Season of Lent

These worship resources from Scripture and the confessions are selected for use in the Season of Lent.
Affirmation of Faith
We believe that, 

by the transgression generally known as original sin,

the image of God was utterly defaced in us, 

and we and our children became by nature 

hostile to God, slaves to Satan, and servants to sin. 

And thus everlasting death has had, and shall have, 

power and dominion over all 

who have not been, are not, or shall not be 

reborn from above. 

This rebirth is wrought by the power of the Holy Ghost 

creating in the hearts of God’s chosen ones 

an assured faith in the promise of God 

revealed to us in his Word; 

by this faith we grasp Christ Jesus 

with the graces and blessings promised in him.

Scots Confession, 3.03

What is repentance? 

By repentance we understand

the recovery of a right mind in our sinful humanity 

awakened by the Word of the Gospel and the Holy Spirit, 

and received by true faith, 

by which we acknowledge our innate corruption 

and all our sins accused by the Word of God; 

and grieve for them from our hearts, 

and not only bewail and frankly confess them before God 

with a feeling of shame, 

but also with indignation abominate them; 

and now zealously consider the amendment of our ways 

and constantly strive for innocence and virtue 

in which conscientiously to exercise ourselves 

all the rest of our lives.

Second Helvetic Confession, 5.093

True repentance is conversion to God,

a sincere turning to God and all good,

and earnest turning away from the devil and all evil.

This repentance is a sheer gift from God.

Second Helvetic Confession, 5.094

As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance 

of the forgiveness of all our sins,

so in the same way and with the same seriousness 

is he also God’s mighty claim upon our whole life. 

Through him befalls us a joyful deliverance

from the godless fetters of this world 

for a free, grateful service to his creatures.

We reject the false doctrine, 

as though there were areas of our life 

in which we would not belong to Jesus Christ, 

but to other lords—

areas in which we would not need justification 

and sanctification through him.

Barmen Declaration, 8.14 – 8.15

To be reconciled to God 
is to be sent into the world as his reconciling community. 

This community, the church universal, 

is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation 

and shares his labor of healing the enmities

which separate us from God and from each other. 

Christ has called the church to this mission 

and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The church maintains continuity 

with the apostles and with Israel 

by faithful obedience to his call. 
Confession of 1967, 9.31
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