
Prayers of the People

These invitations to the Prayers of the People are adapted from Scripture and the confessions. 
Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, in the name of Christ, by the help of his Spirit, with confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of his mercies.

Westminster Larger Catechism, 7.288
For prayer there is to be a standard lest they be excessively long and irksome. Care is to be taken lest the congregation is wearied by too lengthy prayers and when they are to hear the preaching of the Gospel they either leave the meeting or, having been exhausted, want to do away with it altogether.

Second Helvetic Confession, 5.220

Invitations to Prayer

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; 

for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes 

with sighs too deep for words. 

And God, who searches the heart, 

knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of God. 

Rom. 8:26-27

Blessed be the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of mercies 

and the God of all consolation, 

who consoles us in all our affliction, 

so that we may be able to console those 

who are in any affliction 

with the consolation with which we ourselves 

are consoled by God. 

For just as the sufferings of Christ 

are abundant for us, 

so also our consolation is abundant through Christ. 

2 Cor. 1:3-5

Let us pray in the Spirit at all times 

in every prayer and supplication. 

Let us keep alert and always persevere 

in supplication for all the saints.

Eph. 6:18

The church responds to the gospel of reconciliation 

in praise and prayer. 

In our prayer, 

we commit ourselves afresh to Christ’s mission, 

experience a deepening of faith and obedience, 

and bear open testimony to the gospel.

Confession of 1967, 9.50

Why do we pray to God?

We pray because we were created to live with God, 

who desires the prayers of our hearts. 

Our hearts long for God, 

for we need God’s help and guidance every day.

Belonging to God Catechism, Based on Q 46

The God who has adopted us as children 

is the God who encourages 

and commands us to pray. 

When we pray, we respond with love 

to that greater love which meets us from above. 

Before we enter into prayer, 

God is ready to grant all that we need. 

We may turn to God with confidence each day, 

not because we are worthy, 

but simply because of God’s grace. 

By praying we acknowledge that we depend on grace 

for all that is good, beautiful, life-giving, and true.

Study Catechism, Q 123
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