
Invitation to the Water

These words from Scripture and the confessions may be used in preparation for celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism. They may also be used as an invitation to the reaffirmation of Baptism or the renewal of baptismal discipleship. 

Baptism is a sacrament, wherein the washing with water, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, signifies and seals our ingrafting into Christ, and partaking of the benefits of the covenant of grace, and our engagement to be the Lord’s.

Westminster Shorter Catechism, 7.094
It is done! 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, 

the beginning and the end. 

To the thirsty I will give water as a gift 

from the spring of the water of life. 

Those who conquer will inherit these things, 

and I will be their God 

and they will be my children.

Rev. 21:6-7

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 

And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 

And let everyone who is thirsty come. 

Let anyone who wishes 

take the water of life as a gift. 

Rev. 22:17-18

Christ has instituted this external washing with water 

and by it has promised 

that we are as certainly washed 

with his blood and Spirit 

from the uncleanness of our souls 

and from all our sins, 

as we are washed externally with water 

which is used to remove the dirt from our bodies.

Heidelberg Catechism 4.069

We believe that in baptism 

the Spirit demonstrates and confirms God’s promise 

to include us and our children 

in this gracious covenant, 

cleansing us from sin, 

and giving us newness of life, 

as participants in Christ’s death and resurrection. 

Baptism sets us in the visible community 

of Christ’s people 

and joins us to all other believers 

by a powerful bond. 

In baptism we give ourselves up 

in faith and repentance 

to be the Lord’s.

For both children and adults, 

baptism is a reminder that God loves us 

long before we can love God.

Declaration of Faith, 6.5

Why do we baptize?

Because Jesus instructed his disciples to baptize, 

and because Jesus himself was baptized by John 

in the waters of the river Jordan, 

we celebrate this sacrament 

among the people whom God has called. 

Through baptism, 

we are adopted and welcomed into God’s family. 

In these waters, 

we share in the dying and rising of Jesus, 

who washes away all our sins. 

We are made one with Christ 

and one with all who are joined to Christ

in the church. 

Belonging to God Catechism, Based on Q 42

To be used at baptism as a dialogue with a child who is not old enough to make a profession of faith:

Who are you?

I am a child of God.

What does it mean to be a child of God?

That I belong to God, who loves me.

When we baptize, 

we show that all of us are children of God 

and the Spirit seals us in God’s love.

Belonging to God Catechism, Based on Q 1-2
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