Declaration of Forgiveness

These words from Scripture and the confessions may be used as Declarations of Forgiveness. They are appropriately spoken from the baptismal font, perhaps while lifting water from the font. Non-bold parts are intended for leaders; bold parts, for the congregation. Alternately, the leader may speak the entire text (with the exception of selections from the catechisms). 

In each case, the Declaration of Forgiveness should end with these (or similar) words:

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:
In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. 
Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.

I am about to do a new thing;

now it springs forth,
do you not perceive it? 

Isa. 43:18-19 

Believe the good news! 

God did not send the Son into the world 

to condemn the world, 

but in order that the world might be saved 

through him.

John 3:17

But now, apart from law, 

the righteousness of God has been disclosed, 

and is attested by the law and the prophets, 

the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 

for all who believe. 

For there is no distinction, 

since all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God; 

we are now justified by God’s grace as a gift, 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.

Rom. 3:21-24

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, 

we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have obtained access 

to this grace in which we stand; 

and we boast in our hope 

of sharing the glory of God. 

And not only that, 

but we also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, 

and endurance produces character, 

and character produces hope, 

and hope does not disappoint us, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

Rom. 5:1-5

For while we were still weak, 

at the right time 

Christ died for the ungodly. 

This proves God’s love for us:
while we were sinners

Christ died for us. 

Much more surely then, 

now that we have been justified by his blood, 

will we be saved through him 

from the wrath of God. 

For if while we were sinners

we were reconciled to God 

through the death of Jesus Christ

much more surely, having been reconciled, 

we will be saved by his resurrection. 

Now we may even boast in God,

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

Rom. 5:6, 8-11

Wretched people that we are! 

Who will rescue us 

from this body of death? 

Thanks be to God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

There is therefore now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 

has set us free from the law of sin and of death. 

Rom. 7:24—8:2

What then are we to say about these things? 

If God is for us, who is against us? 

God, who did not withhold the Beloved Son,

but gave him up for all of us.


Will God not also give us everything else? 

Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? 

It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? 

It is Christ Jesus, who died, 

yes, who was raised, 

who is at the right hand of God, 

who indeed intercedes for us. 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 

Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, 

or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us. 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, 

nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Rom. 8:31-39

Christ has been raised from the dead, 

the first fruits of those who have died. 

For since death came through a human being, 

the resurrection of the dead has also come 

through a human being; 

for as all die in Adam, 
so all will be made alive in Christ. 

1 Cor. 15:20-22

Now the Lord is the Spirit, 
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom. 

And all of us, with unveiled faces, 

seeing the glory of the Lord 

as though reflected in a mirror, 

are being transformed into the same image 

from one degree of glory to another; 

for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. 

2 Cor. 3:17-18

From now on, therefore, 

we regard no one from a human point of view; 

even though we once knew Christ 

from a human point of view, 

we know him no longer in that way. 

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

everything old has passed away; 

see, everything has become new! 

All this is from God, 

who sought reconciliation with us through Christ

and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 

that is, in Christ 

God sought reconciliation with the world,

not counting our sins against us,

but entrusting us 

with the message of reconciliation.

So we are ambassadors for Christ, 

since God is making this appeal through us;

we entreat you on behalf of Christ, 

be reconciled to God. 

For our sake God made him to be sin

who knew no sin, 

so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God. 

2 Cor. 5:16-21

Through the law I died to the law, 
so that I might live to God. 

I have been crucified with Christ; 

and it is no longer I who live, 

but it is Christ who lives in me. 

And the life I now live in the flesh 
I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me. 

Gal. 2:19-20

But when the fullness of time had come, 

God sent Jesus Christ, the Son,

born of a woman, 

born under the law, 

in order to redeem those who were under the law, 

so that we might receive adoption as children. 

And because we are children,

God has sent the Spirit of the Son

into our hearts, 

crying, “Abba! Father!” 

So you are no longer a slave but a child, 

and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

Gal. 4:4-7

Therefore Jesus had to become 

like his brothers and sisters 

in every respect, 

so that he might be 

a merciful and faithful high priest 

in the service of God, 

to make a sacrifice of atonement 

for the sins of the people. 

Because he himself was tested 

by what he suffered, 

he is able to help those who are being tested. 

Heb. 2:17-18

This is the covenant 

that I will make with the house of Israel 

after those days, says the Lord: 

I will put my laws in their minds, 

and write them on their hearts, 

and I will be their God, 

and they shall be my people. 

And they shall not teach one another 

or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” 

for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest. 

For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, 

and I will remember their sins no more.

Heb. 8:10-12; cf. Jer. 31:33-34

The Holy Spirit testifies to us, 


saying, “This is the covenant

that I will make with them 

after those days, says the Lord: 

I will put my laws in their hearts, 

and I will write them on their minds,” 

and “I will remember their sins

and their lawless deeds no more.” 

Heb. 10:15-17; cf. Jer. 31:33-34

If you invoke as Father 

the one who judges all people impartially 

according to their deeds, 

live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 

You know that you were ransomed 

from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, 

not with perishable things like silver or gold, 

but with the precious blood of Christ.

1 Pet. 1:17-19

Come to Christ, a living stone,

though rejected by mortals 

yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 

and like living stones, 

let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, 

to be a holy priesthood, 

to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. 

1 Pet. 2:4

You are a chosen race, 

a royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, 

God’s own people, 

in order that you may proclaim 

the mighty acts of God

who called you out of darkness 

into marvelous light. 

Once you were not a people, 

but now you are God’s people; 

once you had not received mercy, 

but now you have received mercy. 

1 Pet. 2:9-10; cf. Exod. 19:6

Christ suffered for you.

He himself bore our sins 

in his body on the cross, 

so that, free from sins, 

we might live for righteousness. 

By his wounds you have been healed. 

For you were going astray like sheep, 

but now you have returned 

to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

1 Pet. 2:21, 24-25; Isa. 53:5-6

See what love the Father has given us, 

that we should be called children of God; 

and that is what we are. 

All who have this hope in God

purify themselves, 

just as God is pure. 

1 John 3:1, 3

God is love, 

and those who abide in love abide in God, 

and God abides in them. 

Love has been perfected among us in this: 

that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 

because as God is, so are we in this world. 

There is no fear in love, 

but perfect love casts out fear; 

for fear has to do with punishment, 

and whoever fears 

has not reached perfection in love. 

We love because God first loved us. 

1 John 4:16-19

Now to the one who is able

to keep you from falling, 

and to make you stand without blemish 

in the presence of glory with rejoicing,

to the only God our Savior, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

be glory, majesty, power, and authority, 

before all time and now and forever. Amen. 

Jude 24-25

Jesus said, “Do not be afraid; 

I am the first and the last, 

and the living one. 

I was dead, and see, 

I am alive forever and ever.”

Rev. 1:17-18

Our eternal God and Father, 

who by grace alone chose us 

in the Son Christ Jesus 

before the foundation of the world was laid, 

appointed him to be our head, 

our brother, our pastor, 

and the great bishop of our souls. 

By this most holy brotherhood 

whatever we have lost in Adam 

is restored to us again. 

So we confess, 

and most undoubtedly believe.

Scots Confession, 3.08

Hear the good news! 

For the sake of Christ’s reconciling work, 

God will no more remember our sins 

or the sinfulness 

with which we have to struggle 

throughout our lives.

God graciously imparts to us 

the righteousness of Christ 

so that we may never 

come into condemnation. 

Heidelberg Catechism, 4.056

God has now performed what was promised

from the beginning of the world, 

giving us the only Son,

and in him reconciliation with the Father, 

the remission of sins, 

all fullness and everlasting life.

Second Helvetic Confession, 5.089

Solely by the grace of Christ 

and not from any merit of ours,

we are justified, 

absolved from sin and death

by God the Judge.

Second Helvetic Confession, 5.107

For Christ took upon himself 

and bore the sins of the world 

and satisfied divine justice. 

So absolved from sin, death and condemnation, 

we are at last righteous and heirs of eternal life.

God alone justifies us, 

and justifies only on account of Christ, 

not holding our sins against us

but ascribing to us the righteousness of Christ.

Second Helvetic Confession, 5.108

How do we share in the redemption of Christ?
We share in the redemption of Christ 

by the work of the Holy Spirit, 

who convinces us of our sin, 

enlightens our minds 

in the knowledge of Christ, 

and renews our wills, 

persuading and enabling us 

to embrace Jesus Christ, 

freely offered to us in the gospel.

Westminster Shorter Catechism, 7.029-7.031

The Church is the body of Christ. 
Christ gives to the Church 
all the gifts necessary to be his body. 
The Church strives to demonstrate these gifts 
in its life as a community in the world.

The Church is to be a community of love, 
where sin is forgiven, 
reconciliation is accomplished,

and the dividing walls of hostility are torn down.

Book of Order, F-1.0301; cf. 1 Cor. 12:27–28
How does God deal with us as sinners?

God hates our sin but never stops loving us.

God’s Son, Jesus, sacrificed his life for us 

by dying on the cross.

He showed his victory over death 

by rising from the dead.

He removed our guilt 

and gave us new, unending life with God.

Children of God, believe the good news!

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

Based on Belonging to God: A First Catechism, Q 13 and 27
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