Eucharistic Prayers for the Easter Season, Year A 

These eucharistic prayers are drawn from the themes of the lectionary texts for the six Sundays between Easter Sunday and Pentecost. Note that there are six options in each of the three sections that make up the body of the prayer; these are to be used as indicated on the appropriate Sunday in Easter. In this format, the Words of Institution should be used at the Invitation to the Table or the Breaking of the Bread. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, 

O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe. 

(Easter 2) Our hearts are glad, our tongues rejoice, and we live now in hope –
for you have made known to us the way of life
in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (Acts 2:14a, 22-32) 

(Easter 3) You call us to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, 
so that we may be saved, and our sins may be forgiven,
and you pour out upon us the gift of your Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:14a, 36-41) 

(Easter 4) You are our shepherd, O Lord, and in you there is nothing we lack.
You lead us to green pastures and still waters; you restore our souls.
You prepare a table before us; the cup of blessing overflows! (Psalm 23) 

(Easter 5) You are a rock of refuge and a strong fortress for us.
In times of trouble and seasons of shame you deliver us,
for you are our redeemer, O Lord, our faithful God. (Psalm 31)
(Easter 6) You are the Lord of heaven and earth, maker of all things,
and we are your children, by the grace of Jesus Christ. 
In you, O God, we live and move and have our being. (Acts 17:22-31) 

(Easter 7) You ride upon the clouds, awesome in majesty and power,
pouring out your mercy on the parched places of the earth,
and showering down blessings upon those who are in need. (Psalm 68) 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels 

with prophets, apostles, and martyrs,
and with all the faithful of every time and place 

who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

(Easter 2) With Thomas we confess that Christ Jesus is our Lord and our God!
He breathes on us with the gift of the Spirit, and the power of forgiveness.
By the gift of faith we have eternal life in his name. (John 20:19-31) 

(Easter 3) Jesus appeared to his disciples on the road to Emmaus,
and their hearts burned within them when he spoke of your word. 
Even now he is known to us in the breaking of the bread. (Luke 24:13-35) 

(Easter 4) We are the sheep of your pasture, and Christ Jesus is the gate.
He came that we might have life, and have it abundantly. 
Therefore we listen for his voice and seek to follow him. (John 10:1-10) 

(Easter 5) Christ Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. 
He goes ahead of us, to make a place for us in your house. 
We believe in you and we trust in him to lead us home. (John 14:1-14) 

(Easter 6) Because Christ lives, we also live in hope and love. 
Though he ascended into heaven, he did not leave us alone, 
but sent the Spirit of truth to abide with us forever. (John 14:15-21) 

(Easter 7) To Christ you gave all honor and power and glory,
and through him you give us the gift of eternal life.  
We belong to Christ, and in Christ, we belong to you. (John 17:1-11) 

With thanksgiving, we remember how Jesus took bread … 

Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, 

we take from your creation this bread and this wine
and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day of his coming.
With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you
to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,
that the bread we break and the cup we bless
may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit, make us one with Christ and with your church in all the world. 

(Easter 2) Give us a share of that imperishable, unfading inheritance –
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead –
and believing in him, may we rejoice with indescribable and glorious joy. (1 Pet. 1:3-9) 

(Easter 3) Let us be born anew through your living and enduring word;
purify our souls in obedience to your truth;
and teach us to love one another deeply, and with genuine affection. (1 Pet. 1:17-23) 

(Easter 4) Like the first believers, fill us with the awe and wonder of your presence
as we devote ourselves to your teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and prayer,
sharing what we have  and giving to those who are in need. (Acts 2:42-47) 

(Easter 5) Build us up, like living stones, into a spiritual house,
and let us be your chosen people, your royal priesthood,
proclaiming your mighty and marvelous work. (1 Pet. 2:1-10) 

(Easter 6) Help us to seek what is good in your sight, 
with gentleness and reverence, and a clear conscience,  
proclaiming our hope in Christ the Lord. (1 Pet. 3:13-22) 

(Easter 7) Teach us to cast all our anxiety on you, for you care for us.
Give us the discipline and strength to resist what is evil,
so that we may shout with joy when Christ’s glory is revealed. (1 Pet. 4:12-14; 5:6-11) 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

Frequently Asked Questions about Weekly Eucharist in Easter
The Office of Theology and Worship of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) encourages congregations to celebrate the Lord’s Supper each week, particularly during the season of Easter. This initiative grows out of the 2006 Sacrament study Invitation to Christ (commended by the 217th General Assembly), which called congregations to increase the number of Sundays on which the Lord’s Supper is celebrated. These resources are provided to support and equip congregations in the celebration of weekly Eucharist in Easter. 


Why celebrate the Lord’s Supper each week? 

Word and Sacrament belong together in the life of the church. As our Book of Confessions and Book of Order affirm, the church is defined by the proclamation of the Word, the celebration of the Sacraments, and a disciplined life in covenant community (see Scots Confession 3.18 and Foundations of Presbyterian Polity 1.0303, as well as numerous references in the Form of Government). When we gather for worship each Sunday, we should practice these elements of our common life and show forth these signs to the world. 

Contrary to popular thought, weekly Eucharist is hardly a new idea for churches of the Reformed tradition. John Calvin called for the Lord’s Supper to be “set before the church very often, and at least once a week” (Institutes 4.17.43). Commenting on Acts 2:42, Calvin observed that among the earliest Christians “it became the unvarying rule that no meeting of the church should take place without the Word, prayers, partaking of the Supper, and almsgiving” (Institutes 4.14.44). The Book of Order says, “It is appropriate to celebrate the Lord’s Supper as often as each Lord’s Day. It is to be celebrated regularly and frequently enough to be recognized as integral to the Service for the Lord’s Day” (W-2.4009). In other words, the Service for the Lord’s Day is incomplete without the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.


Why celebrate weekly Eucharist in Easter?

The season of Easter — the “great fifty days” between the Resurrection of the Lord and the Day of Pentecost — is a time of joy and gladness, an extended celebration of the good news of Christ’s rising from the dead. As such, it offers an ideal time to rediscover the experience of the Lord’s Supper as a resurrection meal — a joyful feast in the presence of our risen Lord. In fact, this is what each celebration of the Eucharist is intended to be, for each Sunday we rejoice in Christ’s rising from the dead on the first day of the week. For worshipers who are not well acquainted with this understanding of the Lord’s Supper, or not accustomed to weekly Eucharist, what better time to practice than the season of Easter? 

Unfortunately, many worshipers have only a partial understanding of the Lord’s Supper — equating it with the “Last Supper” and experiencing it only as a somber memorial of Jesus’ death. (The “Last Supper” itself is a misnomer, of course; the gospels record several meals that Jesus shared with his disciples after he rose from the dead, not to mention the feast he still prepares for us when we gather in his name.) To be sure, the remembrance of Jesus’ death is a significant facet of the Lord’s Supper, but this aspect of its meaning should not eclipse the whole. The great mystery of faith that we proclaim is: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Thus an emphasis on celebrating the Eucharist in Easter can help to expand our experience and understanding of the Sacrament. 


Where do we use the words of institution? 

The Directory for Worship provides for three placements of the words of institution: at the Invitation to the Lord’s Table, during the Great Thanksgiving, and at the Breaking of the Bread (W-3.3612, 3.3613, and 3.3614). In these resources for weekly Eucharist during the season of Easter, the location of the words of institution (as well as the placement of other elements) is intended to accentuate Easter themes and promote the experience of a joyful feast. At the Invitation to the Lord’s Table, it is suggested that leaders use the Emmaus narrative (Luke 24:13-35) in order to set the stage for a resurrection meal. The familiar words of institution may be used midway through the Great Thanksgiving — remembering with thanksgiving the meal that Christ shared with his disciples “on the night before he died,” but not giving death the last word. At the Breaking of the Bread, leaders are encouraged to use the words of Jesus from John’s gospel: “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35); “I am the vine, you are the branches” (John 15:5); “Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty” (John 6:35). These “I am” sayings of Jesus remind us of the promises of our risen Lord who said, “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25).


In what other ways can we foster an experience of joyful celebration? 

In order for this seasonal “experiment” with weekly Eucharist to be a successful one, it is critical that pastors and other worship leaders attend to the non-verbal aspects of liturgical celebration.

Music is a key element in establishing the idea of a joyful feast. Simple, lively congregational songs of praise and thanksgiving during the Communion of the People will help to set the right tone; global songs (such as “Haleluya! Pelo Tsa Rona” / “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises,” “Una Espiga” / “Sheaves of Summer,” or “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”) can be particularly effective. See also the musical setting at the end of this document.

The gestures and posture of the presider make a big difference in conveying celebration and joy. Look up as much as possible, making eye contact with the congregation where appropriate. When praying the Great Thanksgiving, raise your hands with palms up and open (an ancient Christian gesture of prayer). Tone of voice is also important. Be expressive, praying and speaking with conviction and gladness. 

If you don’t already serve communion by intinction (dipping a piece of bread in the cup), consider using this method of distribution during the season of Easter. Allowing people to stand, move, and come forward is a more active and lively means of participation. (Certain servers may be designated to assist those who are unable to come forward, serving them where they are seated.) Remind communion servers to share the bread and cup with joy, smiling, making eye contact, and saying: “The bread of life” and “The cup of salvation” or similar words. 

Art and other visual elements can also contribute to a sense of celebration. The colors for the season of Easter are white and gold. You might invite an artist in the congregation to design special white and gold banners or other fabric hangings that will adorn the sanctuary throughout the season; keep in mind that you will want to add the color red at Pentecost. 


What other steps should we take to prepare for weekly Eucharist in Easter?

First, talk to the session. According to the Directory for Worship, “The session is responsible for authorizing all observances of the Lord’s Supper in the life of a particular church and shall ensure regular and frequent celebration of the Sacrament” (W-2.4012). Be sure to give the session (and the worship committee, in particular) ample time to consider this proposal and discuss its implementation.


Second, talk to the congregation. The Directory for Worship says, “The congregation should prepare themselves to celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper” (W-3.3609). Find ways to prepare the congregation to be active and informed participants in this eucharistic celebration. Once the session has approved, pastors might start mentioning this initiative as early as the beginning of the Christian Year in Advent; make brief reminders throughout the season of Lent. An email from the session to the congregation and/or a notice in the bulletin or church newsletter will also help. Without the opportunity to anticipate this joyful celebration, worshipers will not understand what is taking place. Without adequate preparation, they are more likely to be resistant to this change, and won’t fully appreciate its benefits. 

Third, take advantage of this initiative as an opportunity for Christian education and theological reflection around the Sacraments. If your congregation has not already had the chance to study Invitation to Christ, this would be an excellent occasion to do so. Visit pcusa.org/sacraments to download the guide. 

Won’t weekly Eucharist make our worship services longer? 

Not necessarily. With a little planning and coordination (as should be the norm in any service!), the eucharistic liturgy can be relatively simple and succinct. At the same time, don’t short-change it; celebrate the Lord’s Supper in a way that is unapologetically rich and full, a feast of God’s grace. It helps to have a clear sense of the big picture and overall flow of the Service for the Lord’s Day: think of the Word as the first half of the service (beginning with Gathering) and the Table as the second half (concluding with Sending). You might find other ways to trim time from the service — eliminate unnecessary announcements, long explanations of the liturgy, and any ornamental elements that don’t serve to promote the people’s participation in prayer and praise. Having said all of this, if the service runs a little longer than usual, what’s so wrong with that? Remember that time in the presence of God and the communion of saints — preparing for an eternity of worship around God’s throne — is time well spent. 


Won’t weekly celebrations of the Lord’s Supper make the Sacrament seem less special? 

Yes and no. On one hand, seeing the Lord’s Supper as something less “special” — as in occasional, unusual, or out of the ordinary — would be a good thing for the church. As noted above, the celebration of the Sacraments (along with the proclamation of the Word and the exercise of discipline) is supposed to be one of the defining features of Christian life. We ought to experience the Lord’s Supper as an ordinary and integral part of what we do when we gather for worship in Jesus’ name.   

On the other hand, the practice of celebrating the Eucharist on a regular basis will help us to appreciate more fully how truly special it is. Or to put it another way, if we really understood and appreciated what a gift Christ has given us in the Lord’s Supper, we would want to celebrate this meal as often as possible! Think of the manna God showered upon the people of Israel each day as they journeyed through the wilderness: on one hand, a thing so simple, so ordinary — daily bread, a fine flaky substance as common as the morning dew; on the other hand, a thing so amazing, so extraordinary — bread from heaven, the life-saving, life-sustaining grace and providence of God.
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