
Nativity of the Lord

These worship resources from Scripture and the confessions are selected for use on the Nativity of the Lord / Christmas. 
Peace

Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom God favors!

Luke 2:14 

Affirmation of Faith
When the fullness of time came 
God sent his Son,

his eternal wisdom, 
the substance of his own glory, 
into this world, 
who took the nature of humanity 
from the substance of a woman, a virgin, 
by means of the Holy Ghost. 

And so was born the “just seed of David,” 
the “Angel of the great counsel of God,” 
the very Messiah promised, 

whom we confess and acknowledge to be Emmanuel, 
true God and true human, 
two perfect natures united and joined in one person. 

We acknowledge and confess that this wonderful union 

between the Godhead and the humanity in Christ Jesus 

did arise from the eternal and immutable decree of God 

from which all our salvation springs and depends.

Scots Confession, 3.06 – 3.07

What is the meaning of: 
“Conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary”?

That the eternal Son of God, 

who is and remains true and eternal God, 

took upon himself our true humanity 

from the flesh and blood of the Virgin Mary 

through the action of the Holy Spirit, 

so that he might also be the true seed of David, 

like his fellow human beings in all things, 

except for sin.

Heidelberg Catechism, 4.035

What benefit do you receive 

from the holy conception and birth of Christ?

That he is our Mediator, 

and that, in God’s sight, 

he covers over with his innocence and perfect holiness 

the sinfulness in which I have been conceived.

Heidelberg Catechism, 4.036

We believe and teach that the Son of God, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 

was predestinated or foreordained from eternity by the Father 
to be the Savior of the world. 

And we believe that he was born, 

not only when he assumed flesh of the Virgin Mary, 

and not only before the foundation of the world was laid, 

but by the Father before all eternity in an inexpressible manner.

Second Helvetic Confession, 5.062

We believe that the Son of God, 

the second Person in the Trinity, 

being very and eternal God, 

of one substance, 

and equal with the Father, 

did, when the fullness of time was come, 

take upon him humanity’s nature,
with all the essential properties 

and common infirmities thereof; 

yet without sin;
being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, 

in the womb of the Virgin Mary, of her substance.
So that two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, 

the Godhead and the humanity, 

were inseparably joined together in one person, 

without conversion, composition, or confusion.
Which person is truly God and truly human, 

yet one Christ, 

the only Mediator between God and humanity.

Westminster Confession, 6.044

How did Christ, being the Son of God, 

become human?

Christ, the Son of God, became human

by taking to himself a true body, 

and a reasonable soul,
being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, 

in the womb of the Virgin Mary, 

of her substance, and born of her,
yet without sin.

Westminster Larger Catechism, 7.147
How did Christ humble himself 

in his conception and birth?

Christ humbled himself in his conception and birth, 

in that, being from all eternity the Son of God 

in the bosom of the Father, 

he was pleased in the fullness of time 

to become the Son of Man, 

made of a woman of low estate, 

and to be born to her. 

Westminster Larger Catechism, 7.157

Jesus, the long expected Savior,

came into the world as a child,

descended from David,

conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of Mary, a virgin.

Declaration of Faith, 4.1
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