Passion / Palm Sunday

These worship resources from Scripture and the confessions are selected for use on Passion / Palm Sunday.
Peace
Blessed is the king 

who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Peace in heaven, 

and glory in the highest heaven!

Luke 19:38

Affirmation of Faith
We believe that Christ Jesus was in the form of God; 

yet he laid no claim to equality with God, 

but made himself nothing, 

assuming the form of a slave. 

Bearing the human likeness, 

sharing the human lot, 

he humbled himself and was obedient 

even to the point of death, 

death on a cross! 

Therefore God raised him to the heights 

and bestowed on him the name above all names, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow—

in heaven, on earth, and in the depths—

and every tongue acclaim “Jesus Christ is Lord,” 

to the glory of God the Father.

Phil. 2:6-11 (Revised English Bible)

We confess that our Lord Jesus offered himself 

a voluntary sacrifice unto his Father for us, 
that he was wounded and plagued for our transgressions, 

that he, the clean innocent Lamb of God, 

was condemned in the presence of an earthly judge, 

that we should be absolved before the judgment seat of our God;

that he suffered not only the cruel death of the cross,

which was accursed by the sentence of God;

but also that he suffered for a season

the wrath of his Father which sinners had deserved. 

Yet we avow that he remained the only, 

well beloved, 

and blessed Son of his Father 

even in the midst of his anguish and torment 

which he suffered in body and soul 

to make full atonement for the sins of his people. 

From this we confess and avow 

that there remains no other sacrifice for sin.
Scots Confession, 3.09

What benefit do we receive 

from the sacrifice and death of Christ on the cross?

That by his power our old self is crucified, 

put to death, and buried with him, 

so that the evil passions of our mortal bodies 

may reign in us no more, 

but that we may offer ourselves to him 

as a sacrifice of thanksgiving.
Heidelberg Catechism, 4.043

In what way was Christ humiliated?

Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being born,
and that in a low condition,
made under the law,

undergoing the miseries of this life,

the wrath of God,

and the cursed death of the cross;

in being buried,

and continuing under the power of death for a time.

Westminster Shorter Catechism, 7.027

The reconciling work of Jesus 

was the supreme crisis in the life of humankind. 

His cross and resurrection 

become personal crisis  and present hope for us 

when the gospel is proclaimed and believed. 

In this experience, 

the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to us, 

moves us to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, 

and initiates the new life in Christ.

Confession of 1967, 9.21
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,

Jesus was crucified,

suffering the depths of human pain

and giving his life for the sins of the world.

Brief Statement of Faith, 10.2
Religious leaders hated Jesus  

because he criticized their hypocrisy  

and reproved their neglect of justice and mercy. 

They charged him with blasphemy and sedition  

when he claimed to speak and act with God’s authority.  

One of Jesus’ followers betrayed him. 

Others abandoned and denied him 

because they were afraid to stand with him. 

Civil authorities condemned him 

because he provoked unrest among the people. 

He was sentenced, mocked, beaten, 

and crucified as a common criminal.
We confess that in the execution of Jesus  

the sin of the human race reached its depths. 

The only innocent one was condemned and put to death,  

not by sinfulness of one nation,  

but by the sinfulness of us all.

In the presence of Jesus, 

who lived out what God wants us all to be, 

we were threatened beyond endurance. 

Blinded by our rebellion against our Creator, 

we killed his Son when we met him face to face. 

Declaration of Faith, 4.4
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