
Affirmation of Faith

These excerpts from Scripture and the confessions may be used for Affirmations of Faith following the proclamation of the Word.

See also the Affirmations of Faith found in the Christian Year and topical sections. 
Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God,

the Lord alone.

You shall love the Lord your God

with all your heart, 

and with all your soul,

and with all your might. 

Deut. 6:4-5
Let the same mind be in you

that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God

as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form

he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death –

even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Phil. 2:5-11
Great indeed, we confess, 

is the mystery of our religion: 

Christ Jesus was manifested in the flesh, 

vindicated in the Spirit, 

seen by angels, 

preached among the nations, 

believed in throughout the world, 

taken up in glory.

1 Tim. 3:16 (Revised Standard Version)

The saying is sure: 

If we have died with Christ, 

we will also live with him; 

if we endure, 

we will also reign with him;
if we deny him,

he will also deny us; 

if we are faithless, 

he remains faithful—

for he cannot deny himself.

2 Tim. 2:11-13
The most ecumenical of our creeds, the Nicene Creed is shared by Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and most Protestant churches. As such, it is especially appropriate for use when celebrating the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, a sign of the church’s unity in Christ; it may be led from the table.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Nicene Creed
The Apostles’ Creed has long been associated with Christian baptism; it may be led from the font. This interrogative form of the Apostles’ Creed represents one of the baptismal practices of the early church.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed
The Apostles’ Creed Interpreted

What do you believe 

when you confess your faith in “God the Father Almighty”?

That God is a God of love, 

and that God’s love is powerful beyond measure.

What do you affirm 

when you confess your faith in Jesus Christ as “our Lord”?

That having been raised from the dead 

he reigns with compassion and justice 

over all things in heaven and on earth, 

especially over those who confess him by faith; 

and that by loving and serving him above all else, 

we give glory and honor to God.

What do you believe 

when you confess your faith in the Holy Spirit?

That apart from the Holy Spirit, 

our Lord can neither be loved, nor known, nor served. 

The Holy Spirit is the personal bond 

by which Jesus Christ unites us to himself, 

the teacher who opens our hearts to Christ, 

and the comforter who leads us to repentance, 

empowering us to live in Christ’s service. 

What do you affirm 

when you speak of “the life everlasting”?

That communion with Jesus Christ 

is eternal life itself. 

In him we were chosen 

before the foundation of the world. 

By him the eternal covenant with Israel 

was taken up, embodied, and fulfilled. 

To him we are joined by the Holy Spirit through faith, 

and adopted as children, 

the sons and daughters of God. 

Through him we are raised from death to new life. 

For him we shall live to all eternity.

Study Catechism, Q 7, 31, 54, 87
We believe and confess only one God, 

who can do all things, 

is all-wise, all-good, 

all-just, and all-merciful.

We believe that everything required for our salvation 

has been offered and communicated to us in Jesus Christ, 

the wisdom of God and God’s eternal Son. 

Jesus Christ clothed himself in our flesh: 

God and human in one person. 

We believe that we are illuminated in faith 

by the unfathomable grace of the Holy Spirit. 

God imparts this gracious gift. 

By faith we receive grace 

to live holy lives in awe and reverence for God, 

for we receive what the gospel promises 

when God gives us the Holy Spirit. 

Faith does not cool our desire for good and holy living, 

but rather engenders and excites it in us, 

leading naturally to good works.

We believe that the sacraments are joined to the Word 

in order that the Word may be more fully confirmed. 

Baptism is given to us as the pledge of our adoption, 

in which we are grafted into the body of Christ, 

and renewed in holiness of life by his Spirit. 

The holy Supper of our Lord is a testimony 

of our unity with Jesus Christ, 

who died only once and was raised for our sake. 

The body and blood of Jesus Christ 

are food and drink for the soul 

just as bread and wine are nourishment for the body.

As for the true Church 

we believe that it ought to be governed 

in accordance with the order established 

by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In this way, pure doctrine can be maintained, 

the poor and afflicted can be helped in their need, 

assemblies can be gathered in the name of God, 

and both great and small can be edified. 

Adapted from the French Confession of 1559, based on a translation of the original text by Dr. Ellen Babinsky, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, and Dr. Joseph D. Small, Office of Theology and Worship, PC(USA)
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