
The Law

In the Reformed tradition, the “third use of the law” is for those who have already accepted God’s grace through Jesus Christ, in whom the Holy Spirit is already at work. Here, the use of the law is to continually reshape and reform us according to God’s will and teach us to follow God’s commandments in our daily lives. 

These words from Scripture and the confessions appropriately follow the Declaration of Forgiveness. Non-bold parts are intended for leaders; bold parts, for the congregation. 

Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord is our God, 
the Lord alone.
You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, 
and with all your might. 
Keep these words 
that I am commanding you today 
in your heart. 
Recite them to your children 
and talk about them when you are at home 
and when you are away, 
when you lie down and when you rise. 
Bind them as a sign on your hand, 
fix them as an emblem on your forehead; 
write them on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates.
Deut. 6:4-9
Hear, O heavens, 

and listen, O earth; 

for the Lord has spoken: 

Wash yourselves;

make yourselves clean;

cease to do evil, 

learn to do good; 

seek justice, 

rescue the oppressed, 

defend the orphan, 

plead for the widow.

Isa. 1:2, 16-17

Jesus said: I give you a new commandment,
that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another.
By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.

John 13:34-35

What then are we to say? 

Should we continue in sin 

in order that grace may abound? 

By no means! 

How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 

Do you not know that all of us 

who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? 

Therefore we have been buried with him 

by baptism into death, 

so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, 

so we too might walk in newness of life. 

Rom. 6:1-4

There is therefore now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 

has set us free 

from the law of sin and of death. 


Rom. 8:1-2 

Let love be genuine; 

hate what is evil, 

hold fast to what is good; 

love one another with mutual affection; 

outdo one another in showing honor. 

Do not lag in zeal, 

be ardent in spirit, 

serve the Lord. 

Rejoice in hope, 

be patient in suffering, 

persevere in prayer. 

Contribute to the needs of the saints; 

extend hospitality to strangers. 

Bless those who persecute you;

bless and do not curse them.

Rejoice with those who rejoice,

weep with those who weep.

Live in harmony with one another;

do not be haughty,

but associate with the lowly;

do not claim to be wiser than you are.

Do not repay anyone evil for evil,

but take thought for what is noble

in the sight of all.

If it is possible,

so far as it depends on you,

live peaceably with all.

Rom. 12:9-18

You were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; 

but do not use your freedom

as an opportunity for self-indulgence;

rather, through love

become slaves to one another. 

For the whole law is summed up 

in a single commandment, 

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Live by the Spirit, I say, 

and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

There is no law against such things. 

And those who belong to Christ Jesus 

have crucified the flesh 

with its passions and desires. 

If we live by the Spirit, 

let us also be guided by the Spirit. 

Gal. 5:13-16, 22-26

This is the covenant 

that I will make with the house of Israel 

after those days, says the Lord: 

I will put my laws in their minds, 

and write them on their hearts, 

and I will be their God, 

and they shall be my people. 

And they shall not teach one another 

or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” 

for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest. 

For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, 

and I will remember their sins no more.

Heb. 8:10-12; cf. Jer. 31:33-34

Like obedient children, 

do not be conformed to the desires 

that you formerly had in ignorance. 

Instead, as God who called you is holy,

be holy yourselves in all your conduct; 

for it is written, 

“You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

1 Pet. 1:14-16; cf. Lev. 11:45

As servants of God, 

live as free people, 

yet do not use your freedom 

as a pretext for evil.

Honor everyone.
Love the family of believers.
Worship God.

1 Pet. 2:16-17

Beloved, 

I am giving you no new commandment,

but an old commandment 

that you have had from the beginning; 

the old commandment is the word that you have heard. 

Yet I am giving you a new commandment

that is true in Christ and in you,

because the darkness is passing away 

and the true light is already shining.

1 John 2:7-8

The commandment we have from God is this: 

those who love God 

must love their brothers and sisters also. 

1 John 4:21

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ 

has been born of God, 

and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 

By this we know that we love the children of God, 

when we love God 

and obey God’s commandments.

And these commandments are not burdensome,

for whatever is born of God conquers the world. 

And this is the victory that conquers the world, 

our faith. 

Who is it that conquers the world 

but the one who believes 

that Jesus is the Son of God? 

1 John 5:1-4

This is love, that we walk 

according to God’s commandments;

this is the commandment 

just as you have heard it from the beginning—

you must walk in it. 

2 John 6

Beloved, do not imitate what is evil 

but imitate what is good. 

Whoever does good is from God.

3 John 11

Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, 

those who keep the commandments of God 

and hold fast to the faith of Jesus. 

Rev. 14:12

Jesus Christ teaches us: 

“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind. 

This is the great and first commandment. 

And a second is like it, 

you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

On these two commandments 

depend all the law and the prophets.” 

Heidelberg Catechism 4.004;

cf. Matt. 22:37-40, Mark 12:29-31, Luke 10:27

The Ten Commandments begin: 
“I am the Lord your God,

who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of bondage.” 

What does this teach us? 

Because God is the Lord, 

and our God and Redeemer, 

therefore we are bound 

to keep God’s commandments.

What is the summary of the Commandments? 

To love the Lord our God 

with all our heart, 

with all our soul, 

with all our strength, 

and with all our mind; 

and our neighbor as ourselves.

Westminster Shorter Catechism, 7.041 – 7.044; 

cf. Exodus 20:2, Matt. 22:37-40, Mark 12:29-31, Luke 10:27

Since in Christ we are freed from judgment, 
what special use is there of the law to us? 

The law is of special use 

to show us how much we are bound to Christ 

for his fulfilling the law, 

enduring its curse for our good; 

and thereby to provoke us to more thankfulness, 

and to express our thankfulness 

in our greater care to be obedient. 

Westminster Larger Catechism, 7.207

Since we are the Lord’s covenant people

we know we must be holy as the Lord is holy.

We must keep God’s commandments,

not in order to earn or compel the Lord’s favor,

but to reflect the character of God

and to be God’s grateful and loving people.

Declaration of Faith, 3.3

What are the uses of God's law? 
God's law has three uses. 

First, it shows me how grievously I fail 

to live according to God's will, 

driving me to pray for God's mercy. 

Second, it functions to restrain 

even the worst of sinners 

through the fear of punishment. 

Finally, it teaches me how to live a life 

which bears witness to the gospel, 

and spurs me on to do so.

Study Catechism, Q 92
What are the Great Commandments of our Lord?

You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, 

and with all your strength, 

and with all your mind; 

and your neighbor as yourself. 

Can you obey these commandments perfectly?

No. Yet there is more grace in God than sin in me. 

While I should not cease to pray to God for mercy,

I can be confident that God is forgiving, 

and that I will be set free from all my sins.
By grace I can confess my sins,
repent of them,

to grow in love and knowledge day by day.

Westminster Shorter Catechism, 7.042; Study Catechism, Q 119

1

