Good Friday

These worship resources from Scripture and the confessions are selected for use on Good Friday. See also the resources for Passion / Palm Sunday.
Affirmation of Faith

In the days of his flesh, 

Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 

with loud cries and tears, 

to the one who was able to save him from death, 

and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 

Although he was a Son, 

he learned obedience through what he suffered; 

and having been made perfect, 

he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.

Heb. 5:7-9
Christ suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, 

so that you should follow in his steps. 

“He committed no sin, 

and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; 

when he suffered, he did not threaten; 

but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 

so that, free from sins, 

we might live for righteousness; 

by his wounds you have been healed. 

For you were going astray like sheep, 

but now you have returned 

to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

1 Pet. 2:21-25
How did Christ humble himself in his death?

Christ humbled himself in his death, 

in that having been betrayed by Judas,
forsaken by his disciples,
scorned and rejected by the world,
condemned by Pilate, 

and tormented by his persecutors; 

having also conflicted with the terrors of death 

and the powers of darkness, 

felt and borne the weight of God’s wrath, 

he laid down his life an offering for sin, 

enduring the painful, shameful, and cursed death of the cross.
In what way was Christ humbled after his death?

Christ’s humiliation after his death consisted in his being buried,
and continuing in the state of the dead, 

and under the power of death till the third day,
which has been otherwise expressed in these words: 

“He descended into hell.”

Westminster Larger Catechism, 7.159 – 7.160

God’s reconciling act in Jesus Christ is a mystery 

which the Scriptures describe in various ways. 

It is called the sacrifice of a lamb, 

a shepherd’s life given for his sheep, 

atonement by a priest; 

again it is ransom of a slave, 

payment of debt, 

vicarious satisfaction of a legal penalty, 

and victory over the powers of evil. 

These are expressions of a truth 

which remains beyond the reach of all theory 

in the depths of God’s love for humankind. 

They reveal the gravity, cost, and sure achievement

of God’s reconciling work.

Confession of 1967, 9.09
Christ’s suffering makes the church sensitive 

to all the sufferings of humankind 

so that it sees the face of Christ 

in the faces of people in every kind of need. 

His crucifixion discloses to the church 

God’s judgment on our inhumanity to one another 

and the awful consequences of our own complicity in injustice. 

In the power of the risen Christ 

and the hope of his coming, 

the church sees the promise 

of God’s renewal of human life in society 

and of God’s victory over all wrong.

Confession of 1967, 9.32

We believe that in the death of Jesus on the cross 

God achieved and demonstrated once for all 

the costly forgiveness of our sins. 

Jesus Christ is the reconciler between God and the world. 

He acted on behalf of sinners as one of us, 
fulfilling the obedience God demands of us, 
accepting God’s condemnation of our sinfulness.

In his lonely agony on the cross 
Jesus felt forsaken by God 
and thus experienced hell itself for us. 
Yet the Son was never more in accord with the Father’s will. 

He was acting on behalf of God, 
manifesting the Father's love that takes on itself 
the loneliness, pain and death 

that result from our waywardness. 

Each of us beholds on the cross 

the Savior who died in our place, 

so that we may no longer live for ourselves, 

but for him.

In him is our only hope for salvation.

Declaration of Faith, 4.4
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