death for everyone. 

It was fitting that God, 

for whom and through whom all things exist, 

in bringing many children to glory, 

should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 

through sufferings. 

For the one who sanctifies 

and those who are sanctified 

all have one Father.
For this reason Jesus is not ashamed
to call them brothers and sisters, saying,

“I will proclaim your name 

to my brothers and sisters,

in the midst of the congregation

I will praise you.”
Heb. 2:9-12
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

By his great mercy he has given us a new birth 

into a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

and into an inheritance that is imperishable, 

undefiled, 
and unfading, 

kept in heaven for you, 

who are being protected by the power of God through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

1 Pet. 1:3-5

Beloved, let us love one another, 

because love is from God; 

everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 

Whoever does not love does not know God, 

for God is love. 

God’s love was revealed among us in this way: 

God sent his only Son into the world so that 

we might live through him. 

In this is love, not that we loved God 

but that God loved us 

and sent his Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

Beloved, since God loved us so much, 

we also ought to love one another. 

No one has ever seen God; 

if we love one another, God lives in us, 

and his love is perfected in us. 

1 John 4:7-12

God is love, 

and those who abide in love abide in God, 

and God abides in them. 

Love has been perfected among us in this: 

that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 

because as he is, so are we in this world. 

There is no fear in love, 

but perfect love casts out fear; 

for fear has to do with punishment, 

and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 

We love because he first loved us. 

Those who say, “I love God,”

and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars;

for those who do not love a brother or sister

whom they have seen,

cannot love God whom they have not seen.

The commandment we have from him is this:

those who love God

must love their brothers and sisters also.

1 John 4:16-21

We believe that the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who out of nothing 

created heaven and earth with all that is in them, 

who also upholds and governs them 

by his eternal counsel and providence, 

is for the sake of Christ his Son 

our God and Father. 

We trust in him so completely 

that we have no doubt that he will provide us 

with all things necessary for body and soul. 

Moreover, whatever evil he sends upon us 

in this troubled life 

he will turn to our good, 

for he is able to do it, being almighty God, 

and is determined to do it, being a faithful Father.

Heidelberg Catechism, 4.026

The almighty and ever-present power of God 

still upholds by his own hand 

heaven and earth together with all creatures, 

and rules in such a way that leaves and grass, 
rain and drought, 

fruitful and unfruitful years, 
food and drink, 

health and sickness, 
riches and poverty, 
and everything else, 

come to us not by chance but by his fatherly hand.

Heidelberg Catechism, 4.027

We believe that all things in heaven and on earth 

and all creatures, 

are preserved and governed by the providence 

of the wise, eternal, and almighty God. 

For he who is the truth 

says that the birds of the air are fed by him, 

and the lilies of the field are clothed by him; 

he also says that the hairs of our head are numbered.
Second Helvetic Confession, 5.029

Our good and almighty God created all things, 

both visible and invisible, 

by his co-eternal Word, 

and preserves them by his co-eternal Spirit. 

As Scripture says,

everything that God had made was very good, 

and was made for the profit and use of humankind. 

All those things proceed from one beginning.

Second Helvetic Confession, 5.032
We affirm the majesty, 

holiness, 

and providence of God 

who creates, 

sustains, 

rules,

and redeems the world 

in the freedom of sovereign righteousness and love.

Book of Order, F-2.05

God created the heavens and the earth 
and made human beings in God’s image, 
charging them to care for all that lives; 
God made men and women to live in community, 
responding to their Creator with grateful obedience. 
Even when the human race broke community 
with its Maker and with one another, 
God did not forsake it, 
but out of grace chose one family for the sake of all, 
to be pilgrims of promise, 
God’s own Israel.

God liberated the people of Israel from oppression; 
God covenanted with Israel to be their God 
and they to be God’s people,

that they might do justice, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with the Lord; 
God confronted Israel with the responsibilities of this covenant, 
judging the people for their unfaithfulness 
while sustaining them by divine grace.

2010 Book of Order, G-3.0101
What do you believe 
when you confess your faith in “God the Father Almighty”?

That God is a God of love, 

and that God’s love is powerful beyond measure.

Study Catechism, Q 7
1

