Charge

These biblical and confessional words of commissioning are appropriately spoken by an elder or deacon at the conclusion of the service. They may be spoken from the door of the church as a call to love and serve God and neighbor in the world. 
An appropriate congregational response is Amen.
May the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Rom. 15:13

Now to God who is able to strengthen you 

according to the gospel 

and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 

according to the revelation of the mystery 

that was kept secret for long ages 

but is now disclosed, 

and through the prophetic writings 

is made known to all the Gentiles, 

according to the command of the eternal God, 

to bring about the obedience of faith—

to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, 

be the glory forever! Amen. 

Rom. 16:25-27

Especially for Advent
God will strengthen you to the end, 

so that you may be blameless 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Cor. 1:8-9

Christ was faithful over God’s house as a son, 

and we are his house 

if we hold firm the confidence 

and the pride that belong to hope.

Heb. 3:6

For we have become partners of Christ, 

if only we hold our first confidence firm to the end. 

Heb. 3:14

Now may the God of peace, 

who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

the great shepherd of the sheep, 

by the blood of the eternal covenant, 

make you complete in everything good 

so that you may do God’s will, 

seeking that which is pleasing in God’s sight, 

through Jesus Christ, 

to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Heb. 13:20-21

Especially for Advent
Be patient, therefore, beloved, 

until the coming of the Lord. 

The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, 

being patient with it 

until it receives the early and the late rains. 

You also must be patient.

Strengthen your hearts, 

for the coming of the Lord is near. 

James 5:7-8

Therefore prepare your minds for action; 

discipline yourselves; 

set all your hope on the grace 

that Jesus Christ will bring you 

when he is revealed.

1 Pet. 1:13

All of you, have unity of spirit, 

sympathy, love for one another, 

a tender heart, and a humble mind. 

Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; 

but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. 

It is for this that you were called—

that you might inherit a blessing. 

1 Pet. 3:8-9

All of you, have unity of spirit, 

sympathy, love for one another, 

a tender heart, and a humble mind. 

Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; 

but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. 

It is for this that you were called—

that you might inherit a blessing. 

For “Those who desire life 

and desire to see good days, 

let them keep their tongues from evil 

and their lips from speaking deceit; 

let them turn away from evil and do good; 

let them seek peace and pursue it. 

For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 

and God’s ears are open to their prayer.” 

1 Pet. 3:8-12

Those who desire life 

and desire to see good days, 

let them keep their tongues from evil 

and their lips from speaking deceit; 

let them turn away from evil and do good; 

let them seek peace and pursue it. 

For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 

and God’s ears are open to their prayer. 

1 Pet. 3:10-12

In your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 

Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 

who demands from you an accounting 

for the hope that is in you; 

yet do it with gentleness and reverence. 

Keep your conscience clear.

1 Pet. 3:15-16

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, 

serve one another 

with whatever gift each of you has received. 

Whoever speaks must do so 

as one speaking the very words of God; 

whoever serves must do so 

with the strength that God supplies, 

so that God may be glorified in all things 

through Jesus Christ. 

To God be the glory and the power 

forever and ever. Amen.

1 Pet. 4:10-11 

Humble yourselves therefore 

under the mighty hand of God, 

so that God may exalt you in due time. 

Cast all your anxiety on the Lord 

who cares for you. 

Discipline yourselves, keep alert.  

The God of all grace, 

who has called you to eternal glory in Christ, 

will restore, support, 

strengthen, and establish you. 

To God be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

1 Pet. 5:6-8

You must make every effort 

to support your faith with goodness, 

and goodness with knowledge, 

and knowledge with self-control, 

and self-control with endurance, 

and endurance with godliness, 

and godliness with mutual affection, 

and mutual affection with love. 

2 Pet. 1:5-7

Grow in the grace and knowledge 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

To him be the glory 

both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

2 Pet. 3:18

And now, little children, abide in Christ, 

so that when he is revealed we may have confidence 

and not be put to shame before him at his coming. 

1 John 2:28

Little children, let us love, 

not in word or speech, 

but in truth and action.

1 John 3:18

This is God’s commandment, 

that we should believe 

in the name of Jesus Christ 

and love one another, 

just as he has commanded us. 

All who obey his commandments abide in him, 

and he abides in them. 

And by this we know that he abides in us, 

by the Spirit that he has given us. 

1 John 3:23-24

Beloved, build yourselves up 

on your most holy faith; 

pray in the Holy Spirit; 

keep yourselves in the love of God; 

look forward to the mercy 

of our Lord Jesus Christ 

that leads to eternal life.

Jude 20-21

Be patient in adversity, 

grateful in the midst of blessing, 

and trust our faithful God and Father 

for the future, 

assured that no creature 

shall separate us from God’s love.

Heidelberg Catechism, 4.028

To be reconciled to God 

is to be sent into the world 

as God’s reconciling community. 

We are entrusted with God’s message 

of reconciliation, 

sharing the labor of healing the enmities 

that separate people from God 

and from each other. 

Christ has called us to this mission 

and given us the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Confession of 1967, 9.31

We know our efforts cannot bring in God’s kingdom. 

But hope plunges us into the struggle 

for victories over evil that are possible now 

in the world, the church, and our individual lives. 

Hope gives us courage and energy 

to contend against all opposition, 

however invincible it may seem, 

for the new world and the new humanity 

that are surely coming. 

Jesus is Lord! 

He has been Lord from the beginning. 

He will be Lord at the end. 

Even now he is Lord.

Declaration of Faith, 10.5

Go from this place praising God, 

who sends us into the world 

to proclaim the gospel 

and to work for justice and peace. 

Give yourselves over to God’s wise and gracious rule, 

knowing that God can be trusted 

to make all things work together for good, 

now and forever.

Belonging to God Catechism, Based on Q 35, 59
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