



EXPECTATIONS IN FORMALIZED PMA MISSIONAL RELATIONSHIPS
to be used by Staff in the formation of Missional Relationship Agreements

In order that Christ will be well served, it is incumbent upon the national agencies of the church to draw upon the gifts, passion, and expertise that God has placed in a variety of individuals and groups across the world.  The PMA celebrates opportunities to share in ministry by making connections with diverse organizations of Presbyterians and others who share its mission directions. 
Recognizing that relationships are healthier when mutual expectations are clear and boundaries defined, this document is intended to provide those for PMA staff and representatives of partner organizations. 

The PMA works to inspire, equip, and connect Presbyterians in mission. It is expected that the partner organization will inspire, equip, and connect its members for the benefit of the PC(USA) and the mission of God. 

PMA, through its ministry areas, will seek to maintain strong connections with its missional partners in order to seize opportunities for common work together and to draw upon the partner organizations’ gifts, passion, and expertise for the benefit of PC(USA) mission.

PMA will cultivate partnerships which serve its mission and celebrate the gifts they bring to our common work.

In order to be good stewards of human and financial resources entrusted to it by the PCUSA, PMA must make clear the boundaries of such relationships. 

The following guidelines must be observed when formalizing missional partner relationships.
1. Missional relationship partners are partners in mission, not legal partners, contractors, or agents of Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) A Corporation.  
2. The formalized mission partnership relationship is not a secular contract. 

3. Missional relationships are subject to existing ministry area guidelines.

4. Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation staff may work with missional relationship partners, but may not act as staff for the partner. We may designate staff liaisons to partner organizations, but cannot commit staff support or staff participation in partner governance or events.

5. PMA, via the appropriate process for the type of missional relationship, may withdraw from a missional relationship at any time. 
6. Missional relationship partners may not represent or publicize any relationship with the PMA or PC(USA) other than as pre-authorized in writing by Leadership Cabinet or its designated staff.  

7. Missional relationship partners may only use the PC(USA) name, seal, or symbol with written license from the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly and then only if the partner is incorporated and indemnifies PMA from any and all liability arising from the use of the name, seal or symbol.

8. The tax exemption status of Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation may not be used by missional relationship partners.  

9. Donations to missional relationship partners cannot be made through PC(USA), and cannot be held in PC(USA) Extra Commitment Opportunity accounts.  Extra Commitment Opportunities may be used for specific purposes, and at staff discretion and following PMA grant policies, disbursed to missional relationship partners who are engaged in ministries that fulfill that purpose.

10. Missional relationship partners will be asked to give PMA any consents and releases needed to enable PMA to fulfill PMA responsibilities.
11. As part of the agreement and ongoing reporting, PMA staff will document ways that the missional relationship partner contributes to PMA missional priorities.

12. We are able to provide links from pcusa.org to missional partner websites. We are not able to provide web hosting at pcusa.org 

13. We will make opportunities to highlight the ministry impact of missional partners, but we cannot give them a representative with voice at elected PMA meetings.

14. We may publicize the ministry impact of mission partners in a way that strengthens their fund-raising efforts, but we cannot provide fundraising support.
15. Missional Partners may apply for exhibit space at events, but we cannot assure that we can grant all requests.

16. Missional Partners do not speak for PMA, but PMA may agree to a preauthorized joint communication.

17. PMA staff shall not make commitments to partners beyond these guidelines.  
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